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WAR TIMF WAR! /
. - - IUilllllllllllþ IÁ1'9131']? _3- _1ibÁ_r-óFô Workers! The Capitalist system--ðproductien for Prctýt instead

""" "7 "ñ"'Ám ó"15 n'Áñ' 111 1"5.1m"' ' of for useð-is the cause of Waró In the struggle for markets in
l""'ñ"ñ'-'- ó"ó8'Á b@ÁÁm}'=' the B'1'Áñ*ó B i which to realise their proýts, the Capitalist of the world clash, and imu. ci|Jpl"ll.ll0ló of I111"-Á119~ I FÁ1"' then expect their ñhands"'to become ñcannon-fodder"! . -" ,f
"""'|lô P"ÁB'1'Á351"Á ii has bÁÁÁmÁ ALL the Capitalists are'ag'g're sore from the workersô point of
it "'ñÁ'4Ám"7 fÁ1óÁÁ~; It hiñ dcô , view. They rob you until you are industrial "scrap", and will |
\ô"|Ál*ÁÂ| the P1'ÁdñÁl-We fÁrÁÁ-9 *9 Y sacriýce you ñto the last man" to defend their imperial interest! i
"""h ó"1 ñtent that humanity The British_ ruling óclass, who dictate by fascist methods to the *
"'"" ÁmóÁ" 1"!ñ Á"Á1" iÁ 5ñóñ"-1' " I colonial workers and peasants, have got themselves in a ýx. Their

, infamous Versailles Treaty had rebounded like a boomera.ngðas
l Socialist and Paciýsts foretold at the time--and now they expect '
i the British workers to take the rap. Even so, they have not the--+ * =- _ 5' _ decency to abolish the me-ans test and other oppressive measures L""""" Áf ÁÁ1ÁniÁB- "1'~'"1ÁPÁ11Á5- _ I that make life for the unemployed hell! ' Millions for war and

pi-lvllogcn, and Ill B0118 of 11"" , death, but everything for life is grudg'r;:d or withheld! . ,
"Á""| "PP"="iÁn- . _ _ _ Workers! Capitalism is a system of industrial compulsion-the N

Wm"-'l'Á1ó Julýýes P41ót1Á_1P3t1ÁP i workers are forced to part with the right to proper food, clothing r
5" WI W111ó, PÁ1óPÁ"1a-$93 1mPÁ1'1" ó and shelter. Their wages buy a mere subsistence N *
nllit oppression of nations.
WIIOEVER SEEKS T0 USE
THE PRESENT DIFFICULTIES è,
OFó óPill; GOVERNMENTS IN
Ollilllllt T0 FIGHT FOR A SO-
UIAI. REVOLUTION, IS FIGHT

tum or for years, nay decades,
witness ni-med conþicts of the
"grunt" lo- s not ns for an artiticisi
iuulntcnunco of cap"u'i'in bó

_|_|i?lI|I--~-1
4 ð_ _lð"00-p|~
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ct

duced The manufacturer of Eng
land, Germany, France, etc , are
therefore also looking for other
markets Just as the American
manufacturers are

WORLD MARKET SHRINKS
The American manufacturers

of a certain industry organize
themselves into a.ó big coinbint-i,.

e industrial magiiates of theó
her countries d-o the same, and

the national combines begin com-
peting with each other. óPile (":1-
pitnlists of 1'-tltóil c-mil:-try try -in
g-rirli otlic best. in-iwko-!.-:. óill:-cy liml

hóSiltô in-uô markets in Chitin. Jop-
~ an, Imli-a. ninl simil-11' ' 'I ltþlllllhltist,thiil is, in (?1llIlll'lóir:*:~;- Itlml have

not yet cl~::"relrip;ul I-heir own in_ gw they want; dnsti-lee, Wrhcn each 1-ouiiti-y will~ to conscript us completely, industrially and militarily. They may 31={\'<* <1t'\ô<*'111"I>fó<1 its Wó-11' 3114"--
even feed us a little better, but it is only for the ñki.ll." , t={'l1"-at -t-here will he no iiiore for"-

Treat them with the contempt they deserve. Let them defend , . ouri1.ii1a-1'l<_ets: an-il then some pow
1 their Proýts. their treaties with their own blood, not Fours! L PI'1ôlI1 Willis!-1M111 =1'Ió<>l1D will bió-

They were ,indiþôerent when Abyssinian natives were hein
d gó tnas- calmè the iii-tei-im.tioii-a-l trust of

_, - sacre . China and Austria were disowned. Czecho-Slovakia was ó th ' -- ' ' *
ALLY ALL NA p . . punish Republic, with its glorious working-class i

- ll ' ' f d ll órh f d f
WONñ A FREEDOM THAT militants, was re use a I'1_t_., ts o e e

e uholt uoilcl. '
" rise--even oió aoiti-aircraft ~ FLAGS SCREEN PROFITSói ONLYFUNHL if ýgllllllisl thfggpgcatýdogr ettllshggse introduce_fOI1Ä0'lñó1P.ti0n ,- Ió]il_l'L iii -the nit-inn-tiiiot: .11;-pl-:iPi*l.

_' _ . ._ _ , Jó _, _| I!ô 1' 1è _ ,-- H 1

      ||1 by the Pl'tl|Bof All lmperialis

 sass
, PAllllPlll.ET

NS, LET L ,f to
. n S STRIKE TOGETHER! CLASS BEFORE PARTY! m-vriruii-ò .ill'iILñl'h.'."sól'S. óT110 (~:ipil.:|lNW1ó ll|~*~~HI|_\', llt|l'vu|pl|:|:~ai!~". 1'11!) , HAIL THE DEMOCRACY OF THE WORKERS-ðTHE WORK- i isle of ]-órill!-1-0 (ó

"-'"'--ð~~---ð*---_ó"ó-'"~ðð-___ HRSô ALL-IN COUNCILS OF ACTION! - I Err
THE MNQ IS ~ HAIL ANAROHISM---VFREE SOCIALISM---THE ONLY HOPE , up:

H __ " , OP THE WORLD! _ A L -
Strictly irom the military _ t. _ - t , T . _ t s

ioint of vi w I h n - -I
for
Bil

pe cause i _.e e present crisis more than the other, abdicate to the workers, We p P 'tntlioilnnrl their voting for war i can solve the mess they ca ct ' '
oppi-op:-info ' ' ó

, nli-stir: int oi-eats of the \'ni'i-oils
WORKERSó _'I'Ii.I-I IRI-aH REPUBLIOANS AND SOUIAI-ISTS I inilti-iri'i"l um I '1".-to polity of the social chau- * PREVENTED CONSORIPTION IN IRELAND during the last war r ó

vlnlsts, their justification of the _ BY A ONE-DAY GENERAL STRIKE! Why not follow their ex-
f I wnr trom the bourgeois stand- to ample? Demand that your spokesmen call H general strike! , pol some u-en]:-1-r tuition to give

I t 0 O I B liolut of national liberty, their j Demand that the British ruling clasþ, who have hel rd to tine '- 1 -' " ó '
__MW__.,_ _. v noooptnnoaof the "defence ofth T I th- ' ' ed

I, t.repeated þ!l3|"-  . ti - ll mos ii;.Â-it-ót for iii.-
.i0'l'0i'gll iim1*lu~t.~a it ml c-uiii-pol 1-
u'i-l~li t.'tlt'-it other til-l"l't'. 'lóli(-y emit-

iii special _)ll\li(""*,.!'('S, ó1avour-
1i'r"it'iii.-tiil" tlii -. - ; - ey l'll'(lIIl~t(3 Fl-inmi clear up. The Italian and German if -curvy oiô iflioir i-mnpol-it-airs, an-ct1 us, their participa-, , workers are restless. Donôt drive them into thtton tn the cabinets etc ct '

e ýrms of their rul-iy in
, ., c., is 1 ers by supporting the British and French Imperialists!A DIRECT BETRAYAL OF S0 DOW

to tron-lilo about t-uni-ossions
I nml siiiiuec-s of pmii-t, andó on-I-l

_ - N WITH WORLD CAPITALISM, THE CAUSE OF WARó " ll ii tilñ-eir IN - -- ' ' -
gl.Atl.Ii.ll:;i.-~Proclaination of the * DOWN WITH WAGE S

on llt , LAVERY AND MILITARISM! ,i 1.,- ummiltee of the Bo1she- v WORKERS UNITE AND men run c
vlkr Ooiiova A 19 --puliu ,__m+rnnus to dcl'oml their 'llll(ól"t\T5

W ' óH __ U L i -qr . it _ ,,

to è - 1 . ô '.ó
, i N OMMON ENEMY! f, The American ('t'l])illtlriit-ó-I. :i=]l])(!tt~l:~.;-. _ I , ug. 15, and | THOUGH WE MARCH IN DIFFERENT BATTALIO '

Ilt_;'m-ll G. Zmovicv and N Lent . , U

e ave o regrets

- . --ornmiiy, am
l,ú:'i'l'lllt] do the snim-: tlicv cull

óhis Lló<tI"\'-t*-!ô_'ll'lll\f'llI- to ]Ji'(iIvct. ñA-

in -I-il(:'ll'_ }.Ã'tJ\'tóI'l'l'lll~l"lliiH In

d World WillôRevolutionary ||lll1Á5't'Áñ tò the sewn
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rief Histor f T e P
When the Auti~Parliamentary Communist Federation (APCF) was formed in
1921 it was hardly the (most auspicious moment to launch a new
revolutionary organisation. The defeat of the Italian factory
occupation movement in September 1920, the introduction of the New
Economic Policy in Russia, and the failure of the 1921 March Action in
Germany, were all regarded at the time as signs that the postðwar
revolutionary wave had begun to ebb. In Britain, unemployment leapt
from 1.5% in the autumn of 1920 to 18% by the end of 1921, providing
ideal. conditions for an "employersó offensive": militant shopfloor
activists were sacked, and there was a general attack on wages, hours,
and working conditions. The miners, in 1921, and the engineers, in
1922, both. fought threeðmonths-long struggles to resist attacks cnx
their living standards, but both of these previously mostðcombative
sections of the working class were defeated. At the same time, the
state arrested and imprisoned over 100 revolutionaries of one
persuasion or another (including Sylvia Pankhurst, Guy Aldred and John
MacLean) on various charges of sedition.

Despite this, the APCF was not a stillborn organisation. Formed at the
end of one World War, it enjoyed a vigorous if turbulent existence
until the end of the next, and deserves to be regarded as just as
important a part of our communist heritage as many betterðknown parties
or individuals. Some- of the theoretical influences which helped to
shape the APCF"'s ideas, and the activities and politics of the group
during the period of the civil war in Spain and the Second World War,
are discussed in detail in the Introductions which precede each of the
four sections of this pamphlet. In this part we will concentrate on
giving a brief outline of the APCFós history in the period prior to
that covered by the rest of the pamphlet.

The main strength of the APCF was always on Clydeside, where it united
two previously distinct revolutionary currents: the Glasgow Anarchist
Group, which had emerged following the break-up of the Socialist League
in the mid-1890s, and the Glasgow Communist Group, which had been
formed at the beginning of 1913 after Guy Aldredós first visit to the
city on a speaking tour. These two groups joined forces under the
Anarchist label at the end of 1916. In May 1920 they renamed
themselves the Glasgow Communist Group to express their affinity with
the Bolshevik revolution and their desire for unity between communists
in Britain. The Glasgow Communist Group in turn became the Central
Group of the APCF when it was formed the following year.

From 1923-1929 the APCF published the monthly journal, Commune,
supplemented on occasions (such as they 1926 General Strike) by .a
Special AntiðParliamentary Communist Gazette. These journals expressed
opposition to parliamentary social democracy (that is, in Britain, the
Labour Party) and reformist trade unionism, and stressed the need for
self-organised working-class activity, direct action, and the formation
of workersó councils or soviets at "moments of revolutionary crisisó.
In 1927 the APCF made renewed contact with the remnants of the óLeftó
or ñCounciló communists in Germany and Holland, but the British group,
as well as being federalist in its outlook, was never keen to
precipitate events by developing these links in any serious, organised
form. I
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In the early 1930s there was a split in the APCF when Guy Aldred and
his followers broke away. Aldred had been strongly impressed by the
óFree Speechó struggle on Glasgow Green in the early óthirties, when
the APCF, Independent Labour Party, Scottish Workersó Republican Party
and others had joined in a successful fight for the right to hold
openðair public meetings on the Green without permits from the
authorities. From the Free Speech Committee there emerged the Glasgow
Workersó Council of Action, which sought to unite, for revolutionary
action, the entire working class through the medium of its various
organisations (trade unions, political parties, unemployed groups,
etc.). Aldred promoted the óCouncil of Actionó idea in his paper, the
Council (1931-1933). Other APCF members, such as William McGurn of the
Paisley group, were sceptical about it, arguing that in the absence of
a revolutionary situation the óCouncil of Actionó would either end up
as a purely propagandist group or else be sucked into agitation for
partial reformist demands.

Aldred, however, fired with enthusiasm for ósocialist unityó (which to
his mind was made even more urgent by the rise of fascism on the
continent of Europe), continued to advocate the Council of Action. In
his Socialist May Special (1934) he announced a departure from the
antiðpar1iament'a_r-i-an position: not all anti-parliamentarians were
socialists (since the fascists were also opposed to parliamentary
democracy) and not all socialists were antiðparliamentarians (the ranks
of the parliamentary socialðdemocrats might well contain genuine
socialists). After a short spell in the Independent Labour Party,
Aldred and his supporters formed the United Socialist Movement in 1934,
which, publishing the Word from 1938 onwards, survived into the 1960s.

Although Guy Aldred claimed, somewhat egotistically, that the APCF had
"ceased to bela virile organisation" after he had left it, this is not

true. For example, in 1935 the group published two pamphlets: -The
Bourgeois Role of Bolshevism (originally written by the Groupñ-6fô
International Communists in Holland), and two texts by Rosa Luxemburg
which the APCF titled Leninism or Marxism. Both of these were
reprinted from the council communist journal International Council
Correspondence, which was edited in Chicago by Paul Mattick. This
marked the start of several yearsó intermittent debate between the APCF
and the United States group, some of the fruits of which are included
in the final section of this pamphlet, on PARTY AND CLASS. In 1938 the
APCF began publication of the paper Solidarity, which continued to
appear throughout the war. With one exception, all the texts in this
collection are taken from Solidarity, and thus date from the years
after Aldred had left the APCF. As readers will be able to judge for
themselves, the immense contribution which these texts made to the
communist movement in Britain is a further refutation of Aldredós claim
concerning the APCFós lack of "virility".
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Int oduc I n
The first text in this section, APCF Aims, was published in 1935, and
thus predates the first issue of the journal Solidarity by 3 years (1).
Nevertheless it is a good summary of the political outlook of the APCF
throughout World War II.

The main points in APCF Aims are that the APCF opposes both
parliamentarism and trade unionism, and that it does so within the
framework of an analysis of the "permanent crisis of capitalism". This
in itself is enough to place the APCF firmly within the tradition of
ócouncil communismó.

The ideas of council communism were developed by the left wing of the
Dutch and German communist movements, before, during and after the
First World War (2). Their most well-known exponent was Anton
Pannekoek (1873-1960). The impetus for council communism came from the
need to explain the betrayal of the working class by its parliamentary
and trade union leaders, during the First World War and the postðwar
revolutionary wave, as well as the defeat of the revolutionary wave
itself. According to council communism (3), the parliamentary party
and the trade unions were forms of organisation which could only be
used by the working class during the period of capitalist ascendancy in
the second half of the 19th century. They were the ónatura1ó forms of
working class organisation during thisperiod, when the stability of
capitalism made revolution impossible, but workers could win many
improvements in their living and working conditions by struggling
within capitalism. The outbreak of the First World War showed that
this period was over, and capitalism had entered into its decadent
phase. Henceforth workers could gain nothing by struggling within
capitalism. On the contrary, so long as capitalism survived, workersó
only prospect was increasing poverty, unemployment, and death in
inter--imperialist war. Revolution was on the historical agenda, and
with it a return to the earlier working class tradition of
insurrectionary struggle. This _was proved by the Russian revolution,
during which the working class also developed the new form of
organisation by which. it seizes power and transforms society: the
workersó councils, or soviets.

According to the council communists, it is futile to expect
parliamentary and trade union leaders to ever be ówon overó to the
cause of revolution. They have a vested interest in defending their
own organisations which are now part of the capitalist state. These
organisations, parliamentary parties and trade unions, as well as their
reactionary leaders, will have to be destroyed during the revolution
along with the rest of the state apparatus. The failure of the
revolutionary wave was explained by the failure of the working class to
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