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| have heard of several women who, post op, have suffered
from urinary problems usually due to the closure or near
closure of their urethra. | have to report acautionary tale that this
can occur years and years after any reassignment surgery - viz to
myself. My surgery was in 1971 and the passing of water remained
adequate for 14 years until this time last year, when without warning . ‘
the urethra closed almost completely. An emergency visit to hospital and a dilation
followed by two more such events at monthly intervals did nothing to relieve the situation.
For some six months | had to time myself from loo to loo at about % hour intervals. Finally |
went for another dilation only to wake up after the anaesthetic with a catheter inserted and
a further four days in hospital. | had had a ‘'meatoplasty’ but never gathered exactly what
that implied. The result - the best water works | have ever had. So for any others who may
suffer a similar fate don't take second best. Demand a meatoplasty and start living again.

. A Special Programme by Yorkshire TV - Miriam Stoppard series entitled - "Where -

There's Life - is due for showing this summer. The subject is transsexualism - but focused
on yours truly and Mark Rees. Filming has already taken place and we hope that what is
shown brings out the message we wish to broadcast to relatives and friends of all
transsexuals in particular and the public at large. The producer is a lovely cooperative
person but there is inevitably a conflict between the programmer’'s concern for viewing
figures and the subject who wants to put over a particular message. If the date is available
it will be given as a Stop Press.

As an experiment, which hopefully will be continued if there is sufficient interest, | will
offer my flat for visits by members and/or their close family relatives on the following two
Sundays - 15th June and 13th July between 11 am and 5 pm. Squash, tea or coffee and
" biscuits provided ad lib but no food. Bring your own refreshments if desired.

If members ring beforehand | will send a map of how to find me.

ACCOUNTS 1985
The income and expenditure account for 1.12.84 to 30.11.85 is as follows:

INCOME , EXPENDITURE
Subscriptions 3286.21 Stationery 242.52
Sale of Handbooks 220.30 Postage 680.84
Sale of Newsletters 193.75 Printing & Secretarial 2100.42
Deposit of Interest 167.93 Travelling 12563
Sundries . 84.50 Telephone & Office 595.06
Donations 61.00 Bank Charges 21.74
Corporation Tax 31.20
1984 Creditors 133.95
Donation* 500.00
Sundries 56.63
£4013.69 £4487.99

Excess of expenditure over income £474.30

*NOTE :In 1983 a member left SHAFT £500 in her will to be used for a worthwhile
purpose. It was decided that Mark Rees case to Europe and his solicitors and his
expenses justified the use of this donation. Without this abnormal expenditure the excess
of income over expenditure would have been + £25.70.
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LETTERS

WHERE DO WE GO?

Where do we go when we can’t get the help we need?
When you live in a small town and you are the only TS and
wish you had a female face and still have got your beard. So what do we do? Do we slowly
go round the bend?

No, if you want to be awoman badly you fight and by God you fight. But if flghtmg IS still
getting you nowhere do let me know what you would do. What do we do when GPs just
give you hormones and you can’t get any more help than that? You keep writing letters to
hospitals till you find a surgeon who will do your ops. Then you have the long wait. But if
you have got money you can get all you want overnight.

So why do we have to wait for years on the NHS, spending years of torment just to have
a face that looks just like awoman’'s? Why can’t doctors see we need help as we have to go
out in to the outside world and face people? If your face can still be read as male even with
make-up on then, to me, | think some doctors think we have no feelings or nerves.

We are people - we can't help the way we are so | do think we should fight more for what
we want and try to get face surgery as soon as we have lived for that one year and shown
that we do want to be awoman. | have been fighting for 2 years to get a face op and still do
not know iIf | am going to get one or not.

So what do we do? If you know, do let me know how you did it so | can get the help jUSt
like you.

Donna of /lkeston (5694)

NOTE : There is no such thing as a face op’, Donna. We are what we are, and no doctor or
surgeon can wave a magic wand and turn us overnight into a beautiful princess. All they
can do is offer hormone treatment which may alter fat distribution in the face so giving a
more feminine appearance. Surgically there may be operations available to alter specific
facial features, such as reducing the adams apple or altering the shape of the nose or
chin. And gender reassignment surgery itself may produce a more softening and prettier
appearance by stopping the production of testosterone. All this, together with the long-
term benefit of electrolysis to eliminate facial hair growth, can alter the appearance of
the M-F TS face to something more female. But all this takes time - certainly longer than
one year-andone mustbe prepared notonly to fight but also to ‘wait’ and to accept that
doctors can help but cannot do the impossible.

(Editor)

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING

Reading the Newsletter, | cannot avoid the impression that a large percentage of TSs are
always looking for something for nothing. They expect not only the State to pay for the
operation etc. but also seem to think it quite in order to, additionally: do no work; get
supplementary benefit; free fares; free electrolysis; free clothes; council housing etc. etc.

For God's sake why can’t the vast majority of them try standing on their own feet and do
something for themselves? This sort of behaviour can hardly be expected to enamour us
to the general public.

It makes me feel ashamed to be associated with such a large number of pariahs.

Pamela of Tadworth (221)




THANK YOU SHAFT - PART 2

Following my item "Thank you SHAFT Vol.2 No.10, | made a visit to Charing Cross in
December on weekend leave, and everything went very well there. | will be on hormone
treatment on leaving prison. | have been given two months parole off my sentence.

| will be seeing a GP who said he will help me on the matter of electrolysis on the NHS.
Everything is working out very nicely, | am most grateful for the help given me by SHAFT
members, it's been a life-line. Your letters and visits have been so important to me, and
have helped me through a time when | need this help most. | have learned a lot from
meeting other members, their advice etc. The future is only going to get better, thank you
all. Now that | am living full-time in Luton, if | can help any other member in any way, | will
try my best. Write via the Contact System. Julie of Luton (613)

PARTY LINE

Well, | finally got one! a telephone of my own that i1s. Until now | have been rather
reluctant to call anyone on the ‘phone. It wasn’t very convenient to call one’s fellow SHAFT
members for a private chat when the room is full of people (Mum, Dad, brother and sister
and company) so | decided that it was time for me to have a ‘phone of my own. | would
dearly love to talk to other members (those who are willing), however because of the cost
of the installation, | won't be making many calls during the first quarter i.e. until mid June,
but, if any members would like a quiet friendly chat, please do give me a call, or if you
prefer, drop me a line via the contact system.

| can be contacted directly on my own private line after 6.30 pm. You will be speaking
directly to me, | say this because | am sure there are members who would like to
communicate but, perhaps like me, they're not sure who will answer.

| am willing to meet other members for person to person talks, a friendly chat over acup
of tea (or coffee if you prefer!). There is one member who has expressed her intention to
meet me and to ‘phone me, she knows who she is as we have been writing to each other,
but | am hoping a few more members will be interested. My number (including STD code)
is (075 785) 8926.

One final thing, don't be alarmed if the voice that answers you does not sound very
feminine, | am doing my best, and | should soon be receiving speech therapy, and don't
worry too much if your voice isn't quite up to the mark, I'm sure you will do your best as
well.

Here's waiting for your call!

Marion of Selby (727)

REJECTION

A few months ago, | was on my way to visit a friend, but she was not at home. So | called
at a public house. The time was between 7 pm and 8 pm. | asked the bar lady for a soft
drink (still orange) and she seemed to hesitate. Just then the landlord’s wife spoke to the
bar-lady ‘What does HE want?’ (I have been living in the female role since last August,full-
time. | think one of the regular customers who knew me in my former gender role told the
staff about me). The landlady asked me what | wanted | repeated my request for a soft
drink. She said she would not serve me. | asked her why not. She said ‘| don't like your
company’. | asked her to give a fuller explanation but she just repeated ‘| don’t like your
company’. As | don’t work for, or represent a company she meant my personage. | left that
public house feeling hurt and angry. | went to the police to ask about my rights and they

told me that the landlady is within her rights not to serve a person, for any reason.
Jamie of Manchester (738)

GAMES TRANSSEXUALS PLAY

During my visit to hospital for the op, my psychiatric assessors asked me to write some
notes on ‘counselling TS patients’. In my remarks | pointed out that to many people the
assumptions of the professionals are patently obvious, and other people learn about those
assumptions through groups like SHAFT. It then becomes a simple matter to take
advantage of those assumptions by tailoring responses to illustrate that one is a case of
the stereotypical and "approved’ pattern. The fault lies in the de-personalising attitudes of
medical staff; and the tendency of some TSs to join a subculture, contributes to the
problem.

In my case, the entire psychiatric assessment seemed like a game in which one had to
recognise the demands of those who had the power to deliver the goal, and tailor the
feedback accordingly for optimum response. This is where | differ strongly with Ms Webb
(Talking Shop, Vol.2 No.14). There is no collusion between TSs and the Empire of
transsexers, simply the struggle to exercise our prerogatives concerning our own bodies
without having the power ourselves.

If one Is removed from mainstream society, by choice or by stigma, then one loses the
already limited access of society’'s members to equality. The struggle is entirely similar to
the struggle of women to chose responsibility for their own bodies when faced with social
pressures concerning childbearing, appearance, and other role aspects. ’

Two strategies can be employed in that struggle. Currently, some women confront the
pressures for social role-playing with arguments that have the force of logic and natural
justice. Such an approach may have limited success in a society that gives little respect to
logic or justice. |

Historically, women have gained their goals by gameplaying skills similar to the ones |
employed to get the op - flattery, cajoling, trading the granting of favour, approval, or
fulfilment in the few areas controlled in return for similar grants in other areas (sex for
money, purity and holiness for protection and material wealth, mothering for social
validity, apparent submission for the meal ticket). It is an appropriate response in a
situation where assertiveness and competitiveness without power is self-destructive.

I'm not asserting that the second strategy, sometimes called deviousness, is to be
respected. It does work however. Most TS (M-F) women, like other women will gain from
a raised consciousness only if their newfound awareness enables them to use or gain
some form of power - social, political, moral, or military. We are asked to have faith that
such power either already exists or can be won, and that we can use it (‘'we have to begin
somewhere, sometime’). | don’t have any faith in collective power, nor in the justice of
democracy, nor in the effective force of reason. | do see that it is possible to form a decent
personal morality and to achieve goals as individuals, and then to help others as
individuals.

If we treat the Empire, the law, the government, and any other interference as a game
situation to be survived, then each new game may need those with common cause to band
together, but then to assert our individuality.

We need SHAFT as a counter to the Empire’s games, but | question any assertion that TS
people have common cause with the labour movement. Like Ms Webb, | feel | have
common cause with other women. It seems, however, as if the Women's Movement
shares some of the depersonalising attitudes held by the Empire, suggesting that
‘collusion” with either group will be equally improbable.

Deri of Rugby (98)







































