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INTRODUCTION

' DuriNG the last two years, and particularly since the war assumed a
dynamic character with the defeat of France, the problem of food has
attained an importance in the minds of British people greater than that
of any other aspect of the war. .

Unless we have the money to feed at really expensive restaurants, we
find our food lacking in quantity, variety and nutritive value. We cannot
obtain enough to. eat, and what we get is not sufficiently pleasant to com-
‘pensate for its deficiency in quantity. Food, like everything in wartime,
deteriorates in geometric progression. |

Yet, though discontented with the food we have, we are also fearful
| that as the war progresses we may receive less and again less. At the end
' | | of the narrowing perspective of a long war we see starvation and famine,

and we are never completely reassured by the propaganda voice of the
| political boss. | .
| | | At present England is dependent for a very large proportion of her
| S 5 L% | food on imports from America and the Dominions. Even the scanty rations
| HRE First Published . . . 1942 | | could not be maintained if it were not for these imports. In the present
, | ; Reprinted .». . . August, 1942. e SRR ~ condition of the agricultural industry in Britain, a long’and efficient
blockade would mean, literally, famine in this island.
| The average man, the man in the street, realizes these facts. But he does
| not see any way out of them. Whether he is conservative or holds radical
views, he accepts without question the current fallacy that it is impossible
to grow on British soil sufficient agricultural produce to provide all the
| population with the essential foodstufis. '

A few public men, including David Lloyd George and Sir R. G. Staple-
don, have attempted to destroy this popular fallacy. From intimate
knowledge of the potentiality of British agriculture, they realize that the
land of Britain has the capacity of producing an abundance of food for
| : every inhabitant of this island. For the most part, however, they are
| - | under the misapprehension that the necessary expansion of agriculture
| can occur under the present economic system, whereas, in fact, the very
nature of an imperialist capitalism demands a weak home agriculture to
| allow for large food imports to balance exports of manufactured goods and
| secure payment of interest on foreign investments.
| To the revolutionary this question of the feeding of Britain is of peculiar
|
|

importance. For, if adequate food can be produced only after an economic
and social revolution, it is equally certain that a revolution cannot be
maintained indefinitely unless it secures the provision of adequate food
surplies. A country in revolt, even more than a country at war, must
provide against a blockade of the most ruthless kind. Revolution without
bread is doomed.

| 7 | The purpose of this pamphlet is to state an anarchist position with
| : PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN : | :
| BY EXPRESS PRINTERS, LONDON |




INTRODUCTION

regard to British agriculture. After an examination of the decline of farming
and the circumstances that have made this inevitable in an imperialist
capitalist order, I shall discuss the technical considerations governing the
growth of sufficient food in this country, describe the present condition of

the farm population, and, finally, outline the form of agricultural organ-
ization in an anarchist society and the methods by which the struggle for

a better system can be conducted in the country.

It 1s hoped that these proposals will not be regarded as academic merely.
On the contrary, it is desired by the anarchist movement to build a body of
active support for its policy, and we shall be pleased to hear from any
farmer, farm worker or other person interested in agriculture who cares

10 write to us.

“

AGRICULTURE BEFORE THE WAR

SIxTY years ago, at the end of the high period of British agriculture, the
farming of this country was second in quality to none in Europe. A high
proportion of the farm land was under the plough. Crop yields were good
(in 1881 Denmark was the only country whose wheat yield was greater
than the British), and the cattle of England had no continental peer.
In 1870 the bulk of our major food requirements, with the exception of
sugar, were still satisfied from English soil.

During the years intervening between 1880 and the beginning of the
present war, the position of British farming, both in relation to its own
former condition and to the present condition of the advanced agricultural
lands on the continent, had declined catastrophically. The areas under
cereals and root crops had decreased by nearly 509, since 1870. The yield
per acre of English wheat, while it had increased to a small extent, had

 become fifth among western European countries, and was below that of

Denmark and Holland by more than 259,. Our cattle had fallen in quality
far behind those of Denmark and Holland, whose milk yields were now

- 409 higher than those of English cattle. While since 1880 the production

of cereals had increased in every Western European country (in Denmark
by 60%), in Great Britain it had fallen by more than a quarter. At the
same time, the increase in livestock population was only 119, as against
134% 1n Denmark, 749, in Holland, and 439, in Switzerland.

Imports of food had increased phenomenally. If we compare the
periods 1861-5 and 1932-6, we find that in the latter period annual imports
of grain were more than three times, sugar nearly three times, cheese four
times, butter eight times, and meat twenty times as great as in the former period.

Thus, in a period of increasing population and increasing individual
consumption of food, a period during which agriculture in every other
country of the civilized world had advanced steadily in production and
technique, British farming stood still and even, in certain major directions,
retreated from its former position. From being the major industry of the
country, producing the bulk of the essential foods consumed by the popu-
lation, it became an industry devoted for the most part to the production
of those more-or-less perishable goods which could not conveniently be
imported from abroad.

To determine the reason for this decline in the farming industry in
Britain it is necessary to return beyond the period of evident decay and
trace the way in which the economic and political development of British
capitalism made inevitable such a decline. | | | |

The agricultural revolution, which inaugurated the heroic period of.
British farming, began in the years following the Civil War. The Restora-,
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