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HOM "THIS BULL

A hundred and fiffy delegates and observers active in soiidarity with
workers in struggle attended ihe Solidarity Conefernce held in Leeds o1
November 7th and 8th. Those present came from sirikes, irade unions,
support groups and sclidarity organisations like the Virag Mendis
Campaign. The conference decided to set up a Solidarity Neiwork, establish
a steering Committee and begin the publicaticn a bi-monthly Bulletin., As a
basis for this the Conference adopied the following main resolution:

"We decided to call this conference because of the defeat of the miners
strike, Wapping, Silentnight, Caterpillar, Hangers and Now Traders, and
others.

“At the same time leadaers of important unions have threatened their
members that they will not endorse or support action by their members if it
could lead to sequestration, other unions have signed single union desals
such as the AEU at For in Dundee.

“As strikers, ex—strikers, and their supporters we feel that it is
necessary to fully discuss the lessons of those disputes in order that
those  lessons can be taken into disputes which will occure in the future.
It is necessary to continue orgenising support for disputed going on at the
present time and to contuinue to support the victimised miners and other
victimised workers. We must not allow these strikes to be betrayed. The
Labour Party conference and the TUC Congress did not even discuss
solidarity with those in dispute |

"With the reelection of the Teries there is no doubt that the attacks on
the wgrking class are being intensified. New laws against the trade unions
are being planned and the prasent ones are being increasingly used. The
employers are already stepping »o their attacks on the shop floor, for
example at General Motors at Luton, on the Docks, in the pits, in
engineering, and with a renewed round of closures and privatisations.

"The attacks on the public sector workers wages, conditions and jobs are
continuing as well. The removal of trade union rights at GCHQ, and
negotiating rights from ihe teachers, poses a threat to trade union rights
nationally. We most organise sunpert for the teachers and the civil
sérvants who continue in dispute. there are many more disputes going on as
well such as Moat House, Liverpool, Senior Colman in Manchester and the
miners overtime ban. These dispuies must not be allowed to be defeated.
| "Most disputes have been defeated because of the lack of supporti of the
official leadership of the movement. Te try te change this situation we
need to discuss the lessons of these disputes and take then into future
actions. ,

"The purpose of this cenference is te try to change the situation of
repeated betrayals and defeais of workers in dispute and put us in a better
position to organise practial support, both in political and financial
‘terms. The devlopments in the capitalist system, starting on the |
‘stockmarkets, means that such s movement is going to be needed much more in
the future."”

The following additional resclution on lesbian anc gay rights was also
adopted by the conteren |

ilate information about cases
1]

"That the Network/Or
of victimisation, camp
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urge support from affiliates.
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NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS
VICTIMISED MEMBERS

P e ) P e s atih s ae S L L

(To the NUM Special Conference 2 2.88)

Three years cn and -our Union still has 3C0 unemployed members,
victims of the year long strike are stilll'being persecuted by
the. stateiand-Coal Bosses. RIS TR el

Three hundré&; bhcé prou&'worxing miners ngwyxeducgd to living
on handouts, taking themselves-and their families from a proud
class in society, to a level that they had never dreamt of.

Our victimised members realise now, more than ever, that their
only real allies in life is the National Union of Mineworkers,
and the progressive sections of the Labour Movement.

Victimised miners are still belng segregated from working miners
by the Coal Board.

 PENSIONS

Victimised miners have lost up to 4 years pension credits, an
-average of £8 per week on their pension. Rule changes were made
for working members to buy back credits for lost contributions
between 198L/85, No such arrangements were allowed for our

victimised lads. .

UNION RECOGNITION: -

A1l local Branch cfficials end committee members dismissed during
and after th» strike are not being recognised by the Board, At
one plx, Botteshanger, where thera 2re a+til]1 30 victimised members,
all three officials are not teing recognised.

In. reality it ic now the Roard who choose union representatives
not the members, a - |

The Coal Board have not been satisfled with Jjust supperting
changes in the Coal Act regarding ‘ S
welfare committess. C.1.5.W.0, have now changed its' rules to
the. effect that any victimised member being nominated by his
granch to a regionsl committee will be zubtcmatically disqualified
from sucih committees., I wonder how the U.D.M. voted ?2°

We are disappointed that the issue of Victimisation has not been
agendered at this special conference.

We therefore appeal to délegates to support our cleims for:-

1. A victimlised member ©o have a non voting seat on the N,E.C.

2. A Special Delggate. Conference to formulate National Policy
on Victimised wmembérs. e s

FENT VICTIMISED MINTRS




Coae o oA Statement f£romc London ‘Counclllors Agamst.»?t}ze s";ut‘s'

Labour fought the 1936 Council Elections across Londoza campaigning to 1:-aprove
services and to fight cuts in the iiviag standerds of working class people. Only
democratically accountable public services can hﬁpe to de&l with the growlng
level uﬁ paverty and iﬁaqu&lity in Loﬁaﬁa. | | s |

,,,,,,

Bumz;g E’h&tchar 5 thirf‘ ternﬁ the screWw is being tightened BOTES and more.
Besources exict to meel all the needs of Londoners - millions in Rate,Support
Grant hss been stolea from London Councils since 1979. But instead of providing
desperately needed cash, the Tories are p:repari'szg to smash public provision of
basic services and put them in the hands of private profiteers; the ultimate ainm
bting the total dmstructiau of Ia-3¢ servicea and local demncxacv.

,Ehat ’ms beea *be reumﬁse of Labour: Cﬁumus to theee attacks? Labour Councils
ac have embarked Upon " A1 uacontrollable pz‘@cet*ss af cuts with all previgusly agread
| policies and prieciples béing ditched. Labour couwncillors ‘are justifying their

actions by clalmipng thay they must gtay in pomar at all costs. It is clear ihat

they are-not:in power, they ere merely in offica. There is no bottcm line and no

guarantee of wken the cuis will stﬁp

There is po difference betwsen a Tory and ‘a Labour cut. Thousands of jobe are
being lost through voluatary and copgulsory redundancies. This strategy spells
certain: defeat fm‘ the Labour Hoverent and the wori ring class in London: Cuts

simply prepare the grousd for the proposasd Tory legislationm, Unless we develop a
palitical. strategy . of maistanc':» aMre afill be aﬁthing left to defend at the next

Cﬁuncil mef‘ticms in 19.,,0

- ( y ‘ 4

| Sepk NG 1 e can | zqh.‘, -
Labour Councils and the vwhole labour “a*"@s:’:snt mst go on the offersive to demnd
the BODRY t0 meet tho nonds of our ,;’h’:::“‘,ltiif, g in] "“;SVCE“ZILSE{& nas the money -

-

intend to force this .cit 'of thom byr 7 | | o Al
- joipning with workers. trade . tmfonl m,.s','- tepmpts, voluntary groups and  all
gppressad people in toe c'ﬂmu.ait J o fight ag&mstt.ha cute, and for services

Whieh E@et t ﬁir o ',«,’3‘ A g SR e 3 :
" f ighting fm" b"dg\e “6 Lmﬁ«ﬁ ma t.* zeed of the ccmnitjm each Borough

, SRR

l‘his s'tmtegy 10 cle 1 of x:ﬂ.i 1:.::;:.1 confrontation but we have no choice if
wa are to defend jobe ‘;mfa ssm"v ces, and to Zf:ez:;'fg: &;.l ve the igh‘t against Thatcher
and for socialilsn. g

Rather than launching attacks on thoge prepared to fight, Council leaders should
resign if they are not preparedi to staad by their Janifcstos. There are now Over
ope hundred Labour Coumciliors iz London fighting against tho cuts and standing
by the promises ca which they were elocted. ¥e call on the Labour Party in London

and all Labour counciliors to fight the gavermngt not give in to 1t, and pledge
xhat wa will work with all those prepared %o fight %&1%1} cuts ip jobs and

services whoever pakes then.

This statezant is ;raduced by
Loadon Councillors Agalinst (uls
brivging togeiler aver 10’3’ cww*iliars from
Parmet FPrent Camdap Balirg Cnmga vich XYackpey Hampersmiih & Fulbam Harizgey
- Hillingdon Lambeth Lewisham Fewhzom Souilhwark ‘Imyor Eanlets Yandsworth asd ILEA.

-

Contact Greg Tucker, (secretary) ¢/o Henbars Roos, Lambeia Town Haill, §¥2, 01 582 2955




