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Ey up. Well, here's mssue two of ‘Scratch That
Itch‘, so long after the first one that I've used
this name more as a joke than anything. I'm
fairly happy with how it's;shaped up, although I
do seem to talk about myself rather a lot. Still,
that's what zines are for, right? I'd really
like to know what you thought... apologies to
anyone who wrote to me about ‘Same Bed, Different
Village’, the nauseatingly twee zine I wrote
about narrowboats... I will write back eventually
honest. I'm living on the boat I wrote about in
that zine now, currently moored up in Berkshire
which is a bit weird. Everything's expensive and
I've seen people walking around town in jodhpura;
and riding boots. Hmu. Still, my mange toutzhave
just come up the weather's nice. Enjoy the aine.
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Se we're all agreed that everything is going to
shit in 2012, right? Right. Ne mere ail exeept.
fer the super-rich, wars feught fer water, e
everyone who knows the seere retreating ts
their preprepared eabins in the weeds. All that
is left te at between new and then is serieusly
upskill, learn same useful shit. Haw to drive?
Useless. 12v eleetrioity? Petentially useful.
Haw te make seep? Efieking invaluable. Learn te
make seap and yeu den't need ta sert eut shit -
eene the Unrest, you ean just turn up anywhere
and - presuming yeu1den't get taken eut by a
guard sniper — bargain yeu way te a warn bed &
platemfiref hearded baked beans.. '
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9. After 24 it sheuld be mestly selid. Turn the
snap eut ef the neulds & eut inte bars if needed
Again, do all this in rubber gloves because itig
still ALKALI DEATH soar,  

fl"*—""‘UI~_;_.:-ur

I

10. Staek the soap and sever with a towel, then
leave fer a menth. In this time it will beesne
non-alkali (if yr lucky). I let mine he toe>
expesed to the air and it got a white erust an
it - if this happens you ean just shaveit eff
with a vegetable peeler, then use the shavings‘
as mass; $».s=!.=-f.=_-

ll. Waited a menth? There ysu go. New gs and
have a bath with it you dirty crusty. And sleep

-.- n-'-

more soundly as 2012 creeps ever nearer. "
__ ___.____-._-.--- -
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The temping agency rang during my break at another
jab en Friday afternccn te tell me tc turn up at a
bar.in Newbury at 8 an Saturday night, tc werk til
5. It's better paid than this ene, they flaid, and
clcser tee; Well, ycu can't argue with £6/hr, but
the prcspect cf wcrking fin a straight bar en a
Saturday night was fairly daunting. I tried tc think
what I knew abcut this chain cf bars (which I'm
far tee discreet tc name, except that it begins wth
'V' and rhymes with ‘arse city‘. Hmm.). All I acme?
up wdh is that they have a disccunt card and ncthing
in the werld weuld entice me tc drink there (as if

I'd get in anyway). Other than that, I draw a blank.

I turn up at 8 feeling relatively smart. My shnes;
are fucked but they're black an it's not toc
obvious, and my trousers are brand.new. I've kkxxxx
taken my septum ring out and put a fussy little
hairclip in to try and thrash my kitchen scissor
haircut into something employable. I couldn't find
any eyeliner so I used black felt tip pen, but I
reckon I'm pulling it off. And I necked a cafetiere
of black coffee before leaving the boat, s:alI.in
all I'm wiredand ready to work.

The bar is already heaving although at this hour
it's literally 80 or 9Q% men. I have no idea why
this is, not having drunk in a bar like this since
i was 17 in Blackburn. Actually, that's a lie - I
went to Wetherspoen‘ssalong with everyone else:
after the Anarchist Bockfair in London last year.
Anarchc»chain-pub-patrons of the world unite! But
back to Newbury. I find the manager mmfl;whc:takes;
me and 5 other temp staff into the back to get
uniform shirts (which is my first ever properly
fitting job uniform, seriously) and show us the fire
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 2 2 . Th , I'm taken to shadow a
escapes and beer cellar in akes it obvioussthatpermanent member ofwstaff w O m ; wr ',_ ,5- f c toAstand-

-in behind you like a halfwit for 20 minutes; no.-@ .  ' a1 b t
conversation soon stallsaso I 1 l ; .
a bit instead. I spend l5 minutes watchlng hen?_ V . " first customer.

l '2 and serve my $e°°nd Gus“
I fuck it %pckIiip3Pogl:?s>8 20 only 6 flours and-tomer. I H r ' ‘ ‘ '
40 minutes lsit-.  S “o  

q F _ tg pour a round Qf

fivénkufltiihiuiagiiir and from then On Irin s ' ' j d .v
donut Screw up t0O much. I'm Sl& I ?

done bar work before though, so I don t
have to ask what lager is (I've never

. Q 1..neally moved on from cider myself) .TteVt 11 selling too many P1n'$
%€Zig;€ a§t?: mgsgly mixers; esP&01&11Y
double vodka a Red Bul1.fPle3;g Zfzpfigfise
be Pitfiuss -.4 SW3 °1 "° 1...sa.11
Red Bu1I'w1th JuSt.One g~??:.idea ofecu e<=h.s@ 1>s1Y."a“- -. ma. iT......._Britain's Blade Drlnkldg €Pltetubes=of
a fridge full of P1a§t1° *§s I’
bgight coloured spirits which near y
everyone buUS along with their proper l“ .  ~ he
drinks, adding an extra sho; of ilgono
to every round. It's deadhc 3§§£Ount
shots are mostly £1 and t ey 1 p tocardé give 1/3 off. Itus all set Upd 0

I  P .~ n eghift as much booze &S P0$§1bmBa a?t at
-one is here for a quick Plnfi‘ Don .gi
me wrgng, I don't particularly Ceffi n

i_..._.--I



anything. It's kind of shit!
realising how much money the beer companies must be
making,and seehg how much of their pay packets
P@°Ple will spend in one night, but it's not like
me and my friends are much different. We just
drink Xibeca instead of Sambucasg and get pissed
at gigs or in squat bars rather than ohainpubsawith
big tys on the wall,

Until Saturday I'd kind of forgotten what normal
men are like, bang complaoemtly used tozfellas;
who think about feminism and sexism and (generally?
act @°°°rdifi€1Y- By which I mean that they don't
openly gawp at your breasts or tell any woman without
an idnatic grin on her face to cheer up. I @@
alright for tipsathough - all from men - which is
worth the leers, being asked my name all the time
and the super drunk guy who slurs "I know thish ish
really inappropriate but your hair ish great". Ha ha,
victory to the kitchen scissor haircut! I get a 10:
minute fag break at 12 (for which I take up smoking)
and Put my septum piercing back in, worried that it
will heal.over. I keep it in when I go back to work,
to see if I can get away with it and succeed, with
the added bonus that the lecherous comments nearly
dry up. Score. “-_-

IDESOURS

as the night stumbles drunkenly on, I pocket am
decent amount of tips (which you're supposed to
refuse! Ha!) and start to weigh up the scams.
oIt's ridiculously easy to give away drinks when its
this busy - it's a shame that the only person I know 
in this whole town is straight edge. I throw in free
drinks here and there because I can't find them on
the touch screen or because I feel like it, and
ignore that one credit card receipt is returned to
me signed by Mickey Mouse. Therefis a discount card

>
- n—- ,'

1

by the till so I run it through for everyone except
a) anyone in fancy dress, b) any bloke who winks at
we before ordering, or indeed at any point in our
interaction, or c) anyone who has shouted to get my
attention while I'm trying to make up a round of,
mixers from memory. I serve one fella who's been
waiting for ages and the woman next to him shrieks
"Youafucking bitch! I've been here hourssand he's
only just fucking gothere!"I ignore her and keep
serving, halfhoping sheswill throw something at me»
so I have an excuse!to~leap over the bar and deck
her, a fantasy I finetuned every shift of my last
bartending job . Unfortunately she just grabs her“
metalliorpink clutch bag and storms out.

!' rr; 3
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Before I know it the bar is emptying out except for
a few couples drunkenly dirty dancing to 70s cheese.
The music has progressed from Kanye West and Rimxfiid
Blo.Rida to The Village People and Queen over the
course of the night. Basically everyone just wants¢
to dance to ‘It's Raining Men‘ deep down, they just
need a few pitchersaof vodka Red Bull to realise.
It's 2am now and I spend my 2nd fag break watching
people stagger around and;fall into each other.
Back inside I try to look busy whilst watching the
Calzaghe fight out of the corner of my eye on the
big screens behind the bar. I'm SOOH $P0tfiB§ though:
and spend half an hour bottling up and moPP1n€- u
@here[s that many staff%that clearing up doesngf
take long, and with the music off all the sta .
and taking the piss out of each other and Oflfihlng
in drinks bought for them. None of them except the
manager even know my name but they're all friendly
and apologise for walking on my fresh m°PPed floor‘
I clock off half an hour early, but the lost 50
minutes pay is easily made HP by tiPS ' w1Fh them

“counted in I actually earned more than I did
fitemping in an office. That saidk tho bar W11 have

r
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paid the agency at least £12/hr which sticks is
the throat a bit. Still, not a bad night's work
all things considered.

. u

Se~what~did~Ivlearnfrem—my~night~undemeo¥em~in
" I n - ~ 1 n - ;~~ _ ' , g - I *
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So what did I learn from my night undercover in a
bar for stralght Pe°P1@ Wlth jobs° Firstly that How sure I was, and how wrong l keep coming “H
men do actually chat up women by buying them
drinks and talking loudly about their jobs.
Secondly, if you stick to neon coloured shots in
test tubes you could probably hospitalise yourself
for under a tenner. And thirdly I learned that if
I draw on my face with felt tip and put a hair clip
in, men who shop at Topshop chat me up instead of
shouting "Are you a boy or a girl? Fudring hell,
look at the state of that!" across the street..A1l
these things are good to know.

worlir"@opulated_by  _  * w
g _ - _ S after I started liking ooffee* and olives#* if

By 5 I'm tucked up in bed with my tips laid out
in the kitchen and my timesheet filled in. I'd hats=
to work at that place for more than one night, but
as a one-off excursion into a world I've*pretty
successfully ghettoised myself off from by only
handing Out with vegan anarchopunk queersg it was;
kind of an adventure. And the £9 of tips helped.

ENDi.
£35
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otdrinks 4)1&Ck endorsed essaboy
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v .-TI thought I d made my last new food discoveries ~I
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did.
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obwisadt
was1

th
tualyacross pretty common feeds that I haven't eaten

before and wondering how I got by without them.
Here's a few recent discoveries - I hope at CH 5
least one is new for you too. Send me yours as

0like Iac
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Sesame Seeds

These seem really dull dntil... you roost theme
Then they become tastyass flavourbombs, making
everything they touch taste really fucking good.
Heat a dry frying pan on a high heat then drop i I

a handful in. When they start popping, turn off 1
the heat and oover them so they don't all jump
out of the pan. Then sprinkle them on sala&m/ ,
over hot dishes/in sandwiches.You oan do the
same with pumpkin seedsysunflewer seeds/pine nus U
nuts in the same way and they're dead good for H

you tee, but I'm starting to sound like o hippy,
so I'll shut up. A
-- H»----—----—-—--am. . ....-

_Qgpers v,

Capers seem to be served with anchovies quite a
bit so for ages I thought they were some animal J
body part. when my dad cooked me something with A
them in and I found out that they're just the ’ y
piekled buds of a plant. They have quite a sharp
flavour — I mostly put them in tomateey pasta
sauees. You can also make your own fake capers;
h pickling nasturtium buds which is kind of
cool,

l*"l' if Ii‘ — _ 1__-_4 j II \-
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gpvle Cider Vinegggq“ -a ¥p  ,  

I'd mostly seen apple cider vinegar mentioned!  
medicinally - apparently it's good for acne/ 1 :
dandruff/impetigo/teargas/burns/blah blah blah !
- but recently I've got into putting a little H U
splash in stews and sauces. It adds a bit of !
bite and makes the flavour alot more complex. q

Misc Paste
' 1I used to work at a wholefoods shop that had a '

shelf dedicated solely to jars of Japanese food ]
that looked foul - pickled plumsg premade seitan i
and sludgey miso paste. It took those little

sachets of just-add-water miss soup powder to
get me hooked, then I moved onto the more hard-
core paste which isrexpensive as but easy to rob
from Holland & Barratts. You can straight up ‘
make soup out of it but I like stirring a spoon

ful into stews instead of bouillorr

Cumin  
They know the score in the Middle East - they
put cumin in everything, Hoummaug withgut

.. cumin.s is like sex without love, and if you're
nat Puttind it in Your falafel and baba ghanoush
you're making it wrong.

I/!."'",5??!/1/Ills0/ \
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So I started writing at length about my recent‘
Holocaust reading binge before realising that
there's not really all that much more to say

iabout the Second World War, really.So instead .
I'll take the time to enthuse about "Five Years;
In The Warsaw Ghetto" by Bernard Golisteina
which was one of the books I read. w

By all accounts, Goldstein was already something
of a folk hero for left-wing Jews even before
the war, with tales told involving him calming
anti—Semitio mobs, essaping arrest and leading
strikesa I'd love to read a full autobiography
but he doesn't appear to have written one -
"5 Years..." only covers the Second World War,
although earlier and later events are referred
t I b d th' B k if‘ ll t ad g M , 0. orrowe is oe spec ica by e rev

g§";§§about the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising,;gltheugh it
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diversity cf pecple s reacticns to ghettn-
isaticn. I suppose as a left-wing agitator he
was particularly perceptive here, because hm;
desperately heped that pecple wculd resist &
fight In the end, it took the vast nagcrity
cf the ghettc's inhabitants ts be tranupentai

tc their deaths hefcre these remaining reselved

"‘"“ "WW awaW “F” a. -a_~:a swan, H M
fight Once that flecisien is male the hock
#@ 

is electrif in - his descri ticns of

y ghetto in ruins, all those left

An Undergrcund Life: Mencirs Of A Gay Jew Ifld
Berlin - Gad Beck
hats cf sex, mere jckes than ycu wculd expect
and extra helpines cf Zifisisn-elntsrsstins frsm
a queer perspective, ctherwise I wculdn't gs cut
my way te find a copy.

his Way Tc The Gas, Ladies & Gentlemen

A ccllectien cf shcrt stcries - classed as
' fictien but strcngly influenced by the authcr's

time spent wcrking as@a priscner-guard in a
ccncentraticn camp. Raisessscme pretty ccmplex s
questiens abcut ccnplicity, chedience and ~

what humans will dc tc survive, and the
stcries:dcn't leave yeur mind afterwards.

-—--~4--_.-.-%.___preparing to fight to the death, had my heart
hammering and tears streaming as;I read 4 hcurs;
ast the time I'd planned to ge to sdeep.

--_.-_-..__,. i

The descripticns cf the first fighting ah: “H
incredible — Gestapc squads net with gunfire
fer the first tine, traitcrs fcund and executed,
ambushed laid and arns snuggled in, the grin
deterninaticn tc wreak as much damage and
revenge as pessihle befcre the inevitable
defeat —-—~_-._..._~_,

i
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Burp Me Standing - Isabel Fonseea p
This is actually a general histcry cf Gypsies Eg 1

f
1a;
1

in Eurcpe and well werth a read, but it has app X%;$a
I.1chapter specifically discussing the Gypsies in ‘’!%"*“*'~**’3P“*”*
I

the Hclocaust, a subject that's neglected in Q? g
l'!"lQl1*'l"\1l'l.|I"'|..l|-15'! :* W

E



Gcldstein fills his heck with tales cf
the bravery cf cthers ~ paragraph-lcng steries;
cf ccurage and selidarity in the face cf terrer
He is always quick tc heap praise en ether
pecple but talks down the amazing things he did
and writes in a straightfcrward way that lets
the events speak fcr themselves. i 

There's sc much mere to say abcut this
incredible peck, but really you shculd just gc
and find a cepy. It's put out by AK Press — if
ycu get your library to erder it in, then naybe
cne day seneene will borrew it instead cf scne
gung-he British war_bcek with a Spitfire en the
@@VCre T

--‘,

Anyway, here's the ether beaks I read recently,
scstly nemeirs. If anycne can reccsnend beaks
abeut the experiences cf queers in the H$l5r

aauss please email me because l've struggled to
find any,altheugh prey sust exist. Also any
general recemmendatiens (that aren't ‘Schin-
dler's List‘) er discussicn wculd be welccne.

If This ls A Han ~ Prise Levi
Bcssihly the nest fancus cencentraticn camp
neacir, and well deserved. Henest,ctheushtful
and harrowing - adds layers cf ccaplexity ta
the simplified picture ycu get taught at schccl

The Truce - Prime Levi
This fcllews en free ‘If This ls A Man‘ and
tells cf Levi's jcurney back heme tc Italy after
the war has ended. It gives ycu an idea cf the
tctal fucking chaes that nainland Eurcpe was ih

after the war - really interesting.

Mans - Art Speigelman
Hasn't everyone read this already? If net it's
pretty much the one graphic novel tham.every T
library has se go and borrow it new.
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It wasn't all that helpful to decide to write I
about Israel/Palestine, because where the fuck do L
you begin? I changed my mind a fair few times;
while I was there - some times I started to plan
a zine solely about my trip, other times the idea

1 i

that I had anything at all to contribute to thee L
debate seemed so stupid that I flssclvsd not to B '
write or draw anything about it, ewer. Later one
I reached some kind of compromise - I think it's \
irrelevant to weigh in on the politicsg but I dc:
want to write about those times, with no greater
aim than just to describe it; remember it and get;.
it_out of my head a biti_ I “ii I  

. i
r ' , '

Anyone hho hasaheard me get started with the
stories after a couple of oidensawill know that
I can go on indefinitely, but in the interests of
brevity and, um, not behg boring, I decided to
write about theaslightly odd group of songs that
have become so evocative of those times and travelsa
There's so much more to write, but that doesn't mean
it's necessarily worth writing, or indeed reading. v

va-

éfiéiglt fibre p.71 surrendered to technology, bought
myself one and set off to sweet talk anyone I met
with a computer full of music. ,

A few days later I found myself at my second gig
in T.A., in a community centre with a basketball
court outsidee I was away from my affinity group
for the first time and trying to act more onfident
than I felt. The lovely Israeli punks spoke to

so for now’ this is all‘ I  I teach other in English so I could understand, and

I arrived in Tel Aviv with no music beyond two
cassettes - "Music Of The Medicine Shows" and a
Billie Holiday compilation - both taped off
library CDs on a broken stereo in Barcelona. I
think I had expected a Walkman to fall into my
lap at some point between arriving back in the UK
and leaving for Israel/Palestine, but none did, so
my crappy tapes sat in my too-big backpack getting
clogged up and taunting me. After two weeks sing—  

-ing half-remembered songs to myself I cracked and  
went to buy myself a tape player. In the shop I
realised that an MP5 player was only a few dozen _

'

halfway through one conversation a girl almost as.
short as me e all queer punk patches, pink shoes
and fast Hebrew — barrelled into the group with
hugs anfiinew stories, just back from weeks away,
We were introduced, and so I met Nos, Inside later
on, Msiachschi HsiPfnka launched into 'Abu Dhabi'
which Kerem had played me earlier on, and everyone
danced and sang along. Noa was on someone's shoulder
shoulders, Oren was photographing everything asa_
usual, and I cracked a grin as Kerem dragged me in
to dance. ' v '



\

N°t 103% afterwards I found myself in a ninibusal
taxi to Hebron, reeking of teargas and the alcohol
we used to counteract 1t, turning a bullet casing
over and over in my hand as I stared out of the
window at the dirt road taking us away from the  
aitermath of a demonstration, Just another Palest-
-inian demonstration that had kicked off; just
another Friday in Bi1'in of gas and gunshots an@
the Red Crescent medics rushing to crumpled people
on the ground. I fumbled in my bag for my MP5
Player, fiound 'Haillie Does Hbbron' by Prnpagandhi
and clicked around until it was on repeate The sbw
riff felt like a comforting weight en my chest a
eventually I relaxed just enough to let my brain
replay the last few hours without trying to stop
it or process it all. Setting off from the village
in the thick of the demonstration, letting my fear
be turned into adrenaline by the heat and the ‘La,
La, La Jedar!' ('No, No, No Wall!') chant that
reminded me of a Dead Prez@song- Turning that g
bend in the road that I still dream about, and the
electric few secondsabefore the first tear gas:
canister is shot. Later on, the desperate scramble
over a wall with Asirid to esnape running soldiers
and the total fucking dread of guns aiming right
at us and then the first shots. Not knowing
whether it was rubber (-coated steel) bullets or
live anmo, crouching in the gorse and rosemary

- - _ _ -
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with my hand: arms protecting my head thinking
nothing except ‘just not the temples or eyes;

imzx 3. U l if -If ‘ “ th tjust not thetemples or eyes and realising a y
had ShredI'll.always be an atheist because if I flnY_

of belief left 1 would have been praying. Trylae
to retreat but the firing ¢0ntinuin€ and Q°t belng
bl to do a fucking thing except keep going and.a e  -

hopem that they missed. And as we stumbled through
*the as to somewhere safer, leaves from the olive,. g _
‘trees around us were sent fluttering to the groung
b the bulletsswhipping through their branches anY
the evil, delicate beauty of it Shfiwk me more.tfia:
the scream of the woman behind usgas she fell,, in.

I listened to nothing but that one song for the:
5 hours it took to reach Hebron, and couldn't get.
to sleep without it for a week. It's lyrics are
simplistic butsthere are times when you need
someone shouting ‘Fuck Religion!‘ repeatedly in
your ear, and that taxi ride was one of them. _

We never did decide whether Du ArabiammMCs§db
actually rhyme 'jacuzzi' with ‘Uzi’ in the song I j
never caught the name of, but it always made me~
smile. This song was the soundtrack for the taxi
ride from Jerusalem to Ramallah through the
Qulandiya checkpoint. The road runs right alongside
the Separation Wall for the last few minutes of
driving before the checkpoint, skimming the massive
concrete barrier so massive that when I finally see
the Berlin Wall 6 months later I laugh with tears
in my eyes at how tiny it seems by comparison. On
the other side of the road ista wasteland where?
innumerable houses have been demolished to create
a clearer line of fire for army snipers in the
Wall's guntowers. Then we turn through an opening
in the wall and the checkpoint looms like a dystopic
toll booth.¥Eyeryone geteteat ead“we queue before
being herded through turnstiles to hold up our
papers against inches of bombproof_glassutgQthe,
bored teenage soldiers behind.
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The last time I make that journey is in the opposite
direction and I leave Ramallah knowing that I will
never see it again. At the checkpoint I stay on the
taxi with the other foreigners - I'm exploiting my
privilege as a non-Palestinian but I'm pretty sure
it's the only way to get through the checkpoint
without ending up in a detention centret I hold my
passport in my lap and try to.look like an apolitical
touristt I roll up my sleeves, undo a button on my
shint and pretend to listen to my MP5 player. There‘
There's no mwsic On thoughm I need to concentrate.
I check again the page they'll want to see. It's all
in order. It's fine. My section of the Israeli entry
form I filled out on the plane is stapled in, the
visa stamp all in order, another 2 weekszleft of my
three months. It's fine. I can't resist quickly
lifting up the edge that is;unstapled and just a
glimpse of the real visa stamp underneath.with the
newer CANCELLED stamp over it three times makes me
deel a bit sick, I try not to imagine the face of.the apprOaching_S0ldi8I if she saw that, what would
follow. It's not he long until I leave anyway; and"
l really don't wanto to sP9nd Phat tlme 1P?ked “P'
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I concentrate on acting relaxed as the soldier
climbs the steps, trying not to nervously tap my
foot. I'M convinced she can read my mind and watch;
the last week like a film in m head — arrest, jail, 3 ' ,I . ~ _ é

. . . - _ '_.’ "1-I\ '1-K 15-‘-court, house arrest, the immigration police at the , I€%@Ifi,If% -
front door, the frantic packing for deportation, the §$@%a.”\
layers of lies in the interview room that somehew I " 3.3 I IMWM€$€g~‘. " H I
heId, theblagged two weeks before my flight homeeon
the promise of good behaviour, no more funny
business and definitely no being caught leaving
the West Bank with a cancelled visa and a guilty v e J H -it
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we're just turning the corner mfxthn onto the.
road alongside the Wall when another soldier;
flags us down. Everybne‘s papers some yWMW§§fi$T.1 ,
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I've jumped ahead. I prefer to remember further back,
before Astrid and I got nicked - back when I was;
mulling over plans dor my next visit instead of
reeling from the finality of a 10 year deportation
order. I felt full of ideasg my head full of news
friends and new experiences, my ideas-fiwolving in
front of me. I held Nca dbse under the chugging
ceiling fan in her top floor room, the sheetsa
tangled around our legs, mosquitos rewlling on our
exposed skin. Her computer flicked through itsaMP5s
at random and the opening chords of "My Hump" by the
Black Eefi1Peasscracks us both up, laughing and
‘kissing and cocooning ourselves from the spent
teargas canister under her coffee table and the off
duty soldiers in the streets below, the memeriessw-e=
both pretend to forget for these few hours and the

And now forwards again, although me and Astrid
still have our visas and our affinity group isastill
functioning. HRiThe four of us are in a taxi taking
us along the Jordan Valley, heading for a Bedouin
camp under an army demolition order. Every few
minutes we pass a pillbox covered in eamo netting,
an army vehicle or a checkpoint. when stopped we
blag our way through, babbling about friends on a
kibbutz, playing it dumb and flirtatiously catching
the eyes of the young soldiers in aviator shades;
from the back seat while our Palestinian driver
stares straight forwards, nkutmhtng tightly
gripping the steering wheel.

I

@1ie*aaaai‘&ii£%i'&"ia;a¢uaa‘l“théi Ensi the 1+1 aw
across the valley is staggering. The plalns below

disputed ground beneath us. '@“W "fl “m“”'m”“ ‘ us sweeps out like a sea, unbroken by walls or
.._ . _ _. _.i_.___-_.i-.-p~-.-...,..,.—_----.-.-
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._ .. .. ‘P
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enclosures Ancient clusters of white stone houses
are painfully bright in the sun and in theffurthast

... they‘re not allthat siked to_be'here, either.
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distance colossal mountains loom, visible only asr
grainy silhouettes. The squalling feedback of ’ '
"St0nes%From Heaven” by Neurosisacompletes the
scene as I let myself be swept up by the epic '

 ih

vastness of the landscape. Then we start to pass the
artificial rectangular patches of settlement " p
vineyards: battalions of polytunnels and ranksaof
security lights mounted on high fencesa Asawe drive
I hate humans for trying to divide up this valley
into uniform pbots of land, for trying to fence off
and claim portions of this place that has seen
humans arrive and will see them disappear,

That night I lie in our hut on the Bedouin encamp-
-ment and watch the stars out of the doorway. The
sheep outside shift and settle and the night's
breeze rustles the plastic sheeting of the walls.
Outside the gathering of huts no fence separates
us from the dark valley which is as empty of humans
as anywhere l have ever imagined. On a hill to one
side, the perimeter lights around the settlement
that has brought the D9 bulldozers to this place _,
glow gaudily. For now though, I can only see the
stars outside and the silhouettes of my sleeping
friendsa and in my half-sleep I fumble for my
MP5 player. I find ‘Stones From Heaven‘ again
and let it carry me off to sleep.
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