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How many people who are compelled to sell
their labour have heard of The Economic League?
How many people who are refused a job know

the Economic League might be to blame?
This book is packed with information about the

Economic League - and the rest of the extreme
right wing network of individuals and organisa-
tions who threaten democracy in Britain.
The message of this book must be given popular

appeal and form. It must be given to workers
who do not know their employer subscribes to
The Economic League. It must be given to
collective bargainers to negotiate employers
breaking their links with The Economic League.
It must be given to activists so that the
necessary offensive against the British Right can
be sustained.

Max Madden M.P.
(Bradford West)
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is the true sto of The Economic League lt is not, however, theThis ry .
complete story which will take years of work, and pressure, to
produce.

flf5t tori was to assemble everything that was known about theThe ' prô ty A
League. Publications like óLabour Researchñ, ñState Research", óBlack
Flagñ and of course óLobsterô (available From 17c Pearson Avenue,
Hull, HUS) and Granada TVôs ñHorld in Actionó were indispensible in
doing this. I
It quickly became apparent that to make sense of the Leagueôs
activities these had to be put firmly in a "historical contentó and
ñrelatedò to the growth of the óRadical Rightó. Hhat scoops we have
uncovered have emerged from this process and the credit must must be
shared by all the nembers of the '1 in 12 Publications Collective" who
helped in the research. The help we received from individuals across
the Labour Movement (tron Parliament, to trade unionists, Labour,
Communist and Socialist Workers Party members) and even the editor of
one of Rupert Hurdochôs scandal sheets was, in our experience,
unprecedented and vital. Unfortunately we were aware that we were

erati under severe reporting restrictions and thereiore did notPP "9 I .
seek, or receive, permission From any of our sources to use material
in this book. IT there is any liabilty it is ours. A

It mistakes have occurred they are ones of iomission. Three present
central council members were ommitted: P "

l Graham Hale of Braythwaite, Barrow Lane, Hale Barnes,Altringham la
director of Forward Chemicals, Rewodan, Forthaven and Maintenance
Chemicals!
t Harry Frederick Jakenan, a company personnel manager of 5 Sambrook
Close, The Rowans, Stirchley, Telford
l James Coull of 71 Hallam óRd Hoorgate Rotherham la director oi
Christian Coull Consultants).  y

óTed Heath's description "The Unacceptable Face of Capitalismñ was
wrongly ascribed to the asset strippers Slater Halker, not Lonrho. A
closer look at Slater Walker night have reminded me that the ñWalkerò
of "Slater Halker' was Peter Halker HP, a high Flying minister under
Heath and the most influential surving wet under Thatcher.

Untortunately óBlack Flagó only revealed the possibility of an
Economic League youth wing in its paper of July 9th. It would have
been good to include óYoung Enterpriseñ and its director Bertrand
Frederick Hheeler (also a director oi the Paddington Building Society,
Biomechanics and Croptleetl.

Ideally we needed the resources to produced a book twice this length
in which some of the primary sources could have been quoted and
discussed at length and the 'Encyclopaedia of the Radical Rightò
expanded. But in an ideal world "Against Democracy" would have been a
history book not a handbook Tor anyone who wishes to see the creation
oi a democracy in Britain. T

óAGAINST DEMOCRACY" is dedicated to the memory of Keith Campbell, and
to T.C.H. in the hope that he may grow up in world which has no -place
for the authoritarian vengeance of the Economic League.
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MICHAEL NOAR DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE ECONOM C LEA.

THE ECONOMIC LEAGUE TODAY  
The Economic League is the longest established. memberñ of a right win,
Conservative, network preoccupied with the promotion of laissezðfaire, ñfree
enterprise" economic and social policies.
As with all the other members of that network the League's enthusiasm for
the unregulated economy is accompnied. by a Machiavellian opposition to
socialism, social democracy and trade unionism.

From.the outset the League was designed to be much more than just a platform
for the conservative pro~industry_lobby. Although propaganda work has always
been a significant feature of the League's activity; it is its work as an
intelligence gathering operation which has gained. it loyal support from
industry and occasional controversial publicity.

PROPA GANDA
Meetings . A
In 1926, seven years after it was founded, the Economic League adopted the
slogan ñEvery Man A Capitalist". Bt by then, and as part of its
selfðconfessed."Crusade for Capitalismò. it had.already built up a national
network and was regularly holding public meetings in Industrial areas.

\

These meetins were aimed.at industrial workers and tried.to put the case
for unfettered capital ism and against the Communist and Labour Parties and
the Trade Union Movement. In 1924 the league claimed. to have held. 7,115
public meetings, mostly in the Industrial North an Scotland.
This is modest compared.to its figures for 1968. In.that year it claims to
have held 24.250 ñoutdoor meetings and.group talks". I
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Leaflets  
In 1968 the Economic League employed 71 leaflet distributors, about half its
workforce . During that year they reckon to have handed out 22 mil lion
leaflets. The figure for 1974 is about the same but by 1978 this had fallen
to 18 million, still a considerable number. A

Even before the 1979 General Election the League's propaganda work was
begining to tail off. Its arguments were being put across more effectively
by the Conservative Party.  

According to an internal document written by discontented. League employees
(and leaked to Labour Research in 1985) by 1983 the League was distributing
just 1 million leaflets.  

the years the League has claimed to have devoted a great deal of energy
to its leafletting campaigns. But there is little evidence to support this.
In fact its figures for leaflet distrilzution are barely credible and their
extremely poor content and style raise questions about the seriousness with
which they were treated by those who wrote them. -

71 full time distributors would have been handing out leaflets at the rate
of 1 every 20 seconds of the working day. The former engineering worker who
passed me the copies reproduced here remebered the low key way in which his
factory was leafletted in Bristol .. the leaflets were handed out by:

ñ. . . one sol itary , anonymous , middle-aged man who never appeared to attempt
adiscussion. My impression (after a long time admittedly) was E
that the overwhelming response was lack of interest. 1 was odd in that I
actually took the things."

In the bizarre world of "covert" operations there is some temptation to
dismiss the shoddiness of the leaflets as a smokescreen for more
sophisticated work . But although the League was , indeed, considerably more
sophisticated than might be expected from its leaflets there is no evidence
to justify this suggestion. The banality of the leaflets is as likely to be
an indication of the League ós contempt fora" shopf loor workers. E _

PUBLICA TIONS
The League has never been slow to publish. Some of its publications -- like
"News & Views" were simply an extension of its propaganda. Others, like "Two
Minute News Review", were a means of diseminating intelligence.  

In 1978 it was publishing 4 newsletters: _ E I

"Notes &. Comments" (1974; 140,820 copies)
A general monthly newsletter for "members , managment , speakers , writers
and students of public affairs".  
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