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Comfort and I obviously have a great 
measure of agreement on the importance 
of emotional security and happiness as 
being the prerequisite for the healthy 
development of children, and also on the 
necessity for self-regulation in conduct. 
But I think he greatly underestimates the 
vast misery inflicted on children by the 
love-starved adult world; he seems to see 
in the revolutionary attack on conven
tional morals a bogey, since it threatens 
the security of theoretically established 
social customs. That these family and 
sexual customs exist in theory only, is 
revealed by all honest studies of the 
question—notably by the Kinsey Report; 
the reality is a welter of contradictory and 
unstable practices, which we need have 
no compunction in trying to replace by 
saner habits in accordance with the 
experience of our own lives.
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One way of fighting Authority is to run away from 
society in groups, and to set up free communities, more or less isolated 

from Authoritarian society. This is being done now by the Doukhobors on Vancouver 
Island and by some of the Jewish settlers in Israel. It was done by Russian workers 
in 1917 and by Spanish workers in 1936, and both Russia and Spain might still 
have been working anarchies, had not Authoritarian neighbours intervened. 

(To be continued)

the I.W.M.A. 
Working-Men’s 

A.I.T. is the anarcho- 
syndicalist International to which syndi
calist trade-union movements, particularly 
those of the Latin and Scandinavian 
countries, are affiliated. Its headquarters 
are in Stockholm.]

EAFFIRMING what has been said 
in the resolution on Syndicalism (see 

Freedom, 27th May), in which industrial 
action was considered as the most apt 
means of developing libertarian ideas, in 
view of the broad popular support which 
it engenders, the International Anarchist 
Congress declares its support of the 

considering it a genuine 
workers ’organisation with a truly inter
national character, and whose revolution
ary aim is clearlv defined.• •

In consequence, the Congress recom
mends support for the development of the 
I.W.M.A.’s activities by participation, 
where possible, in the organisation or 
among the rank and file, always stressing 
its ultimate aims .

ANARCHISM AND ITS 
RELATIONS WITH 

OTHER
MOVEMENTS

Our position towards 
International

Association, or

As a specifically anarchist movement 
our relations with the I.W.M.A. could 
be of the closest and most active kind; 
even more than relations, a frank and 
cordial collaboration in all possible fields.

OUTDOOR MEETINGS every Sunday at 
7 pjn. at • ' 

MAXWELL STREET 
with

Frank Leach, John Gaffney, Eddie She*. 
J. Raesida

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT 
Discussion Group hold fortnightly. 
Sunday, June 18th, at 3.0 p.m. 

at 
Twisters and Drawers Club, 

Cambridge Street, Colne (Lanas.)
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suggests that closer ties should exist be
tween young libertarians throughout the 
world, either by direct contact or with the 
fraternal support of the international 
anarchist movement.
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We must point out the necessity to 
maintain and to establish fraternal and 
constant relations with Libertarian youth 
movements, with a view to influencing the 
greatest number of people with our 
ideas. We believe that by this method we 
can effectively contribute to awaken 
anarchist personalities and to retain them 
in our movement.

Believing that relations between dif
ferent nations and their understanding of 
one another are the most solid basis for 
an effective internationalism, the congress

Socialist “Control” and
Bourgeois “Freedom

Anarchists neither support bourgeois 
rationing nor fall for Conservative 
demands for ‘•freeing” of production 
and the market. The one is at best 
a half-hcurted compromise, shot full of 
loop-holes; while the latter, although it 
may increase the total volume of pro
duction, nevertheless benefits the rich 
while worsening the economic position 
of the lowest income groups.

What is required is not rationing in 
the sense of a nice weighing-up of so 
much of this and so much of that for 
each individual member of society; 
rather is it the general application of 
the idea that everyone has a right to 
free participation in both the necessities 
and the pleasure-giving things of life.
Everyone needs to have a feeling of 
responsibility in the organization of 
production, so that production is de
signed to meet the needs and the vary
ing desires of all. To try and achieve 
a socially- desirable result through 
modifying a market economy in such 
trifling measures such as price Control 
(coupled inevitably with si age control) 
and rationing, while increasing con
fusion by a rigorously centralized 
economic planning which only divorces 
production still further from influence 
by consumers—such an endeavour is 
clearly foredoomed, and has now been 
repeatedly shown to be worthless. The 
astonishing thing is that intelligent 
men and women should bend their 
energies and blunt their feelings in 
trying to make so cumbersome and 
destructive a machinery work.

London, E.l, Published by Freedom Press, 27 Red Lton Street, koodoo, W.O.L

market enabling the rich to 
escape the rigours of a more 
equitable distribution of goods.

Another Aspect
Rationing had also, however, 

another aspect quite uncon
cerned with justice and ideas 
of fairness. It was part of the 
great wartime campaign to limit 
spending, and as such became 
increasingly irksome as limiting 
variety in consumable goods. In 
recent years this aspect has be
come more and more important 
to the Government and also to 
the Opposition. The abolition of 
this or that form of rationing 
was freely promised during the
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I would derive pleasure rather 
than pain from other people's admiration 
of the woman I loved.” In my dis
cussion of jealousy, I was not concerned 
with admiration. Basking in other men’s 
admiration of our womenfolk is, of 
course, common enough; and it does not 
contribute to women’s freedom. The 
bourgeoisie lavish jewels upon their wives 
to this end, and show them off like their 
fine cars and horses to excite admiration. 
The emancipation of women involves a 
departure from this male attitude.

the consumer of the lower in
come groups—were only recog
nized when, during the first 
world war. the capitalist classes 
of the various . warring states 
found that their survival de
pended on their ability to 
enlist the working-class in their 
economic battles. For the 
workers, rationing is justified on 

oral and equalitarian grounds:
for the ruling-class it is a matter 
of necessary manoeuvring at par
ticular stages of their struggles, 
and the moral gloss is far
thinner—an argument in pro-

It is as
remember that this

permeates election campaigns, and there 
can be little doubt that the 
present relaxations are motivated 
in considerable part by the desire 
of the Government to woo the 
voters with an eye on the 
General Election. There can be 
no doubt also, however, that 
when goods are taken off the 
ration, their prices tend to rise, 
and of course they pass out of 
they spending range of the 

sections of the
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Below we continue the publication 
of translations of the resolutions 
passed at the International Anarchist 
Congress, held at the end of last year 
in Paris. (Previous articles appeared 
in our issues of 2ist January, 4th 
March. 1st, 15th and 29th April, and 
27th May.)

“GIVE FOOD AWAY,” 
U.S. FARMERS CRY

IT ashington.
VV/E of the U.S.A, must give away’ 

the food that we can’t eat and can’t
sell—give it away quickly and give it 
away generously,” a farm group has- 
declared here after conferences with 
government and agricultural leaders.

That was the conclusion of 50 farmers,, 
farm wives and others in farm-related jobs 
who spent two weeks in a seminar 
sponsored by the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation and the American 
Friends Service Committee.

We believe we must drastically curtail 
our budgeting for war, and spend more 
real money on peace,” the farmers state
ment went on.
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UNION OF ANARCHIST GROUPS: 
CENTRAL LONDON

INDOOR L,cture-Discui»ionj 
Sunday at 730 p.m. at the 

Trade Union Club, Great Newport SL, 
W.CJ (near Leicester Square Station). 

June llth Speaker: Sam Fanaroff
COMMUNITY LIVING"

June 18th Speaker: John Hewetson
'THE FRENCH TERRORISTS AND THE 

PROPAGANDA OF THE DEED 
June 25th Anarchist speakers

OBJECTIONS TO ANARCHISM"

I"
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The International Anarchist Congrei? 
considers that the fragmentary and par
tial content of the pacifist and anti- 
militarist movements does not suitably 
represent the deeper reasons nor the 
origin of the problem of wars. The 
anarchist position on the questions to 
which pacifism is related, implies the 
complete analysis of all the social con
tradictions which are, after all, the causes 
that engender militarism and armed 
conflicts.

Nevertheless, the Congress manifests its 
sympathy for all those movements which 
are genuinely anti-war because they 
answer a deeply-rooted desire in Man for 
peace which is becoming stronger day by 
day as a result of the painful experiences 
of successive wars. The anarchist’s task 
will consist in encouraging and giving 
expression to this desire by giving it a 
social and constructive content divorced 
from any unilateral position.

Notwithstanding, it is imperative to 
declare that to constitute pacifist or anti
militarist organisms in the name of 
Anarchism represents in principle a dis
persion of efforts which not only will 
get us no nearer our goal but may even 
result in a weakening of our action in the 
domain just considered. The fact of 
devoting ourselves exclusively to sub
ordinate activities will have a negative 
effect on anarchists; a weakening of in
dispensable integral action.

to

Isn’t the need for a perpetual 
adventure being rather over- 

I don’t know why Comfort 
the romantic convention of 

calling sexual activity outside marriage
“adventure”. However, accepting his 
terms, I would flatly answer—no. 
Freedom and the Journal of Sex Educa
tion are among the very tew reputable 
journals published in this countp’ which 
will give the matter any consideration. 
In general, there is a huge understatement 
of the case.

'’fpl
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Anti-Religious Movements
The Congress points out that religious

questions cannot be limited to the domain 
of ideas, since one must analyse and judge 
them as an integral part of a combination 
of authoritarian manifestations which 
have attempted and still tend to swamp 
the social problem as a whole.

This statement therefore advises, with 
regard to anti-religious activities, the 
adoption of a pluralist attitude, similar 
to the one suggested above with regard to 
pacifism: an absolutely integral position 
towards all that religion represents and 
engenders, without forgetting any of its 
phases nor any of its manifestations. As 
with the anti-militarist problem, Congress 
draws attention to the dangers represented 
by specialisation in this field resulting, 
in a probable weakening of the move
ment as a whole.

(To be concluded.)

poorer
unity.
It is likely also that there is con

siderable truth in the Conservatives’ 
complaint that rationing, price control, 
and all the other instruments of plan
ned production* do, in fact, tic up 
industry and obstruct its capacity to 
expand. That it is the Socialists and 
not the Tories who are effecting the 
relaxation of controls need occasion 
no surprise. • In post-revolutionary 
Russia, the years of ’’War Communism” 
not only failed to draw the country’s 
economy out of disaster, but resulted 
in the ghastly famines and revolts of
1921. Even for such a ruthless 
doctrinaire as Lenin, the only way out 
was to relax controls, to reintroduce 
private enterprise, to make in fact the 
partial return to private capitalism 
which constituted the New' Economic 
Policy or “Nep” of 1923. Ironically 
enough, the Nep did rescue Russian 
economy and is looked back on by 
workers and peasants as a kind of 
golden age of comparative prosperity. 

Of course, parallel with British con
trolled economy is slight only. But 
this instance serves to show* that 
Socialists in power are more concerned 
with retaining power than with the 
application of their economic principles.

The Claims of Justice
At its best, therefore, rationing in 

our kind of society is a most imperfect

Printed by Express Printers,

expedient, 
the claims 
not wholly uninfluenced by them), but 
by the necessities of wartime, it re
tained certain ruling-class characters. 
Distribution still depended, in part, 
upon spending power, and operated 
more to prevent the superior pur
chasing power of the rich from sending 
prices rocketting up, than by enhancing 
the purchasing power of the poor.

Through and through the bourgeois 
conception of rationing is permeated 
by this conception of “purchasing 

which has nothing whatever
to do with fairness or social justice— 
and by economic considerations regard
ing limitation of spending. It can be 
regarded as a shallow compromise with 
the growing idea that everyone, 
regardless of birth or income, is 
entitled to a fair share of the available 
necessities. It does not show any 
realization that production should be 
directed towards providing an adequate 
supply of commodities for all. In any 
case, the interference with the capitalist 
method of production for a market 
which rationing and price control de
mand, are almost certainly too dis
locating for so hazardously poised a 
system of economy.

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP | general and not
rich. The rather obvious 
nutrition of the inter-war years 
has been for practical purposes 
wiped out. and there seems no 
reason to doubt the part that 
food rationing played in
taining health in wartime, and 
improving it. To say this, how
ever, is by no means to say that 
that particular problem is now' 
solved, or that no further i 
provement is possible.

And it is well to remember 
that, even during the war, there 
were a considerable number of 
persons in poorer districts who 
could not afford to take up all 
their rations. In well-to-do dis
tricts of the tow'ns. people got 
their rations and no more, be
cause everyone took them up: 
but in poorer districts the better- 
off could often secure slightly 
more by taking up the surplus at 
the retailers left by those who 
could not afford to buy all they 
were “entitled” to.

Nevertheless, the purpose of 
rationing was not. in this coun- 

i try, defeated and demoralized by 
the existence of a large black

paganda. hardly more, 
well to 
double conception 
almost all progressive legislation, 
and largely vitiates it.

Success of Rationing
It must be conceded that 

wartime rationing has been on 
the whole successful in pro
viding that adequate amounts of 
the limited food supplies have 
been available to society in 

erely to the 
tnal-

ance of mother! 
greater numl 
affectionate interest

relationships. "This means, among other 
* “i broader 

of both emotional and economic 
• are

at the mercy of the unstable existence ot

things, that children have a 
basis <_ — ,
security than is possible when. they 

a separate family in a jungle-like society.
2. “Extra-marital continence and 

“Intra-mantal continence”. The former 
means sexual abstinence outside mar
riage, and the latter means sexual 
abstinence within marriage. The lauer 
is advocated as a birth control method 
bv some Catholics: wbat it has got to 
do with free love or monogamy I do not

Perhaps Comfort confused his 
and meant “Inter-mantal conti- 

__ chastity between marriages, which 
makes better sense but is still hardly 
relevant.

3. “Cases of partner-switching which 
pass through the hands of the psychia
trist”. These show adult immaturity, says 
Comfort. Of course they do—among 
other neuroses—precisely because they 
arc, by definition, psychiatric cases'. Pre
sumably if we limit our study of cases 
of persons with liberal opinions, or 
anarchist tendencies, or Anglican prin
ciples, to those cases which pass through 
the hands of the psychiatrist, we will 
discover the neurotic roots of their per
sonalities. Such an argument is 
scientifically sound.

■
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concerning my article clouds rather 
than illuminates the issues I raised. He 
docs not seem to have entirely understood 
the article himself, and hence he un
wittingly misrepresents what 1 had to say. 
I feel that it is important that there 
should be no ambiguity about these issues, 
as the legacy of wilful moral obscurantism 
is too often replaced by intellectual

1. Changes of parents. 
Comfort means, presumably, is

(Continued)

is for the Question of How? How can a minority begin to rid the world of 
Authority, seeing that it tends to perpetuate itself? We admit that getting anarchy 

(or society with Authority) is much harder than keeping it, but we believe, nevertheless, 
that freedom can arise, even out of this Authoritarian chaos. Four of the ways in 
which the abolition of Authority may be brought about, may be alphabeticalised 
as the Running Away method, Syndicalism, the Teaching method, and 
U nauthoritarianism.

of children, as the outcome 
diversity. The concept
entails'a recognition of the true unport- 

d, and it follows that a 
r of adults have an 

____ _____ simultaneously in the 
children, irrespective of their own sexual

II
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the legacy of wilful moral obscurantism 
too often replaced by intellectual 

haziness.
1 wish to clear up five of the main 

points of confusion arising from 
Comfort's letter.

1. Changes

changes of those in loco parentis (93 one 
cannot change ones parents); this. must 
logically include nurses, schoolteachers 
and family friends, who make up the 
adult medium on which the child lives. 
I certainlv did not advocate such 
changes. The concept of the monogamous 
family does in fact, imply divorces,

MM
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control
secure

police, 
to pay. 
laugh.

the last people to realise when 
through force of time and cir-

in so far as this term has meaning
Its overt aim is to see that in a situation 

I

cumstance, they have gradually 
become conservatives."

THE TAXI
STRIKE

and to it go 
Birmingham.

SECRETS of the
ONE of the great advantages of being

a regular reader of the daily press

also, 
united.

the public recently which have illustrated 
each one of these approaches. A radio 
feature on the islands of Aran, off the 
west coast of Ireland, told the story of 
how the islanders have had literally to 
make the soil from which they wring their 
meagre living. The Isles of Aran are 
bare rock jutting from the wild Atlantic, 
and the dwellers there have gathered 
handsful of soil from nooks and crannies 
and, together with sand and seaweed from 
the shore, have spread it over the rock,

to make a fertile top-soil. To break the 
force of the wind and prevent the soil 
from blowing away, they have covered the 
islands with networks of rock walls, 
patiently placing stone on stone, so that 
after years and years a simple living can 
be maintained for themselves and their 
livestock.

In the Midlands of England, in fertile 
Worcestershire, no such struggle has been 
necessary. The rich, deep soil readily 
yields its harvests, and generations of 
fanning folk have made this part of the 
country famous for fruit, for wheat
production (30 cwt. per acre as compared 
with 19 cwt. for the rest of England and 
7 cwt. for America), and for pastureland. 

. . . and Destroying It
This land is not only useful and pro-

MOTIVE 
FOR 

MURDER
A

deviation from the normal is treated as a 
crime.
found himself unable
barriers society
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Will De-Rationing Meet
TAURING the last few months the Government have relaxed y m 4. -. ..... .......Our NEEDS ?

organiser beforehand, but to ally this with 
with party politics. However, several 
organisations are already doing this job, 
and when the time comes they will jump 
on to whatever bandwaggon is going. 
We are afraid that the ex-militants of the 
type known everywhere, who made the 
grade in party politics and became 
party leaders, who have already achieved, 
or will ultimately achieve, positions of 
power, will soon push amateurs like 
young Cholmondelev-Cholmondcley off 
the cart.

In the nineteenth century the 
distribution of goods according 
to spending power seemed quite 
natural to administrators and to 
the bulk of the ruling class. 
That it should to-day appear ob
viously unjust is an indication 
that the moral element which 
the earlier socialists and re
formers imported into the dis
cussion of political and economic

of scarcity, the normal operation of capitalist economics is to some 
extent suspended, and the usual outcome of scarcity, a consider
able rise in prices, prevented. If it is not prevented, of course, 
the scarce commodities, even though they be necessities like basic 
foods, become available only to the higher income groups and pass 
right out of the range of the working-class family.

relationships has, at least to 
some extent, permeated thought 
in the twentieth century. The 
capitalist idea that it was quite 
fit that a commodity’s scarcity 
should determine its price, and 
hence its distribution, was 
largely unquestioned a century 
ago; to-day such an economic 
mechanism is execrated under 
the title of black market.

We now try to see Mr. Willoughby 
d’Eresby Walmisley in the light of a 
Maquis leader in South Wales—we try 
to divorce him—name, accent and all— 
from his large house with trim lawns in 
the fashionable part of Surrey, and

Making and
Destroying

THERE are at least three ways of looking on cultivated land, 
be looked upon as a heritage from generations of hard-worki

14-- 4----

URING the last few months the Government have relaxed 
the control of food consumption through rationing to a very 

considerable extent, and it may be opportune to consider the 
whole question in its broader aspects. Rationing represents an 
attempt made by a government to regulate consumption in the 
interests of the “community”
in a society like ours.

No. 12
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injunctions that the British secret police 
should do so were unheeded. A lucky 
bomb did, it is said, manage to destroy 
some of the old ones, but the new ones 
were built up again fast enough.

It may be, of course, that alone among 
the countries of Europe, the British secret 
police would not, in the event of a Hitler 
victory, have handed over the political 
dossiers of ail elements liable to be dis
affected against Nazism. Had this unique 
event occurred it would have been a 
considerable surprise and perhaps dis
appointment to the police of the fascist 
countries, who so seldom failed to get the 
co-operation accorded to them by inter
national usage owing to any indignation 
at Belsen and Buchenwald, before these 
became war-slogans.

We must ask ourselves, too, what 
ingenious exercise the hidden brains of 
our internal espionage system have 
thought up in the event of a Russian 
invasion? Can it be that even at this 
moment young Archibald Cholmondeley- 
Cholmondeley, special agent, is taking up 
residence in the Gorbals, and preparing 
for the day when he will be able to call 
upon the Glaswegians to rise against their 
oppressors (making' it quite plain, of 
course, which he means)? We would 
point out to our regular but anonymous 
readers in Whitehall responsible for such 
high jinks that there is only one way

THERE are at least three ways of looking on cultivated land. It can 
be looked upon as a heritage from generations of hard-working men 

and women of the past, who have tilled the soil with love and care, keeping 
it fertile and in good heart because there is a fundamental relationship 
between the well-being of man and the well-being of the land.
Or it can be looked upon simply

because it is good to look upon, be
cause there is great satisfaction in
seeing the beauty of fat acres of
farming land, patterned by plough
and pasture. Or, the land can be
looked upon as a means of gening
rich quick.

Making the Soil . . .
Three stories have been presented to

11111II4iHill

picture him away from his “Three maids 
to run the house, gardener to care for 
the lawns, chauffeur to drive his two 
luxury cars”—and see him down in dear 
old smoky Glamorgan—the resistance 
leader of the coal-miners, the sabotage 
organiser of the steel-workers, the agitator 
of Neath or Merthyr Tydfil in the strug
gle against the English Gestapo.

Was Mr. Willoughby d’Eresby 
Walmisley the only actor in this wonder
ful game which must have cheered up 
many a soul in the dark days of 1940? 
That hardly seems credible. Doubtless 
the tentacles of this embryonic Maquis 
stretched all over the country. Perchance 
many bright lads with ‘Varsity voices and 
hyphenated names descended upon the be
wildered boilermakers of the Tyne and 
the puzzled pitmen of the Severn, and 
informed them that they were there to 
lead the sabotage, strikes and agitation— 
only needless to say, not too soon. One 
can only ask in wonderment how much 
of the compulsory charity wc allow them 
they threw away on this incredible 
manoeuvre, by which M.I.5 evidently 
imagined it was going to change ■ itself 
as if by the touch of a magic wand into 
a revolutionary organisation, in the event 
of a German invasion.

Such a revolutionary organisation 
would have had to struggle against the 
English Gestapo which would be working 
for the Quisling Government—that was 
already plain enough in 1940, and cer
tainly M.I.5 knew it, since they read the 
columns of predecessor ITor Commentary 
avidly enough, and everything was ex
plained to them there. And where did 
the Germans obtain their local national 
Gestapos? Not from the insignificant 
fascist organisations which gave off only 
a few premature traitors and small-frv 
collaborators, but in the main from the 
police forces already existing. And the 
way for M.l.S to defeat the Nazi grip 
tightening would be simply to dissolve 
itself and burn it own records. Alas, our

CTRIKES of public transport servicel 
are always unpopular with the general 

public because they are inconvenienced. 
In the recent taxi strike in London the 
very nature of the industry helped the 
workers to strike at their employers while 
at least a partial service was maintained 
for the public.

This was because a third of London’s 
taxis are owner-driven; two-thirds are 
driven by employees of large firms of 
taxi owners, and it was against these 
owners that the strike for a larger 
mission on fares was directed.

Cab-drivers receive one-third of their 
takings, plus tips, and the strikers—and 
the strike was official, believe it or not—• 
were demanding a forty per cent, share,, 
now that taxi fares have been increased 
to the public. The employers, of course, 
resisted, saying they could not afford it 
with the increased price of petrol, but the 
drivers maintain that increased fares will 
reduce the number of hirings and there
fore their commission.

The owner-drivers co-operated widi 
the strikers by arranging for them to 
take out their cabs on a shift basis, and 
so many of the strikers have thereby 
managed to earn a living independently of 
their bosses, for whom there has been no 
blacklegging. At the time of writing the 
strike is still on, but there are signs that 
the employers are being forced to give 
way and already many of the smaller 
firms are acceding to the strikers’ 
demands.

In th is Issue:

Let us realise, more seriously, that in 
the event of such an invasion the very 
people now engaged in the witch-hunts 
and purges of Communists and other 
sympathisers with Russian Imperialism 
(who will ultimately extend this purge in 
time of war to those anti-war and not 
merely pro-the-other-side), will be the 
most likely collaborationists. The Nazis 
never recruited their police chiefs from 
the odd boobs who drifted to fascist 
meetings; in the case of men like Chiappe, 
they were the officials already established, 
and determined to remain established. If 
the Russians had to establish a govern
ment based on the Communist movement, 
they would soon fail. Bur their likeliest 
Quislings are those people now most 
respectable, patriotic and anti-Russian, 
who in the event of a Russian victory 
would think of “How to help their 
country” just as did Petain, and as this 
would naturally coincide with their own 
interests, it would mean an establishment 
of the status quo.

We can see in the United States to
day secret police methods run mad—a 
violent witch-hunt of everybody suspected 
of redness and pinkness, a mania for 
ferreting out anyone even mildly un
orthodox. in such a fashion that scarcely 
any of the cabinets of their Allies— 
certainly none of the British Cabinet— 
could possibly remain in public life had 
they been Americans. The spy-mania 
was also known in France before 1940. 
Public life was becoming slightly in- 

same sort of hysteria. 
But when it came to the most crucial 
moment it was the very people who col
lected the dossiers as a national pre
caution who handed them over to the 
national enemy. We may be forgiven 
if we choose to laugh now at some of 
the morexludicrous actions of the secret 

for whom, after all, we have 
It is not always possible to

Let us linger awhile on the comedy. 
The Daily Herald commences its story 
of the trial:

“Willoughby d’Eresby Walmisley, host 
at many a lavish boating and tennis party 
in the three-acre grounds of High Elms, 
20-roomed house at Hampton Court, will 
not be seen on the trim lawns by the 
Thames for the next 18 months.” (D.H., 
16/5/50).

The whole conception of price 
and the attempt to 
equitable distribution 

through rationing derives from 
recognition—belated and

incomplete as it is—that all men 
have a right at least to the 
necessities of life. It is un
questionably a progress that such 
a conception should now be com
mon property. But it is also in
dicative of society and of the 
administrative class that this 
conception is thought to have 
application only during wartime. 
The rights of the common man— 

PAGE FOUR

ductive, but beautiful, 
thousands of workers fr 
and the industrial dungeons of the Black 
Country to rest their eyes and nerves ia 
the fresh air. But it has been decided 
by the Ministry of Fuel and Power that 
a great area of this lovely countryside-, 
between the rivers Teme and Severn must 
be torn up in prospecting for open-cast 
coal.

Great machines will rape this earth, 
tearing huge pits 170 feet deep, piling 
up great mounds of black and useless 
sub-soil, creating a desert that will remain 
a barren eyesore for generations, perhaps 
for centuries. And for what? For a 
relatively small amount of poor quality 
coal produced at a loss for the sake of 
the export drive.

The machines necessary for this task 
must come from America. They must 
be bought for dollars to produce coal to 
be exported for foreign exchange to buy 
food which this land could itself produce 
if it were left alonad. There is a limit to 
the amount of coal that can be got in. 
this way; there is no limit to the amount 
of food that can be got from this land
taking the long-term view.

For sheer stupidity, this short-sighted 
government edict takes some beating, but 
it is to the credit of the people of 
Worcestershire that they are not taking 
it lying down. In the words of L. F. 
Easterbrook in the News Chronicle y 
“The protests are coming in not only 
from the county council and the district 
councils, from the organised farmers, 
farm workers, landowners and women’s 
institutes, but from the town dwellers 

Never has Worcestershire been sor 
Never, in peace-time, have her 

people been in such fighting mood. G 
luck to them.’’

Plundering the Soil
And to illustrate the third way of 

looking upon the land, we go, as so often: 
before, to America. There, great dust 
bowls are once again being created by 
“suit-case” farmers who are grabbing 
land, growing quick crops to cash in on 
the government-guaranteed high prices 
and thereby exhausting the land. When 
they pull out, a dollar fortune to the 
good, but leaving a desert behind them. 
From three million acres in the South- 
Western States, the top-soil is blowing 
away.

We have discussed the problem of 
soil erosion many times before. It is at 
problem that will exist as long as an. 
irresponsible attitude looks upon the land 
as something to be plundered for quick 
and private profit—and to hell with the 
future. One American “farmer” was 
reported as saying: “It’s a free country. 
A man has the right to do what he wishes 
with his own land.”

Contrast that with the words of Robert 
Gill, an Aran farmer who has never made 
an easy dollar in his life: “The little 
that I can do,” said Gill, “helps those 
that will come after me.”

—Constant Lambert

FORTNIGHT ago a girl was found 
dead in a Paddington hotel. Her 

head had been beaten in and one of her 
own silk stockings had been tightly tied 
around her neck.

Police enquiries led the search for the 
murderer to the village of Houghton-le- 
Spring, in County Durham, where a 
young baker fitted the description and 
name of the suspect. He disappeared, to 
be found next day dying from a self- 
inflicted shot in the head.

He was well-known in his own little 
community where, according to a 
Reynolds News report, the villagers were 
asking themselves “How could this 
happen? He never had a girl friend in 
his life.

It is about time it was generally 
realised that this sort of thing happens 
precisely because such men never have 
girl friends in their lives. Davidson was 
connected with the local church; he was 
a member of the Church Lads Brigade. 
He was a member of a society in which 
free sexuality is frowned upon and any

Naturally shy and reserved, he 
to tackle the 

erects against sexual 
expression in any other way but in furtive 
adventures with prostitutes.

It is society who is the murderer, not 
only of Donald Davidson but also of the 
girl or girls he killed.
•♦T/iis case will be dealt with more fully 

in a later article.

is that every now and again one comes 
across a piece of news which creeps in 
the column by accident. Glancing 
through the Evening Standard the other 
day, I found a report published quite 
casually, tucked away in two small para
graphs referring to a fraud case, which 
revealed quite the most astounding in
formation since Zeus thought of changing 
himself into a human being.

The news may be ten years late, but 
as it concerns one of the most secretive 
of bodies, whose activities rarely come to 
public view, we may be excused for 
making the most of an occasional peep 
into their fun-and-games.

“Willoughby d’Eresby Walmisley, 54, 
war-time M.I.5 man and now an estate 
agent, of Clarges Street, Mayfair, W., 
was jailed for 18 months at the Old 
Bailey this evening for getting £1,000 
by false pretences and fraudulently con
verting £1,355.

"Mr. Peter Crowther, M.P.,S defending 
him, said that in M.I.5 he was attached 
to G.H.Q. Home Command and in the 
event of invasion was to organise an 
underground resistance movement in 
Glamorgan.

Evening Standard, 16/5/50.
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Comfort and I obviously have a great 
measure of agreement on the importance 
of emotional security and happiness as 
being the prerequisite for the healthy 
development of children, and also on the 
necessity for self-regulation in conduct. 
But I think he greatly underestimates the 
vast misery inflicted on children by the 
love-starved adult world; he seems to see 
in the revolutionary attack on conven
tional morals a bogey, since it threatens 
the security of theoretically established 
social customs. That these family and 
sexual customs exist in theory only, is 
revealed by all honest studies of the 
question—notably by the Kinsey Report; 
the reality is a welter of contradictory and 
unstable practices, which we need have 
no compunction in trying to replace by 
saner habits in accordance with the 
experience of our own lives.

HAMPSTEAD
Discussion Meetings

ore held every Tuesday at 8 p.m. prompt, 
ot

5. VUIas-on-the-Hoath, 
Vale of Health, Hampstead, N.W.3

What
repeated

FREEDOM

4. 
sexual 
stated?” 
insists on

One way of fighting Authority is to run away from 
society in groups, and to set up free communities, more or less isolated 

from Authoritarian society. This is being done now by the Doukhobors on Vancouver 
Island and by some of the Jewish settlers in Israel. It was done by Russian workers 
in 1917 and by Spanish workers in 1936, and both Russia and Spain might still 
have been working anarchies, had not Authoritarian neighbours intervened. 

(To be continued)

the I.W.M.A. 
Working-Men’s 

A.I.T. is the anarcho- 
syndicalist International to which syndi
calist trade-union movements, particularly 
those of the Latin and Scandinavian 
countries, are affiliated. Its headquarters 
are in Stockholm.]

EAFFIRMING what has been said 
in the resolution on Syndicalism (see 

Freedom, 27th May), in which industrial 
action was considered as the most apt 
means of developing libertarian ideas, in 
view of the broad popular support which 
it engenders, the International Anarchist 
Congress declares its support of the 

considering it a genuine 
workers ’organisation with a truly inter
national character, and whose revolution
ary aim is clearlv defined.• •

In consequence, the Congress recom
mends support for the development of the 
I.W.M.A.’s activities by participation, 
where possible, in the organisation or 
among the rank and file, always stressing 
its ultimate aims .

ANARCHISM AND ITS 
RELATIONS WITH 

OTHER
MOVEMENTS

Our position towards 
International

Association, or

As a specifically anarchist movement 
our relations with the I.W.M.A. could 
be of the closest and most active kind; 
even more than relations, a frank and 
cordial collaboration in all possible fields.

OUTDOOR MEETINGS every Sunday at 
7 pjn. at • ' 

MAXWELL STREET 
with

Frank Leach, John Gaffney, Eddie She*. 
J. Raesida

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT 
Discussion Group hold fortnightly. 
Sunday, June 18th, at 3.0 p.m. 

at 
Twisters and Drawers Club, 

Cambridge Street, Colne (Lanas.)

■ — - —

suggests that closer ties should exist be
tween young libertarians throughout the 
world, either by direct contact or with the 
fraternal support of the international 
anarchist movement.

Total
Previously acknowledged
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We must point out the necessity to 
maintain and to establish fraternal and 
constant relations with Libertarian youth 
movements, with a view to influencing the 
greatest number of people with our 
ideas. We believe that by this method we 
can effectively contribute to awaken 
anarchist personalities and to retain them 
in our movement.

Believing that relations between dif
ferent nations and their understanding of 
one another are the most solid basis for 
an effective internationalism, the congress

Socialist “Control” and
Bourgeois “Freedom

Anarchists neither support bourgeois 
rationing nor fall for Conservative 
demands for ‘•freeing” of production 
and the market. The one is at best 
a half-hcurted compromise, shot full of 
loop-holes; while the latter, although it 
may increase the total volume of pro
duction, nevertheless benefits the rich 
while worsening the economic position 
of the lowest income groups.

What is required is not rationing in 
the sense of a nice weighing-up of so 
much of this and so much of that for 
each individual member of society; 
rather is it the general application of 
the idea that everyone has a right to 
free participation in both the necessities 
and the pleasure-giving things of life.
Everyone needs to have a feeling of 
responsibility in the organization of 
production, so that production is de
signed to meet the needs and the vary
ing desires of all. To try and achieve 
a socially- desirable result through 
modifying a market economy in such 
trifling measures such as price Control 
(coupled inevitably with si age control) 
and rationing, while increasing con
fusion by a rigorously centralized 
economic planning which only divorces 
production still further from influence 
by consumers—such an endeavour is 
clearly foredoomed, and has now been 
repeatedly shown to be worthless. The 
astonishing thing is that intelligent 
men and women should bend their 
energies and blunt their feelings in 
trying to make so cumbersome and 
destructive a machinery work.

London, E.l, Published by Freedom Press, 27 Red Lton Street, koodoo, W.O.L

market enabling the rich to 
escape the rigours of a more 
equitable distribution of goods.

Another Aspect
Rationing had also, however, 

another aspect quite uncon
cerned with justice and ideas 
of fairness. It was part of the 
great wartime campaign to limit 
spending, and as such became 
increasingly irksome as limiting 
variety in consumable goods. In 
recent years this aspect has be
come more and more important 
to the Government and also to 
the Opposition. The abolition of 
this or that form of rationing 
was freely promised during the

I h— 
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I would derive pleasure rather 
than pain from other people's admiration 
of the woman I loved.” In my dis
cussion of jealousy, I was not concerned 
with admiration. Basking in other men’s 
admiration of our womenfolk is, of 
course, common enough; and it does not 
contribute to women’s freedom. The 
bourgeoisie lavish jewels upon their wives 
to this end, and show them off like their 
fine cars and horses to excite admiration. 
The emancipation of women involves a 
departure from this male attitude.

the consumer of the lower in
come groups—were only recog
nized when, during the first 
world war. the capitalist classes 
of the various . warring states 
found that their survival de
pended on their ability to 
enlist the working-class in their 
economic battles. For the 
workers, rationing is justified on 

oral and equalitarian grounds:
for the ruling-class it is a matter 
of necessary manoeuvring at par
ticular stages of their struggles, 
and the moral gloss is far
thinner—an argument in pro-

It is as
remember that this

permeates election campaigns, and there 
can be little doubt that the 
present relaxations are motivated 
in considerable part by the desire 
of the Government to woo the 
voters with an eye on the 
General Election. There can be 
no doubt also, however, that 
when goods are taken off the 
ration, their prices tend to rise, 
and of course they pass out of 
they spending range of the 

sections of the
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Below we continue the publication 
of translations of the resolutions 
passed at the International Anarchist 
Congress, held at the end of last year 
in Paris. (Previous articles appeared 
in our issues of 2ist January, 4th 
March. 1st, 15th and 29th April, and 
27th May.)

“GIVE FOOD AWAY,” 
U.S. FARMERS CRY

IT ashington.
VV/E of the U.S.A, must give away’ 

the food that we can’t eat and can’t
sell—give it away quickly and give it 
away generously,” a farm group has- 
declared here after conferences with 
government and agricultural leaders.

That was the conclusion of 50 farmers,, 
farm wives and others in farm-related jobs 
who spent two weeks in a seminar 
sponsored by the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation and the American 
Friends Service Committee.

We believe we must drastically curtail 
our budgeting for war, and spend more 
real money on peace,” the farmers state
ment went on.

FREE LOVE ( “
AM afraid that Alex Comfort s letter
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UNION OF ANARCHIST GROUPS: 
CENTRAL LONDON

INDOOR L,cture-Discui»ionj 
Sunday at 730 p.m. at the 

Trade Union Club, Great Newport SL, 
W.CJ (near Leicester Square Station). 

June llth Speaker: Sam Fanaroff
COMMUNITY LIVING"

June 18th Speaker: John Hewetson
'THE FRENCH TERRORISTS AND THE 

PROPAGANDA OF THE DEED 
June 25th Anarchist speakers

OBJECTIONS TO ANARCHISM"

I"

'1

The International Anarchist Congrei? 
considers that the fragmentary and par
tial content of the pacifist and anti- 
militarist movements does not suitably 
represent the deeper reasons nor the 
origin of the problem of wars. The 
anarchist position on the questions to 
which pacifism is related, implies the 
complete analysis of all the social con
tradictions which are, after all, the causes 
that engender militarism and armed 
conflicts.

Nevertheless, the Congress manifests its 
sympathy for all those movements which 
are genuinely anti-war because they 
answer a deeply-rooted desire in Man for 
peace which is becoming stronger day by 
day as a result of the painful experiences 
of successive wars. The anarchist’s task 
will consist in encouraging and giving 
expression to this desire by giving it a 
social and constructive content divorced 
from any unilateral position.

Notwithstanding, it is imperative to 
declare that to constitute pacifist or anti
militarist organisms in the name of 
Anarchism represents in principle a dis
persion of efforts which not only will 
get us no nearer our goal but may even 
result in a weakening of our action in the 
domain just considered. The fact of 
devoting ourselves exclusively to sub
ordinate activities will have a negative 
effect on anarchists; a weakening of in
dispensable integral action.

to

Isn’t the need for a perpetual 
adventure being rather over- 

I don’t know why Comfort 
the romantic convention of 

calling sexual activity outside marriage
“adventure”. However, accepting his 
terms, I would flatly answer—no. 
Freedom and the Journal of Sex Educa
tion are among the very tew reputable 
journals published in this countp’ which 
will give the matter any consideration. 
In general, there is a huge understatement 
of the case.

'’fpl
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Anti-Religious Movements
The Congress points out that religious

questions cannot be limited to the domain 
of ideas, since one must analyse and judge 
them as an integral part of a combination 
of authoritarian manifestations which 
have attempted and still tend to swamp 
the social problem as a whole.

This statement therefore advises, with 
regard to anti-religious activities, the 
adoption of a pluralist attitude, similar 
to the one suggested above with regard to 
pacifism: an absolutely integral position 
towards all that religion represents and 
engenders, without forgetting any of its 
phases nor any of its manifestations. As 
with the anti-militarist problem, Congress 
draws attention to the dangers represented 
by specialisation in this field resulting, 
in a probable weakening of the move
ment as a whole.

(To be concluded.)

poorer
unity.
It is likely also that there is con

siderable truth in the Conservatives’ 
complaint that rationing, price control, 
and all the other instruments of plan
ned production* do, in fact, tic up 
industry and obstruct its capacity to 
expand. That it is the Socialists and 
not the Tories who are effecting the 
relaxation of controls need occasion 
no surprise. • In post-revolutionary 
Russia, the years of ’’War Communism” 
not only failed to draw the country’s 
economy out of disaster, but resulted 
in the ghastly famines and revolts of
1921. Even for such a ruthless 
doctrinaire as Lenin, the only way out 
was to relax controls, to reintroduce 
private enterprise, to make in fact the 
partial return to private capitalism 
which constituted the New' Economic 
Policy or “Nep” of 1923. Ironically 
enough, the Nep did rescue Russian 
economy and is looked back on by 
workers and peasants as a kind of 
golden age of comparative prosperity. 

Of course, parallel with British con
trolled economy is slight only. But 
this instance serves to show* that 
Socialists in power are more concerned 
with retaining power than with the 
application of their economic principles.

The Claims of Justice
At its best, therefore, rationing in 

our kind of society is a most imperfect

Printed by Express Printers,

expedient, 
the claims 
not wholly uninfluenced by them), but 
by the necessities of wartime, it re
tained certain ruling-class characters. 
Distribution still depended, in part, 
upon spending power, and operated 
more to prevent the superior pur
chasing power of the rich from sending 
prices rocketting up, than by enhancing 
the purchasing power of the poor.

Through and through the bourgeois 
conception of rationing is permeated 
by this conception of “purchasing 

which has nothing whatever
to do with fairness or social justice— 
and by economic considerations regard
ing limitation of spending. It can be 
regarded as a shallow compromise with 
the growing idea that everyone, 
regardless of birth or income, is 
entitled to a fair share of the available 
necessities. It does not show any 
realization that production should be 
directed towards providing an adequate 
supply of commodities for all. In any 
case, the interference with the capitalist 
method of production for a market 
which rationing and price control de
mand, are almost certainly too dis
locating for so hazardously poised a 
system of economy.

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP | general and not
rich. The rather obvious 
nutrition of the inter-war years 
has been for practical purposes 
wiped out. and there seems no 
reason to doubt the part that 
food rationing played in
taining health in wartime, and 
improving it. To say this, how
ever, is by no means to say that 
that particular problem is now' 
solved, or that no further i 
provement is possible.

And it is well to remember 
that, even during the war, there 
were a considerable number of 
persons in poorer districts who 
could not afford to take up all 
their rations. In well-to-do dis
tricts of the tow'ns. people got 
their rations and no more, be
cause everyone took them up: 
but in poorer districts the better- 
off could often secure slightly 
more by taking up the surplus at 
the retailers left by those who 
could not afford to buy all they 
were “entitled” to.

Nevertheless, the purpose of 
rationing was not. in this coun- 

i try, defeated and demoralized by 
the existence of a large black

paganda. hardly more, 
well to 
double conception 
almost all progressive legislation, 
and largely vitiates it.

Success of Rationing
It must be conceded that 

wartime rationing has been on 
the whole successful in pro
viding that adequate amounts of 
the limited food supplies have 
been available to society in 

erely to the 
tnal-

ance of mother! 
greater numl 
affectionate interest

relationships. "This means, among other 
* “i broader 

of both emotional and economic 
• are

at the mercy of the unstable existence ot

things, that children have a 
basis <_ — ,
security than is possible when. they 

a separate family in a jungle-like society.
2. “Extra-marital continence and 

“Intra-mantal continence”. The former 
means sexual abstinence outside mar
riage, and the latter means sexual 
abstinence within marriage. The lauer 
is advocated as a birth control method 
bv some Catholics: wbat it has got to 
do with free love or monogamy I do not

Perhaps Comfort confused his 
and meant “Inter-mantal conti- 

__ chastity between marriages, which 
makes better sense but is still hardly 
relevant.

3. “Cases of partner-switching which 
pass through the hands of the psychia
trist”. These show adult immaturity, says 
Comfort. Of course they do—among 
other neuroses—precisely because they 
arc, by definition, psychiatric cases'. Pre
sumably if we limit our study of cases 
of persons with liberal opinions, or 
anarchist tendencies, or Anglican prin
ciples, to those cases which pass through 
the hands of the psychiatrist, we will 
discover the neurotic roots of their per
sonalities. Such an argument is 
scientifically sound.

■
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concerning my article clouds rather 
than illuminates the issues I raised. He 
docs not seem to have entirely understood 
the article himself, and hence he un
wittingly misrepresents what 1 had to say. 
I feel that it is important that there 
should be no ambiguity about these issues, 
as the legacy of wilful moral obscurantism 
is too often replaced by intellectual

1. Changes of parents. 
Comfort means, presumably, is

(Continued)

is for the Question of How? How can a minority begin to rid the world of 
Authority, seeing that it tends to perpetuate itself? We admit that getting anarchy 

(or society with Authority) is much harder than keeping it, but we believe, nevertheless, 
that freedom can arise, even out of this Authoritarian chaos. Four of the ways in 
which the abolition of Authority may be brought about, may be alphabeticalised 
as the Running Away method, Syndicalism, the Teaching method, and 
U nauthoritarianism.

of children, as the outcome 
diversity. The concept
entails'a recognition of the true unport- 

d, and it follows that a 
r of adults have an 

____ _____ simultaneously in the 
children, irrespective of their own sexual

II

II

• ••

the legacy of wilful moral obscurantism 
too often replaced by intellectual 

haziness.
1 wish to clear up five of the main 

points of confusion arising from 
Comfort's letter.

1. Changes

changes of those in loco parentis (93 one 
cannot change ones parents); this. must 
logically include nurses, schoolteachers 
and family friends, who make up the 
adult medium on which the child lives. 
I certainlv did not advocate such 
changes. The concept of the monogamous 
family does in fact, imply divorces,

MM
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control
secure

police, 
to pay. 
laugh.

the last people to realise when 
through force of time and cir-

in so far as this term has meaning
Its overt aim is to see that in a situation 

I

cumstance, they have gradually 
become conservatives."

THE TAXI
STRIKE

and to it go 
Birmingham.

SECRETS of the
ONE of the great advantages of being

a regular reader of the daily press

also, 
united.

the public recently which have illustrated 
each one of these approaches. A radio 
feature on the islands of Aran, off the 
west coast of Ireland, told the story of 
how the islanders have had literally to 
make the soil from which they wring their 
meagre living. The Isles of Aran are 
bare rock jutting from the wild Atlantic, 
and the dwellers there have gathered 
handsful of soil from nooks and crannies 
and, together with sand and seaweed from 
the shore, have spread it over the rock,

to make a fertile top-soil. To break the 
force of the wind and prevent the soil 
from blowing away, they have covered the 
islands with networks of rock walls, 
patiently placing stone on stone, so that 
after years and years a simple living can 
be maintained for themselves and their 
livestock.

In the Midlands of England, in fertile 
Worcestershire, no such struggle has been 
necessary. The rich, deep soil readily 
yields its harvests, and generations of 
fanning folk have made this part of the 
country famous for fruit, for wheat
production (30 cwt. per acre as compared 
with 19 cwt. for the rest of England and 
7 cwt. for America), and for pastureland. 

. . . and Destroying It
This land is not only useful and pro-

MOTIVE 
FOR 

MURDER
A

deviation from the normal is treated as a 
crime.
found himself unable
barriers society

16
r~r <

Will De-Rationing Meet
TAURING the last few months the Government have relaxed y m 4. -. ..... .......Our NEEDS ?

organiser beforehand, but to ally this with 
with party politics. However, several 
organisations are already doing this job, 
and when the time comes they will jump 
on to whatever bandwaggon is going. 
We are afraid that the ex-militants of the 
type known everywhere, who made the 
grade in party politics and became 
party leaders, who have already achieved, 
or will ultimately achieve, positions of 
power, will soon push amateurs like 
young Cholmondelev-Cholmondcley off 
the cart.

In the nineteenth century the 
distribution of goods according 
to spending power seemed quite 
natural to administrators and to 
the bulk of the ruling class. 
That it should to-day appear ob
viously unjust is an indication 
that the moral element which 
the earlier socialists and re
formers imported into the dis
cussion of political and economic

of scarcity, the normal operation of capitalist economics is to some 
extent suspended, and the usual outcome of scarcity, a consider
able rise in prices, prevented. If it is not prevented, of course, 
the scarce commodities, even though they be necessities like basic 
foods, become available only to the higher income groups and pass 
right out of the range of the working-class family.

relationships has, at least to 
some extent, permeated thought 
in the twentieth century. The 
capitalist idea that it was quite 
fit that a commodity’s scarcity 
should determine its price, and 
hence its distribution, was 
largely unquestioned a century 
ago; to-day such an economic 
mechanism is execrated under 
the title of black market.

We now try to see Mr. Willoughby 
d’Eresby Walmisley in the light of a 
Maquis leader in South Wales—we try 
to divorce him—name, accent and all— 
from his large house with trim lawns in 
the fashionable part of Surrey, and

Making and
Destroying

THERE are at least three ways of looking on cultivated land, 
be looked upon as a heritage from generations of hard-worki

14-- 4----

URING the last few months the Government have relaxed 
the control of food consumption through rationing to a very 

considerable extent, and it may be opportune to consider the 
whole question in its broader aspects. Rationing represents an 
attempt made by a government to regulate consumption in the 
interests of the “community”
in a society like ours.
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injunctions that the British secret police 
should do so were unheeded. A lucky 
bomb did, it is said, manage to destroy 
some of the old ones, but the new ones 
were built up again fast enough.

It may be, of course, that alone among 
the countries of Europe, the British secret 
police would not, in the event of a Hitler 
victory, have handed over the political 
dossiers of ail elements liable to be dis
affected against Nazism. Had this unique 
event occurred it would have been a 
considerable surprise and perhaps dis
appointment to the police of the fascist 
countries, who so seldom failed to get the 
co-operation accorded to them by inter
national usage owing to any indignation 
at Belsen and Buchenwald, before these 
became war-slogans.

We must ask ourselves, too, what 
ingenious exercise the hidden brains of 
our internal espionage system have 
thought up in the event of a Russian 
invasion? Can it be that even at this 
moment young Archibald Cholmondeley- 
Cholmondeley, special agent, is taking up 
residence in the Gorbals, and preparing 
for the day when he will be able to call 
upon the Glaswegians to rise against their 
oppressors (making' it quite plain, of 
course, which he means)? We would 
point out to our regular but anonymous 
readers in Whitehall responsible for such 
high jinks that there is only one way

THERE are at least three ways of looking on cultivated land. It can 
be looked upon as a heritage from generations of hard-working men 

and women of the past, who have tilled the soil with love and care, keeping 
it fertile and in good heart because there is a fundamental relationship 
between the well-being of man and the well-being of the land.
Or it can be looked upon simply

because it is good to look upon, be
cause there is great satisfaction in
seeing the beauty of fat acres of
farming land, patterned by plough
and pasture. Or, the land can be
looked upon as a means of gening
rich quick.

Making the Soil . . .
Three stories have been presented to

11111II4iHill

picture him away from his “Three maids 
to run the house, gardener to care for 
the lawns, chauffeur to drive his two 
luxury cars”—and see him down in dear 
old smoky Glamorgan—the resistance 
leader of the coal-miners, the sabotage 
organiser of the steel-workers, the agitator 
of Neath or Merthyr Tydfil in the strug
gle against the English Gestapo.

Was Mr. Willoughby d’Eresby 
Walmisley the only actor in this wonder
ful game which must have cheered up 
many a soul in the dark days of 1940? 
That hardly seems credible. Doubtless 
the tentacles of this embryonic Maquis 
stretched all over the country. Perchance 
many bright lads with ‘Varsity voices and 
hyphenated names descended upon the be
wildered boilermakers of the Tyne and 
the puzzled pitmen of the Severn, and 
informed them that they were there to 
lead the sabotage, strikes and agitation— 
only needless to say, not too soon. One 
can only ask in wonderment how much 
of the compulsory charity wc allow them 
they threw away on this incredible 
manoeuvre, by which M.I.5 evidently 
imagined it was going to change ■ itself 
as if by the touch of a magic wand into 
a revolutionary organisation, in the event 
of a German invasion.

Such a revolutionary organisation 
would have had to struggle against the 
English Gestapo which would be working 
for the Quisling Government—that was 
already plain enough in 1940, and cer
tainly M.I.5 knew it, since they read the 
columns of predecessor ITor Commentary 
avidly enough, and everything was ex
plained to them there. And where did 
the Germans obtain their local national 
Gestapos? Not from the insignificant 
fascist organisations which gave off only 
a few premature traitors and small-frv 
collaborators, but in the main from the 
police forces already existing. And the 
way for M.l.S to defeat the Nazi grip 
tightening would be simply to dissolve 
itself and burn it own records. Alas, our

CTRIKES of public transport servicel 
are always unpopular with the general 

public because they are inconvenienced. 
In the recent taxi strike in London the 
very nature of the industry helped the 
workers to strike at their employers while 
at least a partial service was maintained 
for the public.

This was because a third of London’s 
taxis are owner-driven; two-thirds are 
driven by employees of large firms of 
taxi owners, and it was against these 
owners that the strike for a larger 
mission on fares was directed.

Cab-drivers receive one-third of their 
takings, plus tips, and the strikers—and 
the strike was official, believe it or not—• 
were demanding a forty per cent, share,, 
now that taxi fares have been increased 
to the public. The employers, of course, 
resisted, saying they could not afford it 
with the increased price of petrol, but the 
drivers maintain that increased fares will 
reduce the number of hirings and there
fore their commission.

The owner-drivers co-operated widi 
the strikers by arranging for them to 
take out their cabs on a shift basis, and 
so many of the strikers have thereby 
managed to earn a living independently of 
their bosses, for whom there has been no 
blacklegging. At the time of writing the 
strike is still on, but there are signs that 
the employers are being forced to give 
way and already many of the smaller 
firms are acceding to the strikers’ 
demands.

In th is Issue:

Let us realise, more seriously, that in 
the event of such an invasion the very 
people now engaged in the witch-hunts 
and purges of Communists and other 
sympathisers with Russian Imperialism 
(who will ultimately extend this purge in 
time of war to those anti-war and not 
merely pro-the-other-side), will be the 
most likely collaborationists. The Nazis 
never recruited their police chiefs from 
the odd boobs who drifted to fascist 
meetings; in the case of men like Chiappe, 
they were the officials already established, 
and determined to remain established. If 
the Russians had to establish a govern
ment based on the Communist movement, 
they would soon fail. Bur their likeliest 
Quislings are those people now most 
respectable, patriotic and anti-Russian, 
who in the event of a Russian victory 
would think of “How to help their 
country” just as did Petain, and as this 
would naturally coincide with their own 
interests, it would mean an establishment 
of the status quo.

We can see in the United States to
day secret police methods run mad—a 
violent witch-hunt of everybody suspected 
of redness and pinkness, a mania for 
ferreting out anyone even mildly un
orthodox. in such a fashion that scarcely 
any of the cabinets of their Allies— 
certainly none of the British Cabinet— 
could possibly remain in public life had 
they been Americans. The spy-mania 
was also known in France before 1940. 
Public life was becoming slightly in- 

same sort of hysteria. 
But when it came to the most crucial 
moment it was the very people who col
lected the dossiers as a national pre
caution who handed them over to the 
national enemy. We may be forgiven 
if we choose to laugh now at some of 
the morexludicrous actions of the secret 

for whom, after all, we have 
It is not always possible to

Let us linger awhile on the comedy. 
The Daily Herald commences its story 
of the trial:

“Willoughby d’Eresby Walmisley, host 
at many a lavish boating and tennis party 
in the three-acre grounds of High Elms, 
20-roomed house at Hampton Court, will 
not be seen on the trim lawns by the 
Thames for the next 18 months.” (D.H., 
16/5/50).

The whole conception of price 
and the attempt to 
equitable distribution 

through rationing derives from 
recognition—belated and

incomplete as it is—that all men 
have a right at least to the 
necessities of life. It is un
questionably a progress that such 
a conception should now be com
mon property. But it is also in
dicative of society and of the 
administrative class that this 
conception is thought to have 
application only during wartime. 
The rights of the common man— 
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ductive, but beautiful, 
thousands of workers fr 
and the industrial dungeons of the Black 
Country to rest their eyes and nerves ia 
the fresh air. But it has been decided 
by the Ministry of Fuel and Power that 
a great area of this lovely countryside-, 
between the rivers Teme and Severn must 
be torn up in prospecting for open-cast 
coal.

Great machines will rape this earth, 
tearing huge pits 170 feet deep, piling 
up great mounds of black and useless 
sub-soil, creating a desert that will remain 
a barren eyesore for generations, perhaps 
for centuries. And for what? For a 
relatively small amount of poor quality 
coal produced at a loss for the sake of 
the export drive.

The machines necessary for this task 
must come from America. They must 
be bought for dollars to produce coal to 
be exported for foreign exchange to buy 
food which this land could itself produce 
if it were left alonad. There is a limit to 
the amount of coal that can be got in. 
this way; there is no limit to the amount 
of food that can be got from this land
taking the long-term view.

For sheer stupidity, this short-sighted 
government edict takes some beating, but 
it is to the credit of the people of 
Worcestershire that they are not taking 
it lying down. In the words of L. F. 
Easterbrook in the News Chronicle y 
“The protests are coming in not only 
from the county council and the district 
councils, from the organised farmers, 
farm workers, landowners and women’s 
institutes, but from the town dwellers 

Never has Worcestershire been sor 
Never, in peace-time, have her 

people been in such fighting mood. G 
luck to them.’’

Plundering the Soil
And to illustrate the third way of 

looking upon the land, we go, as so often: 
before, to America. There, great dust 
bowls are once again being created by 
“suit-case” farmers who are grabbing 
land, growing quick crops to cash in on 
the government-guaranteed high prices 
and thereby exhausting the land. When 
they pull out, a dollar fortune to the 
good, but leaving a desert behind them. 
From three million acres in the South- 
Western States, the top-soil is blowing 
away.

We have discussed the problem of 
soil erosion many times before. It is at 
problem that will exist as long as an. 
irresponsible attitude looks upon the land 
as something to be plundered for quick 
and private profit—and to hell with the 
future. One American “farmer” was 
reported as saying: “It’s a free country. 
A man has the right to do what he wishes 
with his own land.”

Contrast that with the words of Robert 
Gill, an Aran farmer who has never made 
an easy dollar in his life: “The little 
that I can do,” said Gill, “helps those 
that will come after me.”

—Constant Lambert

FORTNIGHT ago a girl was found 
dead in a Paddington hotel. Her 

head had been beaten in and one of her 
own silk stockings had been tightly tied 
around her neck.

Police enquiries led the search for the 
murderer to the village of Houghton-le- 
Spring, in County Durham, where a 
young baker fitted the description and 
name of the suspect. He disappeared, to 
be found next day dying from a self- 
inflicted shot in the head.

He was well-known in his own little 
community where, according to a 
Reynolds News report, the villagers were 
asking themselves “How could this 
happen? He never had a girl friend in 
his life.

It is about time it was generally 
realised that this sort of thing happens 
precisely because such men never have 
girl friends in their lives. Davidson was 
connected with the local church; he was 
a member of the Church Lads Brigade. 
He was a member of a society in which 
free sexuality is frowned upon and any

Naturally shy and reserved, he 
to tackle the 

erects against sexual 
expression in any other way but in furtive 
adventures with prostitutes.

It is society who is the murderer, not 
only of Donald Davidson but also of the 
girl or girls he killed.
•♦T/iis case will be dealt with more fully 

in a later article.

is that every now and again one comes 
across a piece of news which creeps in 
the column by accident. Glancing 
through the Evening Standard the other 
day, I found a report published quite 
casually, tucked away in two small para
graphs referring to a fraud case, which 
revealed quite the most astounding in
formation since Zeus thought of changing 
himself into a human being.

The news may be ten years late, but 
as it concerns one of the most secretive 
of bodies, whose activities rarely come to 
public view, we may be excused for 
making the most of an occasional peep 
into their fun-and-games.

“Willoughby d’Eresby Walmisley, 54, 
war-time M.I.5 man and now an estate 
agent, of Clarges Street, Mayfair, W., 
was jailed for 18 months at the Old 
Bailey this evening for getting £1,000 
by false pretences and fraudulently con
verting £1,355.

"Mr. Peter Crowther, M.P.,S defending 
him, said that in M.I.5 he was attached 
to G.H.Q. Home Command and in the 
event of invasion was to organise an 
underground resistance movement in 
Glamorgan.

Evening Standard, 16/5/50.
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