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Declaration of lnternationalists against the war in Ukraine
War on war! Not a single drop a bloodfor the ñnationò! ô pleasure to sit in soft chairs of authorities. And if the bosses in Moscow,

Kiev, Lviv, Kharkiv, Donetsk and Simferopol start this war, our duty is to
resist it by all available means!
No war between "nations"-no peace between classes!

KRAS, Russian section of the International Workers Association
Internatiorialists of Ukraine, Russia, Moldova, Israel, Lithuania
Anarchist Federation of Moldova
Fraction of the Revolutionary Socialists (Ukraine)

The power struggle between oligarchic clans in Ukraine threatens to
escalate into an international armed conþict. Russian capitalism intends
to use redistribution of Ukrainian state power in order to implement
their long-standing imperial and expansionist aspirations in the Crimea
and eastern Ukraine where it has strong economic, ýnancial and political x
interests.
On the background of the next round of the impending economic crisis
in Russia, the regime is trying to stoking Russian nationalism to divert
attention from the growing workersô socio-economic problems: poverty
wages and pensions, dismantling of available health care, education and
other social services. In the thunder of the nationalist and militant
rhetoric it is easier to complete the formation of a corporate, authoritar-
ian state based on reactionary conservative values and repressive
policies.
In Ukraine, the acute economic and political crisis has led to increased
confrontation between "old" and ònew" oligarchic clans, and the ýrst
used including ultra-rightist and ultra-nationalist formations for making a
state coup in Kiev. The political elite of Crimea and eastern Ukraine does
not intend to share their power and property with the next in turn Kiev Leicester group of/jnerehist Fedemn-on (Br,-tam)
rulers and trying to rely on help from the Russian government. Both I _ _
sides resorted to rampant nationalist hysteria: respectively, Ukrainian Aò ñóteónañ0ñañ5ófmm óremnd
and Russian. There are armed clashes, bloodshed. The Western powers Ffeþýh-Speaklng Am"CW5? Fedef0170" (FAF)
have their own interests and aspirations, and their intervention in the jnte,-nan-Om; 0fA,w,-ch,-5; Federations (154)

c0nþó_ct cO_u|d lead to World War "L _ _ _ Union workers and precarious of Clermont-Ferrand CNT-AIT (France)
Warring cliques of bosses force, as usual, force to ýght for their interests ,,WorId ReVOIuþ.0n,, (Croatia)
us, ordinary people: wage workers, unemployed, students, pensioners... .
Making us drunkards of nationalist drug, they set us against each other, A Ubem-óif1'0" 50650/l5? lE9!/Pi)
causing us forget about our real needs and interests: we donót and canót Iibgomprg group
care about their ñnationsò where we are now concerned more vital and
pressing problems - how to make ends meet in the system which they
found to enslave and oppress us.
We will not succumb to nationalist intoxication. To hell with their state
and "nations", their þags and ofýces! This is not our war, and we should
not go on it, paying with our blood their palaces, bank accounts and the

Declaration was supported by:
Workers Solidarity Alliance (North America)
An Internationalist from USA
Anarcho-Syndicalist Initiative of Romania
Libertarians of Barcelona
Left Communists and Internacionalists from Ecuador, Peru, Domini-
can Republic, Mexico, Uruguay and Venezuela
Workers-Communist Iniciative (France)

World in Common network

The statement is open for signature
individuals or organisations wanting to cosign the statement should
send their name/organisation name to KRAS by e-mail at:
comanar30@gmaiI. com

Remember the Mutineers
._. -Iifln-IIIó

Here's a black poppy for Remembrance Day.
This goes out to those who who died in, and all those who resisted and continue to resist, the capitalistsô wars.
To those who mutinied, went on strike, shirked, refused to kill. For all those they executed for deserting.
No more "future soldiersò or sycophantic, slavish patriotism.
Letôs take the ýght to the bosses! For disobedience and class war!
lf>you like the ideas in this issue of Resistance then search online for the following texts, all of which should be freeó
to view or download:
Mutinies 1917-1920 - Dave Lamb ó
How Non-violence Protects the State - Peter Gelderloos
Pacifism and Violence, a Study in Bourgeois Ethics - Christopher Cauldwell V

Liked Resistance? Try Organise!
Organise! is the Anarchist"Federationós theoretical and historical magazine. It is published in order to develop anarchist communist ideas. lt aims to give a clear

anarchist viewpoint on contemporary issues, and initiate debates on areas not normally covered in agitational journals.
You can order or subscribe online at www.afed.org.uk, or get in touch with your local AF group for a copy.

Organise! single issue (including postage and packing): Ã3.50 UK/Ã4.00 EU /Ã4.50 rest of world
Annual subscription to Organise! (two issues, saving Ã1/year or 50p/issue): Ã6 UK/Ã7 EU /Ã8 rest of world
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"Those who donôt know history are doomed to repeat it. ò - Edmund Burke
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As the threat of war looms in Eastern Europe echoing
the threat of a third World War yet to come, the
100th anniversary of the outbreak of World War One
looms more as a lesson for our time than merely a
dusty piece of history.

In 1914, a violent act of Slav nationalism took the
brakes off Europeôs alliances and treaty systems
driving rival power blocks into a devastating armed
conþict that wracked Europe with its consequences
for the century to come. The current conþict is as
much framed by treaties and timetables as then.
Russia wants its share of Ukraine before it slides into
the framework of the EU and NATO and the stakes
would be higher.

Before the current fog over the Crimea there were
those in Britain who sought to revise the First World
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War and claim it as a source of national pride and
dress up the death of 13 million as a price worth
paying in a ójustô war. Were the millions of workers
led into a war between ruling elites of bankers and
aristocrats ñlions led by donkeysò or true sons of
freedom defending all that was good in Britain? The
debate is a smoke screen to hide one of the greatest
mass murders in history. |tôs hardly surprising that
those who want to celebrate the generals and spirit
of Empire and claim the war as ójustô are the privi-
leged great grandchildren of the ódonkeysô.

The current conþict has the same roots as its histori-
cal predecessor - a conþict between elites, the gang-
ster capitalism of the Russian oligarchs versus the
free market plunderers of the neoliberal European
club. óJustô or óunjustô is the new smokescreen again.

International conþicts between or within states only
have one lesson, and that is those of us with no real
stake, workers on both sides, die, lead or driven by -
the donkeys, to preserve their power, proýt and
privilege. The lessons now as then are the same ð we
die, the rich pillage, and their pride is our shame.



All who died in the name of freedom, or human rights,
or democracy, or feminism...

The Saturdays launch 2010ôs Poppy Appeal -see how
and liberated they are! Thatôs what Grandpa foughtfor!

I was always the belligerent child at school who spent
far too long on my soapbox (little has changed), and
every year Iôd have the same argument about the
poppy appeal. Yesterday I came across an excellent
piece from Wales Online written ahead of Remem-
brance Day in 2010, where ex-SAS soldier Ben Grifýn
publicly, and excellently, criticised the Poppy Appeal
as a political tool.

Grifýn was the ýrst SAS soldier to refuse to go into
combat on political grounds, and left the army in
2005. He questions the Royal British Legionôs use of
celebrities (such as The Saturdays, seen pictured), and
reminds us thereôs more to war than joyful frolicking
in poppy-shaped confetti: ñThe RBL would say they are
modernising and appealing to a younger generation. I
disagree. I think that their stunts trivialise, normalise
and sanitise war.ò

Grifýn also points out that the language of the cam-
paign, urging us to remember our ñheroesò and
"support our troopsò attempts to depoliticise and
mystify not just the Poppy Appeal but war itself:

ñThe use of the word óheroô gloriýes war and glosses
over the ugly reality. War is nothing like a John Wayne
movie. There is nothing heroic about being blown up
in a vehicle, there is nothing heroic about being shot in
an ambush and there is nothing heroic about the
deaths of countless civilians. Calling our soldiers
heroes is an attempt to stiþe criticism of the wars we
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are ýghting in. It leads us to that most subtle ópiece of
propaganda: You might not support the war but you
must support our heroes, ergo you support the war. ò

Grifýn of course is not alone in his critique of war from
a veteranôs perspective, and Harry Patchôs famous
quote has been given a thorough airing on the social
network feeds of those with anti-war persuasions.

ñWar is organised murder, and nothing elseò

But what is it "our heroesò
are actually ýghting for? The
noble cause of ñfreedomò is
a slippery category, which
everyone can claim as their
own, as shown by the
bizarre cognitive dissonance
that allows the EDL to throw
Nazi salutes...whilst also
"honouring" the fallen
troops of WWII on Remem-
brance Day. For this and
many other reasons, I share Grifýnôs unease at the
subtle ideology exercised by the all-pervasive poppy,
claimed by the RBL to be ñneutralò but in reality
anything but. Happily, the use and misuse of political
ideals such as humanitarianism, freedom, democracy,
and female emancipation to justify imperialist military
interventions has been written about by a selection of
my current favourite writers.

In his introduction to Violence, Slavoj Ziiek critiques
the sense of ñhumanitarian urgencyò so often used as
window dressing to justify war. After all, if weôre
ýghting a war for human rights, freedom, democracy

and all those great things, how
can you be anti-war? How could
you be anti-democracy, anti-
freedom Even Bush and Blair

Nina Power, in One Dimensional
Woman, draws attention to the

supported ñdemocracyò after all.

increasing co-option of feminism to support military
interventions, particularly with regard to recent
conþicts in the Middle East. The Talibaónôs abhorrent
treatment of women was cited over and over again as
the compelling reason why we have to go to war with
Afghanistan, and we have to go NOW. How can you
oppose war with Afghanistan, if peace with Afghani-
stan means supporting a brutal regime that throws
acid in the faces of would-be school girls? Power
points out, quite rightly, that the war made it even
more dangerous to be an Afghan feminist, lest you be
labelled an agent of the occupying forces. Not to
mention the absurdity of the political right suddenly
adopting womenôs rights as their battle cry and cause
c®l®bre, whilst simultaneously attacking women at
home through removal of essential provisions to
protect from domestic abuse and provide healthcare
and access to abortion.  

apolitical use of kitsch nationalism to dampen any
critical reþection or dissent; the absurdity of òremem

beringò the war, whilst we continue with multiple
military campaigns and occupations around the world;

Thereôs many other compelling arguments against the the hypocrisy of a government that can afford to send
Poppy Appeal and what it represents ð the seemingly soldiers to war, but leaves their welfare up to charity

upon their return. All things considered, I still wonôt be
buying a poppy this year.

Editorial: Assembly Line Murder
This issue of Resistance is devoted to War and Opposi-
tion to War. The Centennial of the First World War is
being used as an excuse for ýve years of propaganda
aimed at showing that the butchery of millions was
justiýed in the name of Democracy against German
militarism. Nothing could be further from the truth. In
Britain, France and the USA, any opposition to the war
was met with repression, and democratic rights that
had been taken for granted were suppressed. The
propaganda campaign that is currently being carried
out here in Britain, and in other countries that were
part of the alliance against Austria and Germany, will
dwell upon the ñunity of the nation" which is united in
the face of adversity. This will be used for the present
situation when it is argued that we must all come
together in the face of adversity and meekly accept
cuts and austerity measures.

Already, the Education Secretary Michael Gove is
advancing the idea that the First World War was a
ñjust warò where, "The ruthless social Darwinism of
the German elites, the pitiless approach they took to
occupation, their aggressively expansionist war aims
and their scorn for the international order all made
resistance more than justiýedò.

However, the reality was that the British Empire, with
its imperialist French ally and the cruel and autocratic
Russian Empire of the Tsar (and later with the USA),

went to war against Germany,another imperialist
power, who in turn were supported by the decrepit
Austro-Hungarian Empire. In this industrialised slaugh-
ter, it was the working classes of ALL these countries
who were mown down in their millions, horrendously
maimed and psychologically damaged.

Whether in the United States, Britain, France or
elsewhere opposition to another war is widespread
and has hampered USA/British/French efforts to
intervene in Syria. The centennial of the First World
War must not be allowed to be used as a means of
reversing this war-weariness. We should remember
that Britain has been involved in a war somewhere
around the world CONTINUOUSLY since the 1760s.
This year, with withdrawal from the Middle East and
Afghanistan, will be the ýrst year that Britain has not
been at war- unless of course a new opportunity
comes along.

We oppose any efforts to involve Britain in any future
wars just as we oppose the celebration of the First
World War, a butchery of millions.
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