What must be abolished ... to secure liberty? First of all, of course, the thing that invades
you most, that handicaps or prevents your free activity; the thing that interferes with your
liberty and compels you to live differently from what would be your own choice. That thing

IS government.

Alexander Berkman, ‘ABC of Anarchism’

letters
Dear comrades,

Thanks for the last edition of the Yorkshire Anarchist, which is
good as usual. I must, however, take issue with this notion of
"post-industrial age’. This is a peculiarly euro-centric vision of
the world. A good portion of the planet is pre-industrial, indeed
a large part of the world population dies before its first birthday
for want of basic food or water. In the third world industry, such
as 1t 1s, 1s the traditional smoke-stack variety, heavy industrial
dark satanic mills, highly labout intensive. Notions that “The
traditional class-war fought on the industrial front...has all but
disappeared” is, on a world scale, anything but true. Even in
Europe, and in Britain, this is hardly the case, is it? Haven’t we
just seen mass industrial struggles of health workers, rail-
workers, teachers, and many others? Wherever one set of
people is forced to sell its labour power to the employers who
buy it, the traditional class war will remain. True, sources of
mass employment in traditional heavy industry, highly union-
ised and strike prone, has been decimated. Patterns of em-
ployment have changed, along with growth in umemployment,
and this has caused a relative decline in strike statistics and
union membership. However, more than 50% of all people in
work are in unions, and industrial action is still a common
feature of working life, even in white collar professions and
among groups of workers who previoulsy would never have
dreamed of contemplating strike action. In the rest of Europe
unions and strikes are still common as has been seen by a whole
succession of general strikes in various countries just recently.
This is not to say the other process ‘the excluded and the in-
cluded’ is not also taking place, separately and at the same time.
As workers we are of course also robbed and exploited as
consumers. and just basically as people away from work. The
class war ancient and modern continues.

Dave Douglass

news

THE 80th ANNIVERSARY of the death of IWW leader Joe
Hill will be marked by a concert, exhibitions, poetry and films.
The concert will be given by Shefficld Socialist Choir on
17-19 November. Contact 100 Leader Road. Sheffield.
0114-2330 525.

KATE WITHAM, a peace campaigner, has been charged with
causing criminal damage of £21.500 to one of the radomes at
the US spy base at Menwith Hill.

NOT CONTENT with sticking people in a hole to dig profits
for them, RJB Mining is now forcing unemployed miners to
pay for the privilege! Any former miner wishing to rejoin the
industry must pay £88 for a medical, £65 ‘operational fee’ and
£1200 trainming costs - a total of £1353. No wonder Richard

Budge, boss of RJB, can give himself bonuses of £42.531 on
top of his £235,000 salary and fees.

haus sommes le pouvoir

We are the State

dales red rambles
A Senes of Guided Walks in the Yorkshire Dales for Social-
ists, Anarchists, Libertarians, Greens.
Sun 14th October 1995

BISHOPDALE

West Burton to Swinithwaite - 6 miles

Meet outside West Burton village School at 11.00am
Sun 12th November 1995

LOWER WHARFEDALE

Grassington to Yambury and Hebden - 7 miles

Meet Grassington Main Square at 10.45 am
Sun 10th December 1995

AIREDALE

Skipton to Flasby - 7 miles.

Meet outside Skipton Castle at 11.00am
On all walks bring walking boots, waterproofs, food &
drink
For further info. tel 01756 799002

YORKSHIRE £A}NARCHISTS  c/o BOX EMAB, 88 ABBEY STREET, DERBY

SHEFFIELD ANARCHISTS - PO BOX 446, SHEFFIELD S1 INY
LEEDS ANARCHIST GROUP - ¢/o 145-149 CARDIGAN ROAD, LEEDS LS6 1LJ

TYNESIDE ANARCHIST GROUP - PO BOGX 1TA, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE NE99 1TA
EAST MIDLANDS ANARCHISTS - BOX EMAB, 88 ABBEY STREET, DERBY
COUNTER INFORMATION - PO BOX HP171, LEEDS LS6 1XX

FLUX COLLECTIVE - BOX A, RAINBOW CENTRE, 180 MANSFIELD ROAD, NOTTINGHAM
NORTHERN ANARCHIST NETWORK - c¢/o PO BOX 446, SHEFFIELD S1 INY
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1993 is the tenth anniversary
of the murder of eleven
people in the police attack on
the MOVE house in Osage
Avenue, Philadephia.

Formed in 1972, MOVE is a
predominantly Black radical
utopian movement, with per-
haps 100 - 150 members, based
mostly 1n or around Philadel-
phia. MOVE’s position is an
uncompromising attack on a
system they see as thoroughly
corrupt, and which is destroy-
ing the planet through the use
of modern technology. Al-
though they are essentially
pacifists, their openly defiant

attitude has regularly attracted

the ire of the authorities, re-
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By R. Cobb reprinted from Extra (1968).

AUTUMN 1995

anniversary of MOVE
massacre
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sulting in violent confronta-
tions.

In 1977-78 Philadelphia police
blockaded one of the group’s
compounds for nearly a year.
During a police assault with
high pressure water hoses, a
bulldozer and  automatic
weapons a police officer was
killed, almost certainly in the
police crossfire. Nine MOVE
members were each sentenced
to 90-100 years in prison for
his murder.

When MOVE members set up
house at 6221 Osage Avenue,
they immediately began mak-
(continued on next page)
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wa-ter waste!

YORKSHIRE, in keeping
with the rest of the British
Isles, has been bathed in
sunshine during a summer that
has broken all the records.
Whilst the sun has been very
welcome, the lack of rain (it
was the driest summer since
records began) has led to an
‘inevitable’ water shortage -
inevitable in that over the
years we have become accus-
tomed to periods of drought
leading to requests to cut
down on water usage followed
by hose-pipe bans and similar
measures. There 1s, after all, a
logical link between a lack of

ity of people. But what of the
stuff itself? What about water
and the way we see it? Is it a
resource or is it a commodity?
In the capitalist society water,
like everything else, is a
commodity to be bought and
sold in order to make profits.
I, in the process of making
profits, that commodity runs
short, so be it - in fact so much
the better, because a shortage
of a commodity means that its
price can be raised which in
turn leads to greater profit. We
live in a world where vast
stores of foodstuffs are de-
stroyed each year, not because

rainfalland all the people
i md“c‘i‘l’l’; Yorkshire Water has -L‘;V;hge;"gg
availability | one of the highest but because
of water! | Jeakage rates in the | prices need to
However, | ¢ | be regulated.
what has Lcoun 24 We live In a

thrown the

cat amongst the pigeons this
year is the revelation that
Yorkshire Water loses 103
million gallons of treated wa-
ter every day through leakage.
A third of all the water that
leaves the reservoirs never
reaches the taps. Yorkshire
Water has one of the highest
leakage rates in the country
but i1s by no means alone and
the media has had a field-day
attacking the water companies

. for the ‘wasted water scandal’.
. The Labour Party, too, has
- joined the rumpus calling for

tighter regulation and greater
investment, whilst for the To-
ries, environment secretary
John Gummer blamed it all on
pre-privatisation bureaucracy.
The real crux of the matter,
however, was given air by a
city analyst who explained that
water companies had to ensure
that they could both satisfy the
needs of the consumer and the
sharecholder at the same time.

There is very little point wast-
ing paper discussing the ob-
scene  amounts company
chairmen and their ilk pay
themselves; the obscenity has
been recognized by the major-

world where
landlords, both private and
municipal. would rather have
houses boarded up or knocked
down that have them taken
over by the homeless. We live
in a world where pits are
sealed for good, not because
the there is no longer a need
for coal or because mining is a
filthy and dangerous occupa-
tion, but because they do not
make money. What kind of
madness 1s this that allows
such waste of the essentials of
life?
The money-system is by its
very nature wasteful. It 1s a
system devised to benefit the
few at the expense of the
many. It 1s a system that is not
only inefficient but morally
indefensible. It is a system that
will continue to wantonly
squander necessities until we
stop seeing the earth’s re-
sources as commodities and
view them as assets for the
benefit of all humankind.
When will we stop the ac-
countants and bureaucrats
running the world? When will
we take back what is ours?
Nick
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