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anarch
To the tune of Only You QT,

Anarchy!
It 1s reallty
Anarchyó
Responslblllty
As we forward go
If fast or slow
No Godl No Master tool
Freedom s v1s1on true
And all through Anarchy

Hlerarchyl
lt wasn t meant to be
H1erarchy'
It s such pomposlty
A man 1n funny hats
óWho says Come Backl
And all h1s motley crew
Not for me or you
Thls old hlerarchy

Sung by
Monsignor Porca Madonna,
apostolzc delegate to the
gay community
(Written at the time ofthe utszt
ofPope John Paul II I995 )

-the

ometimes lôm patient
enough to take on some
socialist fuckwit in an argu-

ment. Sometimes I can bear with
the slow progress of enthusing
and exclaiming with someone
who is just beginning to notice
racism, sexism, oppression and
the antics of the military-aca-
demic-bureaucratic-patriarchal-
state complex; often l learn from
them. I have phases of being able
to hope for the possibility that hu-
man beings might relate without
the constraints of sexism and the
needless confusion and violence
that currently seems inevitable
due to the construction of our
gendered identities.

At the Anarchist conference l
was not in any of these moods.
Luckily I didnôt have to put up
with socialists, and I managed to
avoid wide eyed folk, although I
suspect they might have been re-
freshing. however basic and stu-
pid sexist, homophobic ignorance
and defensiveness was certainly
unavoidably around. Fuck itôs
boring and offensive. ltôs often
subtle, often unthinking and al-
ways contradicts what l feel are
the basic tenets of anarchism
which I'll talk more about later.

arllc 0

Whereas once lwould have unconditionally been crushed,
having my awakefulness slowly choked into dull rage by basic
stupidity and sexism, lately I raise my eyebrows and think
about something interesting. This is the luxury of having re-
covered somewhat from acute violence, of feeling involved
with a good community of activists and being tired from do-
ing what I feel is lots of useful work lately. Also I suppose l
donôt accept much from politically active/involved men any
more, especially with regard to concepts of gender thinking,
self reþexivity and just being prepared to shut the fuck up. l
know a few men who are interested in thinking about the
issues and the urgently relevant contributions feminists have
made to concepts of freedom, liberation, and sexuality, but
on the whole they are very very few and the level of com-
mitment to thinking about sexism, gender and sexuality is
still very disappointing.

My new absence of response surprised some of my friends
at the Anarchist Conference. They wondered about where
some of my politics had gone to I think. So did I. Perhaps the
friction between my outraged observations and my hope -
anger/impatience has been worn away into too many burn-
outs, too many sitting up all night trying to explain through
the barrage of defensive hijacks, of having to use horror -
describing rape, scenes from Bosnia etc - every day to make
people think.

Sounds a bit dramatic I suppose, but basically I couldnôt
really give a fuck if some wanker from Brisbane canôt per-
ceive what seems to be a very obvious continuum in vio-
lence or that some nationally despised loser is homophobic,
at the moment it's not in my job description to think that
these creatures are terribly important.

When the dog has got worms, lôm not going to try to get to
know a few of the wonns personally and talk them out of
their mission, lôm going to ýll the dog up with garlic.

I;_ -*_i



hg Feminism
is the Garlic of Anarchism

eminism, like anarchism has heaps of different strains
and ideas associated with it - there is nothing universal
or exclusively beautiful about feminism. when I say

feminism is the garlic of anarchism, I mean that a focus on
gender power sweeps through the historically gender blind
understanding of anarchism and brings a lot of questions about
sexuality and identity into the picture which has changed the
þavour of Anarchist notions of freedom and liberation.

Anarchists have always said, with varying degrees of co-
herency, that a lot more is a t stake in the ñrevolutionò other
than class and capitalism. anarchism has stretched current
ideas and has challenged what liberation and freedom could
really mean. when much of the political thinking around is
about preserving notions of ódemocracyô and óstandards of
livingô, Anarchists have constantly pointed out the ideas them-
selves are infused with and saturated in a certain viewpoint
of power. Anarcha feminists have also pointed out some of
the different regimes of gender conditioning that cage us in
entirely ñunnaturalò and twisted ways. The crux of the focus
of anarchism to me is that ideas that have been normalised
due to merciless reinforcement need to be interrogated for
their real origin.

Power is often intangible to those who wield it. It is only
by being forced to, or by talking with and noticing positions
that other people exist in, that the powerful will come to
understand their position. Feminists have also needed to be
forced to contemplate the power position from which they
speak, especially when the ideas that characterised main-
stream ñfeminismò were exposed to be very white, hetero-
sexual and academic for example. In no way are feminists
immune from power hang ups or defensiveness - that is not
what lam saying. The reactions that Anarchists have got over
time - from accusations of ódreamerô to the bullet, have mostly
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been borne fro a defensiveness to the truths Anarchists have
spoken when they have made it very clear who is wielding
power and who they are wielding it over, and precisely what
hey plan to do about it. Wit the way success and life itself is
deýned at the moment, some people have a lot to loose if
Anarchist principles are even contemplated let alone acted
upon so a lot of energy will be put into the eye roll, the ridi-
cule etc.

So here is the connection - When gender power is pointed
out, when the assumptions and blind spots of certain world
views that have been conditioned, reinforced and normal-
ised are pointed out, very very similar tactics are used to
ridicule and demonise feminists and people highlighting the
ways that sexual norms oppress. Sure, itôs really hard to main-
tain the mythical open mind and an eagerness to have a dig
and work out where you are coming from, but this one is
particularly dated. itôs basic because itôs so deeply and per-
sonally every present. there is nothing natural about the way
we are conditioned to be sexual beings. there is also a lot of
baggage to unpack and sort through, it effects us all every
day and the private and seemingly personal processes that
we go through do have a very clear power base. VI/ho ben-
eýts and how? It seems pretty clear that white able-bodied
heterosexuals have a pretty gross advantage. No one is ask-
ing for self þagellation or indiscriminate lip service to be paid.
Certainly reading books is not enough, but thinking and talk-
ing and being prepared to challenge yourself seems to be a
lot of what anarchism demands. What some of us are spe-
ciýcally NOT asking for is to be systematically ignored and
then told to shut up if we pipe up and say óHey, what
about ...... Hô

This was what was offensive about some of what hap-
pened at the conference. It was the way that challenges to
the discussion were reacted to. It made a lot of people feel
really shithouse not because anyone expected everybody to
be totally tuned into everybodyôs differences, it was that the
same old defensiveness tactics were rolled out and given
another unquestioned hearing that pissed some people off.
Many people will know that when you actually take your
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