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FOREWORD

How many people who are compelled to sell
their labour have heard of The Economic League?
How many people who are refused a job know
the Economic League might be to blame?

This book is packed with information about the
Economic League - and the rest of the extreme
right wing network of individuals and organisa-
tions who threaten democracy in Britain.

The message of this book must be given popular
appeal and form. It must be given to workers
who do not know their employer subscribes to
The Economic League. It must be given to
collective bargainers to negotiate employers
breaking their links with The Economic League.
It must be given to activists so that the
necessary offensive against the British Right can
be sustained.

Max Madden M.P.
(Bradford West)
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This is the true story of The Economic League. It is not, however, the
complete story which will take years of work, and pressure, to

praduce.

The first priority was to assemble everything that was known about the

League. Publications like *Labour Research®, "State Research®, *Black [§° PAGE 3 *THE ECONOMIC LEAGUE TODAY
Flag" and of course "Lobster” (available from 17c Pearson Avenue, *PROPAGANDA *MEETINGS *LEAFLETS *PUBLICATIONS

Hull, HUS) and Granada TV’s "World in Action® were indispensible in PAGE 7 *EDUCATION *HANAGEMENT *SHOPFLOOR
PAGE 8 PoLITICAL VETTING *EXPOSED: THE

doing this. | .
the League’s POLITICALLY SEXY" SIDE OF THE ECONOMIC LEAGUE

It quickly became apparent that to make sense of
activities these had to be put firmly in a “historical context® and *WHERE THE INFORMATION COMES FROM *THE ACCURACY OF
THE LEAGUE'S INFORMATION *NED WALSH *WHY THE

»related” to the growth of the "Radical Right®. What scoops we have

uncovered have emerged from this process and the credit sust aust be LEAGUE'S DATA IS INACCURATE

shared by all the members of the *1 in 12 Publications Collective® who PAGE 13 *ORGANISATION *WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM
$LINKS WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS *THE LEAGUE'S

helped in the research. The help we received from individuals acraoss
the Labour Movement (from Parliament, to trade unionists, Labour, POLITICS *A CONSERVATIVE MANIFESTO *RINDING THE
Communist and Socialist Workers Party members) and even the editor of RIGHT WORDS *CLASS WAR

one of Rupert Murdoch’s scandal sheets was, in our experience,
unprecedented and vital. Unfortunately we were aware that we were PAGE 20 *THE LEAGUE & THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
operating under severe reporting restrictions and therefore did not *PRE-HISTORY: "HARD TIMES® |

#1019 *REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA r

seek, or receive, permission froa any of our sources to use material
*EARLY DAYS *THE EL AND THE INTELLIGENCE

in this book. If there is any liabilty it is ours. | .
CommuNITY-1 *THE FIRST FIVE YEARS *"PRACTICALLY
[f nistakes have occurred they are ones of omission. Three present [NVISIBLE |
central COUﬂCil mepbers were Dmmitted: ' ) PAGE 27 ‘THE El AND THE FAR RIGHT" ‘192415 ‘THE
EL AND FASCISH-

PAGE 30 *THE GENERAL STRIKE *Joun BAKER WHITE *THE
EL GOES TO COURT *THE EL& FASCISM-2 *THE EL GODES
| 70 WAR *THE RIGHT ReGROuPS *CoLD WAR

Chemicals) :
$ Harry Frederick Jakeman, a company personnel manager of 5 GSambrook PAGE 34 *COVERT OPERATIONS *IN THE FIFTIES
*CONSENSUS *DISSIDENTS

Close, The Rowans, Stirchley, Telford
3 James Coull of 71 Hallam Rd Moorgate Rotherhan (a director of
' PAGE 38 *THE VERY BRITISH COUP

Christian Coull Consultants). |
*DESTABILISING WILSON *'A PRETTY LOONY CREW" *THE

EL anD THE 68 COUP ,
PAGE 43 *THE ARMY *THE ARMY'S REVOLUTIONARY
ENGLAND ¥OUTSIDE HELP *REVOLUTIONARY NODELS *THE
ARMY NUTINTIES IN IRELAND*THE ARMY FLEXES ITS .
8 MUSCLES AT HOME *SOCIALIST REVOLUTION BY THE BACK
4 DOOR
% PAGE 50 *OATSHEAF REVISITED *WRIGHT'S PENSION *"A
BLOODY MENACE" *CLOCKWORK ORANGE®"ANsELABORATE

B SCHEME - A BLOODLESS COUP® *MILK STREET MAFIA

t Graham Hale of Graythwaite, Barrow Lane, Hale Barnes,Altringhan (a
director of Forward Chemicals, Rexodan, Forthaven and Maintenance

Ted Heath's description “The Unacceptable face of Capitalisa® was

wrongly ascribed to the asset strippers Slater Walker, not Lonrho. A
closer look at Slater Walker might have reminded me that the “Walker®

of "Slater Walker" was Peter Walker MP, a high flying minister under
Heath and the most influential surving wet under Thatcher.

Unfortunately “Black Flag" oanly revealed the possibility of an
Econonic League youth wing in its paper of July 9th. It would have
been good to include *Young Enterprise” and its director Bertrand

*EVEN HAILSHAM CRIED

Frederick Wheeler (also a director of the Paddington Building Society,
PAGE 58 *CONSOLIDATING THE CONSERVATIVE REVOLUTION

Biomechanics and Cropfleet).
% *INTRODUCING THE NETWORK *CONTIBUTORS TO "THE CASE

Ideally we needed the resources to produced a book twice this length [ FOR FREE ENTERPRISE" AND "IN DEFENCE OF FREEDOM'

in which some of the primary sources could have been quoted and L
discussed at length and the “Encyclopaedia of the Radical Right” § 3?35152 A CONCISE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THL RADICAL

expanded. But in an ideal world “Against Democracy" would have been a | _,
history book not a handbook for anyone who wishes to see the creation § PAGE 67 STANDING UP TO THE LEAGUE
of a democracy in Britain, e PAGE 71-80 THE DIRECTORIES

*AGAINST DEMOCRACY® is dedicated to the semory of Keith Campbell, and
to T.0.H. in the hope that he may grow up in world which has no place.
for the authoritarian vengeance of the Economic League.

SPIG
LEEDS, JULY 1987




'THE ECONOMIC LEAGUE TODAY
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The Economic League is the longest established member of a right wing,
Conservative, network preoccupied with the promotion of laissez—faire, "free

enterprise’ economic and social policies.
As with all the other members of that network the Ieague's enthusliasm for

the unregulated economy is accompanied by a Machiavellian opposition to
socialism, social democracy and trade unionism.

From the outset the League was designed to be much more than just a platform

for the conservative pro—industry lobby. Although propaganda work has always
been a significant feature of the League's activity, it i1s its work as an
intelligence gathering operation which has gained 1t loyal support from

industry and occasional controversial publicity.

PROPAGANDA

Meetings |

In 1926, seven years after it was founded, the Economic League adopted the
slogan "Every Man A Capitalist". But by then, and as part of its
self—confessed "Crusade for Capitalism", it had already built up a national
network and was regularly holding public meetings in Industrial areas.

These meetings were aimed at industrial workers and tried to put the case

for unfettered capitalism and against the Communist and Labour Parties and

the Trade Union Movement. In 1924 the league claimed to have held 7,115
public meetings, mostly in the Industrial North and Scotlard.
This is modest compared to its figures for 1968. In that year it claims to

have held 24,250 "outdoor meetings and group talks".











































































































































































































































