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In order to understand the 1973 milit-
ary coup in Chile it is first necess-
ary to have a comprehensive point of
reference, Politically and socially
Chile has had a somewhat untypical his
tory 1n Latin Amerlcan terms. From its
beglnnlng*the mining industry‘ (copper
prQV1des'7O% of the national 1ncome)
created a strong 1ndustrial worklng
class Wthh together with ‘the rural
proletarlat, stood in oppos1tlon to
the 1nterests of the Chllean rullng
class, |

. The latter, be81des the modern

e » -

bourgeoisie tied to ‘international cap-
ital (the copper barons and their ass-

ociates in transport ete) also includ-

ed; the large land owners (0.5% of the

pOpulatlon.owned 52% of the land); the

career military (about 80,000 profess-
. June 29th '73 (a trial run by the

ional soldlers) and the State bureau—
cragy. s

Up to the'coupjthe political stage
was characterized by two main tenden-

cies - the centre-right and the reforg'

ists - both populist in style and comm
anding mass support,

The ex1stance of 2 not unimportant

"christian left" of various tendencies
(pre-marxist christian socialism, demo .

cratic reformism and even revolutlon-
ary leninism), in open opposition to
the rightist politics of' the Church
and the Christian Democratlc Party
1s also worth notlng.

After the I970 elections, 'wlth thef;_
leftlst government (Popular Unltv) Yed

by the socialist Allende,.the class
struggle and the economlc CrlSlS beoom
e more acute: |

- nationalization of the copper mines
(controlled by 3 U.S. companies) and
of the banks enrages big‘business.

-'erproprlatlonq and land occupatlons
.in the country by the rural working

class, organized in the Revolution-

ary Peasants' Union and supported
by the far left and the anarchists
threaten the. domination of the large
land owners muchamore ‘than the gov-
‘ernment's Agricultural Reform,

the Armed forces were in.
masters of the s1tuat10n. There foll-
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- galloping inflation erodes the

economic privileges .of the U.S, |
- trained and. armed mllltary hlerarchy

-and the mlddle classes,.

Against the anti-worker and counter

revolutionary reaction put into motion

by the Christian Democrats and financ-
ed by the CIA, the. Allende Government

.embarked on the suicidal .course %00

-compromise, It.called in October ¥
. - on the military .to Jjoin the government"

. and approved the notorious "Arms B

Control. Law" which allowed the Army to
prevent the working class arming 1it-

self, In the meantime: the bourge01s1e,z‘h
in the name of law.and. order, was arm=

ing fascist bands and in fact almost
openly preparlng the coup..

Even after the coup attempt of |

generals for the later successful coup
in September) the government and the

Communist and Socialist Party machlnes?»

stifled revolutlonary initiative and -

stopped the grass roots organlzatfons A
- in the neighbourhoods, factories and

fields from arming for the self-defen
ce of the working class. The Allende

Government didn't even hesitate to use
police against strikers and the demon=

~ strations of the revolutionary left.

The tragic morning”of'September'“'U”
IIth 1973 found the workers and the -
1eft almost defencelesd before Pinoch-
ets armoured cars. Despite the heroic
and desperate"antiefascist resistance,
short time -

owed a vertual massacre of mllltants

Lo of the workers' movement

Allende himself payed W1th hls

: 1ife for the reformist illusion that

society can be fundamentally changed
without revolution.

Pinochet's'gang of butchers

~ were to remain in the saddle for

one long decade; But:. even in the |
darkest hours the spirit of re31stance

was kept alive, and in 1983 the world \
would see the workers arise again. -
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What are the political forces at work in Chile today;mand to.what obJectlves do
they aspire? Let's try to answer these questions W1th the sole object of clarify-

ing for comrades the 1ntrlcate Chllean political s1tuatlon.,_¢«

It must be'- sald stralght off that at the crux of the matter 18- the advénced
state of decomposrtlon '6f *the. Plnochet regime,-undermined by the economic ‘¢risis
“that is hitting most ‘parts of the populatiom (the real level of unemployment is
over BSW) ‘The_economic collapse has even in fact led to the growth of discontent
amongst many of. the® very people:who supported the Pinochet regime up to 1980,

The latter accuse the regime, of ‘having provoked the collapse of Chilean 1n&ustry +J

o

and the, subsequent invasion of forelgn products by its economic errors: (each year .

5-6,000 commerclal enterprlses are forced to close due to bankruptcy).-
| ~ iy by IR

This dlssatlsfactlon amongst sectlons of the bourgeolsle colncldes With' the

protest of the working classes who didn't even feel the benefits. of the so-called 5

ﬁ,economlc boom of I975-=80 (in that period unemployment was about 15%0

This said, we would 11ke to premise a: review of the parties and political line
up in Chile: today'w1th an 1mportant p01nt ‘usually neglected by bourgeois comment—
ators: the: recent struggles in Chile weren't suddenly born in May '83 and aren't
controlled by anyjparty,_after ten years of obscure daily opposition the recent
‘mass demonstratlons are bssed,on the worklng class quarters where workers, house-
wives and unenplo
organizing theémselves autonomously in local committees united operatlonally in
their >wn- Coordinatlng Commlttee-a~“ : e
?,,ﬁ_a'~ I el ;PRIVCIPAL POLITICAL FQRGES

& SLomen 0 AT WORK IN CHILE TODAY
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IEMOCRATIC~ALL$ANGE- Includes all the parties of the centre—right thus exclud—
ing the more openly fascist right, left socialists, the %
Communist Party and the revolutionary left. The strongest party.in AD (ALLEANZA
DEMOCRATICA) are the Christian Democrats, thought to be the biggest party in
Chile, whose leader, Valdes, is also the leader of AD. The Christian Democrats..
seek dlalogue with the Army and extreme rlght their only cond;tmon belng the
removal of Pinochet. i |
In practice:this grouping constitutes those "democrats" who for years were a

yed have had. enough of repression and poverty, and are therefore :

party to the fasc1st ‘hangmen or, at the very least, placed themselves in a poSlt— 4
ion of "Splend1d 1solatlon" Today these gentlemen articulate the dlssatlsfactlon‘

of the bourgevisie and are pushing for the creation of a "controlled democraGY“""';
(desired also by the more opportunlst elements in the Armed Forces), seeking to '.%

control the struggles of the’ Chilean working ‘classes through institutionalized
unions close- to themselves polltlcally. The most well-known exponent of the latt-
er is Rodolfo Seguel the copper ‘miners' leader, who is himself close to the
Christian Democrats.' '
THE CHURCH Has. theisame pbiltlcal line as AD. The Church hierarchy, amongst
it $hd Archblshop of Santiago -Fresno Larrain-.who at the time of

the coup dldnwﬁ hide hlé own sympathy for the "generals, wants a quiet:change to
the creation. of a “éredible State, in order to preserve soclal peace.
As in other countrles, the parish churches 1n Chlle are often centres of the

opposition,

,i-."-..

PRODEN Is to the right of AD, but is formed of members of the same parties
that belong to AD. Its activities are today tolerated by the regime.
Leon Villarin, leader of the truck-owners at the time of the '73 coup belongs

to thls grouping.

SOCIALISTS Divided into a multitude of groups, some belonglng to AD, others

to the MDP,
continued. ..




POPULAR:- DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT Recently constituted, the MDP incorpoates the
Communist Party, socialist groups, the christian

left, the MIR and the MAPU (a chrlstlan.party of leninist and revolutlonary in-
splratlon')

COMMUNIST PARTY ngldly'prC«Sovvet and seemlngly able to count on strong supp-
.~ ort amongst the masses.uRefu31ng any dialogue with Pinochet and
his govermnment, the CP's declared aim 18 “+he sgbst1tu+ on .of the dictatorship

with a provisional government {composed of all the opposition) which will prepare

the elections for a constltuant Lssemply. Has its own armed formations and there
exist operatlonal agreements w1th the MlR‘for armed strrggle avalnst the reglme.

g Grouplng of the revolutlonary 1eft born in 1964 from 8 break w1th the trot-_.%

kyists. of the: revolutionary marXISt ‘Vanguard Movement. Durlnv the Allende
Governmment (to which. the MIR'S abtmtude WAS one. of critical support) i struck
roots amongst the ‘urban masses A the faetorles and nelghbourhoods where 1t Ny
fostered and supported grass roots organlzatlons (local committees known as -
"cordones",. pecples courts ete.), Has itsiown afmed ?¢ndJ'“ﬁ+uﬂ don't 1ack fOr

sympathy amenost the people,..f - ~N;ﬁ_¢L:L

COWMISSION’FOR.SYNDICAL RE}ﬁwAL (CRS)"Lib srtarian movement of anwruhomuyndlcal-,:“

ist tendeucy to. ﬂthJ belonz. the COD

(Committee for Silan wlalts),-tae“C?R {Revolutionary Communist O“ganlLatlon), the'

"Renewal,From The Base" group (dlshiuents from the MTR\ and the ‘14 oerfavlan.soc-
ialist. PAS (0001311 st .Thought and Aetlon/ group," faoie ol %

These org&n“zatlonb and the Chilean anarchist groups, rcfusing the p“*8pect1ve7 f'

of theireplacement of the Fascist regime Dy &, f*emocraey work to-create and

develope (egpec-wlly in thé ynion feela) Por'ne of” Gelf;ml“zf“d struggle that Wlllfﬁ f

enable the Chilean wcrkers TO! coniront fascism'and capitalism however they'are

o

masked, by'way of dereet aet’on and ee1¢m0“gan1 ation; putiing forward llbertan-

ian: eommunlqt revolution ad ‘the onl rlal ernstive. o '*'rwﬁw

Chilean anarchlsm.too has eynewlenee of urtan.guerrl 2 organ*zatlon..
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WORKING CLASS INPERNATIONALISMN:

When the class struggle bursts out into the open it puts the fear of god into the
bourgeoisie and their servants: only this explains the sudden discovery on the

part of governments, the Church, political parties and the official unions that
there's a bloody dictatorship 1n Chile,

Their solidarity with the "Chilean people's fight", with the "struggle for
democracy" is hypocritical - because they continue to collaborate with the milit-
ary Junta and to do business with the multinationals that aided the 1973 coup.

With this false solidarity our politicians cover up ‘the connivance there S
been for example the links between right-wing parties in the West and Chile at
the tlme of the coup, arms sales to the Junta, and the "commercial exchanges"
paid for with the blood of Chilean workers., Official declarations and media cover-
age on Chile hide the substance of the struggle in Chile -a genuine class struggle
= and present it instead as 2 struggle for "democracy", in reallty it's the forces

~_'of the Chilean bourgeoisie that are trying to divert the .struggle onto parliament-

ary. terraln' with these lies a form of government that maintains the dictatorship
,of the bourgeoisie is given credibility. With calls to the United Nations, fine
words and diplomatic manoeuvres, the government, polltlcal parties and the offic-

_1a1 unions seek to distract the working class from puttlng 1nto praotlce a real
'1nternatlona11st solidarity.,.

~IT'S 'I‘IME TO COME OUT OF Chile, Argentina, Guatamala, Uruguay, Lebanon, Poland,
THE NATIONALIST SHELL Afghanlstan... it's always the workers who pay..Oppos—
i . ition to the wars caused by capitalists and States

often limits itself to a leftist variant of international power politics. Opportun
1st organizations, tied to this or that bloc of imperialist interests or blinded
by national horizons unite in the vague corous of solidarity in the appeals of
"men of good will". What is happening in these countries is not only the fruit of
bloody dictatorships, it's also the product of the dictatorship 'of the bourgeoisie
- Wthh there does without the mask it uses in the "democracies", N

SAME.WNEMY' SANE STRUGGLE, The only solidarity we can give is class solldarlty,
SAME ORGANIZATION class solidarity with the Chilean workers, fighting
ourselves against the Church, political partles mils
itarists and capitalists, It 1s possible to rebuild working class 1nternatlonallsm
and to oppose it to the ever more powerful 1nternatlonallsm of Capltal g i e

PROLETARIAN INTmRNATIONALISM. For the anarchists these aren't only“words;ﬁit s an
MUST GROW! imperative objective to be reached with the constan
P t commitment of all class-conscious workers. .

The first elementary duty of intermational solidarity is to depict with truth the ﬂ

struggles, organization and objectives of the Chilean working class: as we have aI
ready sald this is nothing to do with decrepit parliamentary "democracy", but 1s af
class struggle against the bourgeoisie and the State. But concrete solldarlty is -
also necessatry .- collections (whlch it is sure will end up with Chllean.workers
and not the pookets of priests and bureauorats), demonstrations, blacklng of .goods
originating from or directed for Chile, and even better by organizing solldarlty
w1fh¢Ch11ean workers work place by'work place, industry by industry and co-ordinat
ingthe 1n1t1at1ves of workers in various countries against the multinationals.
The 1nternatlona1 organization of the working class is more necessary than

ever, This cannot be left to the existing organizations that claim to represent
the working class, but can only be born _out of «the co-operatlon of’organlzatlons
composed <f and run by workers. It cam come only from the workers themselves when
they twig that the only struggle workers must fight, beyond considerations of
every frontier, is the struggle for thé winning of! better 11v1ng conditions,
-aga;nst States and Capital, outSIde of and agalnst “the power games of 1mper1&11st
powers big and small. ¢ -

These are some practical obJeotlves but every olass-consolous worker must
choose:ﬁreal working class internationalism with the workers.of other countries

or the verbal solidarity of- priests, capitalists and bureaucrats.,
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°-where to control thelr own 11V€S and the enV1ronment

DIRBCY ‘ACTION MOVEMENT

. -
A G 2.3 . ’,5
L

‘The Direct Action Movement is a working’class organization. %

iy ol N M ! ol S

Our aifm is the creatiéon’ of a free and classless society.” ' -

by Ly . ;;_. i'l', . ; » , S . : oy : e _ |

We are fighting to abolish the State, capitalism and wage slavery in
all their forms and replace them by selfamanaged productlon for need
not profit)’ Ao % e o Sl N |

In order to bring about the new social order, the workers must take
over the means of production and dlstrlbutlon.'We are the sworn
enemies of those who would take cver "on behalf of" the workers, -

We belleve that the only'way for the working class to achieve this is
through 1ndependant organlzatlon in the workplace and -community and
federation'with other workers in’the same 1ndustry and locality,:’

independent ‘of and oppod®d to all political parties and ‘trade union
bureaucracies. All such workers organizations must. Be controlled by
the workers themselves and must unite rather than divide the workers
movement, Any and all delegates of such workers organlzatlons must be
subject to immediate recall by the workers, : Bt

L

We are opposed to a11 States and State institutions,’ The working
class hag no country. The 'class struggle is worldwide and recognlsesz
no artificial boundaries. The armies and police of all States do not
exist to protect the workers of those States, they eX1st only as the
repressive arm of the ruling class. | -

°WG OPPOSG raclsm, sexism,’ militarism and all ‘attitudes and institut~

ions ‘that stand in the way of equallty and the right of people every—
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The Direct Action Movement is a federation of groups and’individﬂhlé
who believe in the principles of anarcho-syndicalism; a system where

the workers alone control industry and the communlty without the
dictates of politicians, pureaucrats, bosses and’ so-called experts.

' "{ O'.'

The DAM is the Brltlsh Sectlon of ‘the Internatlonal'Workers A88001aﬁion
(IWA), thé anarcho-syndlcallst Internatlonal Wlth sectlons acroSs the it
world, * - | i e o Sl RO TR N SRR | ;
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Raven Press,
- 8.~ I0 Great Ancoats Street,
Manchester 4




21 pages, 30 pence.. s
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- YDAM AND THE 'TRADE. UNIO F‘"

DAM P UBLLICARITONS .

DI RECT & ACT-T 0N

Paper of the PAM-~-IWA, published by the Leeds DAM.Branch Gives ‘indepth
coverage of industrial news .at home and abroad, as well as coverage of

the international workers movement , ant1~m111tarlsm, the anarcho- .~

syndicalist movement etc., £2.00 subscrlptlon for 6 issues, cheques
payable to Direct Aetlon. Box DAM, 59 Cookpldge_Street Leeds.LSQ AW
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%~»Pamph1ets available from Box DAM. 121 Bookshop,_IZI Rallton.Road

London SE 24:
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'ANA“RCHO-SYNDICALISM. HIoTORY & AC’I‘ION

‘What is the DAM? What .is the. Internat10nal‘Workerq A53001at;0n? Where
do’ the anarcho-syndlcallsts get . their ideas from? These are. Just ‘some

"'of the questions answéred in this pamphlet, first published in 1983,

A short but useful. ;niroductlon to our: movemont and 1ts aims. .

W S¢S

How we see the trade unlons today and do they qtlll servL the worklng

people‘whom they clalm to represent° 10 pages 25p

5 ‘
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-4 DIRECT ACTION IN INDUSTRY' ottty o it

Wildcat strikes, slowdowns, good work strlkes,_sabotage1 81ck-1ns and

. many more methods of industrial istruggle dre dlscussed and analyseq in

24 pages SOp

L wRI-mNGs o ANARCHO;SYNDICALISM' ~

~in“this very useful pamphlet whlch.draws on the cxperlence of the CNT,

TWW, Solidarity, DAM and the 1nternatlonal labour movement

» -
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FRELTINA !
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I'hlq pamphlrt contalns a collectloﬁ of articles written over the past
forty years by anarcho-syndicalists explaining what anarcho-syndlcalasz

‘m-is, and ‘how - we hope to achieve our aims, "A1l the“articles first app=.

earéd in the anarchist press. First published in pamphlet form by the
Huddersfield DAM-IWA Branch in I982. I6 pages, 30p

'STRIKE BACK'

Duplicated local bulletln.publlshed by’Mlddlesbrough DAM, available
from: g

RED & BLACK BOOKSHOP .I20, Victoria Road, Middlesbrough.

Open 2.00 till 4.00 hrs Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. I0.00
to 5.00 hrs on Saturday. Stocks a wide range of left-wing literature,
papers, magazines etc,, including the anarchist press.



