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C011tú1"1IS

óEcology and Anarchismó is an attempt
to spread anarchy among those involved in
the ecology movement and vice versa. It i
is produced by a collective which is
contactable via Box 1000, Rising Free,
182 Upper Street, London N1. We would
welcome comments, criticism, contributions,
etc., and will send further copies on
receipt of 15p plus postage (7p in this
country, llp abroad),

We don't want to produce and distribute
as many copies as possible; we would
rather encourage others to produce their
own paper, copying from us whenever they
feel like it, as we have done in the case
of several illustrations and the article
on óViolence/non-violence?ó This is a
sample culled from a paper we thought
excellent, óThe Daily Barbarianó, which
can be obtained by sending US stamps
and a lar e envelope to: Queen For A
Day, c7o EH03 Second, Detroit, Mi.#820l,
USA.

Special thanks to Alan (lat of May bgqk,
shop, l2lNiddry'SW.,Edinburgh) for the
pictures of the Torness occupation.
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SOONER OR LATER, THE CONTINUAL DIVISION
AND RE-DIVISION OF AGGRAVATIONS WILLTSPLIT
THE ATOM 0F UNLIVABLE REALITY AND LIBERATE
A NUCLEAR ENERGY WHICH NOBODY SUSPECTED
BEHIND so MUCH PASSIVITY AND GLOOMY RESIGNA-
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IMPROVES ON IT. IT MUST BRING VIOLENCE TO
óWHERE VIOLENCE_ALREADY IS.

9ó ~4Y'~'!!ll@ DECISION. RADICAL THEORY BELONGS T0 wHoEvER
'-95"ó  -m

Z



TORNESS:  
a taste of things to comeó?

"L

-H.
. I _ . a

I
.

We could provide our own version of I the frÁntólin9 ÁPPÁn9nt$ in any Struggle
all the arguments why nuclear power is Of those who want significant change -
an óimportant issueó and why Torness - those who ask for too little and who
planned to be the largest nuclear complex d0nót a$k 10nd enough ' are in thiý
in Britain - is or should be the ófocal case more easily defeated than where
pointó of the antiðnuclear movement in they are already organised into a formal
Britain; but then anyone who comes hierarchy, usually on the Leninist model
across this obscure journal is likely Our experience of the May Torness
to know at least as much about it as ógatheringô is further discussed in a
we do, and the general outlook of the later article. All that needs to be
people producing the paper is reflected said for now is that it saw the first
in all the articles. It isn't in any small crack in the surrealism of the
case enough to point to the life-threate- anti-nuclear struggle in Britain so
ning qualities of the nuclear industry far: Ã20,000 of damage is symbolic
or the planned size and importance of in relation to the total cost of the
the Torness site - similar arguments project, but a good deal less so than
support commitment to a large number of anything which had gone on before (and.
campaigns. Our involvement in practice where were the intellectual thugs of
in the Torness campaign - without which the Torness Alliance leadership who
this effort at propaganda would simply had the nerve to attack us afterwards
represent yet another attempt at enter- for the 'trivial' nature of the damage?).
tainment and petty stardom - results And - more about this later - anyone
from these but also other factors: who feels that this is not enough to
nuclear power is in the forefront of bring down the nuclear industry, nor
planned economic development and reflects even the anti-nuclear industry which
its new criteria -:no longer the antiquated depends on it, is free to continue the
rate of profit which in the case of nuclearó 500d wOrk ð apart from any small group
power is large and negative, but (meet actions there are plans for a óweek of
the new boss...) the calculus of megawatts - Tactionó in September.
and police recruitment figures. Besides, There seems to be an increasing
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tendency for political mobilisation
to become more symbolic and dishonest:
the Torness Alliance claims to be commit-
ted to óoppose construction at Torness
by all ncn-violent meansó (and we agree, '
though as far as the ónon-violentó goes
only on tactical grounds - their firepower
is greater than ours), and it called on
the May gathering to occupy the site (an
idea which we thought excellent);
but did it mean a word it said? The
ideological strength of the ówreckersó
and óself-confessed anarchistsó at
Torness, and the reason the would-be
micro-Hitlers who manage opinion in
the Alliance got so hot under the collar,
was that they took the Alliance at its
word, and really did occupy the site
and do what they could to stop construc-
tion. Maybe they should have realised
how much more important it is to remain
good-natured when confronted by the
police, to be well-behaved in front of
TV cameras and to do nothing to frighten
off ópotential supportó (some potential
support, which is strictly conditional
on inactivity). Perhaps if we do those
things then the State will be so over-
whelmed with love and gratitude that it
will óstop Tornessó Qf_its own accord?
Truly a new revolutionary theory based
on the principle that if you behave
and ask nicely Daddy (or Mummy) will 
give you money for sweets... combined
with filial affection for the State.

T@Ä_pase fo;;lÄabctage:
We've had a good deal of abuse from

some Alliance members for advocating
sabotage of machinery and installations
as a legitimate, non-violent and nece-
ssary tactic. These people always
agree that damage to property is not
óviolentf and 5 minutes later they have
a slip of the tongue and talk about
óviolence to propertyó; and no-one
verbally defends private property, in
fact some are so desparate to counter
sabotage pQp_(or last May) that they
say it might be 0K in 3 or 6 monthsó
time but not now. The idea is that in
the present situation we should be very
careful not to put people off, we should
just recruit more people to the campaign
and then when we're numerically stronger
we might consider doing something else.
So all action becomes symbolic and aimed
not at stopping construction directly
but at convincing other people that it
shouldn't take place, generally by
competing for media coverage with those

who think it should. Since we want
maximum support we don't want to alienate
those who might become opposed to nuclear
power but who will always care about
private property, so we argue the case
against nuclear power but we respect
private property.

Well, even if you do get some kind
of ómaximum supportó that way what sort
of support will it be? It will consist
of people opposed to nuclear power but
committed to private property, and it
will never lead to an occupation of the
site and the stopping of construction
as long as there's a fence (not to
mention armed guards, etc.) in the way.
Any movement will (at most only get
support in its own image (as liberally
interpreted by the media if it's not
ignored). If we want a mass movement
that doesn't operate solely in symbols
but takes direct action ( a notion
distorted for its own purposes by the
no-damagists) we have to act that way
now - and we know we'll get a bad press
from the Guardian, that's one of the
ways we'll know we're getting somewhere

What's more it seems pretty clear
that the way the Alliance is going we
won't get much support at all; after
all why should someone who believes
private property is sacred, that one
must be nice to police(wo)men, and that
one should smile all the time and turn
oneós anger onto oneself, not believe
everything else the government says,
including about the need for nuclear
power. Either you believe people are
fundamentally anarchists and can become
so overtly and you try to be one yourself
or you go home and watch TV. If you
assume that people are and will always
remain committed to middle class values,
you're hardly going to be able to con
them into creating anarchy.
The role_9f 'propagandaó

One starting point is to take seriously
Iwhat marxists call the unity of theory

and practiceó (something few marxist
theoreticians do: you can tell because
they refer to theoretical óactivityó
or ówork', i.e. as a substipppÄ_not a
complement to ópracticeóÄ. Our role
is not to contemplate or reflect passivel
on the Torness or any other Campaign
(much less to help or guide it); we're
not interested either in contributing
to the further passive entertainment
of the anarchist or ecological market;
and we recognise that if we are to have
anything interesting to discuss we have
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