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Per many years now, I've lived in inner city areas and although live always been aware -I
gto varying degrees) of the structural violence prevalent in inner city areas, live,-w
never had muchTehperience of personal violence towards me or people r3und.&bOutjm6-w I"
This seems to have changed overthe last 2 or»5 years or'so;, Perhaps this is partly
because/the area in which I now live v rthe$G*iS a greater degree of vislence
than in other areas; perhaps also this is because>I'm@more‘aware”orYtake*moreanotice sf j»
what is going on round about me than I used to; ;This rings true to me because the last _,
2 or 3 years has coincided with a growing awareness of my own responsibility to do some-
thing about this violence as well as a growing feeling+of>confidance or faith in nous *~
violence which leads me to believe that I can do something, A t- s c q %- ‘@ >f

part article, I focus specifically on 2 peopleis experiences of violence at the hands of
a group of young people onfa council estate in an inner city area.; In the first part I N
describe what has actually happened whilst in the second I try to analyse all the various
factors involved in this conflict and at the same time try to explain why I feel thato
only through-non-violence can we hope to resolve these conflicts.¢*.l w .c;; _-
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MOVING HOUSE » ” -= =e ~ 1? i v A 1  ~

A couple of years ago, my partner, Maria and I, made a decision to squat in 2 
seperate council flats. In a sense, right from the start, we received notice of what“ '
the estate that Maria moved onto was going to be like. tMaria and Billy had arrived with
a cart and ~ w ie bicycle=fulI*of*belongings, which they?d just brought from their
previous house. The cart and the bike were left at the bottom.bf the stairs whilst they
carried the belongings up to the 7th fl0or.a By~the time they came down, Billy had had
his wheels slashed and the cart had been damaged.&wg few days later, Maria, Billy and I
were unloading more belongings from the cart and again we left it at the bottom of the
stairs.. about 1 hr later I returned to find it had been completely taken apart and des-
troyed.. Only the wheels were left. We found the bits dumped in various bins in a near-
by park., It had taken David, a friend of ours, more than a day to put this cart together
and some members of the local youth had destroyed it in less than 1 hr. It was a sad and

_ s
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dispiriting introduction to life in this area. _ 4

However, over the next few months we began to build a relationship with them. The v
situation was like this}-there are two lifts in the block of flats where Maria lived »
and 1 set of stairs. ‘Maria and I didn't use the lifts (as they use electricity) only
the stairs. These, we soon discovered were the meeting place, a sort of youth club for
some of the young people in the area, and as we used the stairs all the time, there was
fairly regular contactll If there was only a small group of them, say 2”cr'3 or 4, this
was often quite positive and cheerful and relaxed, If the group was larger, 7 or 8 or
sometimes even 12 or 15, it was a more daunting or intimidating experience., Nothing
particularly dreadful happened; it was just that they blocked the passage way and you |
had to ask them to allow you to come through. It was also true that the atmosphere on_
these occassions was more sniggering and snidy. It just wasn*t particularly pleasant

, .

to come back after a long and tiring day and face that when you just wanted to relax.
This was much worse for Maria than for me because she lived there, l didnft. However, _,
as I said, slqwly relationships began to form; they came to know our names and we_got to
know some of theirs. On;5 or 4 occassions we had conversations with some of them about
nuclear weapons, CED, our diet, how we lived eto.. ,From these conversations we became X
known as Greenpeace. (Greenpeace must have been more in the news at the time than CND.)
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This slow process of building relationships suffered a significant set—back 5 months or
so after we'd moved in. Living next door to Maria were some other squatters whom we? f
knew. From what we éould make out, the teenagers saw us all as ‘the Greenpeace lot‘. _
We're still not quite sure how or why it happened, but suddenly a quite “heavy‘ degree”
of conflict seemed to erupt. As I remember it, Ted informed us,thet one day some of the

. _ ; -,

male youths called at his house and asked if they could come_ifi Qorffor some waten;for"1
their"bong9 or both, I'm not really sure.) (The "bong" was some sort of bottle filled
with water which they used to smoke drugs.) He refused and asked them why they weren't ,
at school. (Some of them, maybe all of them were of school agejand it was a school day '
so presumably they were truanting.) This seemed to anger them and quite a heated dis;_ .
cussion followed. The next day (or soon after anyway) there was a sudden commotion dutep;
side Maria's door and when we went out to investigate, there was smoke pouring out of
the chimney next door. Ted had gone out qnlyiten minutes ealier andahad come rushing. T
back whenfhefsew SQOk€ pouring out of a.house that looked to be his.“ Fortunately, i?~'
however, there was no fire in his house,,there,was only smoke pouring out of his chimney.
There were 3 fire engines on the scene and an audience consisting mainly of the~ma1e. "*

1| |If  ‘§fiiQ" "teenagers., Again it was a school day; none of them live in the bIock,_ x
and it was difficult to see how they arrived on the scene soaquicklywif they weren*t in~

~§- I-vp - I . . -. _ I

volved. fIt"s‘not too difficult to get onto the roof from the top floor and put-some->1
;_ _ _ _ __ . _, ._.

thing down a chimney that woald make a lot of smoke..# » ;x ‘ ’  x T ‘i -v ell .
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What I3ve related here is what I recollect of what Ted told us. ‘Noone saw the teenagers
doing it and I never heard any explanation from the firebrigade as to what caused the _
smoke.e So all the evidence is circumstantial but we didn't have too many doubts at-the “
time about who was responsible. What was;clear_was that if our suspicions were corredt,*
it was meant to be a very intimidating and threatening act and one that seemed to us to**
be really way out of proportion to the conflict that had preceeded*it. Although we“ t**t
disagreed with how Ted had handled it and felt that if he'd not been angry in his response
to the teenagers, the subsequent events might not have happened, it still left us shocked.
and in a state of anxiety about how they and we might be treated in future if this sort,
of thing was indicative of how they responded to anyone who crossed them.
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A few days later, a_greup called at Tedis hquse for some water for the "bong". Ted G '
refused to let them in and shut the door on them.  Sometime that same evening, his smalli
kitchen window was smashed. iTed subsequently repqrted the incident to the police.x He 9
told them he didn't know their names and addresses but he'd have no trouble identifying
them. The police told him that as he was squatting their policy was to treat it as a e
vandalism to council property and so they would inform the council and wait for their~ '~

. _.I- -1| . ‘ I I " I

response. - r _ If , I. , _a . :l1
I _ _ ' '_ ---- ; -. . - .. ' -

_ I . I - _ ' ' b .

-1-

‘I



- *2
Following these incidents, for most of the next two months, the teenagers regularly
turnedpupwon our landing*and"asked to be allowed to come in, or for water for their,
bong, or just hung,around on the top of the stairs or on the landing oreatingia racket.»
They arrived about 7.00pm and left about 10.50+41.00.‘ I remember feeling snfficientlyi
intimidated that I made~SQmeLeffort;to get back before v;oo or not until after 11.0Q,i,
I always felt reluctant about leaving the house between those hours.‘ This was becausei

' , _ ., I _ I I

invariably we would be subject to abuse and sometimee*spatIat,_though'Maria usually had
to suffer this more frequently than I did and it would be more often sexist and sexual
abuse which I didn't get. She was called a tramp; a "tart"; a "cunt"; a "slag"; etc..
She was also asked questions about her sexual life in a way which was meant to embarrass
her and which was suggestive that she should have sex with the young-men. On one
occassion, she was surrounded inua corner by several of the young men asra joke, but -
almost straight away they let her go on up the stairs. Both of us were subjected to I
-i; being laughed atfabout our way of life.' Repeated questions about did we use looI

paper;_why didn't we use thewlift etc., which, whatever5our§answers,*were_almost.in4 '
variably followed by laughter or abuse. <Sometimes, I would be asked if Maria_was my

..|..- ..... - ._ . . ..

'girlfriend§ to which-I?d reply that she wasnlt she wasemy partner. qliwas then asked
do you ?shagfi_her/"fuck" her? I'd ask back do you mean do we have intereourse together?
Sometimes, I'd leave them pondering on this and-meve‘on.x Sometimes, if they then
changed their question to do we have sex together, I“d say yes, and sometimes, lid tell
them that they already knew the answer to that5question.1 W” I”: I I G _  i 1
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I was caught, because, on the one hand I was wantingito show that their questions didnTt
embarrassume (which apart from a Slight uncomfortable feeling they didn*t)”and”thatIitj-
was possible to be open and honest about sexual relationships without being sexist or "
abusive or trivial etc., ; whilst on the other hand, the tone in which they asked the
questiQfl,§idnTt deserve a replymand that there was always the possibility that the*
answer would form part of the following dayFsYabuse.; G  *i' " I ,' _ E   ,',, .
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The irony was that coinciding with the beginning of this intense period of conflict was
the fact that relations-with some of the young wemen were suffisiciently good that they
agreed te come round one Sunday afternoon for tea. 4 of them turned up and it went very
well. Weatalked about their families, what they enjoyed doing; what_they wanted to do
when they left school; what they thought about school etc., and at the end we did a bit

o . - ~

of singing and dancing. 'They asked us questions about how we.lived.; There was still
a hint of making fun of us in the atmosphere but all in all, it was a very positive or
step. I" ‘r -r.I I = -I ' l " I I. . 1 .¢. I,
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However, later.that same evening, there was.a knock at the door and Maria went to answer
it. ,One ofathe young women was these and asked if she could come in.g Maria let her in
but then, to her"snrprise,’fnund“about 12 teenagers pouring through the door.¢ She felt.
tricked'as most of these had*remained out of sight at first. We both felt a bitrin- *.
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vaded.r as soon as they entered, many of the males just started looking through every
. _ _ - _ : ; .

room, poking about with things etc.. _nt the same time, we were inundated with questions,
can we smoke? No, not inside the7house. Why not? “Followed by_an explanation of why we
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were opposed to smoking. lOne of the males started deliberately kioking the typewriter.;*
Taken by surprise, it was difficult in this situation to reassert control. “However,‘I
within»about 15 mins we.managed to get them to leave, although I made the mistake of_*

I I I I u _ . . ,

promising that they could comeback next-week without asking Maria'first;, We found I
afterwards, that some of the young men had thrown one of our carpets over the balcony I_,
to the ground 7.flights below (we didn*t want it but they weren't to know that). ‘However,
as far as We know nothing in the flat was actually damaged or steleni” I l‘“ W “ ~ _f
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We had 2 or 51main objectives in eur heads at this time. The first, for myself, was if
that I'veialways enjoyed working with ehildren and young people.' For 7 years I'd worked
voluntarily or in paid employment with them until I found myself no longer able to Work
in schools,1youth clube,‘children*s homes etc., because I disagreed with how they were I

.4run and their policies and practices. “I wanted to prove to myself that it was possible, I
to do something outside any established structure. Similarly, I've long wanted to setig _
up my_own~voluntary; informalfischool" and encourage parents_not to send their childreni“_
to sta%e'schoels (or private feeepaying schools for that matter) as well as encouragingtq‘

.i .children and young people not to attend._ The aim ofour "school" would be conscientis1+ I
ation;iconfidence building: encouraging a critical awareness of the world around us; and ’
encouraging and supporting the growth-of nonéviolent attitudes and values within all of“
us. I hoped this might prove an opportunity to try it out. Finally, the conflict waswig
so bad that we desperately needed to do something to try to improve the situation. We*““‘
had no doubts that it was right to try and build up a relationship_with them; the problem
was that5we felt suffieiently intimidated_and frightened“that we didnTt'challenge theiry,“
behawhnhrenough. \”,*'  P H  ’”l t*~g " ‘ I the I  "lad
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This policy led us into slight conflict with Ted who wanted us to have nothing further I._
to do with them and to stop encouraging them.” When he was feeling very angry towards' I,
them he talked about finding out where they lived and sending letters to their parents
and if that didn't work, getting a large group of squatters together and threatening to ,
beat them up.“ We thought the letters might be a good idea but we definitely didn't want
the latter to happen and already we thought there was a distinct pattern of violence es—--
calating. (To be fair to Ted, he was on his own at this time;and was obviously a bit 7;:
anxious and maybe frightened by the situation. He told us he had tried to talkIwith I
them but got nowhere. The situation eased a little bit when the others in his house,
who were away at the time,fcame back. They too, spent some time trying to talk with _W
the teenagers with some success. Maybe if they‘d been there at the outset, the situation
wouldnlt have become so difficult.) On the other hand we also felt guilty and unhappy I.,
because we knew we weren't doing enough to challenge their behaviour andtthat in these H '
circumstances inviting them into our house could be seen as condoning their behaviour to
the squatters next door. So we decided that when they oame;the following Sunday, we e '
would raise the issue of the broken window, the abuse, the spitting and the harrassment ,
and ask for an apology for ourselves and the squatters next door.  '

THE SUNDAY MEETING
Again my memory of this meeting is a bit hazy, but I think that initially a large-ish
number arrived - about 12. However, when I told them in serious terms that we wanted to
talk to them, about 5 of the males left. This time I was determined that we were going
to be listened to and be in control so I said I wasn't going to speak until they were
quiet. However, this intention had already.suffered a setback with the departure of the-
5 males, as I'd meant to say that if-they left they weuldn't be allowed to come back, but
they were off before I got chance. This was to mess us up later on in-the meeting; In 7
the meeting, the 3 remaining males especially refused to remain quiet and eontinued to
mess about (although Maria thought that they were quiet enough and that I waited too long.
until eventually I asked them to come outside with me. (This had the desired effect as *
it was very cold) I managed to have quite a useful talk with them about the fact that we
were quite willing to let them come every Sunday and have a ‘club’ but first they needed
to apologise to the people next door and to us for their behaviour.- I think they agreed?
to but I'm not sure. The young women had already said they weren't involved. We accepted
that to an extent in that we knew they Wouldn't have smashed the window or spat at us ori
What9V§r hut I 3ti;l-felt it was important to say that if they knew what was going on, ore
were there when things happened, they needed to either challenge the behaviour or leave "'
the group otherwise they were part of what was happening. They looked a bit crestfallen
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xnd tried to explain that the Fboys wouldn't listen to them§._=I;think though that they
did apologise to us and I did understand their situationi as Ipleernt in more detail
later, their own position with the males was none too secure. , ,;~s%~ ej _ "
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What spoiled it from being a reasonable success was the fact that 6 or more returned an?
little later on. Before the meeting wetd said to ourselves that we'd finish at 8,pm in
order to try and establish some security for ourselves by making fairly clear boundaries
and sticking to them. alt was about 7.45 when they arrived and 5 minutes later in the
midst of a rising hub-ub, I said that they'd have to go in 10 minutes time. There was,
immediate protest at this and shouts of "That's out of order" but we refused to back { I
down.. To our surprise some of them just marched out and the rest followed. Our ine
tention had been to discuss the terms of next Sunday“s meeting but all this went by the
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Weyeidea_'It-was"to be some 6 mQnthS;before we were to invite them in again and then it.
Was only renewed to the young woment 1Still, although in the short term, our grandiose
ideas came to nought, there was eome curtailment in the more outrageous forms of behave
iour, and perhaps significantly, Maria's flat was never damaged during this period. I
Nevertheless, sometimes, we felt very close to giving up; there was considerab1ejtension;h,
anxiety and-stress involved in having to confront them in this way and it often felt it
Would just be a lot easier for us if we simply moved away from the area. I e
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Perhaps thetlowest point for me during this period was when Maria wasaway.I I oalled
round to herihouse one day to find that the door had been kicked in. _wething had been
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taken and, strangely, nothing was disturbed. Hewever, I felt very shaken; shocked and
tense. I felt I couldn't cope and just wanted to run away. -I?d been feeling very low
and isolated and alone at the time anyway, and it just felt as if I was having to deal
with another major crisis on my own; Iyalso remember experiencing that sort of sinking
feeling in the pit of my stomach. I tried to fight my fear and my feeling of wanting to
run away and I managed to write out a poster saying,.roughly, that this was someone's I
home and to respect it as such and how would they like it if someone did that to their
home, and stuck this on Maria's door.‘ I also managed to repair the door. (We probably
had nothing stolen because we'd taken the precaution of removing all cash from Maria's
to my flat before she left.) I  I v  
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My first reaction was why have they done it to Maria. They know that's her house;.she
hadn't done anything against them and nor had I. I felt angry and invaded by their lack
of respect and disregard for her home. However, afterwards I thought it was possible
that they were confused. As I said earlier, I think they regarded both squats together
as Greenpeace, and at some point around this time the peopleInext door moved out, partly
because of the harrassment and partly because_of the risk of eeingjburgled. "(The window
that had been smashed was still broken andia wooden board cevering the hole had been
repeatedl pushed through so it would have been ' relatively easy for anyone to enter
the flat.§ As the others had left, they may have thought we had left too and so kicked
open the door in an attempt to find out. (Even if this was so it still doesn't excuse
them, but I think it's probably true to say that they had sufficient respect for us that
they wouldn't have done it if they were sure Maria was still there.) However, noone saw
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them and so“it may not haveibeenhthemiat all; fllgdidnit have manyydoubts myself though.
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What doubts I did have were more or less dispelled by the fact that a few days later I
heard voices outside Marials door. When I opened it; there were 4 or 5 of the young men
outside. I asked them what they were doing. §Theyfsaid they were looking for squats: -I

' .,._. ~.

then asked them if they were involved in kicking in Maria's door. They all looked away.
and mumbled something about it not being them. "They also very quickly and cleverly H t
changed the subject and asked me if I knew of_any potential squats in the block. TI told
them where there was one and went down with them to have a look at it. (The flat next.

I ~ _ _ , _...- , 4 . I
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door to Maria's had meanwhile been occupied by two women who had been directed there by
the squatters advice network and.so was no longer empty.§-,Iif ~ =
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I felt really bad with myself’abcutfthis:‘ I'd beeniso churned up and worked up inside
that lid hardly dared confront them about Mariafs;flat.' I felt I should have refused to‘
say anything about any other*flat?unti1YIld received anfgfiolcgy about Maria's flat and 1.
guarantee about their behaviour in any flat they used. I'd lost so much confidance in
myself and in my ability to confront them that I found it very difficult to even attempt
it. Every encounter seemed to finish with me feeling lower and more humiliated than before.»
I was putting on a much braver face to them than I felt inside. The constant tension and
conflict of the last month or so was hitting me hard.  Iive always known that once you  y
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lose your5confidence*in*dealingfwith"young people whesefbehayiour is aggressive or_an§ __;
tagonistic;-it§leads to a downward spiral of where, in almost everyiencounter,;you»lose -t
more self-respect and donfidence as their behaviour towards you becomes more disrespectful
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and outrageous.h I've_known itis very difficult tolhreak this qycle once,started.¢ This yg
was what was happeningeto mejand I felt awful. ]I felt all alone§with;neone to help me.;y

- .-r(Maria was away and even when she was there she felt more anxious and tense than I did.)_
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However, I was also torn.‘ I did think that they had as much right to use vacant,empty,  .
property as I?did.* I-did feeltthat they needed somewhere where_they cQu1d_méet and do _H
their own thing and talk and mess about.‘ That‘s what they wanted and 1 felt that was fair
enough. ‘The problem with that was that their behayiour was so negatifie and,destructive, <
that they'weren*t likely to use 1% constructiyely far that purpose for very long. SoVI 7
didn't really want to help them unless we had long discussions aboht a concern for their
neighbours; about just because property was empty didn't mean to say they could smash it w
up and that they should look after it and use it constructively or leave it alone. P”M“m“W'
Although I did manage to 'deliyer a lecture? to the 4_or 5hI found outside Mariais door,ty
I was sufficiently scared of them that I was only half heartedqand they only half.listened
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In the end another group of squatters living on the floorbelow Mariafs opened up~a flat c
on that floor for them.e It was they who had told me about the empty one I showed the -_;
teenagers.# They weren*t too happy with me when I informed them that I'd done this, at ,
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Anyway; the outcome was that they used that flat for’themselves and opened up another onsh-
on the same floor for the teenagers.; This episode just served to erode my confidence
even more. iOn the one hand I should have refused to shew any squats to the youths.t On.
the other feeling obliged to put forward their case*because I'd shown it to them and
because I didnit wantwthem to feel thatTI'd deliberately misled them. I felt foolish-
and inept because I'd put myself in this quandry”through not being strong enough to re-
fuse to give them any information until they'd apologised in the first place. Again I‘
felt more humiliated and less confident of challenging them as a result. I did, howevery
feel relieved at1thevpassing*ofresponsibility.- I hoped that the squat being opened up
for them would take the pressure eff Maria and‘I.H To some extent it probably did, but
the catalogue of destruetive behaviour had by no means come to an end. *'H@ l@_ fl_ "
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Sometime during the next few weeks/months, there were two fires}§one in the flat next c
door to Maria's and one in the flat I'd shown to them. The twoiwomen hadimoved out of‘ -
the flat next door to Maria after @a1y=a=¢@up1é of weeks; — the flat was left empty but
open (the locks had been taken away.)f After a week or so the teenagers started using it
regularly as_a gathering/meeting/social space. hThis lasted for maybe a couple of weeks.
until one day I called round to see Maria only to see that the flat next door had had
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quitejafiserious fire., (Marla was in her flat at the time when it happened.) A mattress
insideihad been setjenffire/caught alight.;.again»noone_saw-them doing it so it may not
have beenythem. f0n”ths*athe;~hasa; they were the only ones who used to gtginto that.
flat."Weiknhw“less‘abou 1the:fire in the flat below. we don't know who, if anyone,
was using it'immediately*beforeVthe fire. .Our;suspicion is it was the young'males
again but we have no direct evidence for this and less circumstantial evidence than in t
other cases. Maria in particular was quite shaken by these fires as they seemed to dis~
play a considerable disregard to the people living in flats above, below or next tQ they
ones set dn,fire., There have also been a number of smaller fires (ie the rubbish chutes
have_been setgon fire {or catching=fire);Although there's a great danger of giving a
dog a bad namejand so when any fire occurs, our suspicions makeflus think of the teen- it
agers, when it may not be them at all, nevertheless there does seem tobe a pattern in.

' ' ‘rt. I. - ' . ‘ -' '“ ‘Sm! ‘ .1 '. - _ - .' |_ __ ; _ . - '-

' . ‘ . I - . F‘ - - .- ’
' ...'.- I - . '* _ - - _ 2 - .

During thisésame couple of‘months, the squatters ingthe flat on the floor below also
heavens if their windows smashed and a stereo stolen. This happened after they had ins
vited the young people toia party and to which a number ofgthem turned up. Again noone
saw them so it’mhy not have been them, but the pattern was a familiar one.i *_ Q '~~. . - , -‘- ~ »==; ._ ='"-" .. ,. _ If : - - ._ . \ I-I - ' - 1 - -_ _ I‘ . I.
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The next}r¢as months sawFa*oonsiderable;lessening-in the trawmas: There was still the "
abuse, even the odd incident of throwing a can at Maria;-and there was still gee rubbish
eass;“rag endsftpapers“etc.;9thateseemedveryiccnnected to their visits to the stairs.€
On the whole, it’was a period when we were able to relax a bit more and recover our ,
confidence and our strength. Encounters continued which sometimes were qeité positive;
For exempts; ye~aawaged to have some quite reasonable discussions on racism and sexism.-
Thisiwas phiyrsei though; if the groupywas small. moreover, as my confidencefcame back?
I.was able to“6haIlenge their behaviour moreav For example, I was walking with a male Rm
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friend,one new hn*July} who was wearing a blue Smock., The young women came oyer to? ¢.,
chat to us and expressed their disapprovalvpy subtly making fun of him. The young*men~"
openly, but keeping*theirPdistance called him a"pflvfP and asked us if we Pwere screwing"
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each other. I told them not to be abusive and that if they wanted toknow they should"?
come and ask us. Other times the males would shout at the females in the group things“?
like "hey, Christina, give us a blow job." (=suck my penis to make me have an orgasm)
which I would challenge; or their use of the word "cunt" which I would say was sexist,
and abusive and attempt to explain what I meant; or challenge their use of the word i
"paki" and their attitudes to black people. Sometimes we would be offered dope and Hcr
heroin and when we refused they would ask us our views on drugs and didn't we ever take
drugs? Surely we must have done some time? .No, we replied (making it clear we were Q
referring to "illegal drugs") and all drugs are harmful especially tobacco and alcohoh
and including "medicinal" drugs etc.. "> ,g t ‘O it ; §

r _ _ ' -THE suwwnn. ‘  "  as  w .2; I
, 1 ' . l " ' _ 1

. | .,~ -
' -" I I _' ' - 1.

' . -‘ I I

Sometime in the summer, a number of the young men were caught breaking into a car. Ag
couple of them were to spend;the§next 5 months in Detention Centre, whilst most of them
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were released on remand straightaway. we wouldn't wish prison on anybody and certainly
not for breaking into cars.- However, it seemed to be the case that the ones who had
given us most trouble.and most abuse, particularly to Maria, had been locked up. It I
also seemed to have the effect of breaking their group up a bit. Whatever the reason,
things seemed to become a lot easier around that time, although"they‘d been moving inf
a more positive direction for a while. I feel that this was a lot because of our cone
tinued efforts to be constructive with them and yet challenge when necessary. There
were some specific occassions when this seemed to be particularly successful.

For most of the summer,.Haria dealt with the situation by trying to ignore the4group,*
unlesstshegmetfthe'ydung*women'on their own." This was because she felt angry and upset
at the abfise that she was still getting from the young men and just didn't want or feel
up to talking with the group. On the whole, I didn't get this abuse, although sometimes
the young women would try and make fun offme and one or two of the males would {try it
on.‘ I wofild just tell them that what they were doingHwas,abusive orjmakingVfud and a
move on.“ Most,ofithe time, I had a pleasant but brief,conversation with the youngli T
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women x*- ‘flit l‘ri*,~.i,i-whilst the males would ignore me. iafter a while, it became
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more and more obvious to them that Maria wasn't talking. Then, one day, in the autumn,
I met the young women on the stairs. They asked me if‘haria was alright as she never i
seemed to talk with them these days. I told them why she hadn't been talking to them.
They immediately tried to protest their innocence saying "it was the boys} not them"1'
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I agreed with them to an extent but went on to point out that they did make fun some-
times_andLeven.when they didnit, theyfd newer chaLlenged.the males or said anything that
would make them think that they-disagreed with hométhey were behaving and difficult -»II
though this was, they needed to do it. Life was full of such difficult decisions. I
They then started to tell me how_difficult;this¢was because they too were harrassed by
th8“U&1GS&JnAD8€1& told me how she Suffered repeated sexual harrassnent from Jonathon,

, 1 | - 9 .1. , ._ .__ 4 11 .

one of the young men=in the.ggqqB; he psgd tq put his hand on her bottom and she didn't
kngw what tQ@dG about it€_ She=toldwme,shegcouldn't:understand what men got out of that.
Christine said thatasheld juS$IfifliSh@d a I@l&ti0flBhiP With JOnath@n and that he'd duet
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abused her in front of the other males and females present in the group by calling her
a "cunt", "slag", "tart" etc.. That's why they were on the stairs; they'd walked off
in disgust. Beth then told me about how only the other week she'd been sexually attacked
whilst walking home andihad managedmto fight him off and run home. They all told me_of*I
an incident the previous Saturday where theyld seen a man uiciously kicking and punching
a woman on the.f1oor.¢ They had felt powerless and afraid of doing anything and_sQ I 
seemingly had half a dozen or So other people who were standing and watching;" Eyentua11y
a taxi driver intervened and helped the woman into his taxi and drove off.

Out of all this came a long discussion about sexism and feminism. They“then*said“they‘ 
had to gs and promised they would apologise to Maria. 1Just before they left thee} of 1
them began to§te1l~me that I seemed1to be diiferent from other men they knew and thatfil
was "nice" and "cared about people"a@-With these praises ringing in my ears, I felt Over
the moon and laughingly told them if even they wanted to ta1k;they were to just_comey
and ask and with that they left. sSure enough,,whenIthey met Maria one by one oyer the
nextiweekwor so. they made aofiincere apology. -1, __. ,,W- 1 I ,, 1yA,llh'l_,
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0V9Itth@;fl@Xfi few.fi0nths, meetings and conye;satiOns were dramatically improved andp
often gave me a boost where before theymhad been a great source oftefision and anxiety.
We were inyited to Beth's birthday party. Maria made a card for her.“ when she came .
round to collect it she was delighted with it and her mother made us an apple pie in  
return to show her pleasure. '(She.went tola lot of trouble to make us something we
could eat as Beth.Yafter numerous conversations with us is quite aware of what we will
eat,) Amazingly, some of theyyoungfmen started offering to carry Maria's_bike up the
stairs for her and the boxes ofl food that we bring back from the market, which she
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“' _accepted twice as she was quite tired. Angela, Christine and Beth promised to come ;.
round and visit me on Christmas day when Maria told them I was goingvtofte alone and~'
sure enough they turned up which was really nice of them.-~d few times they dropped ‘
round to visit and would chat about how they were feeling*0r*just have adlaugh and then
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- ' - - 1 - ' <1 . . ' - -H_ .it was a time of very positive_communication.;?Ev§n oneof the young'men startedasaying
hnllo ?"d °hatt1Pgl“i*h@uF a3Y1hint“°f making fflfii ,(filthough this had hap@ened3befbre onucOaSSl0n§sif<they“d been on their own or in &”pairg)nyA.bouple of times.I saw Beth**‘ K
triaking" I‘L}de__;‘<.OItI' insulting. 1"-EH11?-;_'I.I:'L1<S J01‘. Q1-.v~\{viét{13q;egQk5.§e6§le;. _I._g§;3».1<e¢j_~... I
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Over a P€ri9dy¢f 5dfiOflths,ithere*were 2 similar incidents to those whichwe‘d endhredl5h'

éiréfiertin th$'ayi‘?'f‘l' -99 .9*‘?. O‘¢tP@e%i@s-..iP1eria;.? .S=v_.<1<><>r' t"O'.yh¢rttv1'ew§.f1et *é!sv.iki¢kefi ==Thi$i _§O"i ..e" teeieki. foes ‘8"1Y?* they hallfflarks <4? heme vthe tens-e@r~s.*'»s*.lflothifle was fa-.1<@n, the”“”waS Jug lcked In! Agatha theY¢maY_we¥l.haY9 been Gheckflng whq,ifiowas“who'd,moved
in Or 1O°kin8 for Stuffilike stereos and<other°erpensivelgear tofsteal@a~AIthofiéh]we'bothd“felt down and Jilvpset shocked, 1-1; didn' t haveltganywherelliiearl as”bad1,e£fect“*’on"t1e as
“h? Prevleus ?lW@ in harch”had; we lust set to and refiaired the door there_and.theQ,.;l§
still felt frightened though and wanted to run away and leave it until the morninéf””Our_
much quicker recovery was evidence of the fact that we were becoming reconciled to the-‘*
%§;e°urltY of our:P@S1tlOn. we had nothing of great value to steal, althoughfsohe¢items_
Ti e ourbikes and typewriter, would cause us aggreat deal of inconvenienqé if.3tQ1en,"af
amazing to think that your attitude to gecuréty could changétgp much that you équiaal; 3
most get used $0 thlS{k%fl@ Of treatment; Nevertheless,-there was still a sadness and "j'
hngerithat Wehfldtt0;su£fer§thiS_SOrt 0f'3P93iment’&nd;fh&tfthey still didnlt feéfiect us
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?§e gsdfncldentwasivhen one Qf'Qurfri€ndscame_to“see*usé Shephad-her car broken into;
Zf1@t_1‘1“lFheve.t..~anyth1n§;t:;or jvatlueu stolen ‘(In n10ney_7 .terms)t_but_t, things that were srI"gg?a,t -
ff? lona tV§l“9~tQ4§§E{t}WQ ha@ HQ evtdence that it was the teenagers_we knew who'did~¢t
Ifiefi SPe°lfl°;aQt-gfW8*knOw;thedyohngfldendo break;into cars and that the ¢ar~wasypgrke&
in one of their Patchest; But no~doub§ there are iqdiqiduajs in the.Sa@§ area whé steal

foil.°a"S'i".' “O? 1“ “‘*""S**°"‘Se'ls*iv‘?‘4“=‘l~F?'?L“7‘@1'e »‘1°@»Y@ ?¢??ie'i..~. enY- P@rs@na1..eePev¢‘t <51" ettecliinelus  -
:;d’2§g gg:i3:b€n%n@“'F:@t this ¢@?;b@1@n8@d id Gui §riendI ¢NeY€fl%heless, it was a very
C dent we triedgfigven as our friend was very distressed,'upsetoand-shocked by the inc;
1* * - §;;1£E¢*th@ StOlen items back by putting'up a large poster where the car
dad been Parked asking the people who had taken them to return them. t t_,
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MY*WORHIES. I “

Maria, particularly, was very keen onedoing this, whereas I'd been quite reticent=and1
afraid when we discussed it thinking that more people may come and break into my house
and attackwme..=when¢fiariafasked;me?to state mY;worries and mywfearsrabout it; I found it
wasn't easy to do so or if&I could, what?I*wasflafraidfof wasn't at all likely to happen.
I realised that for some reason it raised fears in me that had little to do with the
reality of the situation and were probably to do with feeling uneasy because it was some-
thing new and unusual?we were doing to publicly accuse someone of committing a crime or
a moral wrong in our terms and put eur§name=and address tO~it. (we“didn't accuse anyone
specifically, we-just said that someone had broken into the car etc.)‘ I think it may
also have been my male patterns of thinking'that if anything happened; I would have'to
face it not Maria (it.was my name and.address that went on the poster as Maria didn t
want to publicise the fact that she was a woman living'on her own) and feeling that if
anything . bad did~happen Ifidxnot only haveIto deal with my own fears but hers as well.
whether this is fair toiharia or not I don't know.. However, although Iiwas still afraid
I thought it was important to put up the poster and try and deal with and overcome my
fear. For 2 days I felt, intermittently, that churning of the stomach and then it went.
I'd challenged and overcome my fear., I was very grateful for.Maria's initiative and
courage. we didn't get attacked or anything untoward happening. we did learn that Qsfi
people stopped and looked at the poster because they told us they had. Although we
didn't get the things back, we had taken another step forward in our challenging of
wrong behaviour and our confidence to take this on and do this sort of action had been
increased because we suffered-no harm. *“* I i w e
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Even when I moved into the same block as Maria before Christmas, my door wasn't kicked in.
whis seemed to represent to us a sign of more progress. I asked Angela, Christine and
Bethktoecome with me to see an elderly woman who lived locally who was very lonely.
They readily agreed to come. Te first time we went Amanda was busy and so couldn't see
us. ‘Afterwards, the 3 came-back to my flat and we talked about sex,3sexism, racism and
depression amongst other things., we alse did some singing and they tried to teach me how
to dance.i (A forlorn h0p€,.)‘ The following Sunday, they had an arguement between them-
selves and so failed to turn up.* Nevertheless this was the sort of constructive thing I
hoped to be able to encourage them to do. The 3 of them were often bored and at*a loose
end and wanting to feel useful. Amanda was lonely and bored and really missing and  
needing company.“ I'gp and see her regularly, but the more the merrier and she likes the
company of young'people.i It just seems crazy that here are the young and the old,
separated and cut off from each other and yet both needing things that the other has to
give. So far it hasn't come off but I hope it will. I It
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Finlly the New Year brought with it a new turn of events. .I was returning from the is
library one evening and passed the teenagers.Angela and Christine said hullo and asked

- - +

me how Maria was. I answered and went on to pick up some boxes for the fire.e Whilst I
was doing'so I heard noises and turned round to see two of the young-men fighting. At
first, I.thought they were messing about, but I quickly realised it was for real. 'Noone
else was doing anything about it so I decided that I ought to try and do something. I  
left my boxes and walked quickly over to where they were fighting and asked Jeremy, whom
I knew, to stop. To my surprise, he really flared up and told me to "fuck off you cunt
or I'll kick your fucking head in," and at the same time lunged at me with his head in an
attempt to head butt me in the face. I leaned out of the way and continued to ask him to
stop except this time more urgently. Beth and Christine were worried about me getting
hurt and called on me not to get involved and that they were only brothers.. Jeremy con-
tinued to scream at me to "fuck off, it's got fuck all to do with you."I He was really §
kicking*his brother =.r viciously and repeatedly kneeing him in the face. It was really
pretty nasty stuff. ;i ,
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I was on the verge of wondering whether to physically restrain him when I managed to come
between them. I think this was possible because my persistance and insistence was making
Jeremy lose his concentration on the fight with his brother as he was turning his angerI
on me. He stood there blazing with anger and screamed at me again. I held his gaze and

|-
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calmly but firmly told him that he could hit me if he wanted but I wasn't going to leave
but nor would I hit him back. fUp to that point, it seemed very much as if he was going»
to thump me. This seemed to shock him and take him by surprise, he hesitated. In these
few seconds, his brother must have got up off the floor and left. 2 women came out of
a shop and said the police were on their way.. Jeremy wandered around still obviously
tamping'mad but with noone left on which to vent his anger and maybe still a little
stunned. Angela and Christina thanked me but repeated I shouldn't have got involved; it
was only a brother's fight. I asked if his brother was alright and they said yes, but I
didn't check myself which I should have done.  
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while it was happening, surprising as it may seem, I was reasonably calm. when I got
back to.my flat, I was really churned up. It was the first time someone had definate-
ly attempted to physically injure me since I was 16 or so. what would I have done if
he had started to hit me? At the same time I had a feeling of considerable elation.
Neverabeforcfhad I actually said to anyone that the  could hit me and I weuld still not
do what theyawanted. Never before had I said I wouid not hit them back. It seemed
clear that this statement of nonviolence stopped the fight and also prevented me from
being hit. At least this is what-it felt like but there's probably always an element .
of luck; maybe I ""as just lucky. What was especially important was that hitherto
Jeremy had been probably the most abusive of all and the one with the least respect.
for us. He had been particularly abusive to Maria. ‘As a ieshltwe were afraid of
and intimidated by him more than any of the others. I think there may have been an
element of this dislike towards us in how he'd reacted. So;foi'ue and for me
especially, it was psychologically very important because it represented a,refusal to
accept his abusive behaviour any lenger. I needed to be able to overcome my*fear of
him and to refuse to allow myself to be intimidated by him." At the same time I
didn't want to humiliate him or beat him up or whatever.l I thought I'd achieved a
significant positive change in our relationship. Nevertheless, I was still anxious
lest it may have been perceived as an attack on him and so lead to reprisals against
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TWO DAYS LATER I I

Two da ' ' ' 'h3r gldt I ~ys later, I was walking past Maria s flat I ya been repossessed the week 1
before and we were still in the process of moving*ner stuff), when I noticed that
food had been strewn all over the floor. When I went in to investigate (although the
Council had put an anti-vandal clamp on the front door, the same window that’ ‘ , '
had been smashed the year before was still'broken and so it was fairly easy to get in).
I found that about £3 in money had been taken and all Maria's belongings had been_gone
through. lMy immediate reaction was again that sinking feeling in the pit of my‘
stomach at the prospect of having to face more confrontation. I assumed it was the
reprisals from Jeremy that I'd half expected.  I

I

9;.
-F .

I- 1-



TWO pgys semen mars J y _ _ _ ,I t ,., I._, t. p ¢ I , , ,:I >w 14
I ' I . oi

. . _ ¢ ." ' ' ' ' 'I ' I : '

Two days after this, I arrived home after midnight to a scene at the foot of the
stairs, where two police officers'were questioning Gareth,_one of the group} - 
Christineaand Carmel were waiting nearby. (I learnt that Jeremy and Beth were
upstairszw When I heard this I didn't pay any attention to the scene that faoed
me, althpugh I should have done because even though they were_all juveniles, they
Iwere being questioned abont acts of criminal damage and posssssion of drugs (none
of them had any) and Gareth was searched, without as far as'I know any of them
being cautioned or informed of their rights or any tresponsible adult‘ being T‘ p*
present. - N I M H‘, pI I J

' '. - -u. , _, .I . ' ‘ \..
,_ .

' . s. ’ '
. 0 - ' I I

o

However I was too agitated by the prospect of having to confront Jeremy about the
theft two days ago to “' do more than keep a watchful eye on the proceedings.
The police left without charging anyone (but recorded names and addresses) and I
carried on upstairs. To my considerable surprise, Jeremy was immediatelyIandI I
genuinely apologetic for his behaviour on.Monday and.hDped'that I wasn't hurt.o I
was really grateful and thanked him for having the5courage td.apcIogiseiMMHewiI
proceeded to explain what the fight was about andithatgsametimes his brother just.

1-_ _- ._ - _ i

makes him so angryIand th&t_hQjh&t€S people interfering. 'Hs said his fsiend_had
tried to stop the fight and.ho'd-hit him as well.§fiBeth thengsid that she wanted to
talk with me and told me that she was hawing,problems with her two friends,
Christine and Carmel who were constantly having'arguements with each other: "I

.-._

suggested they some round the.follosing evening, and I could talk with them about
it, if they felt able togdo that. She agreed and we arranged the time. I
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THE THEFT It ‘
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I then toek a deep breath and raised the issue.of the theft twowdays,before. . r
Jeromy said it wasn't him; heihadnIt»been around. Beth baekedihimfiepfandisaieshe
was over in Thornton that day. I wasn't the convinced and pashed farther saying
that his nickname had suddenly appeared on our door. "He said the others could have
written it. Sc I then proceeded to talk about how we'd never dcne any_harm to them
(he agreed) and we'd always treated them with respect and yet all we€gtt,rrtm them
was hassle. He was genuinely listening and even sympathetic, asking me how much I
was nicked.Idand saying that it was really bad, even though it was only a small
amount, because he knew we had nothing. He promised to see what he*could do to get
it back and with that they said their goodbyes and went on their way. Unfortunately
they never came back the-nextIday..  tt so _hf
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Two days after this, on the Sunday evening, we heard noises outside. On going
outside we saw Gareth and Leslie'about to walk nff with one of our bikes that they
had just taken from Maria's old flat. I was so surprised and.stunned, I didn't

' a

know how to approach it especially as Gareth had perhaps been theIhn1y young man
who had never joined in the abuse. I tried to question_them about the fact they ~
must have known it was our stuff. They denied it. Maria was so_incassed, she just
sqreamed at them, 'liar, liar, liar}! They were shocked and taken aback; they ' '
didn't know how to respond. It was a difficult encounter; I was trying to coax the
truth,out of them and Maria was screaming at them that they were liars and told I
them to ‘get lost‘. She wasn't happy with me being reasonable with them and I
wasn't happy with her screaming at them. I daren't try and challenge her though as
I was afraid she would turn on me. (She was feeling very angry and upset before
they arrived.) 1 II III) I II" I
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The encounter revealed a lot about their attitudes to squatting and squatters. _
‘Its not your house‘, Gareth claimei, ‘and s its not y ur stuff. Its been left
for two weeks, we thought nob‘dy wa ted it'.lIHe saidtge same about the money,
although he was later te deny taking it. (The Council had repossessed the flat
by putting a bar over the frent_dQor 2 weeks previously; it was true we had been
slow moving our stuff out.) There followed a discussion about squatting, about _
prpperty and about what was theft and what wasn't. I found myself feeling “
awkward about it because I couldn't strictly say I/we needed this bike and it was
lying there being unused at that particular moment. On the other hand we do use it
when cur other two bikes are out of order, and as far as we know, Gareth has a bike.
Alsg I'd feel that I should offer them the bike (althyugh I'dIfind it difficult to
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do except for the fact that they don't seem to need it and their attitude to it is des-
tructive. .It wouldn't help anyone if the bike ended at the bottom of the canal.

' 5- .H . .

OUR ATTITUDES T0 PROPERTY. ‘ s  

On the one hand I/we did feel they'd committed a real moral wrong against us in that
at the very least they were doing something to us which they would_strongly object to if
it happened to them, and that it seemed clear that underpinning their attitude was that
because we were squatters we were fair game to steal from and that this lack of respect
for us had been clear throughout, but it was the first time it was openly expressed int
this way. On the other hand, I didn't want to be involved in arguing over property that
we didn't strictly need, in this way.p The whole incident was very revealing of the fact
that our attitudes to property in practice weren't what we wanted them to be and of what
their attitudes to us had been all along. Although it was very revealing, it was alsod
very unsatisfactory and inconclusive. The following day, Maria felt very sad that she
had shouted at them and was remorseful that she had not behaved how she would have wanted
to behave. She felt her screaming and not listening to Gareth's explanation had been the
very opposite of non-violence. She felt upset and worried that she'd messed up the re-
lationship we'd built up with the young people.

When we talked about it, we felt that Gareth and leslie were getting her anger and upset
pthat she felt towards the council for evicting her;.to me for not helping her move sooner;
Ito whoever had strewn food over the floor and gone through her things and the anger that
she felt at the way she'd been treated by all of the teenagers over the previous year.
She had been feeling angry and down anyway that evening and down in general and Gareth
and Leslie suffered from that. .Only some of her anger was anger she felt about that
specific occasion. Still, in another sense, I didn't feel that a great deal of harm
would come from it as it wasn't anger that was physically threatening but the angniafiof
anguish and despair and in one sense, it may be that them seeing the ‘victim's’ anguish
may help to change their attitude to that sort of behaviour.  

§ DAYS LATER.
. -_ . _
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3 days later, there was a knock at my door. It was Gareth whH'd come to collect some
clothes that he'd left in Maria's old flat when he'd gone in there. He'd thou ht he '
might sleep there sometimes. I invited him in and gave him his clothes back, %we'd moved
them, assuming they belonged to previous squatters) and told him that I'd like to talk
with him about the other day. He told me he'd been arrested 4 times in the last fort-
night; (twice for things he hadn't done) one of these was for assault occasioning
actual bodily harm on a Bengali man. (He'd thrown a stone whibh had hit him in the ._
mouth. He told he he hadn't ihtehded td hit him and 1 believed hih.)_ So I talked with
him about racism for a while. He told me he hated 'Pakis' and.'Coons?; that when he was
a small boy at school, there were only a few of ‘them’ but gradually, they'd taken over.
He felt this wasn't right; this was his country not theirs but what could he do about it?
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He said-they come over here with a few pounds and then get rich. *He felt they owned all
the big businesses in the area where we lived. L asked him what about Woolworths, the
Queen, Mrs Thatcher etc., weren't they rioh?# What did heffeel about them? He wasn't
concerned about them they were white. I tried tc say that this illustrated my point;
that they could never do anything that was right_in his eyes because they were black. T
The problem was that he was making a distinction between human beings based on the colour
of their skin. If you cut yourself, you bleed red blood; if they cut themselves, they
bleed red blood too. We're all people; we all have the same needs for love and care and
affection. He listened but it all seemed a different world from where he was at.
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He felt he might go to prison and so I asked him if he tee worried about that.  He said
he wasn't and we chatted about it for a while. I then asked him about the other night
wand told him that Maria wanted to apologise to him and that she was sorry. He said it
was hethihg, just a misunderstanding. ”wheh I questioned him egeih, he admitted that he
knew it was our stuff but thought that maybe we didn't want it. He was so confident of »
this that he said that when we came out and saw him with the bike, he was on the point of
coming to ask us if he could borrow a pump. (I believed him).. I asked him if he could



 _ >7 77 — —

r"
1...!

" . I1 .

_ __ r. _ _ ,1
- I . . ' w " e uivocal answer implying that tfle WT°n€'Wa§ p
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anxiety, there are also time ort _ I ~ ' 1 last years it was so hard
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(Readers will remember that in the last issue I tried to describe the conflict Maria and
I had been having with a group of young people. My intentien in this second part of the"
article 1S to try and explain the social forces that I feel are behind this conflict;)_
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In myiopinion, one of the main factors behind their-behaviour is their class position‘in
seciety. is far as we know all of then have left school or will leave school at 16 with-
out qualifications.‘ Those of then who have left are on the dole;i*They live in council ,
flats on council estates. all their lives they have grown up with the knowledge that all
Qf these @SP¢Q§S Qf their lives are. in our society, seen as being of low status.- They '
know, consciously and unconsciously that other people look down on them and see then as f
inferior. In the eyes of society, having left school at 16 without qualifications, they
are failures; similarly, being on the dole is seen to signify failure and personal in“  
adequacy. Asia result of these and other factors, their confidence and self-esteem is"
very low. ,Their own opinion of their abilities, their own expectations of themselves,
of their skills and consequently their aspirations is very limited. »Sinoe the day they
wcre=born, they have been seen by society as people who would have limited intelligence
and limited skills and not surprisingly their own opinion of themselves reflects that l*
v1ew.; In effect, their skills, their creativity and their energy has-been stunted and v
blocked from being expressed in useful and constructive wayst; Consequently, it is ex—'
pressed 1n destructive ways.’ i,, ,t ,} is s  It-y at s‘ 1
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:_fiCUbLE BIND.   . ,v
Denied respect, they are not able to show it to others; denied status, they seek to gain
it by abusing, humiliating or distancing*thenseltes*frem,other groups who are seen to be
of even lower Status than themselv¢$. (Black people, gays, squatters; homeless) Subject
to the sane materialistic pressures as everybody elsegfron advertising and the media etc;
and yet denied legitimate ways of earning the noney required to meet what would be seen
to be an adequate material standard of living according to our cultural norms, they turn
to illegitimate "illegal" ways of making that money. This is accentuated by the fact
that often they feel an even more urgent need than say some professional middleeclass
people, to meet that norm because they donit want to provide yet more opportunities for
ymOpl€ to ridicule and scorn them. Furthermore, bored and alienated,-the escapism of
drugs seens to have considerable appeal. Yet illegal drugs especially, (some of them
have told us they take heroin and cannabis) are very expensive. The dole won't buy any-

!’ r J.one such of these and pay for alcohol, tobacco, clothes; discos, food, and other basics.

They are caught in a double bind; on the one hand their class position in society is one
of the main reasons why they are bored and alienated; whilst on the other that same class
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position is largely (wholly) responsible for their inability tc earn the sort of money
that would buy,legally, the kind of materialistic'props' that most (all) of us would turn
to if faced with a similar situation. (another irony is that drugs and other ‘props’
are one of the factors which help to explain why people don't act to change the unjust
situation they find themselves in.) If they do tfirn to illegal ways of making the money,
and they are caught, it just seems to lead to more alienation and anger, lower status
and self-esteem; even less likelihood of.earning@sufficient money legally and therefore
a corresponding increase in the likelihood that they will use illegal ways of making the- .* - ~-. _ , .1. I‘| _ _ . '1'
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' This is the institutionalised violence of class exploitation. This violence against them
is converted into their personal destructive behaviour towards others including ourselves.
To get at the root of this behaviour would necessitate challenging the violence of the
 c1ass inequalities in this country. Yet there are also other important factors. On the
whole, the destructive behaviour towards others is carried out by the young men, not the
»young women. I feel/believe that this means there is another main element in their be-
haviour in addition to class, which is male conditioning; In our culture, men are seen
as ‘naturally aggressive‘; that it is inevitable, for example, that boys will engage in
physical fights.j In fact, it's possible to say that*our culture goes beyopd_seeing this
as inevitable and actually encourages them through films, toys, stories, literature etc..
{e.g male heroes are physically strong and tough and ‘prove themselves’ by physically
beating up‘ or killing people they donflt like (areain conflict with) i.e‘enemies',
'opponents' etc.. as nen we are encouraged to deny all our emotions except anger; to

ideny anything traditionally regarded as female such as caring, responsibility for other
s *people's feelings, sensitivity etc., as‘~¢1ssa". Additionally, young men will be exw *'

I

‘ pected by society, their families and peer groups to befgainfully employed’ once they've
left school. This expectation would not be so great on th young women as their approved

.role does not involve entering into ‘waged employment“*to provide financially for them-
' selves or a family on an equal basis with a male. eN0t being able to fulfill this ex-**"'

p pectation is a further blow to their sense of identity and selfeesteem,
_ l V,
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Thus, the pressures of the sexual stereotypes put a great deal of stress on the young,_
working class men. However, the young women suffer even more. ,women’s,senseiof identity
and self-esteem is severely shaken by the fact that society sees their role as the i.)
provider of unwaged domestic and child bearing/rearing, labour. @This is definitely seen. _ . , -

I 3. .

"as an inferior role to being in waged employment. Furthermore, such sex role divisionss
create a financial dependancy of women on men which places them in an extremely vulner-
able position. The reverse of this is that men are not expected to have any (or at least
as many)~domestic responsibilities as women., This further removes them from their owns,
empathetic or caring emotions and makes it easier for them to indulge in irresponsible"", .

behaviour than it would be for women. allied to this is an overall feeling that con»
flicts can only be resolved by force, or by the use of power and authority backed up by
the threat or potential use of force.  These, I believe*are"sone.of the other main
elements in.explaining'their behaviourJ®‘”) =,=~ **" "I s ';,;»1i~iM r
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Again the young men did not ask to be socialised in this way, nor, probably, are they
aware of the sexual stereotyping that has conditioned their behaviour. In this sense
they are victims of their social conditioning. Yet, in another sense, they are also
oppressors; they have absorbed the cultural value that women's domestic and sexual role
is inferior to men's; that women are seen as of less value and less important than men.
Their behaviour reflects this value; both in terms of the sexual harrassment and abuse of
the women in their own group and of fiaria. This is the institutionalised violence of
sexism (or what is sometimes termed 'Patriarchy'.)  It results in personal, individual
acts of violence by men against women. T T ' ~v, - .*' I
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IN part 1 I mentioned that in my opinion, aspects of their behaviour and attitudes were
resist. bio I now want to try and outline where,_I feel this”has_,.;come.1from in an (attempt
t0 53$ and explain this aspect of their behaviour. ifill of us_have been brought up in a I
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country which has.*as a-major part of its recent history, the complete economic and
political domination and control over a huge part of the world. The people of this
country took part (and eventually played the major part) in takinglafricanfipeopleito"u
countries which today are known as the West Indies and the Americas, (The Europeans
had invaded these countries and established thQh as colonies.) as slaves. ihacist 2
justifications for this white. European cqntrolioffithe world soon appeared ih the form
of ‘explanations' that there were inaturalf differences between ‘white’ and 'black‘ .; -
people which were such thfitIwhite§people wer¢;inaturally' more intellectually gifted,j
had 'naturally‘”greater organisational ability and superior technical ability; Twhite'r_
people were 'nat&rally'-destinedto rule the worldgetc..p I i  i IIL i"'i as‘
' ._ "' . ~ r -"sui-mica CULTUR1£i&i"  ; s i  w I    I

2 - ' ' - . .--' _ I ' II , . ; I I.. - .I_ _ . I, .- I . ._ I. 4 - . - I -

As white peoplé§inQthis5c§untryf the young people and ourselves have been brought up in ;
this climate and both consciously and unconsciously, we hayeIabsofbed the fialues that. I
white people and their culture are superior to black people and their culture. ‘It is I w
also the case that the control of white British people over theseicountries they were.
exploiting, gave5theh the power to take resources and use them to add to the naterial I
standard of liying;of people in this country. For over 300 years; the people of this I_
country, have in part, lified off resources"stolen' from the people of the South. with-
out this we'could not have had-the material standard of living we have today. Meanwhile,
SO million blackspeople die of starvation everyfyear and thousands of millions gofwith-II
out basic nesedséibeing 1.16%. ‘This situation, 1m, has brought ‘with it tanitiattitude that
in this country expect and are entitled to this standard of living, andioften usinguexe 
planations for this situation which put the blame on black people themselves:-is "they? I
are over-populated etc.. (I'll say more about this standard of living a little later on-

- . . ._II_
-I I1 -> I .

in the section on materialism.) This is the sort of cultural background of racism which}
the young people and all of us in this country have been brought up on. ] i 'I§“ s >I,
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However, in the young people's situation thereiis the additional factor that the economic
insecurity and powerlessness of their class position in society qakes them prone to-
'propaganda' promoting racism and racial divisions. The’sort of jobs they are likely to
get frequently lack a guarantee of securityép Any competition for these jobs can only
make their position more insecure. _Binilarly for housing and other social facillities.
This is in fact what happens when new people, who-are theoselves poor, arrive in this
country from elsewhere. YThey proyide extra labour so that wages will become lower;
ertra people means.aore people to be housed, which means longer council waiting lists
hr higher rents or tore overcrowding. in existing homes as people have to make do with
what they have. p'In other w0rds.fal1 the people inIthat*area'wi1l experience a drop in
their material standardiof;liViH8§. ii f  ;?, Iii; “' .>:¢, i‘ i
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This needn't be the case; there are enough resources in this country and in the world I
for everyone to be able to have useful and creative work to do and for everyone to have
a home to live in and all their other basic needs net._ It happens to be the case, though,
because the rich and powerful everywhere refuse to distribute the resources fairly.I
however, as it is the case in this country and elsewhere, that resosrces aren't dis-
tributed fairly, it is the peer who will feel materially threatened by new arrivals.
In that situation, the rich donft hand over any§more'resduroes so the same quantity of
resources (jobs,.housing etc) now has to be distributed between a larger number of, , 
people. Some of these new people arriving in this country were black_people., Given the
ooubination of racism and class insecurities/inequalitiesfhany working ¢l&SS B90918:
~blame black people for their situationsi (This eoubination of factors is why I feel that
the National Front and other Fascist groups are able to obtain a hard core of support.
from working class areas.) Black people aren't to blame for class inequalities; rather
they are even bigger victims of,it than their white workinggclassWcounterparts.. In
theory, the two groups would gain a lot from supporting eachsother in trying to_obtain
justice for working class people in this country, tst,sn the whole,so effectively, has
racisn been used as'a divide andrule tactic by thssrioh and powerful, that many white. . I I, I I III I I II I

working class people seeblack people ss;s threat and not as friendss B ,,,IHI
. I -

. - _ - 1 I - I _II
| - I _ ' r I I ,- I I II . - I I - .- - ,~ _ I I . . ,- |I I _. - - If ,,- 1 \ I |;. - c_ : I, I I . I I ,III I III _

One reason for this I feel is our racist expectations of enjoying and being entitled to
a higher standard of living than black people; Tihis, I think, is what is behindfthe,
jealousy end resentoent that the young pepple feel towards blackIpeople who have more
wealth than they do (whilst apparently being-unconcerned about wealthier white people.)
In my opinion, this aspect af'thsif behaviour and this aspect of the conflict would only
.be resolved by working towards an eoualisation of wealth_. _, rt and power both within
this country and internationally which); is sustainable for .s1.1i.t To,‘ achieve this would
require challenging both racism and class inequality. 7_ _I, fies 'I_ I I,“ 1
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QIGRATION   

Having said all this, I thought it'might now be useful to try and explain the reasons
behind why black people uigrated to this country, and so complete the overall explanation.
I referred earlier to the overall domination over much of the world that Britain had.) I
also referred to the fact that Britain (and other countries) have been stealing wealth
from the South for over 300 years. The consequence of this in these countries was large
scale under-employuent and uneuploynent, hunger and a generally low standard of living.
at the sane time their stolen wealth was helping create employment and a very high i
aaterial standard of living in the countries stealing that wealth, like Britains as a
result, there was a pressure on individuals in the'colonies' to migrate to where there
were jobs and money available. (The colonial links being a key factor in why people
chose to go to particularcountries.),-Thustthe process of exploitation if - -
I twhich created poverty in those countries and wealth in the rich countries, created
the pattern of migration of labour from poor to rich countries. This is one aspect of
why black people came here. I II I -I, I I I- c’
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another is that in the 1950's, the booming international and British economy created full
employment. working people used the bargaining power this gave then to ask for higher
wages from employers. The wealthy did not want to give up any share of their wealth and
so pressurized the govt. to encourage the immigration of black people, which they duly
did. (Enoch Powell, for exanple, in his capacity as Minister in one of the Conservative
Govts. of the 50's went to the west Indies to invite people to cone to Britain to look
for work.) Their aim was to use black people as a cheap source of labour; to provide
competition for jobs so that wages were kept down by bringing in people frofi”the“““"
‘colonies’ whose standard of living§was so.low at home that almost any wage here would
give them a higher standard of living than they had at hone..I (This is the process I
outlined earlier.) sThe policy of the wealthy was to undermine the workers by divide and
rule tactics.I Black people were not only exploited in the Fcoloniesl but also were)
brought here to be used by the wealthy as cheap labour and as part of their struggle to
hold onto their wealth. with the rise in unemploynent.in the late 60's and 70's, so the
need to import cheap labour has declined.and with it cones an increase in pressure to
stop the immigration of black people.-Hencethe Inaigration and Nationality nets. (I
(wiihout going into these in detail, their purposeIwasto.restrict imoigration from the
Fhew Commonwealth countries‘ - essentially Britain‘s former colonies in Africa and Asia
without affecting immigration from ‘the Old Commonwealth qountries' ~ Australia, Canada,
New Zealand; South Africa, Rhodesia/Zimbabwe, USA were also unaffected. The issue was not
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.nunoers but ‘blackness[.H Per ogsqplea by 1973. 3 1a~ldTwtl9n sets “¥‘ln5 to our 1
i¢wieretiofi=nad slfissdit5@?nJpe$S@d~"”Yet*“in.£hatfYéar;h?!;¥sa*h'S C°“S?rvati"e Govfé
took Britain into the EEC.i One of the cond1t1onS Oi entry We$ that fin? bur2F§§Y1Y?u of
heve‘the right to settle in this country if they SO w1Sh@d$.5@We h?@dT@dS O *1 o?°nS r
Europeans now have that right.) -t; 1<,*‘»‘*N' ll L toi$dN_;_ ~  -7K -%A*f t_
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This is the“o#erell context in which the young pestle line: e€@inth@Y“d?%fnO:ra:§ io be
brought1up1in7a racist@culture and they are prOb&b1Y unaware Of hgw-this M -ectsi elr
Lbehaviour;and how their insecurity is pl&Ye@~@n by those in FOwe?'m;In*thiS sense they
ere yictims;§4In?énother S@Q$¢ they ere Part @frffi€ inetifiutisselesed ¥1°1en°°*°§ r§clSm'
They are pert ofthe white fiejority cultufe whioh sees hlaek PQ§P1@ end Culfure #3 in“
fieriorii Thfsidttitfide results in the personaieandhindlvldufil,Vl@1@n¢@l@fYtnese Young
white people on the blackpeople living in theiriaresi ;Rm.|-fl!,- dl|LH}- »r »

. ._.-- 1. '- " "'., _.. ‘_ r _ _ ._ ; _ _ .
I ,_- - ' .- - _ - -- _ _ '-' .1

, ,- . - . . 5 - '--. - ' -L . - ‘
'3 _ ‘ _ _ A ' - - . - _ -I .-I, . ' _

., .-. - ' .--I '- - ". ._ .1 . -' ' 'g§TERI’LIS“.‘ ?.'  ~  it  .  i~  1 ii P1 . - - -- 1 . . -' - 2 '5 - U " ' -- - .

rfietfiee element in*the oVéfsll con$ext=isoth@ issue sf @3t9?i&liS?» the ¢O“?etitiOn ex”
.terienced in all dress of our lives, econoHi@¢>S@@i@I3nd PQliti°@1»?nd the~hlerar°hleS
this Qrestes ervfiwinners"iifld"LeSsrS2eeFeu¢e@SS and fsiiflfeii th§!7in7~gr“9pSlandLthe
1‘-O1-i‘t:c&S,bSl_-;.oc: I See-_naiferialisi-fl.as Value _-in; our c_.|1]_-[;[1_:1§-(9 Gn'§}O_1lI:<%l3_»a§€S_-~35. anit s eh s< >.i e¢ ~-- .~~  fi ti  F;  ;*{,»t t it
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.1nd1v1d@e1 O““S‘ It $5 e “@?“¢+Wh1QP 1@P1leS ‘net hdpplnes? ind °°nient1enttcO¥e§ thi
ithe,ownershiP?cf neterial goods; the $0r€:we‘h@V@& the hflPP1@T: the *Or@ °@n en Q : 8~  ~s _ . - 1, t~»t, ~~~'"""-i s »~ t ' { '. "‘ den-more successful we will be end the hl5h€I Our Stefls b@C@~@S-- It ls a V11“? which
courages us to ignore or be unconcerned with how these 89055 are PT@du°ed and wh?ther
that is a good thing or not. In fact, the opposite is true; ii i5 a V3199 which 93*
courages us to compete with other human beings the objedt b€inS tQo$hQW ¥@uP$@1f as “Ore
esuccessful than others by haVinS;dore.nsterie1 3@5d$¥ii1t'i5§3dV3luesWhi@h $@YS there is

.?hether other People round s5@ut us bflve,thosesane goods or, even¢=whether they haveanything atlall; tit is a_ve1ue which seys that whet weghove is eves and We ere_es* LI --, _ ' .
I i I
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titledgto spend on ourselves as we WiShiQ /»-r ‘*i' ,“;tll. it  ¢~; L '** i i “J it_ , 1 _ 5 I ' 1
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lnény opinion, virtually ell of us (or oeybe Even all 95 U3) 1? rats *°untrY CO S“ .r
unfleir shore er the fiorld's resources." ThisVdepriyes others'ofiheir~fsi:lshire{_]h:he
toost;of ?us*~ere"white sndthe oyerwhelningwmegority of the jothers ae?@tA_@fi t fD1_ q
political meaning of the tern.) our material standard of 11V;§a_l$~T@°1S*+ h“ er1@~ls"
has encgurggfld and continues tQ@prQfiOt€ and encourage this racism bYnCOnS$&fit1? urging
gs t0.inGI€&S€ sur"¢snsuspti@ntr goods.t Like Q11 Of US, the teenfifierfi have been im-
bned with this cultural value of materialism. tThey want and expéCiEQ high $tflnd@Td 95'_ .
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living. Yet; on the other hand, their class position effectively denies them any chance
of 1@giti;gte1y earning the sort of money that would meet their espirotions. (Alth0Q£h
part of materialism is the creetion;of moreisnd more ~wsn£s1 so thst_people‘s*aspiretions
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To gain status and be accepted in this culture requires us to have a certain standard of
dress, certain types of job, and possess various consumer ite1s., (T.V‘svideos,cars,
washing machines, phone“s vacuua cleaners etc.) llf you haven't Efit these; YOU are $@ent.
as having-aflow status and so would generally be looked down on. People don't want to "
be looked down on and desperately want to become wealthy so that they are not looked, L,
down on anynore. Sonetiaes the poorer you are the more desperate will be your attempts
to ‘be respectable‘ and dress well etc., in an attempt to gai’n_i.aeceptsnce- This 1;>rosess
creates jealousy and coapetition, It also means that pepple like ourselves are looked '
down on because we are so obviously materially poor. They have Pi0Rsd up the values Of
Sficiety and wish to distance themselves from people who would obviously be classed as
having low status. Homeless, gays, travellers, bIacks,_squatters etc are all of low
status and our?culture has a contempt (often overt, sonetiaes covert) for those of lowes
Status whiph makes it possible and acceptable to abuse them. Qften, if a person feelsi d
of low status themselves, they feel-more need to abuse people even lower down the ; e
ladder than theaselves'in=order to be reassured that there is someone lower than them. =
as squatters and as materially poor people we were the victims of this process. [(1
hasten to add atfthis pointwthat maria and I have many advantages which other PEQPIB in
the eategpry of'outcasts',haven'tigpt, such as ouruniversity*education., we are ne£~ ll"
powerloss'in the sane sense because we have chosen our SltU&t1OD; it has not been forced
on us.; It's possible that some of theirfattitudes cane from their resentment OE§What'
ever of our niddleéclass education., It's possible that working class squatters wouldn't
have received the same treatment. It's also true that some of thea have on some occ- ~.

.| 4 '

asions expressed_support for squatting.” This suggests that it's the lifestyle that's "v
the main problem although no doubt. opinions about squatters probablyfvary})~v - ,'”*
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'Their materialism like all of ours is racist; it exploits the people of the South., I w
_ _ I 1 J - _ . I -.

don‘t believe higher welfare benefits or higher wages is a solution to the exploitation‘
of trees young-working class people, as such solutions ban only lead to_a higher con; w
sufiption of resources by people here at the expense of the people of the South. ,Their

_ _ I _ I.‘._ _

and_everyone else's materialism needs to be challenged but in the context of the in¥ s
securities that partly fuel it.t Their exploitation at the hands of more powerfulfgroups

. _ I, .__ . - _ I _

in this country needs to be challenged and they are entitled to our support and solid-
. —I _ . - ' - -_ - . -I - -

 arity.' The sexism of-the young males needs to be challenged whilst,in this context, the
 yonng women need our support and solidarity. Their racism needs to befchallenged whilst
recognising the way theylve been aanipulated and their insecurities which partly help to
lerplain it._ Their personal behaviour towards ourselves and other people needs to be
challenged where necessary though we need to do that with an understanding and empathy
of their situation. ~s s < i »'s s ?u,. P ¢@“, s A -1. “’ , _
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One of the nost important things we have tried to do is not to report their behaviour to
the Police. It is my belief that in the context of this country they haveibeen more
"sinned against than sinners" themselves.l Yes, it is true that they steal, but the
amount of wealth stolen from them by the rich and powerful of this country is enormous
in oonparison. _Their behaviour is often negative destructive and violent but is the y
legacy of the destructiveness and violence which they have been the victins of at the
hands of the society in which they live; a society which treats then with contempt for
their lower status and denies them equal opportunities to develop their skills and their
creativity etc., and which then blames then for their "lack of skills". In this context,
the criminal Justice system is unjust and hypecritical. All of us steal and all of us
receive stolen anode} some of us millions of £‘ ‘worth. sfiost of this sort of stealing
1what's called business or trade) is legal. “(A?1otis still illegalsbut not bothered
with) So our Criainal‘Justice\systen does not put thejfiheen on trial for owning hundreds
of thousands of acres and numerous residehces,,whilst thousands arephoneless. Yet, this
issa theft in any moral sense of the word. fit doesn't ongthewhelelconcern itself with
‘middle-class'theft*7ofi#fiddlingfekpense forms, taking lodgers without declaring this
extra income, fiddling tax returns etc.. v if‘ y ;
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In the context, the arrest and trial of working grass people for these acts of theft and
vandalism is repression. The main purpose of the law is to uphold the status quo in
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