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1 WILL THE SToKE NEWINGTON
EIGHT CELEBRATE 14 W PRISON

As the class war hots up, the state increasingly turns its
attention to putting down its political opponents, Legal
repression becomes the order of the day. The political

police are given a free handy tougher laws are passed;
blatantly political charges like "conspiracy" and "incitement"
are suddenly the rage; sentencing becomes more and more
vindictive,

Singled out for special attention is "public enemy number one"
- the Angry Brigade, The state has shown it will stop at nothing
to find someone guilty of belonging to it. Already they have
made a victim of Jake Prescott - although acquitted of actually
causing explosions Jake was convicted bn a charge of conspiracy
to cause explosions. The evidence against him was incredibly
thin, consisting of his having admitted to addressing in his
undisguised handwriting three envelopes without knowing that |
they were going to be used to post copies of one Angry Brigade

communique, For this the Judge sentenced him to g savage 15
years,

But the Prescott/Purdie trial was only a dress-rehearsal for
an even bigger trial, This June eight militants are in the
dock at the 01d Bailey facing charges intended to expose them

as the nucleus of the Angry Brigade, The Stoke Newington Eight
conspiracy trial will be the biggest show trial yet,
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What is the left doing about this trial, already begun at the
0ld Bailey? Thelr response to the Prescott/Purdie conspiracy
trial was woeful, A "serious failing on the part of the
revolutionary movement in 'Britt.ain", a Red Mole editorial was
candid enough to call it, Despite a few occasional and token
paragraphs about solidarity and the need to "attack and expose
all the Old Bailey frame-ups", the left is still sitting tight.
It seems set on repeating the same errors committed over t.:he
issue of the Prescott/Purdie trial, What is needed is active
solidarity aimed at extending the struggle beyond the totally
unreal confines of the courtroom, What we are getting is a
half-hearted solidarity. Comrades seem to concentrate.on
raising doubts: What are the politics of the Angry Brigade?
Do The Stoke Newington Eight include any members of the Angry
Brigade? Are any of the Eight guilty of the charges against
them? Can the left actively defend unaligned militants?

Such doubts are out of place here, They shou.!.d be.absolutely
irrelevant to the question of active soli flarﬁ.:y with those
presently facing trial., Revolutionary.solldarlty should emt.u'ace
all those on the left who become vigtims of state persecution,
whether innocent or guilty, whether bombers or not., The state

assault on the Stoke Newington Eight 1is part of a gen?ral
campaign of legal repression. If the state wins in this case

it will consider victory in future political trials a matter
of course, If the state can effectively silence our eight ‘
then not a single revolutionary can escape the blame, What
1s really on trial is the state's ability to railroad who it
likes, when it likes, no matter what the evi dence, In the
Eight's own words, "We are the harbingers of the coming stomm
and the treatment we receive is the foretaste for all who stand
in their way". They are up for trial because they resisted.,

There 1s a further special reason for giving solidarity to
the 8. Their resistance involved them in identifying themselves
as militant opponents of the system, All of them were active

an different sections of the movement- their involvement

covers things as diverse as Claimants Unions, Women's Liberation,
Gay Liberation, tenants and squatters campaigns, radical student
politics, experiments in communal living, international
organising in defence of political prisoners.

But here ironically we touch on the root reason for the left
disquiet about giving solidarity., The majority of the left
reject Angry Brigade politics as they understand them, But
they also recognise that both the Angry Brigade and the Stoke
Newington 8 identify themselves as members of the libertarian
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