AND FASCISM, but also

 DOWN with ALL IMPERIALISH, BRITist and

FRENGH included!’ - Slogan of the APCF, 1939

i A LR : L the
Jay 1933, in the face of the impending bloodbath,
g;lalnl'!laayr 2¥ worldwide revolution was hoisted in Bnﬁm by
the Anti-Parliamentary Communist Federation (APCF):

: 't drive
“Th n and German workers are restless. Don't
mgnlltiallltao the arms of their rulers by supporting the

itish and French Imperialists! $
' gﬁﬂﬁhﬂwﬂﬁumn APITALISM, THE CAUSE OF WAR!

NN WITH WAGE SLAVERY AND MILITARISM!
WORKERS. UNITE AND FACE THE COMMON ENEMY!
THOUGH WE MARCH IN DIFFERENT BATTALIONS,

T ’ .
| duced, The manufacturer of Eng

land, Germany, France, etc., are
therefore glso looking for other

& .
markets, just as the American

o % @ e 17 R
| STB|KE T“GET“ER v ke Capltaligm formerly a libera.-
. = et 3 , 3
| - e | or of nations has now in its im. —Production for Prefit instead
5 s f olutionar W perinlist stage become the preat. ff| Of f Pluat. e In tul]‘e m;_“ff'le fozidmarkets, in || manufacturers are.
This pamphiet chronicles the hidden history of rev , gt e[| e i, B Comal ot ***ll 'WORLD MARKET SHRINKs
ls p L p n i 7 WE I|ect'°n o B i renctionary force. It hag dc. ALL ;he Capitalists are agpere sors _from the workers’ point of i’  The American manufacturers
i a co ALE. o veloped the productive forces to ot s .IIOb you untdl you are industrial 'serap”’, and will of a certain industry organize
mech an extent that humanity sacrifice you “‘to the ?ast man to.defend their imperial interest ! themselves into a- big combine,
The British ruling ‘class, who dictate by fascist methods o the tke industria) magnates of the

opPOSition | tﬂ the s?cond world wa!' throug ,s IIGWS a EI'. it elther pass over to Sroigi. - '

articles which originally appeared in the APCF’s n lud Vit alt oty st | it e ot v gt B boomeraag_a | o sy do he s, and

. s W ari R e wee“ ]93 ’ an 19441 nther artlcles lnc u e | ;;ﬁ:.’?:,‘:';;u:,c;;uog; fzx‘;pt}fl .{"rt*ﬁ'-‘;)‘*i ’ st oocifists foretold at the time—and now they expect ]l ° PGLing with each other el

°|ld : t y h t LA | 5 ‘ A t P | k k | monns of colonies ;ﬁgﬁzgolieg |
ot | | . . ' . [l that make life for ih 1 for B I aikete b g D

contri "tilons from PaU| Matt lck and n on anne oe & m i :;{}oﬁ(;:r;r ::;?on’.‘n 'sorte of na. de&l;,:it;t: !eve:rg;gli;nés ntioxi I;iz'?:is:é;;;dggg ’(g v:thflhl%?ll;!f.or \.war iy ;thh%: ’v‘::;'lk::;;ll; r( :,:)?a?mﬁ?

. | A1 i | Whocver Justifies Participation workers are forced to part wit{z the 1?igh1:1 tgsp?:peioﬁg‘éfmﬁgﬁg ;o?ty:'? d}?vo(l‘::;;‘::]rtgtxfll::)t\\-xn}] lj:’o
‘hen enel) country will

in thi ' o ‘
N this war, perpetuates Imperi. and shelter, Their wages buy a mere subsistence. N ow they want dustries, W

the British workers 1o take the rap. Even o they h Pitalistys ‘
. : E Y have not the prtalists of caeh COUuntry try 4o
decency to abolish the means test and other oppressive measures grab #he best markeqs, Taey find

e

alist o i ' ' : :
ppression  of nations., | to conscript us completely, mdustnany and militarily. They may have d“"“*l'*”1>(’d Iy owp indusy-

nowerful araime: 4 the APCF to support
Th 1))} rflllal' ullments p“t fﬂrwar d h | WHORVER SEEXS m0 yse | o Sy . :
e 3 pﬂwe il THE PRESEN T DIFFI CULTIES ev‘i‘?‘efxete%h‘;fnaulrligetggtzzrﬁtgﬁpltt :fxe;mc{esf::v:.h ; Ll:gl.them defend |f| . :‘:;i::‘ mt:}x]r?l: fst“ .:I:I-L;K{h';?l 13:::5 11)})’ :\

-3

OF THE ao X R - ; : }
VERNMENTS IN their profits, their treaties With their own blood, not yours! erful ecapitalistic Aroup will he-

S ¥ - | ‘ & i t ll 5 th
their case that all out struggle against capita andas ‘ Sioi 'z SGRIMENSS o1 et .
_ONLY meaningful opposition to war are as true SACE TN R e

ING POR THE REAL s : : - -
M op 'y F REE. betrayed. The Spanish Republie, with its glorions workingclags FLAGS SCREEN PROFITS

o
rel today as ever hefore. Their call for ‘the destruction : tioNs. s " PRiEpomatds | miisms e o
re evan o ay ado | . Mo & P OAN BE REALISED ONLY.UN._ (|| 428! And now, our allies defsated, they introduce fonseription fff . Jiut in 4l wmeantine {he’ eapit-
o : ‘ an world Bevo “t'on mus {PER S0OIALISM . R tovglééee A s nrare Industrial peagets 4 - : - olistic interests of e vm"i{)ms'
| | allsm h t e ro e arl i Tisg policy of the 'soci'al chau PREV ok B s REPUBLICANS AND SOCIALISTS indust via] CORnIrics fight fope 1h-'-
% mpe" h h YOrs Of ﬂlﬂ |ﬂ$t war helng wosts, their justifieation of the BY AEo%&?ﬁ%%lggﬂogrgé.%FLﬁD dutri?gﬁthe thone arfl forelgn markets qpg compete
: | t t e or , war from the bourgeois stand. ample? Demand Ity : Y not fo Ow their ex- with cach other there, They e,
he taken up to preven ot | polnt of national liberty, their Demand that th aB your qukesmen call a general strike! Pel some wen oy nation qo give
] | Vol s S0l pdauptance of the “defence il v the British ruling clags, who have helped to cauge || theni special nrivilewes ¢ oy o
s i ofthe il the present erisis more than the oth ' ; Praul Anivileges, ‘favaur
fatherlund, " 1)eip voting fory © ouuer, abdicate to the Workers, We ed treatment™: they arons he
- a a'n eriind, oting for war ¢an solve the mess they cannot clear up! The Itaj St 3 they aronse th
r e ea W | Appropriations their participa.- workers are rest] ’ P e an and German vy of theip competitors, got
' i tion | hina o estless. Don’t drive them into the arms of their py1 fll ouble et
e | d AO?)I !?Eté‘l'?‘ fa%ﬁfquﬁtf”oﬁc’g (;s ers by upporting' the British ang French Imperialists ! i :1?13) ﬂf)',f’.:l,ﬂc (,Fbo,l,f,ﬁ.twn: o; S‘?'ﬁ
A | | CI-AIJSM.--ProclmnatiOn $ the gOWN Wi VORLD T ATATALISM, THE CAUSE OF WAR! upon  their '“”Iz“"‘“""' a"l':"":;;"‘
Oontsnl Oommittes of o2 g e ¢ OWN WITH WAGE SLAVERY AND MILITARISM! Il monis o defend their inter Wt
| Viks, Gonevy Aug, 1915 7 fi. WORKERS' UNITE AND F ACE THE COMMON ENEMY'! The 'Americ.an (-:z})itun;liqg 4;:)?&:-;:
. | slgmod 0.'Zim')viev n}xd Wb an THOUGH wg MARCH IN DIFFERENT BATTALIONS, LET 10 his government to 1. ¢ n’t]."\.s
| (Exe s only, Our empisiun. | US STRIKE ToGETHER, oy DLF EEFORE PARTY | meriean’” inensts,  Phe cooio)
| ———— RGN ER%AIELE% Igglgl‘? gﬁ,Ach O i WORKERS‘THE WORK. ists O-f Fra :4-(:& ‘s(.'ornnl:ll;“‘nnz:;:d.
— : , OF ACTION! | ol il e e
| ' HOW THF LINE IS HELD! OFH%I{II% ‘%K:%APRCH;ISM_.FREE SOCIALISM—THE ONLY HOPE u‘}'):;fn.,t].;l]ei(nl-u «rtoh\:*l::-la::::;wzr; h'(::\- )Lr:;“ | |
j‘smou}’ Irom the military J‘j s Callt , R VS A0S ORIt T S S
*** }’0'"}‘ of view I have no regrets O e TR et e Sl ar S
| or ha L ; T — : = s (LT Ry
Bri | oy 8 t th s d w rld b
Opposition to the Second World War

PAMPHLET _ ' R




CLASS WAR
on the
Home Front!

Gontents

Brief History of the Anti-Parliamentary Communist Federation (APCF) PAGE 3

Part One: Principles And Tactics

Introduction

Articles from Solidarity

The Civil War In Spaln
Introduction

Articles from Solidarity

'Part Three: The Second World War
Introduction

Articles from Solidarity

Part Four: Party And Class
Introduction

Articles from Solidarity

Afterword

Glossary of individuals, organlsations and events

Wildcat Basic Principles

Published by the Wildcat group, 1986

2

.
11

27
28

51

35

35
40

59

b
61

82
88

92




PAGE 2

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Wildcat would like to thank the following people who contributed
towards the cost of publishing this pamphlet: J.C. (York), S.H.
(Glasgow), B.J. (Bradford) and F.M. (Hastings). Thanks also to
A.S. (Leeds) who helped with the typing.

WILDCAT ADDRESSES

Wildcat, c¢c/o Raven Press, 75 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2BU.

Wildcat, P.O. Box 294, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 1SS.
Wildcat, BM Wild, London, WCIN 3XX.

Brief History Of The APCF

When the Anti-Parliamentary Communist Federation (APCF) was formed in, i
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1921 it was hardly the most auspicious moment to launch a new

!
;

1

revolutionary organisation. The defeat of the 1Italian factory

occupation movement in September 1920, the introduction of the New
Economic Policy in Russia, and the failure of the 1921 March Action in
Germany, were all regarded at the time as signs that the post-war

revolutionary wave had begun to ebb. In Britain, unemployment leapt

from 1.5%Z in the autumn of 1920 to 18% by the end of 1921, providing
ideal conditions for an "employers™ offensive”: militant shopfloor
activists were sacked, and there was a general attack on wages, hours,
and working conditions. The miners, in 1921, and the engineers, in
1922, both fought three-months—-long struggles to resist attacks on

their living standards, but both of these previously most—-combative

sections of the working class were defeated. At the same time, the
state arrested and imprisoned over 100 revolutionaries of one
persuasion or another (including Sylvia Pankhurst, Guy Aldred and John
MacLean) on various charges of sedition.

Despite this, the APCF was not a stillborn organisation. Formed at the
end of one World War, it enjoyed a vigorous if turbulent existence
until the end of the next, and deserves to be regarded as just as
important a part of our communist heritage as many better—-known parties
or individuals. Some: of the theoretical influences which helped to
shape the APCF"s ideas, and the activities and politics of the group
during the period of the civil war in Spain and the Second World War,
are discussed in detail in the Introductions which precede each of the
four sections of this pamphlet. In this part we will concentrate on
giving a brief outline of the APCF s history in the period prior to
that covered by the rest of the pamphlet.

The main strength of the APCF was always on Clydeside, where it united
two previously distinct revolutionary currents: the Glasgow Anarchist
Group, which had emerged following the break-up of the Socialist League
in the mid-1890s, and the Glasgow Communist Group, which had been
formed at the beginning of 1913 after Guy Aldred”s first visit to the
city on a speaking tour. These two groups joined forces under the
Anarchist 1label at the end of 1916. In May 1920 they renamed
themselves the Glasgow Communist Group to express their affinity with
the Bolshevik revolution and their desire for unity between communists
in Britain. The Glasgow Communist Group in turn became the Central
Group of the APCF when it was formed the following year.

From 1923-1929 the APCF published the monthly journal, Commune,
supplemented on occasions (such as the 1926 General Strike) by a
Special Anti-Parliamentary Communist Gazette. These journals expressed

opposition to parliamentary social democracy (that is, in Britain, the
Labour Party) and reformist trade unionism, and stressed the need for
self-organised working-class activity, direct action, and the formation
of workers™ councils or soviets at “moments of revolutionary crisis”.
In 1927 the APCF made renewed contact with the remnants of the “Left®
or "Council™ communists in Germany and Holland, but the British group,
as well as being federalist in its outlook, was never keen to

precipitate events by developing these links in any serious, organised
form.
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