
For the pest five years Walthomsstows only truiy irr-
dependeot newsletter has gone out free, consistently
reporting the news that other roedie won’l: cover:

» About ordinary people orgarxisirig and sticking do for
each other whether campaigning against dangerous
mobite phone masts, fighting the Wnioos Cross hospi-
tal cuts, worlters organising for better conditions and
wages, strying to stop ooliticierss fi1Ei§£§flg war, or mak-
ing our streets safer to iilre in.

» Reporting and comrrneoting on how chaotic and de-
structive iii-e is under a caoi"tolist system -- where big
business and ooriiticierrs pot orofilt before oeo-ole, and
showing how this rips off local oeooie

» Exposing the ohiiooderiiaig, triciirs and dowrlright lies
of Woltham Forest couocilliorss and other politicians.

» Posing. e practical, creative, organijsed, tried and
tested alternative of running our world, that outs or-»
dinary people in scontroi, and makes politicians and
bosses redundant.

» Showing how anarchism starts with looking after
each other and oroiriding a. practicsi, commuoiitys
based way of changing and irnoroving our society now,
that anybody can get irwolved with.

But we have a problem. At the moment, The Underdog
is seen lay a lot of people as something “other people
do” and for everyosne eise to read. This sort of contra“
diiC11S what we are trying to do. What we would like is
to build on what we hoves,. and make The Underdog a
real community resource that is part of peoples day
to day lives, and that everyone can have a part in.

—— 

Sticking together

Ordinary oeopie often get together to change something
‘like storming o dangerous phone most from. going up,
or saving your aiiotrneots from being termoced~ (Yes,
thatis happening in this Borough as we speaki}. They
start. iieely, creative and motivated lcernpoigm, with
lots oi id-eels. Then before you know it, this campaign
you and your mates thought you had coetrrol ore-r, and e
say" in, is hijacked, compromised, oureacrotised, stified
or jest co-opted by Q-Q1§tiCia¥"i$-. Add in no time, you’ve
lost sigtlt of whet you origineity wanted?!

Weird iike to help break ?..l'll’Qi.l<gl'i= this cycie, so that those
of us who do get o glimpse of reel commonity-cootrolied
direct action (not the oreterzd Sififff groo see at Cfiiiiffifir
nity coaoocii meetings} are strong enough to keep control
of it. Weid iike to use The i-UfiCl5=EI'€iQg to help create a
situatiorl where people who are organising themselves,
outside oi the constrains of political parties, can start
to work together, and build on each others‘ erxperierw
es. ildeaily, we‘d iiize to be part of a situation where
people eventually come together to form a network of
grassroots!-eased, l.ocol grouos firstly to defend our com-—
rounities, but also to begin to create reel social change
that would benefit everyone.

it you would like to talk rnore about the issues we cover‘,
and were to come eloog for a chat, what have you got
to lose? There wiii books, fI}&m§|3l'3iE1S-Eiifi-d a -chance to
talk to us and other people about how we can all make
things better together; and we’ll give a short talk on
why we do whet we do and a chance for everyone to
have their say about it. And thereis tea and biscuits.
And tinere’s no pressure - ere’ re not a pushy political
party or s. fundamentalist. rel.igioos group ustlocal
people who went to build la better world. And you never
know you might feel like getting involved.

The Underdog Annual Event - lt’s all about YOU
Saturday 2 June 2007, 2-5pm, Quaker Meeting House

Stails, books, refreshments, chat
‘IA Jewel Road (off Hoe Street)

For more information, contact the Waltharnstow Anarchist Group
P0 Box 49592, London E17 SWZ, Teiephone: W910 393. Z84

Email: wiag..waltl'iamstow@yahoo.co.uk, Web: Wm.walthamstowanarchy.org.uk
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Much has been written in recent weeks about cuts to the
Wil.liarn Morris Gaillery and the Vestry House Museum; so
what can The Underdog say th;al’s any different to other
repor'ts.

Firstly letis be clear that central Government funding to
LBW!-" has been cut..There is no doubt that Government
money is less because they in their wisdom need to pay for
the war in Iraq, the replacement of Trident missiles and
the Olympics in 2012. The council has statutory iobligations
- education, social services and the like that arerft cut dras-
tically, but as the council has agreed not to raise Council
Tax by more than 2.5% for three years other non-essential
services. face swirlgeing financial. cuts. The original proposals
for cuts in opening hours at the Gallery and Museum meant
a much higher percentage cut than elsewhere.

Currently the Gallery and Museum are open Monday to Fri-
day and the first Sunday of every month. Without any con-
sultation with the staff or the public, the original proposal
was to only open at the weekends. After protest from the
public and the Friends of the Gallery, the council rethought
and came back with revised opening hours of Thursdiay to
Sunday with extra days in the school holidays.
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The Underdog has highlighted the rigmarole with the arcade
site and the promised Arts Centre in recent issues. Waltham
Forest is the only borough in London without a cinema. As a
borough we could be without any cultural centres for resi-
derlts. Stop this happening. There is an online petition to
sign and comment at www.petitiononlinecornlsavewrog.
Also there will be a march on Saturday May 5th at noon from
the Vestry House Museum to Walthamstow Town Square.

Once we save the Gallery and Museum this year, because
of the councilis agreed cap on Council Tax rises, this could
be an ongoing fight every year. One soiution would be to
transfer the management of the Gallery to the Victoria and
Albert Museum, like the Museum of Childhood in Bethnal
Green. This would save the expertise of the staff by preserv-
ing their jobs and save the collection for Waltham Forest
residents and visitors.
What do you think? Contact us on 07910 393284 or
wag.waltharnstow@yahoo.c-o.uk



People power defeats Olympic land grab of Lyton’s Hosital ¢l°5|-"'9
Marsh Lane Fields
I vlaruary brought the first bloody nose for the Loodoii fievelopmeot
/\l1[(""l'lCY LLDA} *-who are currently carving up and grabbing green
space from local people liaise t.here’$ F101 ifiilififlfiw. W make Filflm
for the Olympics. But their attempt to grain oiie of the few peace-
ful, green gpa-{:55 in Leytoo, Wéifi ‘l7_i.l&l"l"l€?d do-wo £-3.f{.t3-i’ lO{Z»3l people,
and the Lammas Lands fieience Committee, mounted a successful
¢.:11np;-,ig.a to persuacle Walt_ham Forest (Ioonci l to reject. it... The LDA
was app-lyliflzg for planning oerroissioo for E1llfJl€.l"lisEFllS1€3fi M.a.rsh Laiie
l- ir-lds where they wants to relocate the ezcistiog Manor Gardens al-
lOlm£—iI:"*.tS-,. correrely located withiii the PEFQDIBSEQ Qlimillli Pefk»

local residents were allowed three mioot@5 W issue *5-hell’ 5559-
‘I hey talked passionately against the loss of their open space,
which they describe as a piece of the countryside in l..ooo}on. Tl-’i€
LDA was less coiwinciog, when they tried to sell lZ?l'l€? loss of this
open space on tiie back of the supposed advantages of the -Glyni-
pics in general.

Users of the eztistirig Manor Gardens fillll)-lI'l'iEtl'lllS - which is hang in
the middle of the proposed Cilyoioic iitarl-4,. do not want to leave
their site. It is a beautiful place with a real sense of l.T.l{3l'l'i¥‘l'l%l.2l'l‘llIy‘.
They have been camoaigzoing and organising to save their land.

Years of history lost. for a couple of weeks .advert.isiog
Much of the land tiie tea wishe"s to secure for the Qlyemoiscs has a
rlicl". history. Manolr C1a.i‘del'1$ was given is resist ‘~"illie"i. a fr‘iea<i of
Winrglg-{in £im;~ghi;ll_, ta he :_j:31§_-jqjj “iii perpetuity” as gardens by local
people. Tlie Gardens.’ proposed i'E.'l£?CEl.lIl{3i'i site at i.-iarsh Lane Fields
is what is known as Lammlas Land, and is in et.heor;.r protected as
metropolitan open space.
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sewing the Gl3oiip'lcs are likely to face legal c'i"lalleoges doe to this
status.

Within and sorrouiidiog the oropose.d Glymoic park. are many: areas
that have been off lZl'l*2 deI1*elopers’i iadar and iliase cooseqliently
grown organliccallyl to develop their own flavour and authenticity. An
autl1lentic"ity i'arel3»' fourid in Lorzldoe, tare places in i.Dl'l(.l§Ol'l ‘W.l.'iii5*l’E
money doe-so’t have to be spent fol" recreation, their character
is not contrived or there for ariy=orae’s profit. S{}iTl=E‘l‘lGW' romantic
places where oeoiple graze horses, dig their veg, or just Iliaog out
and claat over roasting cliestnuts. Coosequetritily marl}; <£§ElIE‘.'i'i"l"lli"l€3=£ll
campaigns led by local people are springing up to save places oo-
der threat from wiiat many see the D*isne};fic.atioo proposed by Ol-
~;moic. planners. l-low the squeaky clean Glympic brand identity
caii sit witli the autlieotlc"ity of the 6"21=Il’51lLll’ll_é,‘ area is an interesting
question.

After this small but important victory Waltham Forest‘s sdeoating
Cl"l&l'l‘ll3E‘l echoed with the sound of cheeiing oi locals people. How-
ever as Rosemary Johnson, who gave evidence against the pro-
posal, says “the l.£3A will be bacla” Slieis rightr. Tiie'y’ve mounted
an appeal, which will be l"l€'fii'Cl in Joly - and so tlie battle for Manor
G3i'{l€llS.Al.l>D{iTl=?ill;S sod MEN'S-ll Lane Fields is fair" froro over. lt is
however a least a serious delay for the LEA who are under enor-
mous pressure as the clock ticks relentlessly towards 20ll2. lot is
one of the main battles tliie LDA will face, witii I"l'l£fli'i.}_,;‘ who remain
uaoimwessed by the Olymp'ics.

lt’s been done before
llefeoce of the land erupted loo August 1, i892 when 2,960 men,
women and child:'eo gatliered to defend tile eiicrooaclmierzt on the
area by a railway line. The tracks were torn op and in the resulting
melee two local councillors were arrested by the police - obviously
local icouocillors then were made of sterner stuff than todays pa-
thetic breed?

For further oackgroonld "irifoimation read the following article on
the Games Monitor site:
http: 1‘ Iwww. g€i.fllE“$l'fi{}i?il'l£(3§!'. org. l.ll€!' iiode 1’ lo?
More information on the campaign to protect Manor Garden Allot-
ments can be accessed at www.iifeisland.org

2.
§1.§-¥*lZi§l3$'T§} fill?

“l-le:e’s the plans flit East London so far:

Firstly, we’ll evict hundreds of fiast condooers from illfili’ allotments -- they re cl-early ll’!
the way. l\le-x.t., we’ll tarmac over l-lac.l<oe3.' maishes wliere iillziidreds local oe-oole play
football, and tom it into an Olyiopiic, world-cliass cat [J?1l"l»( for the rich.

To complete the or~oj-ect we’ll raid £190 mililioo from Sport Aid, wlflicli l==.sids local, com-
munity-based sports oroiects, forcing them all to close down.

Wiwat oeoole doo’t ooderstaod, you know, is that. come 2e12, woe-ii me and my select
1 §i'f.ii.i?§J of distiog%o"isi1ed friends - Eerloscooi, Putin, Richard Eiraosoo - come to watch the
Olympics. we don”: want to be catching sight of any of those dirty, s1'a.ell§;, w-orising class
olks that hang i3l'i';=lIl'l{l the East End . "

-1- ._. -1-.'*1- _;_._ 1.._,.-‘- .I._ >

Witla the protests about the oossilnlee closure of Whlil3QS Cross
hospital, the closure oi another liospital has been owes"
lool-ted. l\lorth East l_oridon Mental Health Trust {l\lEi_Mi-ii;
is doe to shut Stonelea acute mental health unit in Ley
tonstone, meaning the most deprived areas of thee l3-(3:l'£I’vLlgl"l.
Canoe Hall and Catliall will be without acute mental health
care, leaving ;‘§Z3Ei.lI.'lEi.'llS and famlillies a longer and more. dif
ficult iouroey to l~laseoeiry Court in iligliams Park.

The closures of the Victorian Asylums such as Clayoury in
198%» was supoosecl to out mental health care irito the coro-
muoiey. In 1986 there were Z9 beds at Stoxielea, 41 beds at
Naseberry plus the Eastem Forest Unit at tlfioodroayes. Cur-
rently there are lo beds at Stooelea, 39 beds at iilaseoerery
only and occasionally patients are sent to otlzer parts of
l~lEl_ll.'ll~lT.

The plan is to close Sl'.lI.lil“l€-‘l('?& and transfer ii beds to lease-
berry. losing 5 beds. NELMHT says there will be concentra-
tion of facilities and stall‘ skills mix, including psychological
services input at Nlaseberw Court. Qoviooesly the reduction
of l:-led oomtaers is achieved by much shorter stays for pa-
tients, not always la good thing.

This coo-ld be an interim measure with services moving to
Wliioos Ctoss if the hospital survives the Fit for the Future
£I€3¥lSUl'léil.l={}ll lo October; lo tile long term sewicees could move
once again to one site fol" the Wllfll-E of NEl_Ml~iT at Chapters
House in Gooclmayes. lo lother words instead of moving pa-
tients into the cornmuoioty, patients fr’om three old Asylums
- Clagouiy, Goodmayes and Warley could all end op on one
site G-OO(1l.'fl”lEi§,f€?S, meaning more triavellliog for family and
visitors and llliililiflg ohased disci1ar'ge more difficult.

Oh and by the way, Stonelea has only just been extensively
reforbislied and they wonder wily the Nil-IS is short of money.

--.-.._-..--1-1111111—1—1—1-—1r1-1.1-1-1|--1|-y-1

CAUGHT SHORT
We hear that Waltham Forest will be shutting all its public
toilets on the ardvice of the police to stop anti-social behavi-
iouzf. The alternative apparently is to pay shopkeepers £500
a year to allow the public to use their toilets. In order to
make this. work an awful lot of £5005 would have to be paid
ou 1 .1
Surely this money would he better spent on employing toilet
atteradarits to keep the toilets clean and stop the anti-social
behaviour.
What do you thinlt?
0'?91O 393234 or wag.walti'1amstow@ya.hoIo.c.o.uk



May Day -- lt’s an anarchist thing
Police brutality, 'fI"£ill'lE-l.lfiS, agent prosrocateuzrs paid by the
starve to discredit cooirauoitilels or politiclal rrrorerrreots as
‘r‘ter*rorists”..... We only have so look at the first May Day, arid
the struggle for arr leighehour vvorlring day 120 years ago~to
find pone of these thirrgs are new.

May Day became intesrrraftional Workesrs Day over a rceotury
ago when vror'k.ers in the Uniiltfid States were iiglrliirrg ior an 8
hour clay. They demanded that it start frorrr ist allay 1886. in
the months prior to this date worlrers in their ihousancis were
drawn into struggle for the shorter working day. Skilled arrcl
unskilled, black and white, men and women, native and iro-
migrant were all becorning iovroiivred. in Chicago alone 4tiU=,€l0l3
were out arr slriire. Wherr op May isl 1886, the “eight hour”
strikes lcorwulsed that city, a mass meeting was held by capo
members oi the ‘l-umber sizovers’ uriiorr who had corrre out.
These movements. were heavily irrfluenced by anarchist ideas
and roethods of organisation. The anarchist august Spies ad-
dressed this rneeting. which was attacked by the police killing
at least one sltrriker, seriously wourrded five or six others arid;
injured an iadeterminate number.

Protest

Spies arid other anarchists irornediately composed la circular
calling on the wori-:_er"s oi Chicago to attend a protest meeting
the following uigiflc. The meeting tool-r piace in the Haymarl-rel
Square arid wassaddressed by Spies and two other anarchists
active in the trade union mosremeot, Albert Parsons and Sara»
uel Fielden. i

Throughout the speechestbe crowd was orcierly. it was close
to ten in the evening when Fielden was closing the meeting.
Only, about 260 people reroa.ioed in the square. Suddsernly a
police column of 180 rnored in arldordered the people to clie-
perse immerdiately. A bomb was thrown irrio the ranks of the
police. It killed one and injured about ssevreuty others. The
police opened fire on the spectators. in all, sever: policemen
and at least. four workers were killed in the riot, howevrer the
exact number of those wounded or killed by the police bui-
lels was never ascertained.

Trial  

Eventually eight men stood trial for being “accesrsories to
murder”. They were Spies, Fielderr, Parsons and five other
anarchists who were influential in the labour moveruerrt. The
caodidates for the jury were not chosen lo the usual marr-
ner of =d:rawing names from a box. The eventual composition

of the jury was farcical;
being oracle up of bus*i-
rressmen, their clerks
and a relative of one
of the dead policemen.
No proof was offered by
true statle that any of the
eight rrierr before the
court hacl thrown the

"'i!~:-

bomb, had been coo "
nectecl with its ti‘: rowing,
or had even approved
of such acts. in fact,
only three of the eight
had been in i-iagrraarket
Square that evening.

¢"H'i""""""'IinTMIi

That the eight were -on
trial for rheir anarchist
beliefs and trade uirriors, ascstivities was made clear from the
outset. On August. 19th seven of the defendants were sen-
tenced to ciealh, and rleebe to 15 years in prison. After a
massive iateroariona.l campaign for their release, the state
‘compsromirsed’ and commuted tire sentences of Schwab and
Fielder: to life imprisonment. Liogg cheated the haogmarr by
corrrrniltirig suicide in his cell the day before the e>rec;utions.
On Novlernber iitii 188? iiarsohs, Engel, Spies and Fischer
were hlarrged. 606,000 working class people turned out for
their funeral. The campaign to free Heeb-e, Schwabs and
Fielclen continued. Uh Jurle Zotih 1893 Governor allgeld set.
tiwern free.

The end?

The arrthorities had believed at the time of the trial that such
persecution would break the back of the eight-hour move“
roent. Indeed, evidence later came to light that the bomb
may have been thrown. by an agent working for the Police, as
part of a conspiracy involving certain steel bosses to discredit
the labour movement. When Spies adlderessed the court alter
he had been sentenced to die, he was confident that this
conspiracy would not succeed:
“if you think that by hanging us you can stamp out the labour
fi”iOV8iflE§fil....lh€ morerae-at irom which the dowrrtro-dden mil-
lioos_. the millions who toil in misery arid want, expect salva-
tion ~= if this is your opinion, then hang us! Here you will tread
or: a spark, but there E-1l'iCl there, behirrd you ~ and in front of
you, and everywhere, flames blaze up. it is a subterranean
fire. You cannot put it out.”

_ _ . _ _ ____i_i. 

What anarchists think - Sexism
Sexism rrlearrs any form of prejudice arid discrimination on
the basis of lserr... Se>risrr'r exists in all societies regar"d§les.s oi
whether the equality of sexes is declared by the constitu—
lion or riot. There are societies that are quite openly sexist,
where 'W'iZ1iTl€?l’i are denied access to public life, polhics and
.som;etirnes even educlatiori.

l5a~dsly lhere are still couou*iles where dangerous ritlrals slrch
as ferriale circurrlcisiori or genital. routilatiioo are practised
becauses of tradition arad fundamental religiorr arid others
where womeri are cieoierl access to coritracespliorr arid abor-
tion. But sexism doesfrft only lake such obvious forms and
affects both SiE3‘3(E."S, not just vvornerr. The sexisro that most oi
us rrotice sir: our every day lires is based on p~r‘eiudice about
ascribed gender roles The discrirnirration can also come
from rhe society/is irrstirulioos {e.g. courts deny the rights of
fathers to look aiter their lricis in case of divorce}. ~

But ii we looir. further behind the obvious we realise that this
is only a par"t of the whole problesro and that sexisrn is one of
the basis the capitalist society stands on. As anarchists, we
believe that it is women who are especially oppressed as a
sex llrrey face oppressiosn as wornen as well as due to the"lr"
class position} although it Clr'JESl’i"lI. necessarily mean that it
is men vrho benefit from this oppression.

.anarchist.ss believe that women’: oppression is in the diirrect
interests of capitalism and the State.

Werner: are potentially more -€J(iZ.l=El“l$i‘~/E’ vrorheris than men;
because they can demoed maternity leave arid benefits, the
bosses meet this problerrr by hiring iworneo as part—time and
casual staff. In these ways, the bosses use vromerfs opp-res»
siorr lo create a cheap, rigrat-less workforce that receives no
oorrrwlage l:>errefits. By giving woroen the worst work, with
low job security, the bo.sses create a flexible workforcer that
they can hire and fire at will. By paying women lower "wages
than men the bosses are able to increase their overall pr'of--
its. Because women often have rio real job security they ciao
be firecl when they fall pregnant, meaning the bosses do not
have to pay e.>rrra benefits or rrialerrrily leave.

Womierfs unpaid work in the household supplies the bosses
with the riext generation of worlcers at rro extr"a cost, as

I
I‘

wornen are doing the coolrinlg, Cl.E'5li"i'ii"iag and child rearing for
free. They also take care of the sick E-3,l'id the elderly in the
same way. The bosses used to say that womenis low wages
are justified because men are the ‘ibreadwinnersi’ in the
family {altholrgh just the fact that all this it is illegal now
doesnit mean that the t.hiol<.ing of the bosses changed with
the law}. But most working-class womer: do the housework
as well as join the workforce. In this way, they work a ‘idou-
ole shift" at great personal cost.

Womerfs oppresisioo and the sexist ideas th.a.t try to “jus-
tify” it divide the working class and the poor. By using the
threat of replacement by cheap women workersg, the bosses
are able to undermine the condittioos of male workers, and
thus reduce the overall wage bill. By promoting hostility be-
tween men and women, the bosses and rulers weaken worie
ers’ organisation and resistance. This increases the power
of the ruling class.

This means that it is only the class struggle that can ulti-
rnately defeat sexism. It is not rnulti-class “women’s move-
ments”. although the class struggle against capitalism and
the Stat.e is in lhe ir:ter'eisl.s of all working class and poor
people in any case {these systems exploit, imp-overish,
dominate and humiliate them}, women have an additional
reason to fight this battle: capitalism and rhe Stal.e’s usual
oppressiorrs are cornpounded by the special oppression of
wornen that these systerrrs inevitably produce. s

We lIi'll_lS disagiree with those feminists who think that all you
have to do is for women to become bosses and politicians to
achieve equlality. We want to destroy the existing structures
of domination and e-xploitatisorr. The struggle for womerfs
liberation is the struggle against. caipitalism and theistate.
and it is both a struggle against sexist iristitlltipris {like capi-
talism} and sezdst ideas {as 'ii’il€3-i'i'l&ll"S€’€i or accepted by both
men and women}; both are essential to the success of the
i’E?‘vl3ll.ll.iOl'i and the realisatiorr of its full potential.



CP legalised robbery
They nick your car, and then ask for a ransom. Then they double the price
if you car|’t get the money together straight away.
it’s the billion-dollar rip-off NCP - and they’re working for the Council

The activities of Waltharn Forests “par?-<iog attendants” con-
tinue to be a daily rerninder to local people of what a crazy
system we live ira. While II..Ol.li'lCill-0?!'S tell os they have to cut
our service-s, thegrire still happy to pay mitiliohs to MP, a
profit-making crompany that, on a daiiy has-is, puts hundreds
of workers on our streets to harass and extort mooey from
us, or worse, ?i‘liCi'i a car off anyone trying to park around the
Borough.

£t’s now perfectly clear that the role of “parking at;terld-
ants” has nothing to do with road safety or easing trafric
flow. It's sirrrply an urrasharned scam by the Council to rip us
off for every last peony. Just watch an “&tlZ.Ei‘ldB,.l"li”' at work;
if there ’s a car parired in a dodgy place, causing an obstruc-
tion, instead of having a quiet word with whoever’s at faolt,
ands getting them to move on, theyiil slap a tricket on when
they think they can get away with it. Then {§i“lE’l'-9,5 either an
aggrerssi*re and ugly row - often irnvoiviog racist abuse-» then
la few minutes later, the whole street literaily comes to a
halt, while a crowd forms and some poor sodis car is nicired
by the recovery lorry rmdi taker: away. The shocking reaiity
is that Councillors have sat down and deliberlately plarroed
and created this daily situation within our community - ei-
ther out of stupidity or greed ~ by forcing the attendarsts
to work, for cornmissiorl, therefore taking away any control
they have to use their discretion and common sense.

Give the HCP an ASBO

So whats the answer? For a start, we're not going to get
anywhere if we take it out on the individual workers who
are desperate enough to "find thernselves in this job. Many of
us are desperate for work, and end up doing stuff we don’t
want to do, with bosses who bully us into stressful danger-
ous conditions. Waltham Forest bosses and their friends at
the NICP are no different with their divide and rule bullying
tactics. By introducing a profit rnotiee, and making work-
ers’ pay reliant on boo-king an impossible amount of people
for offences than is physically possible, they have created
la dangerous and anti-social situation do our streets. if any

other group of people sseht round systematically causing
distress, anger and chaos arolmd the Borough, through lZJt.l-l-
tying and extorrtioo, thegfd have an A580 slapped on them.
Bot oecause it’s about ripping us off, they let it go.

The only way we can hope to cot across this is for traffic
"wardens to collectirreiy organise, with the support of the
rest of the Icommoeiw. ltis in all our interests that traffic
wardens hoarse a decent wage, Etiitii don’t have the pressure of
commiss-tor: over them. Then they'll be ahle to do an honest
job, based on looi<.ing after traffic safety -without harassing
people, and everybodyr wooid be happy. Yes, bosses at the
NCP wosrft he ahle to have that extra hoiidray in the son, and
our coohciliors will have to took elsewhere for their roassi»*e
hike in expense allowances, bot ARE WE BG‘v"~/ERED?

Fighting, back

In Feébrllaw, parking attendants and traffic warderas in Eri-
field took their fourth day of strike action to demarid: t.hat
their employer, i\iCP, recognises the onion. Over 80% of the
workforces, mainly composed of African migrant worrkers,
are io the GMB urzion, and on an 85% tlrrn out they voted
ilifli-ii for strike action; after HCP refused them recognition
and suspended their union rep.

Astrikirig pa.ri<irig att.endant said “We should be treated well,
but when we get injured in the street weire not catered for.
if were not hack to worir straight away I.l'l-85? threaten dis-
rnissai. These things haverft just happened to me, out to ail
oi us. The tzosses have no respect for us.”

“Our bonus is paid quarterly, based on a ticket courzt. At
ifiarn every morning and -4pm every aft.~erno-on they phone
op to check ticket c-omits. There is immense pressure if the
bosses dorrt. '[.i'l'l!'ik there are enough tickets issued. They
think if we don“; get the right dumber according to the per-
formance indict-ors th-er: there ‘s something wrong, they just
want the tickets issued reg-ardiess."

So, we ha‘-re the obscenity of thee roulti-millionaire l\iCP boss-
es raking in millions from this chaos, as their mainly migrant
workforce in Enfield are forced to lose pay by going on strike
to get their union the rright to negotiate their pay and con-
ditions and to end the bullying, harassment, vioieace and
chaos that their bosses have created in the first ptace.

All the individual moaning, appealing, and abusing individu-
al staff will not put rightin the long term: Wh-at’s important
is directing our anger at the bosses and politicians who have
created this, and ssopporting strikes like the one in Eflfifildi-.
The hope is that we can create a situation in Waltham For-
est where our own traffic wardens are confident enough
that they have our support, that they will start standing up
for not jost therns-elves, but for alt of us. And that the com-
munity is behind them. That really is the only way we are
going to get this mess changed.

Newtraffic cameras  
.__ II

if you drive in Walrthamstow and surroundings you may have
already noticed. Driving down the Lea Bridge Road there is a
new installed post with a small, cote yeliow box. on the top.
‘rest, it’s as new traffic camera I  

This wouidrft be ariytihirig special but this orze cleariy looks
differerrti. it is a new generatcisoo of speed carnseras aimed to
squeeze ever: more moneys out of the rriotorists.

The main difierencie from the common, older generation
of cameras {called C-Iatso} is that with
Gats-o it was a lottery as to whether you
wooid receive a Ni? after having been
flashed (because they use film that can
run out}. These cameras store all the
information digitally in corrtrol box dear
the carhera until they get downloaded. I
it is also clear that soon there are going ;
to be {if there already arerft) cameras I
that can trarasrnit all the images via an
ADSL {broadband} link straight to the
Metropolitan Police office.

The other difference also seems to he  
that the new cameras have the trigger
speed rrloch lower {approx + ifiié + 2
mph) comparing to the corwentionai
cameras {e.g. about 45 mph in a 30
mph iirnit).

Whipps Cross hospital crisis:

We would aiso like to point out that we didn't. approwz reck-
less arid dangerous driving at any time. Some oi our mero-
bers have been involved in the traffic calming -campaigns.
such as "Streets for living. On the other hand speed carneras
are used only because they generate massive profit. lt’s
been proven that they don-‘it lower the oomoer of accidents
nor the deaths on the road.

So, rnortorists be aware and also take into consideration pub-
lit: trarlsport prior to the joorneyii
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WAG demo says “Beds for Whipps not bombs for Blair”

After the successfui mass dernonstration in support of Whipps
hospital in iietsruary, Walthamstow Anarchist Group followed-
up the week after, by protesting next door to the hospital at
the Walthamstow’s Territorial Array Barracks.
The protest highlighted the rraascsiwre amounts of money spent
oh war, as agairrst the C.l'li'Oi'll§C shortage of money for the til-15;.
During the protest, as human banner message was held up out-
side the base spellirigr“8eds for Whipps not Hombs”. This co-
irrcided with local peoplle gredfiitirrg the barracks with a s'imilar
siogah (See photo} I
Leaflets dist.r'ihul;eti pt)irrl:-ed out that last May, the iiifll to tax
payers for the war in iraq was £2_.?5hn. This some arrlooot
could, for instance, havezr i

~ Paid for over three million heart hyp-ass operations,
- Trained over 7U,.r{}'Dli nurses, or '
- Met the salaries of -1 54,080 new nurses.

A spokesperson for the Group said:
“If we want to save hospitals like Whipps, we have to recognise
that the mosey is heiog wasted elsewhere. The money spent
by the Government on weapons of mass destruction should he
spent or: hospitals like Whipps Cross, which is just next door to
the army barracks. it is an affront for politicians to continue to
come ram our community to €?l'lC_£lLll‘Elg~E> storing people to fight
and krill or he killesci by others people just like us afrormd the
world, just lsecaosse politicians waist to save tiheirr careers.”

Mseanwhileg, Waithamstow Anarchist Grot:p’s campaigr: to per-
suade young people not to make themselves willing -Ciififififi fod-
der for the armed services continues. Copies of our leaflet “So
you want to joio opi”, aimed at recruits, are available from us on
request, for disrtrilsution in Youth Centres, careers fayres etc.


