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by Judy
I have heard of several women who, post op, have suffered

from urinary problems usually due to the closure or near  
closure of their urethra. I have to report a cautionary tale that this '._ it
can occur years and years after any reassignment surgery - viz to ñii;-óii ~.
myself. My surgery was in 1971 and the passing of water remained iió
adequate for 14 years until this time last year, when without warning 1'-i~ i I
the urethra closed almost completely. An emergency visit to hospital and a dilation
followed by two more such events at monthly intervals did nothing to relieve the situation.
For some six months I had to time myself from loo to loo at about % hour intervals. Finally I
went for another dilation only to wake up afterthe anaesthetic with a catheter inserted and
a further four days in hospital. I had had a ómeatoplastyô but never gathered exactly what
that implied. The result - the best water works I have ever had. So for any others who may
suffer a similar fate don't take second best. Demand a meatoplasty and start living again.
.A Special Programme by Yorkshire W - Miriam Stoppard series entitled - óWhere

There's Lifeô - is due for showing this summer. The subject is transsexualism - but focused
on yours truly and Mark Rees. Filming has already taken place and we hope that what is
shown brings out the message we wish to broadcast to relatives and friends of all
transsexuals in particular and the public at large. The producer is a lovely cooperative
person but there is inevitably a conflict between the programmer's concern for viewing
figures and the subject who wants to put over a particular message. If the date is available
it will be given as a Stop Press.

As an experiment, which hopefully will be continued if there is sufficient interest, I will
offer my flat for visits by members and/or their close family relatives on the following two
Sundays - 15th June and 13th July between 1 1 am and 5 pm. Squash, tea or coffee and
biscuits provided ad lib but no food. Bring your own refreshments if desired.

If members ring beforehand I will send a map of how to find me.

ACCOUNTS 1985
The income and expenditure account for 1.12.84 to 30.1 1.85 is as follows:
INCOME _ EXPENDITURE
Subscriptions 3286.21 Stationery 242.52
Sale of Handbooks 220.30 Postage 680.84
Sale of Newsletters 193.75 Printing Er Secretarial 2100.42
Deposit of Interest 167.93 Travelling 125.63
Sundries . 84.50 Telephone Er Office 595.06
Donations 61.00 Bank Charges 21.74

Corporation Tax 31.20
1984 Creditors 133.95
Donation* 500.00
Sundries 56.63

Ã4013.69 194487.99
. Excess of expenditure over income Ã474.30

*NOTE :ln 1983 a member left SHAFT Ã500 in her will to be used for a worthwhile
purpose. It was decided that Mark Reesô case to Europe and his solicitors and his
expenses justified the use of this donation. Without this abnormal expenditure the excess
of income over expenditure would have been + Ã25.70.
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When you live in a small town and you are the only TS and

wish you had a female face and still have got your beard. So what do we do? Do we slowly
go round the bend? .

No, if you want to be a woman badly you fight and by God you fight. But if fighting is still
getting you nowhere do let me know what you would do. What do we do when GPs just
give you hormones and you can't get any more help than that? You keep writing letters to
hospitals till you find a surgeon who will do your ops. Then you have the long wait. But if
you have got money you can get all you want overnight.

So why do we have to wait for years on the N HS, spending years of torment just to have
a face that looks just like a woman's? Why can't doctors see we need help as we have to go
out in to the outside world and face people? If your face can still be read as male even with
make-up on then, to me, I think some doctors think we have no feelings or nerves.

We are people - we can't help the way we are so I do think we should fight more forwhat
we want and try to get face surgery as soon as we have lived for that one year and shown
that we do want to be a woman. I have been fighting for 2 years to get a face op and still do
not know if I am going to get one or not. _

So what do we do? If you know, do let me know how you did it so l can get the help just
like you. I

Donna of llkeston (594)
NO TE: There is no such thing as a óface opf. Donna. We are what we are, and no doctor or
surgeon can wave a magic wand and turn us overnight into a beautiful princess. All they
can do is offer hormone treatment which may alter fat distribution in the face so giving a
more feminine appearance. Surgically there may be operations available to alterspecific
facial features. such as reducing the adams apple or altering the shape of the nose or
chin. And gender reassignment surgery itselfmayproduce a more softening andprettier
appearance by stopping the production of testosterone. All this, together with the long-
term benefit of electrolysis to eliminate facial hair growth, can alter the appearance of
the M-F TS face to something more female. But all this takes time - certainly longer than
one year - and one must be prepared not only to ófightô but also to ówaitô and to accept that
doctors can help but cannot do the impossible.

(Editor)

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING

Reading the Newsletter, I cannot avoid the impression that a large percentage of TSs are
always looking for something for nothing. They expect not only the State to pay for the
operation etc. but also seem to think it quite in order to, additionally: do no work; get
supplementary benefit; free fares; free electrolysis; free clothes; council housing etc. etc.

For God's sake why can't the vast majority of them try standing on their own feet and do
something for themselves? This sort of behaviour can hardly be expected to enamour us
to the general public.

It makes me feel ashamed to be associated with such a large number of pariahs.
Pamela of Tadworth (221)
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THANK YOU SHAFT - PART 2  

Following my item óThank you SHAFTó Vol.2 No.10, I made a visit to Charing Cross in
December on weekend leave, and everything went very well there. I will be on hormone
treatment on leaving prison. I have been given two months parole off my sentence.

I will be seeing a GP who said he will help me on the matter of electrolysis on the NHS.
Everything is working out very nicely, I am most grateful for the help given me by SHAFT
members, it's been a life-line. Your letters and visits have been so important to me, and
have helped me through a time when I need this help most. I have learned a lot from
meeting other members, their advice etc. The future is only going to get better, thank you
all. Now that I am living full-time in Luton, if I can help any other member in any way, I will
try my best. Write via the Contact System. Juýe of Lumn (513)

\
i Z I j ð I j i I i i

PARTY LINE
Well, I finally got one! a telephone of my own that is. Until now I have been rather

reluctant to call anyone on the óphone. It wasn't very convenient to call oneós fellow SHAFT
members for a private chat when the room is full of people (Mum, Dad, brother and sister
and company) so I decided that it was time for me to have a óphone of my own. I would
dearly love to talk to other members (those who are willing), however because of the cost
of the installation, I won't be making many calls during the first quarter i.e. until mid June,
but, if any members would like a quiet friendly chat, please do give me a call, or if you
prefer, drop me a line via the contact system.

l can be contacted directly on my own private line after 6.30 pm. You will be speaking
directly to me, I say this because I am sure there are members who would like to
communicate but, perhaps like me, they're not sure who will answer.

I am willing to meet other members for person to person talks, a friendly chat over a cup
of tea (or coffee if you preferl). There is one member who has expressed her intention to
meet me and to óphone me, she knows who she is as we have been writing to each other,
but I am hoping a few more members will be interested. My number(including STD code)
is (075 785) 8926.

One final thing, don't be alarmed if the voice that answers you does not sound very
feminine, I am doing my best, and I should soon be receiving speech therapy, and don't
worry too much if your voice isn't quite up to the mark, lóm sure you will do your best as
well.

Here's waiting for your call!
- Marion of Selby (72 7)

REJECTION
A few months ago, I was on my way to visit a friend, but she was not at home. So I called

at a public house. The time was between 7 pm and 8 pm. I asked the bar lady for a soft
drink (still orange) and she seemed to hesitate. Just then the landlord's wife spoke to the
bar-lady óWhat does H E want?ó (I have been living in the female role since last August,full-
time. I think one of the regular customers who knew me in my former gender role told the
staff about me). The landlady asked me what I wanted I repeated my request for a soft
drink. She said she would not serve me. I asked her why not. She said óI don't like your
companyó. I asked her to give a fuller explanation but she just repeated óI don't like your
companyó. As I don't work for, or represent a company she meant my personage. I left that
public house feeling hurt and angry. I went to the police to ask about my rights and they
told me that the landlady is within her rights not to serve a person, for any reason.

Jamie of Manchester (738)

. 4

GAMES TRANSSEXUALS PLAY
During my visit to hospital for the op, my psychiatric assessors asked me to write some

notes on ócounselling TS patientsó. In my remarks I pointed out that to many people the
assumptions of the professionals are patently obvious, and other people learn about those
assumptions through groups like SHAFT. It then becomes a simple matter to take
advantage of those assumptions by tailoring responses to illustrate that one is a case of
the stereotypical and óapprovedô pattern. The fault lies in the de-personalising attitudes of
medical staff; and the tendency of some TSs to join a subculture, contributes to the
problem.

In my case, the entire psychiatric assessment seemed like a game in which one had to
recognise the demands of those who had the power to deliver the goal, and tailor the
feedback accordingly for optimum response. This is where I differ strongly with Ms Webb
(Talking Shop, Vol.2 No.14). There is no collusion between TSs and the Empire of
transsexers, simply the struggle to exercise our prerogatives concerning our own bodies
without having the power ourselves.

If one is removed from mainstream society, by choice or by stigma, then one loses the
already limited access of society's members to equality. The struggle is entirely similar to
the struggle of women to chose responsibility for their own bodies when faced with social
pressures concerning childbearing, appearance, and other role aspects. J

Two strategies can be employed in that struggle. Currently, some women confrontithe
pressures for social role-playing with arguments that have the force of logic and natural
justice. Such an approach may have limited success in a society that gives little respect to
logic or justice.

Historically, women have gained their goals by gameplaying skills similar to the ones I
employed to get the op - flattery, cajoling, trading the granting of favour, approval, or
fulfillment in the few areas controlled in return for similar grants in other areas (sex for
money, purity and holiness for protection and material wealth, mothering for social
validity, apparent submission for the meal ticket). It is an appropriate response in a
situation where assertiveness and competitiveness without power is self-destructive.

I'm not asserting that the second strategy, sometimes called deviousness, is to be
respected. It does work however. Most TS ( M-F) women, like other women will gain from
a raised consciousness only if their newfound awareness enables them to use or gain
some form of power - social, political, moral, or military. We are asked to have faith that
such power either already exists or can be won, and that we can use it (ówe have to begin
somewhere, sometimeó). I don't have any faith in collective power, nor in the justice of
democracy, nor in the effective force of reason. I do see that it is possible to form a decent
personal morality and to achieve goals as individuals, and then to help others as
individuals.

If we treat the Empire, the law, the government, and any other interference as a game
situation to be survived, then each new game may need those with common cause to band
together, but then to assert our individuality.

We need SHAFT as a counterto the Empireós games, but I question any assertion that TS
people have common cause with the labour movement. Like Ms Webb, I feel I have
common cause with other women. It seems, however, as if the Women's Movement
shares some of the depersonalising attitudes held by the Empire, suggesting that
ócollusionô with either group will be equally improbable.

Deri of Rugby (98)

þirt?
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RELATIONSHIPS
I would like to respond to Cheryl's request for views on órelationshipsô (Vol.2 No.13). In

her ócommentô she provided alternatives of a limited nature and of limited generation. But
she has bit on a real woman's question - very close to the heart of my óglossyô feminism.

Success, it was implied, comes from ópairing up and going off to lead normal lives in
which they want to forget they were ever TSó. Well I don't think that many of us, surely,
want any reminders - it would seem to me that continuing a ópre-opô relationship can only
leave one haunted with it. The problem, some of us might say, is that we don't see success
as being measured by early marriage - is the marriage of a I 6 year old girl, of necessity, a
cause for celebration? My daughter, now I 5, would shudder at the very idea. She wants óa
man and a couple of kidsó but she wants a lot of life both before and after - and during.

I have two old friends in that position though, obviously, less lucky. They have
óhusbandsô, nice blokes but not really worth the space they take up. Both have nice homes,
security and, I guess, a kind of loving. Unfortunately what seemed a good thing at the pre-
op time has now palled for both of them. They are both óde-classedó - being both more
intelligent than their husbands. They are bored but enmeshed in mortgages, bank loans,
lack of alternatives, social nets and sheer bloody habit. Sensible styles, sensible clothes,
unsensible brains. Mutual love in circumstances like that you can keep - to me it would be
a living death, to them - in private - it is living death.

Could it not be that I, and others, having control over our material being and
relationships, might have a higher level of óbuilt inô stability and security than a ómarriedô
TS? It all depends doesn't it? Could it be that my attitude to relationships is a function of
that security?

I do not live an aesthetic, non-sexual life - far from it. I am not afraid of men, - far from it
(though I have always been a bit scared of men who tower above my 5ó9ñ) and I do not live
in a TS ghetto. But surely I cannot be that unreasonable to believe that relating to men is
neither the mark nor the means towards personal expansion and certainly not the
fulfillment of potential in our ónew gender rolesô? In the end blokes are just blokes (often
seeming an occupational hazard) and there is a hell of a lot more to life than blokes. I
óresumedô sex after two months but discovered that, while it was better than ever, I might
want a man but I didn't need a man in order to fulfill all my potentials.

It might be, after all, that a lot of TSs are neither incapable of forming stable
relationships, nor all rushing off to ópair up successfullyó. They could just be doing what a
lot of normal girls do - trying to maximise their over-all potential. It might be that many
transsexuals have a higher propensity for excitement and lower one for comfort than
others - how does this-differ from other girls? This might not be a sign of instability (if it is,
then death is a highly stable state) - it might just be a question of taste. The assumption
that one should settle down is not a question of truth - it is a question of taste.

We see people's lives through our value systems. Some may choose ómonogamous
heterosexualityó and take it to be óthe normó - the state of normality. Here there is a problem
- since it would require a belief in óbiological imperativeó in making transsexuals to parallel
a belief in it being a óbiological imperativeó in women to live in such a state (i.e. if it is
ónormalô for women it can only be ónormalô for us if we are what we are for biological
reasons). But there is one much greater óbiological imperativeô in women - in fact an
undisputable biological imperative (if one believes in ónormalsô), motherhood and child
care. Now I chose that road - but I don't know anybody elso who would have sublimated
via ómotherhoodô rather than take the obvious course (and one already approached in
I 970) fortwelve years. I could claim, but don't, that my brand oftranssexualism was more
that of ô normaló women who would (on the whole) sacrifice their man for their children and
that the ómarriedsô were merely, a sterile mutation and óunstableô. Not onlythat but it takes
only a slight shift to say that whilst reproduction is natural the ónuclear familyô is not.

I too, thoroughly enjoy being a girl - but I enjoy being my kind of girl. This does not mean
that lólI never be ómonogomously heterosexualô - what it means is that, when I do, I won't

see it as acquiring ónormalityô or óstabilityô. One person's sanctuary can be anotherós cell
and a sanctuary can become a cell with time - at the very least one should be terribly careful
when seeking sanctuary! è

I would like to make a plea for a ówhiff of uncertainlyô in what is written in the Newsletter.
I would never make myself or my life view a óbench markó of anything - I am merely able to
relate my situation to my existence to what I feel is the achievement of my potential. It may
be, of course, that we óself-selectô our friends. I have close friendships with three TSs all of
whom are ósingleô all of whom are successful in career terms - all óachieversô (which does
not make usóniceô or a ógood thingó - we're just like that) all of us are attractive enough to be
óout and outó posers (I) all of us ófall in and out of loveô. I happen to be in a situation where
the órealô girls tend to be friendly with one just the same. To me ómarriageô is something
that I may do if is seems a good idea sometime - or, if for some reason things go wrong, one
can always get ómarriedô. To some of us, as to some women, it is a ósecond prizeó in the
game of life.

But I would never say that it should be seen as the ósecond prizeô by everybody or that
ósecond prizesó are a bad thing, just as I can't be really ódown marketó about sisters who
have to make a living on the streets. Neither should ólesbianismô or óhomosexualityô be
taken as signs of instability or inadequacy. I know lesbian couples with greater depths of
love, affection and understanding than I will ever know and where, to them the positive
rather than negative driving forces are tremendous.

Two of the girls I mentioned above are after their first million (i.e. they are in business,
separately of course), two of us would like to get to the top of our careers - all of us would
like to finance having an even better time (seperately of course) even more ócosyô lifestyles
and so on. I may be the most addicted toólife in the fast laneó but not a lot more. Why give it
up to óknit yoghurt and drive a Citroen Dyanne in after work hoursô?

But I don't say that anyone should óget divorcedô so that they could become a óreal girló
living a life of uncomfortable, to them, freedom. I don't see all married TSs as ó losersô those
who ómarryô for love certainly are not, but those who grab at the first man who comes along
so as to give meaning to their lives, I do not envy at all.

There are, I think, two transsexual tragedies. The first is obvious - the poor creatures
who really never ought to have been allowed to do it because they are never going to stand
a chance of physical integration into any part ofthe range of experiences that women have
open to them, who will always be physically and, since they are under seige, men in
dresses.

The other is more nebulous but just as profound - it is part of the problem that Cheryl
was attempting to address, I think. What is important is that oneós life should have
meaning, if not it is a tragedy. I would hold that the criteria for success is that our lives
should be meaningful - full of the joys, sadnesses and realities of being women.

As long, I argue, as we live women's lives within a context that is the broad range of
female experience, then our lives have meaning and we are successful in what we set out
to do and have done.

Can't Cheryl Warren, óLiberty Belleó, Phaedra Kelly, Aleksandra Kollontai all be right?
Can't married bliss, óKinder, Kuche, Kircheó, lesbian feminism and Cosmopolitan feminism
all be right? t

Can't it all be a question of ótasteô? Can there be óno whiff of uncertaintyó in the party line?

A/eksandra Kollontai (pseud)

For reasons of space the original article has been edited
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