New Labour........

cont from page one....

Wouldn’t it be far better if we come to
terms with the momentous changes that
have taken place in the economy? Instead
of looking back, activists should spend
their time looking for new ways to fight
the de-regulated and increasingly part-
time labour market. Instead of seeking to
send yet more activists into the cosy
world of parliamentary splendour it
would be much better to build an
organisation in the heart of the workplace
and working class communities which
would help to fight the many day to day
problems facing the working class and
link - these struggles to the need for
revolutionary change.

LETTER

Dear TW,

Those highway robbers, Stagecoach, have
been awarded the franchise for South
West Trains, despite huge public concern
about the whole privatisation process.
The government and Stagecoach claim
they will invest more than BR would.

In South London, Stagecoach took over
Selkent Buses last year, promising the
same. Most of the fleet 1s in an appalling
condition, with faulty brakes and paint
peeling inside. They have bought a few
new single deck buses, used for the routes
in the posher parts in Bromley, but too
small for busy inner city routes. They
have neither the workers nor the
passengers interests at heart, only the
shareholders.

MH, South East London.

FRANCE: TRANSPORT
WORKERS UNITED

December’s wave of strikes in France has
demonstrated one thing which TW has
been calling for ever since our first issue.
That is that united action by rail, bus and
underground workers is an effective
weapon at our disposal.

Facing a threatened 10,000km cut in
railway lines and 30-50,000 job losses
railway workers provided the initial
impetus to the strike movement. They
were quickly joined by other public sector
workers protesting at planned cuts in
welfare provisions.

Together the rail, bus and metro workers
were able to virtually shut down Paris
and many other big cities. Even lorry
drivers were getting in on the act in some
areas by blockading major roads. All in
all the transport system was brought
quickly to a standstill. We only hope that
British transport workers will remember
the example of their French comrades.
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USA: TRANSPORTATION
TERRORISM

That’s the name given by a spokesdrone
from the American AA to a piece of
direct action carried out by Justice for
Janitors in Washington DC in December.
Using a school bus they blocked one of
the US capital’s main bridges causing
traffic chaos for 3 hours after the normal
morning rush hour. This is an excellent
use of direct action that transport workers
especially might be able to use when
necessary especially in areas vulnerable
to traffic chaos. By the way, Justice for
Janitors probably delayed many of the
real Washington terrorists on their way to
the Pentagon, only one mile away.

You can now contact TW by telephone at:

01603 611072

This is a 24-hour answer phone, so if you
have any news, views or problems don’t
hesitate to get in touch immediately.

DONATIONS

July-December 95:

Many thanks to all those who have
contributed. Your continued support is
vital.
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C., Bristol - £10; T&G branches - £25;
R., Manchester - £7.50; M., London. -
£10.

-------------
----------

Total: £52.50.
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NEW LABOUR - SAME AS THE OLD LABOUR

It would appear increasingly
likely that the Tories will lose the

next election. Blair’s tactic of

stealing Tory policies and giving
them a caring veneer is proving
successful with Labour enjoying a
massive lead in the opinion polls.
Though it is understandable that

many working class people would
welcome the election of a Labour

government, on the grounds that
anything would be better than the
present lot, it must be questioned
what, 1if any, gain a Labour
victory would bring for the
working class.

OUTLAWED

Labour’s attitude towards the unions at
present is to accept the unions’ money
while at the SAME time treating them
publicly as if they were emitting an anti-
social odour. On coming to power they
have promised to introduce legislation
which would ensure the right of workers
to join a union but make it quite clear
that the barrage of anti-union legislation
will remain in place. Thus, while workers
will be able to join unions at the same
time they will be outlawed from using
union power to defend themselves.

Meanwhile they are making it quite clear
that capitalism will remain unrestricted
in its right to exploit. The commitment to
a minimum wage now looks like nothing
more than setting the level so low that in
reality it will merely enshrine in law
capitalism’s right to pay slave wages. As
for re-nationalising privatised industries,
this 1s no longer on the agenda, with even
the commitment to reverse the crazy
notion of rail privatisation now- being
dropped by Labour.

The Labour Party’s much-vaunted
commitment to full employment now
secems to be nothing more than a
commitment to yet more training
schemes instead of real jobs, some of
which, according to Gordon Brown, will
be compulsory.

FINAL STRAW

The transformation of the Labour Party
into the Tory Party in all but name has
been too much for many Labour Party
activists to stomach. Most notable among
these 1s Arthur Scargill who has now
proposed the formation of a new socialist
Labour Party. In the statement issued by
Scargill it appears that the decision to
drop Clause Four from Labour’s
constitution was the final straw that
prompted his decision to leave.

Instead of looking back,
activists should spend their
time looking for new ways to
fight the de-requlated and
increasingly part-time labour
market.

He argues that dropping Clause Four was,
in effect, a betrayal of the Labour Party’s
socialist commitment to common
ownership. Well, much as we may respect
Arthur Scargill, are we really being asked
to believe that prior to Blair becoming
leader Labour was committed to common
ownership? The temptation is to now list
Labour governments’ appalling record in
its treatment of ordinary working class
people, let alone the absurd idea that
Labour in power really had the slightest
intention of overthrowing capitalism.

But why get involved in such sterile
argument? The sad thing is that if

Scargill’s call is heeded many grass roots

tradgs unionists, having spent years

trying to reform the Labour Party, are
now set to invest more effort in
attempting to establish a new Labour
Party. It must be asked: what is the point?
If the task of the new party is to seek
common ownership then surely the
failure of the existing Labour Party has
shown that this can never be achieved
through the social democratic
parhamentary system. One can only
imagine the reaction of the ruling class if
it ever got to the stage where a militant
Labour Party voted in parliament to seize
the commanding heights of the economy.

GLOBAL FINANCE

If, however, the aim of the new party is to
re-establish a  left-of-centre -social
democratic party, again the failure of the
existing Labour Party illustrates the
futility of this task. The move to the right
of the Labour Party has as much to do
with the changes to the world economy as
it has to do with the need to win over
middle class voters. The old Keynesian-
inspired left social democratic idea of the
nation state intervening in the economy
to increase demand in order to maintain
full employment is no longer feasible.
Any attempt by an individual government
to 1nject massive public spending would
only unleash an attack on the economy in
this new era of unrestricted global
finance. | |
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