NORTH EAST ANARGHT q'i FEDERATION e

BULL“TIN 0 . 12

mmrm

OCTOBER 19 79

Huddersficld Anarchi st'Croup, c/o Huddersfield Poly (ox1stcnce doubtful)

Full Likbheriarian Collective, 16 Park Grove, Hull (sceretariats 1étﬁers to WHLC™ )
LESds Ansrohics Croup, 5 Toronto Place, Leeds Lo 4LJ

Lecds Autonomoal uwoup, ¢ /o Bl%cL and Red S0C, |

Loeds Blask & Rel Society, uro University Union, Lceds 2
Black Jake. «/fo 115 Woshoote Roady Newcastle NEL 450
Shefficld snevonisht Group, ¢/o 4 Havelock Sqe Shefficld S10
SHeffi o1 iaberdartan Becd oty PO BDoOxX 166, Shefficld S11 OSE

o
York Aiarcohiei Grours ofo Fadent Union, University of York

f..)

plus otuoy~ InoBernsler,. Frotrerds Darisn quﬁg Stockton & Sunderland,

plus frotcrnal coutoohy in B noargh, Bastings, London, Manchester, Orkney, France,
meth-r’mhAw, and ¥, Geriany . |
i .&2.:9.2*:.,.
HalbdoGol lewhires u,Lag ) predonlnnntly ooolmllut/écmwunlst“ and a froedom 1ov:LnO
's{ﬁi°b%'gwgupithis R o oloarly an 1mport%nt dipsomaniac. The Qubsequent evealng QOC1al
L Pesholea e e new acaccemio year was much better, *
'wiﬂkli'jsf-jﬁnﬁﬁ ﬂ:,ﬁontaot. WO sct vp a A few comrades have ot tog other t0 contr1b~
qianl etishe annua;.F;;gler S Bazasy u a. o a literature fund, the purpose of whic
et g people 10 fota and buy lit crasure.is to cnsure a regular supoly and distributio
}¢L:?x‘fﬁ*0urak}*13h@ﬁqﬁse ia now being . of snarchist periodicals and pamphlets, our
“““*ﬁﬂ“ﬂ-up b ﬂ\w‘fugsa ceannhiiets etce. iccal left-wing bookshop having becn somewhat
Recernt® jpeiilt >ftqu'nzn'i“mixi; a satir— dilatory in paying out for material alree ady
jeal viaw of Tnion politios, four articles sold, We may also, funds permitting; ¥y to
on haad i fioved, Aladccomnsaation establish a collcotlcn of aaarohlc materlal
questionan: #¢ ehce T ' . for loan. 3
We have avas woon workiang on the Bulletin, There has been some talk of once ag in-holdi
which cnly Sprear s mossuse we have regular meetings, but as yet nothlng ddnofete
receivad acne Tecdbacik. Fowever, this hes transpired. | S
mattur-flfdiﬂlsﬂiil 6o ihSG&SSGd at the In conclusion, we are prenarea to- hout the
next colfenanios siong with the question  next conference, should nothing more on the
of feonbantua’ A o 49 | gubject be heard from York ,_at the above
“We ar*'“vocon~ 1y trying to build mp. address (Havelock Square). See end of
internst in such issues as Blalr Pe,oh/ Bulletin for date.es
Sogtholl and Pex sons Unknown although |
1ﬂiqlu’""0ﬂ about the trial is hard to Bradfords  James McCarthy expresged dlgmay
gomme Fs Lorsere . ' ot thauboaqht of NEAF collapsing and offerec
| el | | ' to orgunise a (umalt) conference cmrly in the
Blacoddnen Lo Martin: upcnoc informs us New Yeare. | -
that wuéc woup did not reccive the last 4 ,
two“Buligxfnnq for some reason, and he iz HEM DAY: We are working on a translation
pighviv aioturhed at the 1mp110qtloas. of material received from this Italian groupe
Shefii~‘? gn“”ohigt - We hmVﬁ held two Anti-EEC Committces (fbnmcrlj'the Antl—
of S o (i o aenoins Anarchlst Picnics, bhoth of Elcctions committec) wrote to inform us of
whicn fuf*l‘OW. our rather limited object~ a change of addrecss., They copiducted & suwcc-—
ives of in orraky cross communications caaful anti-PEC clecction campaigns activit-
betwesr a.orciists and sympathlsers in the ies included the ™ yrning of voting cards
aros and “rom olsewhere, and to have a and the issuing of false leaflcts(good
good time. The weather was excellent fakes) ennouncing the postponement of the
(for a ulang- 1) with just sufficient elactions. .
breeze 4o fintter our black fiags. | Theyalse produccd 2 bulletin brsecd
A couple of comrades atterced the Torness on an article by Martin Specnce,They will
Anti-lluclear demo, and took an active part continuc to campeign against the EEC,
in the proceedings therc. especially the Europecan convention against

Four comrades went down to London to the terroricme.
pre-trial mceting hold by Persons Unknown, REMIIDER

which was sparscly attended and mostly Juot s, reminder about the questionnali?
civen up to harenguing by a group of It wasn'ﬂ-guut our ideaj wec were delegateda

3o where arce the replies?




DISCUSSION
A reply to Tom end Paul's articlesS..e

Tom wants to jettison what he terms the
"traditions® and "dogmas" of anarchism; he
thinks "tired old Bakuninist idecas™ arec
redundant. In other words he wants cmpty
anarchism of its content and retain only the
name. Why the fascination with the name?

If his ideas arc so original and up-to-the-
minute why doecsn't he use an original up-to-
the-= mimute name to describe himself ("help-
less radical™ perhaps -— then he could gather
round himself all those '"radicals" who utter
cri de coeurs “"when they realise their own

nelplessness" and leave us anarchists alone).

Tom thinks the ideas of class struggle and
revolutionary anarchism are strictly nine-
teenth century, Instead, he advocates the
ultra modern (sic) theory of co—opecratives
and communes. We had an anarchist co-—-oper-
ative commune in Leeds in thc '90s - they
were very much in voguc in thc 1000s.
Unfortunately it didn't outgrow thce states
the state outerew it. Come to think of it,

Merx was oriticising those people who saw the

idea of setting up small scale versions of
the new society as a means of changing the
present one, back in 1848 (this is how he
desceribes the utopian socialistss "they
reject a2ll political, and especially all
revolutionary action; they wish to atiain
their ends by peaceful means, and endeavour
by smzgll experiments, necessarily doomed to
failure, and by the force of example, %o
pave the way for the ncw social gospel,
"they" consider themselves far superior to
211 class antagonicms, They want to improve
the condition of every member of society,
even that of the most favoured., Hence, they
habitually apneal to society at large,
without distinction of classgs nay, by
preference to the ruling class" (or as Paul
might say, "the James Goldsmiths of this
world')s sound like anyone you know?).
Perhaps Tom's ideas aren't "years ahead" of
ours after all,

Tom reclkons -that the "old notion of classes"
has become totally uscless as an analvtical
tool"., (Onec only has to open a newspaper to
refute that and find that capitalism, class—
cs and class war didn't cend with the
nineteenth century). MNow, hc tells us,
Wanyone can be an agent of social change",
01d fashioned anarchists would tend %o
objecet that you have to distinguish between
those whoa re likely to change socicty and
those who are likely to resist that change
(aftér a2ll, the wealthy, the powerful and
the privileged benefit from the present
social sect-aps; they don't want to see it
changed -~nd they will use the utmost

rich? Do we take our propaganda for an end

violence to prevent it being changed) and
smong the former we have to distinguish
between thosc can change society (the workin
class) and those who can only help.Tom's
idea that "anyone can be an agent of social
ch,,ge" 18 thoroughly unrecalistic and
completely unworkable in practice (do we
take our propaganda for an end to private
property and privilege intc the homes of the

to government into the antechambers of powel
I think those wheo seriously want to under-
stand and chanse society will stick to clas:
analysis.

Tom then suggests (and here he contradicts
himself) we look to the disaffected midddc
class and especially...students" as the
saviours of society. Students are not ina
position to change society. What can they
Occupy the universitices? Transform the
syllabus? Student riots may spark off a
meneral rebellion (given the congruence of
certain factors) but by themselves students
cannot fundamentally change society (an
obvious fact that student leaders in France
in '68 were well awarce ofs sec the intervae
with Cohn-Bendit in “The Stud%nﬁiRevolt: th.
activists speak": Q. So you to destr
the ¢ apitalist system. How do you hope to
succeed? A, We shan't succeced on our owng
we cannot make a revolution ourselves",p70
"For us, the first step in the establishmen
of a classless society must be worker's
control" p7l ete etc). The "disaffected
middle class" are generally considered to t
the social base of fascism but I think Tom
is simply referring to student drop-outs in
which case I have to point out that you can
fundamentally change society by taking over
the DHSS offices either,

The working class can change society (not
because it is aYparagon of virtues" -—though
it may display the virtues of solidarity ar
mutual aid) but because of its position at
the point of production., The sccial and
economic power of the capitalist class res-
on its ownership of the means of productio:
and distribution. If the worlking class tal
over the latter by means of the expropriat.
zeneral strike (also known as the “general
lock—out of the boss-class") the capitalis
class is made redundant, The state is the:
to prevent this happening by armed might if
necessary; that is why it has tc be over-—
thrown. (Some anarchists argue that a techs
bureaucratic class is supplanting the
capitalist class and that its power derive:
from ¥ke its control of the means of prod-
vetion and distributions necdless to say,
workers control destrovs the power base of
this class as well),
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Tom scems to think that once the working
clags has taken over industry the woriers

will romain 'cogs! in an anarcho-syndicalisitthat I was

nproduction machine, But the whole point
of taking over, of establishing worker!'s
self-management, is to end the alienation
of work. What's the point of being in |
control of industry if you're still  doing
boring or dangerous or irrelevant work,

40 *the .class struggle they

as I asked for this debate to be carried on
without acrimony but I didn't realisc then
de-ling with people who professcd
~ full-blown ideology of middle-class clitism.
o Tony Kearney
Afterthoughts co-operatives and communcs may
have a role to play in overthrowing capitalis
(the IWW organizes co—operatives into the
vnion as union shops) but as an alternative
are a dead-end,

There arec more things to be said on this sub

ject but I'm trying to write & letter, not
a, book (you could have fooled me —The
Typist)s, Se let me finish by dealing with
Poul'ns offensive and provocative article.

e tells us that an anarchist society “will

-

_evervone" (even the
the rich and powerful). On

have %o include
bourgeoisic and
the contrary,
an anarchist society 1is
categories of people,
ruling cless will be 1rilled during the
violent phrse of the revolwiiin (this is,
as Balmunin pointed outy neither ethical,
nor desirable, simpl¥ inevitanle); those
who survive that period will be ingegrated
into the working class which will expand
to include the whole of humanity, destroy
the ivision between manual and mental
labour, city and, country, and thereby
sintroduce the classless society.

Some members of the

Paul reckong that his ideas would anpeal
more to the "Jomes CGoldsmiths of this
world® than to those he terms "the lumnen
proles™., The reverse applies to anarchism,
thercfore, I deduce that Paul is not an
anapchist. ife believes that anarcnism 1s
a nroduct ofmiddle class minds%., Let me
cuote Kropotkins t Vot out of the univer-
aitiea thercfore does anarchism COMCeo s
anarchism was born among tiae peonle, and
s+ will continue to be full of life and
creative rower only as long as it remeins
a thing of the people's " anarchism, like
211 other revolutionary movements was
born amons the people in the struggles of
real 1life and not in the ~hilosopher's
studio." |
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Obviously those who through privileg
privation) have goined o higher stan
of cducation can contribute & arcat de
to the elabhoration of ideaXxs o8 social
cmancipation, and the gencrous spirits
among this category will turn to the
working class whose labour allowed them
the mexyiimge time o atudy and reflect.
Thoso who put on airs end graces snd
boast of how they rese through teducation
and agpiration® to the giddy heights of
the middle class are beneath contemnpt -
p~thetic, tragi-comic fisures.
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I'm sorry if this scunds bitter, csneclially

of Tom and Paul's articles:

| Tom ‘starts off v saying that DAM's
aims and principles arce 19th centurys
surely whot matters is how rclevant the ideas
of anarcho—syndicalism are today, He also
soys that anarchists do mot need tradition,
ut we nced to know the mistakes and achiocw

A eriticism

onc of the things that definesvements of anarchists in the past =0 that
the absence of such we can learn from thome Tom asks

t"What is
the working class?!— Jhe working class is
made up of peonle who work and have no
control over that work, they arc atthe bos
ttom of a whole pyramid of bosses from the
foremen or chicf clerk upwards. It is & g
cstion of money and power= the more of cach
s person has, the more he 1s dependant om
he police and courts to protect him and his
Hroperty. S0 as amarchists we hawe clcar
cnemics, both the repressive institutions sux
ag prisans and the pcople who depend upon
thoem for their power and privilegc.

Ag for the workers of Britain bcing
he capitalists of the. world "reclying on
#he slavery of South American: and Third Worl:
inhabitants fo r their contimiing prosperity"
this #c rubhish, Thosc who cxpleit the #dhird
world arc tho ruling classesin thosc coun=
triecs, and the muldinational companics. At
the time of thc Britishaompire=mosﬁzof‘the
British pcoplc werc atarving and living in
slums~ it was the rulers and capitaliste
who benefitted from imperialismsg

()

Tom dismisscs the greater part of soo-
icty- the working class— becauso they arc
chasing aftor consumer goods, but sc 18 tho
reat of socicty. The greatest hone for anem—
rchism lice among thosc who arc cxpected

to work for B0 gr 60 yoars at jobs whiclh

do mot intorcst them. Tom placcs his hones
on students and the disaffectced middle class
Cortainly students have initiatcd social
unhevals— France 66 for oxampnley but they
failed bécausc the studonts failcd to galn
working class supporte Only in countrics
suech Spain whcrc masscs of work.rs and
pecasants formed the anarchist movemcn®

wag anything rcally achicved, cven if cnly
for comec thrcc ycars,
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Tora soys tho workers should not talkc
ovor the mcans of production beccausc & o}
of goods arc producced which src not nccded-




The point is thc productiomr is takenr over
antthen dhepecople as a wholce decide what is
apecesSsary and unnccesSsary. Tom also says
that what is nceded is groups ¥ aiming to
sutigrow rather than overthrow the Statc.
Apparently he thinks, likc Lenin, that the
Statc will, "wiithcr away™ by some magical
NYrOCeSSs while all#d¥ thesc so-called anar-
zhists sit around twiddling thceir thumbs,
The Statc keeps growing stronger and could
lestroy we all by nuclecar war or other
ncans unlcess we destroy 1t first, It will
wt go away if we turn our backs to it
Jommunce and co-~opcratives are stceps on the
vay to & frove socicty, seo is the goncral
strike, occupation of workplacecs and armcc
strugglcs

As for Pauls articlc "somctimes I'm
wFraid that it will be harder to bring the
iumpenproles to our way of thinking than
the Jamcs Goldsmiths of this werld", For
nis infarmation it is the "lummonproles™®
+heo Have donce the fighting for -Liorchismy,
Tis fdea that the middle class have pro=-

Juccd most of the informed thought, writing

and action (?) for anarchism, and will do
0 i the futurc, is rother like the Marx-
st idca of the Vanguard Party. Certainly
sons of the rich, cven Princes (Kronotkin)
“ave fought for anarchism, But it would not
1ave hermed the anarchist movement much if
thoy had nover cxistied; what was and is
importent is the support of thousands of
sorking people willing to fight, in all
acnscs of the word, for anm anarchist soc-

Zo‘b'y.
Dave Brown (DAM membor)

A countor blast from Toms

{ am sorfy that Tony assumecd that the
ritriolic repliecs to his last letior werc
rvimed at him personally,I thought he would
~galisc that they werce written primarily %o
srovoke the "slumbering majority™ of NEAF
into responding. This largely failed, tho'
To were pleasced to hecar from Dave., I would
iike to de-dscalatc the debate to a morc
sivilized level, and hope that wherc prov-—
seation failed cncouragement may succccde

fhe corrceapondence so far has brought out
slearly our differcnces, and has prescnted
an illusion of total disagrecmentde
sur points of agrccement arc far morc impor-
tants we all belicve thag the capltall t
system is
naintaincd by increasingly authoritarian
scchniquese We all believe that rcvelution
is incvitable, sooner or later, and we all
oelicve that unless the pcoplc sicze power

for theomsclves, ragher then allowing an clite

“tomporary” powers, we arc going 1o be back

- you 18

However g

rotten to the corcyand can only be

-

in the same boat before you can say Kronutadt,

Our differcnces l¥ein the question of strategy.
Tony and Dave arc obviously convinced that
propagendising the workers is the corrcct and
most important strategy at present. I agree
that without thc workcrs, rcvolution 1is
impossibles they are the largest class, and
produce the goods and services nccessary 1o
the whole community. But, I reiterate, this
doee not make them all automatically the good
quys, and the middle class automatically the
bad guys. "There is one thing worse than the
degsirc to command, and that is the will %o
obeye." The majority of the working classcs 18
quite happy with the prescnt system and docsnt
heve either the courage, the training or the
knowledge to kick against it; in fact, far fro
displaying the virtues of solidarity and mutua
aid, many of them are willing to stab their
comracdes in the back by fighting to maintain
pay differentials, or refusing te strike in
sympathy. In short, at prescnt, the politiocal
awarencss and motivation of the workers 1is
very low.

Thig criticism of the workers is in no way a
defense of the present system, it is merely
s recognition of our currcent limitations.
Their ig no point in cxpecting a sudden radic-
alising of the workers unless something major
occurs to precipitate thzis the dccision to
bite the hand that secms to have been fecding
not lightly taeken. Thus, propaganda
in the factorics and work places is bound %o
have a low impact for the {time beings; whilst
cssentialy it is not nccessarily the most
important activity Jjust now.

What kind of major cvent would radicalise the

workers? Here we must be careful not to
commit the mistakes of the Trotsy, and run
around trying to precipiate mpsm'The Crisis’
by any meand possiblce Capitalism has devel-
oped methods of dealing with meny traditional
meang of protest - strikes over pay arc a
temporary annoyance to thc system, not &

blow to the heart. We must analysc the

power structurc in more detail to find out
wherc action will be most effectives My own
view is that the nuclcar powcr issue is the
vital onc at presente If capitalism is
alloved to expand the nuclear programme; this
will allow it to continuc functioning relat-
ively smoothly., To prevent this would causc
s radical changze in direction of the indust-
rialising process — it must bc more decentral

jscd and autonomous which can only work in
our favour. Also, highlighting the dangers

of nuclear power will show pcople just what
the system is willing t& do to cnsurc iis
continuation, The endless serics of accident:
sorves as a constant reminder to the pcople
just how much the systom carcs for them as
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* individuals, So the strugglc against nuc~ cmbourgediscment of the industrial working
lear power isnot just a 'radical chic! side. glass., NMurray Bookchin has pointcd out that
issue, it is central to the larger strmgglee Bakunin saw the most revelutionary classes tc

be the uprooted peasontry and urban declassce
Regarding the rcevolutiom, Tony scems to sce: wiho transitional and lumpeniged classeos of
the workers as being autematiocally in fawvour gooioty today (such as blacks, drop-out yout
7f anarchism, and all othors as Boing auwlo= poople like studonts, intellcctuals and arti
natically ageinst it, I cammot soc this who are not rooted in the factory system, an
happoning; many workers aro going to want youn workors whoso allegiance to tho work
a now contralist power structurc %o roplace othic has boon shakon by cultural factors)

the old oncy as will many mombews of tho arc tho most radical clements in tho world
nourgeoisic, We must fight bBoth equally- today." Post-Scarocity Anarchism p 227,

it £fs a classless, froo sociotly wo are

irying %o croate, not a workers' siate, Both Tony and Dave arc kidding theomsclves if
Anyone who is willing to fight for this they imagine that anarchism appcals to today

objcotive ought to bo welcomed, irvespcot~  matorialist worker. And I'd particularly
ive of the ocoupation of thoir paronts, f.0 like to point out to Dave that thosc who
thoir» ‘class?, gain in any measurc from the exploitation of

| othors arc themselves exploiters, It is
Finally, regarding dropping out, I adnit that jrrefutable +that oven today we operato a
28 & diroect contributionr to the rewolution- grstom of buying cheap ~thereby enslaving
ary struggle, it isnot too helpful., It d00s workers in the Third World - and sclling dex
sorve othor purposcs, though. first of ally, or uncocssary goods (in the lattor calegory
it shows by oxampleo, (rather i theory) both wecapons, and dried milk for babics,

that altornative seinte—ef-wiew wx's of figuro prominently). Surcly it is morally
living Yo the ruclear family, 9-5 vork, morc wrong for workors to so oxploit than
Serow-youJack arc possiblo,and arc morec for oapitalists since the former lmow what

fulfilling to tho individuwals involved, After it is like to be on tho receiving ond?

all, onc of the atiractions of anawchism is |

tho promiso it holds out to pooplo as indi- Now I'm dropping out of this dobatc sinoo,

viduals ratlier than as mambors of a work- tho' I believe we should think for ourselves

foroo, pexrts of a hicrarchy or nmumbors omwa it is cloar that I have a lot of background

-unchecard, It also offors the possibility roading still to doj futurc contributions

{as yot largoly unoxploited) of sctting up won't necessarily be improved with lots of

~w altornative producti on and distribution guotos,but e onc is going to have reason to

aetwork such as the syndicalists adwvocato, call me a tragi-comio figure, or, worsc, a

tut onc which Is not Bound by tho undosir—  Marxist! T would also like to oxplore

ablc aspoots of the capitalist syntom. furthor the possibility of both long and
oo short term gains through understanding and

I think that a oynthosis of Tony's histor= i (to whatover oxtent possible) controlir

foal avarcnoss and my own Utopianism is both; the media while waiting for the Revolution,

'pOﬂSfblO and ncoossary H I hopce this artiole Suggestions wone?

gocs somo way towards oromting it.

s EVENTSs
o dbw ot g NEAF Confercenco... 3rd Novembers..ll.00am,
Panlte datns Shoffield, 4 Havelock Sq. (scc map).

As Tony points out, my lauding of tho middle Crashing spaco availablo for those staying

t ~ t
slass was provocative, deliboratly so. ,‘ overnight, : . |
ﬁGVGrthgicss’ I gtand?bw'moat_of the contqut, NGWOGStleooo”Anardhlam" (“E&»Orgo) 24th.OQ$b

ovon tho' I'd gladly forget the pompus tonce. .};a";z:di“nm" (Tyneside Socialist Centre)
7 ‘Bakuni " | Manchostor...Torness Alliance Meeting 27-8 ©
;;m&gg::“ thouzh:f m;{,ob::ntﬁgofmaﬁﬁoxft It is rumourcd that the organisati.pn of a,
ing to James Joll, had a passion for propoerly delogated, national mvﬂ“mil
‘ostablishing largely imaginary scorct soo=- be tl_xo main topic of discussion. No er
iotios...on the basis of a 'strict hiorarchy dotails available,

and unconditional obodicnco'", is not my

xind of anarchist. That's crypto~Bolshevism.

I havon't turncd my back on the hiorarchy of

middlec managoment to have ANY othor kind

imposod on me, cven in the name of the

Revolution,

I would have appreciated somcthing from the
vigionary Bakunin, from the man who saw

further than Marx and predicted the
amhait ocnnd coment of the industrial working




