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The ABCs of Class Struggle

Not with a bang or a whlmper but with a press
conference. After many months of speculation about
how the Ontario labour movement would continue
the fight against Tory Premier Mike Harris and his
Progressive Conservative government, the Ontario
Federation of Labour (OFL) finally announced its
fall strategy. Contrary to a resolution passed at 1ts
convention last year calling for a general strike to
bring down the Harris government, the OFL
announced it would do... nothing. Perhaps, not
strictly nothing, but the closest thing to doing
nothing. It would, ho hum, mount an offensive to
defeat the Tory. Premier at the ballot box, thus
admitting it was unable or unwilling to defeat Harris
through other measures. A far cry from the militant

rhetoric labour leaders spouted at the eleven “Days

of Action” across Ontario over the past two and-a
half years.

- Although, the announcement was greeted
with groans of disbelief, few could really have been
surprised by the turn of events. Throughout the
course of the “Days of Action” the ranks grew fewer
and the speechces less angry. At the fourth such rally,
in Peterborough in 1996, then-OFL leader Gord

Wilson loudly proclaimed that if necessary,

everything up to and including a general strike to
defeat Harris. In reality this meant everything
possible would be done to avoid a general strike. In
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which drew the ire of labour and sohdanty activists
for its decision to. break collective agreements with
public servants, was banished from the platform. But
recently the party had begun to re-appear. Indeed,
sections of the labour leadership wanted then there
from the beginning.

In St. Catharines on May 1* 1998, the NDP
was front and centre. Moreover it was now openly
acknowledged that the strategy was the ballot box.
CUPE leader Sid Ryan, who often uses in radical

‘language, now spoke of the need to defeat Harris at

the ballot box. In other words vote NDP. Reportedly
the decision not to stage actions in the Fall, was
unopposed within the OFL leadership. .

0y

- the earliest Days of Actlon the New Democratic
~Party, (NDP) the previous Ontario government,_ |

But is it really such a surpnse'? The trade

union movement is often criticized by leftists for not
being revolutionary. The criticism is misplaced. The
OFL and similar bodies do not claim to be
revolutionary. There stated aim is to provide for the
well being of their membership. Collective
bargaining often involves class struggle tactics, such
as strikes and factory occupations but it need not

necessarily do so. |

A second misconception which must be dealt
with is the idea that this leadership 1s holding back
workers and without the labour lieutenants of
capital Harris would have been defeated. Thé ‘fact
remains that many Ontario workers support Harris
provincially and vote for the Reform Party Federally

In the months that come it will necessary to
re-examine some of the myths that surround the
labour movement and the working class in Ontario
and elsewhere. Only by facing reality squarely in the
face will we be able to move forward.
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block again. The same settlements bought GM what

its chief 1 negptla} r called “significant productiyity
improvements.” Nonetheless, these * productivity

improvements” impressed neither Wall St nor auto

industry analysts who continue to insist that GM
from M,I_JAW in order to

American Operations (cxc\iudi gM
employment levels co "-'mue to /n E).

& vi
e we have just

watched history repeat 1t$81"In Fébruary 1996 GM
endured a crippling seventeen day UAW strike at its
opcratlons in Dayton Oth and ended u Lp w1th a
settlement it-could-have.achieved atthebeginning of
that strike. GM has just. endulfed a ‘ﬁc‘@yg’tprecrday
strike and ended;up with a’ sct;lcmcqt itcould have
reached earlyin the;i,; 4.z - i s

dispute. And.oncg again, ;be UAW resglvcd agxt to
nothing other than a; few, local issues; Thys 45 the
case because these strikes.did next to nothing to;halt
or.even deter (GM's drive to outsource and dqwn51ze

that led to them in the first place. Indeed, GM can
be expected.to.accelerate 1ts Qiggh;émencan-mde

efforts to outsourcc and downsize in order to recover °

the losses it has suffered and still achieve its long
term goal of being as lean and competitive as any of
its competitors. '
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Continued confrontation and conflicts are
inévitabléranléss’ the TAWOS preparedito completely
acquissteand watclsits membership base:in the-auto.

industry .- continue to. shrink. - Continued
cohfrontationi’ anduoonflict between GM ahids the
UAW are certain for @iiévepy compelling reason:
TheUKW s an industrialunion thist wasiborn in the
context of the emergerice1of thé’ mass production
sySterfi iicreated by Henry “Ford: »Ther BAW'S
developiient; itsistracture andg mast importantly, its
collectiveagreements wereacéotdingly, tailored to
thésmiass productivnsystem: Butthe simple fact!of
thermatter rsdhat/the mdss ‘productionssystem has
become effectively obsoiete. /It as béen.completely:
superceded by thé worldwide implementationiofithe
lean systemof productionoand thes emergence of
even' oretominious: phénomenanoliker cAgiles
Manufagturing and fgnacio:Lopeéz's:Factory of the:
Futture ?where outside:contractors tocate.on thesame
sitefwherethe final assembly of'vehicles takes place:.

o :GMihas:gbandened ‘the. mass System::zof
production and«s conimitted'to becoming a léanand
even -2n agile corporation. That is why GM
incé$santby!’ demands~more: and more. operationak
flexibilityrandi i“productdity. improvements” from-
the IJAW: and expects the lethal contract concessions
which make these things possible. And that is:why
GM's ¢ drive to . Outsource’and downsize and
dramaticaily shrink qts: TWAW aworkforcewwill:not:
stop. Consequentby; the UAW must be preparedctdr
resinvent itself andrits apptoach o corporations like
GM:byfinding mnovative and timely ways to mmflict
real defeats on them within this new context.:df the:
UAW doesn't it will not sithply confinue to:be on4he
defensive. The UAW will be on’%fdezithsmarchz
Perhaps it alreadydsi 194919 <5 21 e od?
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This article by ongmally appeared in Lry}ng
Marxism vol. 4, no. 4 Aug st 193 "Kithough
appeared unmgﬁéd it was written by‘P mft}lck
LM was the journal pubhshed byI the US Groups of
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Ecotiomic and pohtrc%l changegmﬁ ceed With
bewildering rapldlty’ §1§ce € close of'th ‘éfwor d wﬁiﬂ?
The old conceptrons in the laboﬁr move’mFe t‘ha Ve
become faulty and _‘madxe vate and the wor‘kmg' a s(§
orgamzatlons present" a scene of mdeci'sroﬁﬁ ‘and

COIlfl.lSlOl‘l | dond —"-’;’ P v e 148 : ‘O ‘Ir S2T3!
In. vlew of ”t'he changmg é‘c‘oné’ﬁ%ﬁc’“aﬁd
pohtlcal sﬂuaﬁon it seems : that ’t’tho’rgugh
reapprals‘ement of the ‘task of the wor ~c SS
becomes neces'saryf in’ order to find the ?P s~ of
struggle and organization miost needful and e“ﬁ‘ecﬁv
The relation of “the party"’“ “Organrza}loh” or
anguard” to the masses plays a largc part_in
contemporary workmg class discussion. “’l"hat ‘the
1mportance and mdlspensablhty of the vanguard or
party is overemphasized in workmg class circles'is
not surprising, since the whole h1story and tradition
of the movement tends in that dlrectlon | {m‘ o
The labour movement today is’ the frmt of
economic and political developments that found’ first
expression in the Chartist movement in England
(1838 1848) the subséquent development of tr%gﬁ:
unions from the fifties onward, and in the Lasafléan
movement in Germany In the sixties. Corrcspondlng
to the degree of capltahs‘t development trade umons
and political parties deveIOped in the other countrles
of Europe and Amcrlca , .
The overthrow of feudallsm and the ﬁee’ds of
capltallst industry ' if themselves necessrtated the
marshaling of the proletariat and the granting of

certain democratic privileges by the capitalists. The

13 "(
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latter‘had béen ”réorga‘.nrzmg socrety fri"l‘i’ﬂé ‘Wwith
el Heeds. The'polifical Structire'f féidalisin vias
répjacdéd * by . c Pitafist ‘parfiathiehitarianish’ “The
éap sitalist'st g the instrument for administering the
j&flt%l’(f? f e ce{pltallst cl’a’ss %aé ‘established
and adJusted to‘theneeds of the new ThigE 10U
"“"The’ “Bothersome " proléfdriat” * whose
assistarice’” "a’ga‘ Tinst t'he fetidal“ forées’ had “een
HecessHy “How Had 1o Bt Y8 lfonetd”w{tlr Onie”’
called into action it'cotifd riot be entirély emlnatéd 2
as a otitical fa‘cmr‘ But ﬁ"‘could be Ccoordrnated
And 3‘th‘r Wasg ‘lfohe = partly’ "‘coﬁ 1611y with
cuﬁhlﬁré% }? ‘the Very dynarnrcs of
dapﬁalist ec‘Onomy - a’s the wor’klﬁg class adj uSted
1t§el‘l§5ffd“su6fﬁf ed to the new order. lt"'orgamzed
uruon%’\VhSSé lrm‘ltétl b’m ectives (bettér Wagés and
Qoﬁdnlonsi “éould" be"re‘aliied in"an eXpand‘lr?g
caprtahst economy It play‘ed the game of capltalrst‘“
pollt1cs within the capitahst state (the pracﬁces and
forthis of which” wefte" détermined primarily by
capitalist needs) “and” Within" these """ |
achlevéd apparent successés’ o
But thereby the proletanat adopted capltahst
forms of oféaﬁmatlon atid chpitalist idéologies. The
pahles of the workers, like those of the capitalists
becamé limited corporatrons thé elémental needs
of thé class were subor‘di ﬁted to political
Ve were
dlsplaced by horse-tradmg and mampulatlons for
political positions. The party became all-important,
its immediate objectives superseded those of the
class. Where revolutionary situations set into
motion the class, whose tendéncy is to fi gfltJ for the
realization of the revolutionary objettive; the
parties of the workers reprcsented” the v&ojrkmg'_:
class and were themselves represented” by

parliamentarians whose very position in parllament
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constituted resignation to their status as bargainers
within a capitalist. order'whose supremacy was no
longer challenged"?ji‘*& il i i i U

The general coordmatlon of workers
organizations to caprtahsm saw. the adoption of the
same specialization in anion and- jarty-activities that
challenged the hierarchy of industries. Managers,
superintendent and foremep, Saw, thelrﬁ ounterparts in
presidents, - organizers, anci;_ secretaries Qf ,'abour

organizatiops, . Boards. . of . dirgctors, . executive

committees, etc. The mass of orgamzed workers Like

the mass of wage slavesla,,sustaﬁleﬁ the- ,work’ of

direction and contro 10 thelr betters b ikt
Thrs emasculatlon of wo,rker S. mrtratlves

B SRR

pr%gep € &raprdlyr as caprtahsm extendecg 5ts swa

‘s....a

Until th ehwor ‘war.pyt an end. to, fyther pgace
and “orderly”; caprtghst expansron Lk e e

8 Tbe,tnjsmgs A Russra H“Wgaﬁy m‘l QSQQ?IJX
found a TESHIBENGE O mass actron and mltratryp ;l‘ hp
soclal _necessities compelled actl.on by the Inasﬁe&

.-t!

But the traditions, of the olgl labour lrnoverrxeqt in

o T AT Y

western Europe. anrl the econormc baickwardne,ss of

d.-J

eastem Europe frustrated fulﬁllment of labo,ur S
historic rmssron,”Weste,rn _Europe saw tl;re ; a)sses

R 2

defeated and the rise of fascrsna a la Mussohm and
Hrtler wh.rle Russra S. backward economy developed

commumsm m yvhlch thq drfferentlatlon
between class and vanguard the specrlalrzatron" of
functions and the reglm%nﬂ gon of laboyr reached Ats
highest point.

The leadershlp prrncrple, the rd oﬁ the
vanguard that must assume responsrbflrty for the
proletarian revolut),on 45 based on the. pre-war
conception of the lahour movement is unsound ‘The
tasks . of the,. rervolutrq” ary. and the 99mmumst
reorgamzatron of society cannot be reahzed without
the widest and fullest action of the masses
themselves Theirs is the task and the solution
thereof . ~

- {Ifl}e “declm,e of capitalist economy, the
progress)!ve para]ysrs the 1nstab111ty the mass
unemp)oyment the wage cuts and intensive
paupemzatlon of the workers - all of these compel
action, 1n, splte of fascism a la Hitler or the disguised

fascism of the AF of L.

R . 6 Sner 198

- The old organizations are either destroyed
or.voluntarily reduced. to.impotence. Real action
now is possible only outside the old organizations.
In Italy, Germany and Russia the. White and Red
fascisms have already destroyed all old
organizations and placed the workers directly
before the problem of finding the new forms of
struggle In England France and America the old
orgam%auons stﬂl maintain a degree of illusion
among ,worlgprs but tﬁerr successive surrender to
the forces of reactron 1s undermrn'ng them rapidly.

* “""The principles ‘of independent struggle,
solidarity and communism are being forced upon
them 1n, the a&tual class struggle, With this powerful

trgnds toward m'ass“consqlrdatlon and mass action

the theofy of regrouplng and” realrgmng the militant
0] gamzaitrons seems t0. be outdated ‘True
regrfoﬁpment is essentral but it cannot be & mere
merger of the existing orgamza‘uons In the new

condmons a revision of ﬁghtmg forms 1S necessary.

IV‘V*

z{l"rrst clanty ¥ then umty kg Even small groups

i .......’”l }l

recognizing 1d urging the prmc p S0
,depe'ndent mass ‘movement_are. far mOre

2500 [

si gmﬁcant than, large groups that’ deprecate tne

A SN

poWer of the m'asses

_There are groups that percerve the defects
and weaknesses of parties. They often furnish
sound‘ crlticrs_m of the popular front combination
and the unions. But their criticism is limited. They
lack a "omprehensrve understanding of the new
society. The tasks of the . _proletariat are not
completed w1th seizure of the means of productron
and the abolltlon of private property. The questions
of socral reorganization must be put and answered.
Shall 'tate socralrsm be rejected? What shall be the
basis of a soclety w1thout wage slavery? What shall
deter:mrne the economlc relations between
factorles? What shall determine the relatrons
betweeﬁ producers and their total product?

"~ These questions and their answers are
essential for an understandmg of the forms of
struggle and organrzanon today. Here the conflict
between the leadershrp principle and the principle
of mdependent mass action becomes apparent. For,

a thorough understanding of these questions leads

Poe
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to the realization that the widest, all-embracing,
direct activity of the proletariat as a class 1s
necessary to realize communism.

Of first importance is the abolition of the
wage system. The will and good wishes of men are
not potent enough to retain this system after
revolution (as in Russia) without eventually

surrendering to the dynamics engendered by it. It is.

not enough to seize the means of production and
abolish private property. It is necessary to abolish the

basic condition of modem exploitation, wage,
slavery, and that act brings on the succeedmg-
measures of reorganization that would never. be_'.

invoked without the first step. Groups that do not put

these questions, no matter how sound the;r ertlclsm,;

otherwise, lack the most important elements 1in the
formation of sound revolutlonary pohcy Ihe
abolition of the wages system must be ,carefully
investigated in its relation to politics and. econdfhlcs
We will here take up some -of the pohtlcal
implications [ to be continued]
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Five dlglts nownone
Taken lm a mgllal computer

Lo Wileh- 5 e g
loand Ilehold LE
Makes mlslakes just like human beans
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Humanized computer
‘Computerized human

Tisallthe same
Butitcan't hold hands.

Neither can he.
He took his other live digits
‘and melted them downintoa

Fist.
g Mr.Toad

From the Bewick Editions pamphlet "Be
his payment high orlow’. le%;lmeru a1
| working class of the sixties by Martin
Glaberman (see Echanges No. 65, p . 18)
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A Quiz for Would-
Be Vanguards

An old joke, but a good one

Just imagine being a respected and beloved
fatherly leader under whose wise guidance the
revolutionary masses will forge ahead daily with
the fiery zeal of a “speed up” campaign!

Over the past few years, Party Builders Associates
has alded countless individuals and groups to form
vanguarg partles 1ntelhgently tailored to their own
needs. “These people are now leadmg creatlve

happy lives fighting one another. What we've done
for others, we can do for you. A few minutes filling
out the following questionnaire may be the best
mvestrnent you'll_ever make. Your answers will
enable Party Builders Associates, preserving strict
confidentiality, to work out a party program that 1s
JUST RIGHT for you and your friends. And now,

here's the questionnaire. We advise using a pencil,

since these are by no means easy questions, and
your party will not be able to alter the positions
taken here without seriously damaging your
credibility among the workers.

1) The Russian Revolution turned away from
socialism 1n:
[] (a) 1917
[1 (b) 1927
L1 (c)14953
[] (d) 1957
[1 (e) It hasn't yet, but my group will be the first to
denounce it when 1t does

2) Black people are:
[] (a) A nation
[] (b) A nation of a new type
[] (c) A super-exploited sector of the working
class
[1 (d) Petit-bourgeois
[] (e) A colony
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[1 (f) Please send me more information about this
controversial group

3) The main danger facing the workers' vanguard 1n
the present epoch is:
[] (a) Right opportunism
[1 (b) "Left" sectarianism
[] (¢) nght opportumsm maskmg as "left" |

sectarlamsm i i

[ (d) My parents g
[1 (e) Other (piease speclfy)
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4) Rather than focus on narrow economic 1ssues my

party will offer a cultural critique of hfe in advanced
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capltahst countries.” The fcllowmg are srgns of’i

capltahst decadence
[1 (a) Feminism R el
[] (b) Trotskyism e |
[] (c) Pornogréphic movies = PME vt )
[] (d) Recent price increases in Dornograghl
~ movies
[] (e) Other (please glve exact detarls)
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5) I would like to include the follovtfmg in the title of
my party:
[] (a) Labor
[1 (b) Workers
[] (¢) Revolutionary
[1 (d) Socialist
[1 (¢) Communist
[] (f) Vanguard
[]1 (g) Progressive
[1 (h) October(November)
[1 (1) United
[] (j) International
[1 (k) World
[1 (1) Movement
[] (m)M
[] ML
[1 (o) All of the above
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This issue of Red & Black Notes 1s dedicated
to A. For What might have been.

No. 6 Summer 1998

Review: No Gods
No Masters

“"AN ANTHOLOGY OF ANARCHISM
Daniel Guerin,
AKPress,two voiumes, US$16.95 each

- ’
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2" " ”'Although quite active as an activist and
writer before moving to the far, far left, Daniel
Guerin 18 undoubtedly best known in our political
sector ds the author of the classic little introduction,
Anarchism’ From Theony to Practice (Monthly
Review Press). Now one of his seminal works, a
monumental anthology of anarchist texts, complete
Wlth his introduction and notes, has been published
in Enghsh for the first time. In it, Guerin includes
only those ﬁgureb that he deemed central to the
development 'of ' anarchism--in  particular,
collectivist/communist anarchism and
syndicalism--as a ideological force. An astonishing
collection of extracts and brief pieces, as well as
some longer material, many of these writings are
ones previously unavailable in English, and they
present perhaps the most compelling picture of the
anarchist tradition and project, in theory and
practice, currently available in English.

There are few surprises in ‘terms of
selections here: the books include big chunks of
Bakunin, Buopotkm, Proudhon, Spanish and
Russian anarchists, Malatesta, Durruti, etc. Also,
major debates—such as that in the First International
between Marx and Bakunin--and reportage of
anarchist activity in those periods where it actually
played a major historical role (Russian in 1917 and
Spain in the 30s) get serious coverage. If only he'd
have included France in May/June 1968....

In short, No Gods No Masters provides a
brilliantly nuanced and convincing argument for a
inherent anarchist/libertarian communist political
project, effectively shattering the shallow
misunderstandings regarding anarchism that
currently predominate both on the left and 1n
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mainstream discourse. Chris Faatz

One criticism that might be seriously made 1s
that Guerin doesn't cover many of the major i1ssues of 1701 Broadway, #211, Vancouver,
our time--environmentalism, feminism/women's WA 98663, USA
liberation, the question of racial oppression, etc. But, <cfaatz@teleport.com>
in the end, this argument holds little water, as it
becomes quickly clear that Guerin, himself an
indefatigable gay liberation activist, was only
choosing what he figured were foundational texts,
and historical ones to boot. His goal was to provide
a program, with illustrations as to how it might be
carried ouf, a program that paved the way for a
society in which every individual would be able to
fully develop his or her individual human potentials
within the communal context--nothing more, nothing
less.
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With that understood, No Gods No Masters
provides a marvelous foundation upon which to
build a radically liberatory project. Adding such
work as Carol Ehrlich or Peggy Kornegger on
anarcha-ieminism, Graham Purchase or Murray
Bookchin on ecology, or Chomsky on the media, 1s
an act of filling in the gaps, as would the inclusion of
such broader anthologies as those of George
Woodcock or Howard Ehrlich. And, of course, as
Guernn himself would undoubtedly argue, those gaps

are even better filled in when one pulls from other Red& Black Notes

traditions as well, from DeLeon to Landauer, from

radical feminism to radical pacifism to liberation PO Box 47643

theologv. 939 Lawrence Avenue East
As Kropotkin wrote, “One socialist faction Deon Mids, ON

argues that [communism] cannot be achieved M3C 387

without sacrifice of freedom upon the altar of the Canada

State. Another faction, to which we belong, argues s

instead that only through abilition of the State, e-mail : benn@idirect.com

through achievement of wholesale freedom of the
individual, through free agreement, utterly free
assoclation and federation, can we arrive a
communism, common ownership of our inheritance
and common production of all wealth.”

Subscriptions $5 for 4 1ssues

$1 sample issue.
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Thus is strong, heady, and convincing stuff. Essential Labour Donated
reading, and a welcome companion in the struggle

for universal liberation and the establishment of free

communism.




