Blood sweat and tears

| The National
¢ Blood Service
¥ performs a
vital role in col-
lecting blood
from donors at
hundreds of
sites on a daily
basis. The blood is then processed (filtering,
separaiing components etc.) ond safely
tested (for Hepatitis, HIV, Malaria, Syphilis
and soon vCJD). Blood and plasma is then
distributed to local hospitals. These process-
ing and testing centres are currently located
in Oxtord, Bristol, Southampton, Tooting,
Colindale, Brentwood, Manchester Birming-
ham, Liverpool, Newcastle, Cambridge,

Sheffield and Leeds.

National Blood Service.

Staff have been in industrial dispute with
the NBS board of directors/management for
about the past year, over unworkable recon-
figuration plans which will see local process-
ing & testing sites condensed into just 3

suparcenires', in Bristol, Manchiesier &
Colindale. This would mean that blood col-
lections will have to be driven hundreds of
miles around the country to and from the
'supercentres', putting even more reliance on
an already overloaded & frequently clogged
up motorway network. It will also mean 600
iob losses nationally, and those affected
have highly specific skills and years of experi-
ence. This strategy is all about cost-cutting,
and nothing to do with what's best for pa-
tients or hospitals. All this in the national
Blood Service that, unlike many NHS trusts,

is not even in debit.

The situation for emergency workers in
dispute is always difficult and they often feel
that their position is weakened because with-
drawal of labour will cost lives. The Govern-
ment have been taking advantage of this
difficulty in pushing through their continued
privatisation of the NHS. With public support

this strategy can.be shown up as what it is:

bullying. As such it cannot be condoned. Any

problems that résult from a dispute are fun-
damentally caused by the Government push-
ing skilled workers into a position where they
must defend the service with the only effec-
tive means at their disposal. Any problems
caused by such action will pale into insignifi-
cance when these local centres disappear.
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‘Consider the effects of a rhdior road traffic
accident. There will be people needing blood

which cannot be delivered because of the
traffic chaos caused by the same accident
How will providing helicopters to move the
blood when transport difficulties become
apparent yield a cost saving¢ They have to
be crewed and maintained.

Why is the Government keen on subsidiary in

Europe, but everything within the UK must be
centralised to be efficient?

The IWW, the union for all workers, has
members at the National Blood Service,
within the NHS und in many other industries
Vve urge you uliic: .

* Support the work the NBS staff are doing
by continuing to give blood. Tje whole point
of opposing these changes is to make sure
that the blood gets through to those who
need it.

* Support their claims in this dispute by writ-
ing to the NBS Cheif Executive:

Martin Gorham

Chief Executive

National Blood Service

Oak House

Read's Crescent

Wattford

Hertfordshire, WD24 4PH

or email him at: martin.gorham@

nbs.nhs.uk

Note: this article has been taken from the
Industrial Workers of the World Website:
WWW.Iww.org.uk

The Anarchist Federation is an or-
ganisation of class struggle anar-
chists aiming to abolish capitalism

and all oppression to create a free
and equal society. This is Anarchist

| Communism. . |
We see today’s society as being

divided into two main opposing
classes: the ruling class which con-
trols all the power and wealth, and
the working class which the rulers
exploit to maintain this. By racism,
sexism and other forms of oppres-
sion, as well as war and environ-
mental  destruction the rulers
weaken and divide us. Only the
direct action of working class peo-
ple can defeat these attacks and
ultimately overthrow capitalism.

As the capitalist system rules the
whole world, its destruction must be
complete and world wide. We re-
ject attempts to reform it, such as
working through parliament and

national iiberation movements, us |

they fail to challenge capitalism
itself. Unions also work as a part of
the capitalist system, so although
workers struggle within them they
will be unable to bring about capi-
talism’s destruction unless they go
beyond these limits.

Organisation is vital it we're to
beat the bosses, so we work for a
united anarchist movement and are
affiliated to the International of
Anarchist Federations.

The Anarchist Federation has
members across Britain and Ireland
fighting for the kind of world out-
lined above.

Contact us at:

Anarchist Federation,

BM Anarfed, London,
WCTN 3XX

Email: info@afed.org.uk
Also visit: www.afed.org.uk
and www.iat-ifa.org

Subscriptions to resistance costs £4
from the address above for 12
issues. A two issue subscription to
our magazine, Organise! for revo-
lutionary anarchism, is also £4.
You can subscribe to resistance by

| email for free via the website

above. %
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Reclaim

May Day is your day. My day. Our day.
May Day started in the 1880s as part of
the 8 Hour Day Movement in the U.S.
People were campaigning for a decent
ife, for enough to live on and some time
to live in.

All across America people united in their
campaign for a better life. They were
skilled and unskilled; women and men;
Black and White; native and immigrant
ali fighting our common enemy as one.
Activists were centred round the 8 Hour
Day Movement but théy knew there was
more to it. Their aim, and ours today, is
a "free society based upon a co-
operative system of production.” This is
how we will get the life we need. And so
we will cut waste and environmental de-
struction.

In a desperate attempt to break up the
movement, eight workers, all anarchists,
were arrested and fitted up. Four of them
were murdered by the U.S. state in the
interests of big business. Subsequently
May Day became an international work-
ers holiday to commemorate those who
died. They became known as the Hay-
market Martyrs.

Does this ring any bells¢ Since 1889 all

favour of another bank holiday later
in the year to mark Britain's historical
abuse, enslavement and exploitation
of half the world. Empire day¢ No
chance.

We think it's time we stood up and
reclaimed what is rightfully ours, what
our people have fought and died for.
No more getting ripped oft by the
insatiable parasite corisumerism; cor-
rupt councils selling off our public
spaces and then employing private
'security' to deny us access to them.
No more getting stitched up and be-
ing made scapegoats by the media.
The comparisons with the Chicago ex-
perience of the 1880s are disturbing:
people are still being screwed by big
business, attacked by their police, out-
lawed by their officials and demonised
by their press.

Like the originators of the modern May
Day celebration we see there is a real
practical alternative to the constant cycle
of war and exploitation; poverty and
abuse worldwide.; Through direct action
In our communities; on our streets; we
can live our lives on our feet instead of
tearing each other apart; existing.

across the world the 1st of May has been Reclaim May Day

a holiday and a time for celebrating
freedom, equality, unity, justice and
peace: the best of our species.

Governments in Britain and elsewhere,
have neutered our day and tried to
hide its true meaning. They want to
give us the scraps of just another bank
holiday. Could it get worse¢ Well,
there has been a proposal to scrap it in

Manchester Anarchist Federation

We meet every fortnight at the

Basement, 24 Lever St, Manchester M1 | have a nice cup of tea whilst picking over

1THW

Next meetings: 10th and 24th May
We start at 7.30, all welcome, plenty of
time for discussion.

On the 6™ to 8" of June, on the sea front
town of Helingendamm in Germany, a
group of the most evil and dangerous
mass murderers in the world is gathering.
The town of 280 inhabitants will be closed
L off from the rest of the world with a fence
embedded in concrete 2.50 m high and
13 km long. This is not to keep the evil
men in, but to keep everyone else out,
incase some might be tempted to make

the world a better place by disposing of
them.

This is the G8 summit where the leaders of
the 8 most powerful nations will meet to

the bones of their victims. The members
are the U.S.A, France, Russia, the U.K.,
Germany, Japan, ltaly and Canada. They

(Continued on page 2)
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