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OVER GEORGE STREET
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son~Sat; 19 Geopge ST, SCHOFIELD'S8: L. Lewes Rd. | they should know) pending appeal to the ministry, .
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"HOW CAN A PUBRLICATION WHICH WILL
FOT EVPE EANE ITS EDITOR. ARD WHICH
ACTS LIXR A SECRET SOCIETY, BE
REGARDED SERIOUSLY...?" "I H/.VE

NO TIME, INDEED ONLY CONTEMPT, FOR
A PUBLICATION THAT PERSISTS IN
HIDING BERAIND A CLOAK OF ANONRYMITY™
So wrote Mr Vioctor P. Gorringe,
editor~in-chief of the Bvening
Argus, in reply to the local NUJ when
they asked him why the Argus had
not carried the story of Andrew
Bowden's attempt to restrict our

property speculators, alded

circulation(see Issue 33), some- etted by the Council, estate agents,

thing which received wide coverage
both on Radio Brighton .nd in tha
National Press.

WHY DO WE THINK THE VOICE 13
NECRSSARY? Because everything

that affects our lives seems €O
be run by groups acting mostly in
their owmn interests. For linstance,

WHO WE ARE

Tandlords and buildsrs, *pping
$righton apart. And beo fn lots
of other ways all the deoisigms
whioh affect us are mads by ‘such
people, #All the loocal media are oon-
trdlled by those same established
inferests, people who want to keep
things much as they are. 30 how

san anything be changed for the
petter if they control how we find

out, and if, in consequence, thare's
no way of hitting back.

and ab-

We want to take one means of oomm-
unication out of the hands of the

‘experts' and the propertied class
and give it over to the people of

Brighton,

THE VOICE IS YOUR PAPER
COME AND JOIN US
We meet on Sundays at 8-8.30pm

at Open Cafe, 7 Victoria Rd
Brighton.
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PEOPLE BEFORE PROFITS ...

BRIGHTON !

overriding concern for the tomn's prosperity was
1t the last meeting of Brighton Council,

inorease local bus fares "to make publioc
they condemned the Labour Party's

fic congestion in central Brighton,

r parks, the gquestion of whether a

at the back of Johnson's and Woolworths

given the go-ahead was discussed,
account of Brighton's generous park-

ther Tory councillors spoke in favour
N.C.P., monstrosity to be built,

As the voting took an inevitable
course on the side of the Torles, it
seemed that Brighton as a place to
live had been forgottens Committed to
the 1dea of a prosperous town centre,
our ¢llrs had rejected the idea of a
positive trafflo poliocy which might
frighten off the wealthy car-owners
and on this basis they were bound to
favour an additional car park. And
bus fares will continue to rise as
public transport cannot be profitable
in a system whioch favours the car-
oaner.,

Homosexuals

and the Law

The law concerning homosexual men
in England and Wales was changed in
1967=-but certain kinds of homo-
sexual behaviour are still illegal.
In Scotland, although it is official
policy not to prosecute for private
homosexual activity between two men
of 21 and over, and in N, Ireland,
nomosexual activity between men
remains illegal,

Homosexual Women.

Except in the Armed Forces, lesbian
behaviour is usually ignored by the
law, However, women can technically
»a charged with indecent or insult-
. 8 behaviour, or with indecent
assault and although there is no
age of consent for lesbianism, a
woman committing an 'act of gross
indecency' with a girl under the
age of 14 would be committing an
offence, Nevertheless, charges of
this kind are seldom if ever brought,

Homosexuals.

[n England and Wales, homosexual
behaviour between two men is lawful
providing that it takes place in
private between consenting parties
of 21 and over, It is not lawful

1f either man is mentally defect-
ive, if either man is a member of
the Armed Forces or if, both men
being smerchant seamen, it occurs

on board a merchant ship,
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'IP Private',

The main problem with the law on
nhomosexual behaviour is that the
Act gives & very narrow meaning to
the words ' in private ', Sex
between homosexual men is never in
private if there are more than two
people in the room or if the place
oan be used by the public(this
applies to a public lavatory even
though there are only two people
inside and the door is 1ooked).

In other cases, it will depend

on all the ocircumstances and
whether the Court decides that a
partioular place 1s, in these
circumstances, 'in private',

'Imgortunins'.

If you try to pick up another man
in the street or any public place,
you may be charged with''persis-
tently importuning for an immoral
purpose', 'Importuning' can be
nothing more than smiling at a
man, ‘'persistently' can mean trying
repeatedly to pick people up, or
it can mean trying to pick up the
same person more than once., In
practice the police tend only to
arrest people for this offence in
public lavatories or in places
which are well-known for pick-
ups.

'Indecent Assault'.

‘Indecent assault' is a term used
to describe a wide range of sexual
acts with people under the age of
consent. This can cover light
touching to forcible buggery. The
term 1s also used to cover sexual
acts with a person of the same

sex above the age of consent who
did not consent.

'Gross Indecencyv'.
— - -
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This term is not flully defined in
law, but it can be any sexual act
other than buggery. Actual phy-
sical contact does not need to
take place, but it has to be shown
that a grossly indecent exhibition
between men was occurring,
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Mén under 21

| —

lf' one or both men is under 21, a
prosecution can take place once

the case has been referred to the
Director of Public Prosecutions and
he has declded to proceed. However,
this does not mean that the police
d0 not arrest, ocharge or detain
people in this position. A hoy
under 14 is presumed in law to be

incapable of sexual intercourse, so
he cannot be convicted of rape or

buggery. But he can be convioted of

alding and abetting these off'ences,
or of other offences such as in-
decent assault. A boy under 16 cannot
in law consent to being the vioctim

WKL

‘ . .

of an indecent assault, whicn means
that he cannot be conviédted of it.
Aged over 16 a man is presumed to
be capable of consenting to an in-
decent assault, so both he and his
partner can be convicted of gross
indecency.

Entragment.

The police have been known to act
as 'agents provocateurs' in plain
clothes by trying to lure homosexual
men into committing an offence,
This process is known as entrapment
of an offender, It most commonly
happéns in a public lavatory. It is
not a sufficient defence to say
that you were tricked into comm-
itting an offence but, if you are
charged with indecent assault, you
may be able to argue that the
policeman invited you to touch him
and that he was a willing vartner--
in which case no assault could have
taken place, If you are entrzoped
by a policeman, try to get the

and addresses of any wit-

.

Transvestites

5

Although there is no law against
wearing clothes traditionally worn
by the opposite sex, the police
sometimes charge male transves
with insulting or indecent tehav-
iour, or behaviour likely to cause
a breach of the peace,

1tes
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The above has been reproduced t
Volume 1 Number 2 of the NCCL mag-

n

azine "Rights.

West Pier wizz-kid Marc Turner un-
velled his £2mn for the pier at a
public meeting held at the Friend
Centre on March 31st. The plans were,
as people in the audience were not
slow to point out, vulgar. But then
we live in wvulgar times and, as Couh
John Smith said, when the original
pier was first built people consid-
ered that wvulgar,

Still, Mr Turner does have some

good ideas. But, and he would be the
first to admit it, he's out to make
money and when profits are at stake
good ideas voiced in the early
stages of a scheme tend to be for-
gotten later. You only have to look
at the latest plans for the Marinal
S0 we hope that when the new, vulgar
West Pler eventually gets built, the
promised free creche, free children's
playground, and easy access for
people in wheelohairs, plus other
good things, won't just have dis-
appeared out to sea, M
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“1 have
a complaint

about
Islington

TAKEN TO TASK

Following the publication of the
Performance Review Task Group report
on the Sooial Services(see Voioe 36),
NALGO has now produced its inifial
response.,

FRIENDS AND FOES
This condemns the report as "unsatis-
Andrew Bowden is onee more in PIGEON HOLE faotory" amd "ill-conceived" and

makes it olear that no case has

the limelight-——not content with
having a go at the primary school Infinity Foods are unquestionably been made out for the sweeping changes
teachers(see last issue)— he's now one of the great exponents of —inoluding many redundancles—- 1t
lirecting his attack against the "alternative" food retailing in the proposes. Unless evidence N be- prod-
Priends' Centre, where he olaims town. It also appears that they are uced to back up the report's conclus-
2dults learning to read and write Involved 41 alternative Porms of %ons, the Union states that members
are being subjected to left-wing postal communication., When a Voloe ogiilegointgie:3iza:;oimp%zme;t” 2l
>litical doctrination. What does reporter called with a letter rec- & & 2 e aLso ., The people of George St. and | waving their copies,thoughtfull
B N e Ama OnT entlv. out of ahoo hours. he wa states that NALGO "will not be prep . | . p ’ y
. is absurd 77:~*b‘o?. Y I ’ = ared to vartioivate 4in p h = lower St James St. Brighton,who have provided by council officials who
ight out of a possible elghtly unable to find any trace of a letter b s A el O : :
S SraaEe g e el iy Vo ercise of this kind" without detailed been battling for the last nine did not see fit to do the same with
xamples of reading material! hfx,‘nesp‘vvlsearvulng for some five R B O L S e months to prevent an enormous office any of the 90 plus letters of object-
-l ey ML R R R LS f;i:;ij; SRy sy TeRUs ns . block and supermarkeF complex from ion to the plan, These self-important
;;w;e;”;;i;ﬁ ;:_i:;,éeré;;; . PR The Voice applauds NALGO's stand ag- destgpying their intimate resid?nt- councillors felt that t?e action of
X aftan Ris & o Tl S ainst the Creeping Cuts--because this ial and small trader area, now t?nd E.Sussex was a snub agsinst them,and,
e really think that because is what the Task Group is all about. themselves OBUShF up in the middle of anxious to assert their independence
S - RSP Amid spurious cries of "efficiency” war between Brighton Planning the Committee declared-that after all
S % Nog anakls oo rdn e and "rationalisation" they hope to ttee and their E.Sussex counterpartse] it was a local matter and gave formal
" Etaal soirdons of M e lop substantial quantities off var- | approval to Green Elms - supermariet,
hin B i o a1 R S jous departmental budgets. We don't offices,car-park,the lot,
P P PR e -now who will be next for the chop,
Sndaatrlnatloniant B as o? :vv.ri‘g OVERTIME BAN 2 but you can bet there won't be aop dﬁ?;,) I h*onlgldOhiig “Clis not only have
Performance Review Task Group in- &/* /01 mefrvpo,m.:&?hgg h:::e aixcted :e;gor.xd
Despite instructions from a speo- vestigation into Councillor ;ﬁﬁq s ¢ o~ bad faith bv,appioving : ;Zt:greonln
S 5 fi:?jfst;;;‘Z?afnggzhing 131'?0nf6renie thgt an overtime ban SRR A e which they decided the opposite way
i s A T 0 ga?da should b; enoorizi ?Yt&ll N:iig ﬁﬁm' ch last year and which was still pending
like "Janet and John"-=the usual bers as from a we ave | appeal to t :
type of indoctrination that we were to walt a bith;l)onger tc,) see 1f the i i > Tms‘ea“e‘e‘pamsnowmgf.a.t’.o.‘f‘\" .
;i; i:ii:i:e?-tzi :i.zfiztb:?wien ng:;{egouncil services are to be The planning implications of the This is one of the many public
"Janet and John" and absorbed every - , :ﬁ?tg:e gezizign'ﬁlgtveég:a Socumenia,produgedabyslalington
it of it--and it shows, A Special General Meeting of the ;eaching 8If Brighton 89:3 avay S::ﬁctietzngelp local people cope
Rast Sussex NALGO branch, held on ' reasing bureaucracy
) _ ’ with it this time, the £86,000 £ i1 busine i no)3te
Just because a person hasn't learnt March 22nd, voted to ballot members e L : " tv St él ill’b ey e usiness and po.ltics.
to read or write does not mean that ” Brighton councillors have uouﬁ A Sy i o COOVMELANPINIANES DAL AT
he/she is an imbecile incapable of on tne pan and also on a proposed always resented their demotion from much waste papers. newspaper called Info which is
i he Por Lia/heraslfiltla a one~day strike and demonstration county borough status and are using Bast Sussex has so far made no open to alternative groups in the
YRS e (S forh designed to highlight the effects the George St. affair as a way of resgonae to the insult Brighton has area including tenants' associations
ot in AP RN Tdarntty 2% ihe of the nmext round of cuts in publio attacking E.Sussex, When the Green pal ithem, and the Save George Street and various co-ops, they publish
Priends' Centre and those helping expenditure, This has put the branch Elms Property Co., (a subsidiary of Committee has acoused them of sltiing updated sheets on how to claim
are auite cavabhle of choosd g‘¢ﬁé:w in breach of national policy, and T.Lyons and Co.) first proposed their | ©on the fence. It remains to be seen, every conceivable kind of benefit,
e S R e s T T 1aid members open to disciplinary mbitious scheme last summer the however, 1f the issue 1s ralsed at updated addresses and telephone
S e L e aotion—though it is unlikely that Brighton Cttee rightly decided that the County Planning Committee meeting | numbers of local councillors and
R e e A e e any will be taken, because of the large area of office on April 13th. In the mean time, both 'action sheets' which tell you how
s it W Bomian 1pok i a Ak Aot space the matter was a oounty res- the Save George Street Committee and to paste-up,print and distribute
vProsdon™ dn the dictionsry and While some members called for strong pnsibility and accordingly referred Bﬁighton Soclety are investigating community newspapers eto.eto.
i At et i Tarteed tiass. action agaimst further outs, the ex- A few it to County hall, At this point an : e possibility of getting a High What does Brighton or Bast
Walncin= o Ragan e o i ecutive took a weaker line and ev- weeks ago alternative plan was introduced Court ruling against the decision, Sussex provide us with ???? No need
what 4t means entdally those who "want to keep Councillor Dudley by the Save George St.Committee and And they are complaining to the to answer that,
rptpdl ' ot the union out of pOlitiOB'l garried Baker, leader of the was presented to E,.Sussex along with Ombudsman and requesting an inter- But here from the Islington
the day. The most effective aoctions Tory group on Brighton the Green Elms proposal, The E.,Sussex view with a senior legal advisor in hlet tw ddre hich
called for were withdrawn before a Council, was strolling tbrousb Cttee was far more intereasted in the the Dept. of the Environment, z:mpl ealaremmugia fsses Lo\
vote had been taken; they would, Churchill Square when he saw a Dog alternative plan and threw out the o ehtoz kzo 3 SFOS (RIYLaTes
among other things, have suspended golng, as ihe Americans would put 1{0 Green Klms proposal on the grounds Footnote: ne a i b
member's work on the preparation of to the bathroom, He chased after the that the proposed offices went As an illustration of the If you think you have suffered because of the way
redundanoy notices and prevented animal’s owner and made the man cleé&r against the County structure plan, deviousness of the whole plam, it the Council’s decisions have been carried out and
the payment of Counclllor's ex- up the mess. Good for Counciller Green Elms lodged an appeal with the looks as though the aupomark;t you are dissatistied with the Council’s explanations
penses, Baker! Bul we only wish that he minister whijoh is atill pending, and which is put forward as the 're:rivor T N L Tt
¢ould ‘recognise crap when it's spaks 80 the matter rested for a while, of St James St' may prove a white The Commuission for Local Administration
The blimkered and forelook-touching én almost daily by him and his Cons- This March Green Elms have elephant, Serious doubtas about its e aRTEIEALY [H
attitude of most NALGO members will ervative colleagues, deoided to try a different taotio., feasibility were expressed by Telephone 530 3333
undoubtedly defeat both matters up They have resubmitted their original Coun. Tan MoGill, who at a publioc . You may kr?owtheCommcs?nonmsbenefasme
Make a note in your diaries. Om for ballot, and the next National plan to Brighton accompanied by an meeting on April 6th, stated that bl Ll g 0 O
/-"‘LL 26th at the Dome the Sussex w'mtu w) will probably eight page letter complaining in several large 5upgm;pkgt chains llwﬂlmm'ox.cﬂvwhanho'Ombudsman' can
Police Male Voice Choir presents reverse the Uniom's polioy anyway. < > great detail about the way in whioh were definitely not interested, and cannot investigate
"Coppers in Ovavert”!i And nezs We ge@ then return to our normal their application was handled by One had told him that the site was ' If you are having trouble because of unfair
time? "Pigs &t fhe Pisno"? posture makiag threatening noises E.Sussex 1.6, the informal consid- the wrong shape for effective discrimination on such grounds as race or sex Jou
"Rorzers Reoital®?7 ¢r the f’h\ﬂl without sotually having to do Q eration of the alternative plan, This merchandising and that acocess for mu'?&%‘mh‘sfqu:'a'gmzé‘::"&?&n&
Philharmonke®? anything, letter greatly incensed some Brighton Oversess House, Quay Street, Manc . |
, ¥ “ ]:mt 1% koeeps A Booial Worker, ocounoillors who jumped up and \lusn (:Ziixfy BT et bl i
===
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D.H.S.S.-the facts

behind

the myth.

This article has been written to publicise the views of officlals
in the Department of Health and Social Security (DHSS) which were expressed

| in informal chats with the authors,
ﬁ% le Social Securitx Abuse
L ‘ According to research by the CPAG™ (Child Poverty Action Group)
My, <fthe extent of social security abuse is a‘little less than £2m, hence for

each £2 wrongly claimed,£11,000 is paid out to claimants who are fully
entitled to the benefits they receive., In comparison with tax abuse, social
security abuse is definitely a non-problem, If tax-abuse ceased there could
be a 5p reduction in the standard rate of tax. However a 150 fold increase
in social security abuse would only make a lp difference rate of tax,

The Brighton DHSS officials we spoke to appeared to be very
deceptive in their attitudes to social security abuse.. On the one hand they
) agreed that abuse was at a very low level, and emphasised that this was due
to their vigilance in preventing abuse: on the other hand they constantly
used examples of people abusing the system as a defence against our
suggestion that the DHSS is often unhelpful to claimants, For example,we
challenged the DHSS officials with the assertion that many old people didn't
claim supplementary benefit,although entitled to it, because they felt
frightened by the complicated and daunting procedure necessary to claim 1t,
They replied that in ten out of fifteen cases they had investigated it was

found that these 0ld people had savings of thousands of pounds that they had

not declared, On this basis they felt
he issue of non-claiming of ben-

fits was pure fiction, or amounted t
no more than 20 or 30 pence a week,
Thus from a sample of 15 people they

iismissed the issue which affects
thousands of people,

We also raised the question
of their bitterly-experienced rel-
ictance to act swiftly in providing
financial assistance in cases where
families are deserted by their bread-
winner, They defended the DHSS by
explaining that delay was unavoidable
because they had to be sure that the
hreak-up was permanent because they
sserted that 'it has been known,

=
pears and leaves the DHSS
1 his arrears and then
he family having evaded

2 Discretionary Powers
Initially when we asked
about the discretionary powers allow=-

to DHSS officials in the supplementary
2fit scheme, they were keen to

| out that they were impartial
civil seryants trying to implement
the Social Security Act, and that,
although there were some discretion-
ary elements they were 'very small',
e then pointed out some of the
'very small' powers they have:-

a )whether a clalmant is a house-
holder or a non-housenolder,

b) whether a clalmant is cohabiting
¢ ) whether a claimant needs an ex-
cektiona; needs peyment

d) wnether a claimant has become
'voluntarily unemployed’',

In response to these points
they agreed that cf course visiting
officers 'exercised common sense
discretion in the granting of excep-
tional needs payments and in deciding

wnether a person 1s,0r is not, a
householder's, No doubt the mother
of 3 children aged 16,15 and 10,who
asked for an exceptional needs pay~-
ment to buy her children shoes,and
who was given £5,50 will wonder how
much common sense hqr wisiting off-
icer possessed,

/ DEPRRTMENT |
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CLAIMANTS

One high-ranking DHSS off-
iclal expressed the view that the
number of applications for emerg-
ency needs grants had risen dramat-
ically because people 'squander
their money. Another official backed
him up by saying 'we are not here to
support squanderers and alcoholics,'
e pointed out that the rise in app~-
lications was probably due t0 an
increase in need because of the low
beneflit levels which can only cover
very basic needs, In fact, the maj-
ority of emergency needs payments
go towards clothing, which is supp~-
osed to be provided for by the basic
allowance, DHSS officials seem to
see this as evidence of claimants
being squanderers, we see 1t ap
evidence of the inadequacy of benefit
levels, Bupplementary benefit is
supposed to represent the laowest
possible income above the poverty
1line, In Nov. '76 the rates were
raised by 15 per cent, but during
1976 there was a 22 per cent rise
in the cost of food, so the rise
was in fact a cut, and that means
a ocut below the poverty line,

‘OPEN TO
THE PVBLIC

5« Women and DHSS

The DHSS 1s excluded from
the Sex Discrimination Act. However,
over % of claimants are women and it
is not too difficult to see that
the areas in which they are most
discriminated against are those in
which they are challenging the
sex-role norms of our soclety,
Women receive a lower return on
their national insurance contrib-
utions than do men, they cannot
clailm for dependents. A married
woman, or & woman who is cohabiting
cannot clalm supplementary benefit
in her own right, she is declared to
be supported by a man, The DHSS
deny the existence of role-reversal

ramilies for they will not allow a
working wife to claim family income
supplement for her husband and thelr
children, In spite of the many in-
stances of discrimination against
women in the benefit socheme, a high
ranking DHSS offlicial said com=-
placentiy, "Well, if you want my
opinion, I'll give it to you. I do
not. think women are discriminated
against in the benefits they rec-

BUS FARES UP

AGAIN

Cnoe again B.A.T. bus users are
suffering from the siock joke 0P
‘revised' fares. Voloe readers. .
might like to ask BATMAN when %
was that fares were last 'revised'
Downmwards?

DHSS (Cont.)

eive.," If officials who know the
benefit system so well can be so
complacent in the face of all the
facts then one can hardly be surp=-
rised at their contravention of

the Social Security Act in their
attitudes towards cohabitation, We
mentioned above that ovohabltation
was one of the areas in which DHSS
offiocials have disoretionary powers.
According to the law a woman 1s only
oohabiting i1f she shares two of the
following with a man: purse, bed or
table., The Supplementary Benefits
Commission's policy document says
explioitly that they do not wish to
foroce women to stop having boyfriends
-~therefore if a woman sleeps with
her boyfriend but they do not cook
together or share their money she
should not be deemed to be co=-
hablting. However, CPAG have report-
ed that in 18 out of 20 cases a
woman's benefit was withdrawn com-
pletely on the basis of sharing her
bed two night a week with her boy-
friend,

Last week fargs went up by an
average of per cent, the second
major insafe in 6 months, Fares
have been ixn@igaasing with a mono-
tonous and dNEffuctive regularity
for some ye¢sPsg mow, We are foroced
t¢ ask atBha® cost to both publio
and work fd“eo ‘

At each fares increase the number
of bus users deoreases by about

2 per cent, Over a number of years
this enables BATMAN to justify the
'rationalisat?on' of services and
the cutting of ‘unecessary' jobae
All this i1s needed, we are told,

to balance the books because tax
and ratepayers can no longer afford
to subsidise public transport. A
point which ignores the fact that.
there {s a large proportion of the
tax and ratepaying population which
doesn't have access to private

tranﬂporto

Brighton Voice beljeves it 1s high
time BATMAN broke out of the spiral
of inoreased prices necessitating
further increases in prices and
concentrated on developing a bus
service which is cheap, efficlent
and fAir on its operators. Ah!{ you
might say, but that doesn't happen
anywhere, Well, you'd be wrongi!l

FRONT MAN

NAIEO members might be interested
to know that amongst those offering
themselves for election &8 the

NEC from the South Coast District
1s a member of the nazi National
Front. He 1s Roland Hazell, a
rebate assistant in the Treasurer's
Dept. at Chichester Distriot
Council,

Hls electoral address is interesting
for i1ts contradictions. At the
outset he states he is for a NALGO
concentrating on 'Staff Association
matters' and adds 'we must not
allow a minority to use NALGO for
political propoganda.' Unless, of
oourse, 1t is NF propoganda,
Politica) views, he says, can be
expresse through the parliamentary
vote. Whdoh 1s obviously why in his
address @ goes on to:

1) question NALGO affiliation
to the NCCL :

2) questfon the Union's opp-
osition to the Chile regime

3) urge the publication of the
uneocessary ‘NALGO spedial invest-
igation into the NALGO Action Group

4) wonder why, when the outs
are biting, a NALGO/NUPE committee
was formed.

5) doubt Conference's right
to oall far industrial aotion.

'“;“”'““""'

7

South Yorkshire Transport Authority
03ded two years ago to emd the

r successful attempt st book
balanoing amd to provide & ®ervice
for all. Since then there has been
only one fare increase.

So in Sheffield you pay 6 pence for
2 miles, 8 pence for 3 miles and

9 pence for 4 miles. In Brighton
you can pay as much as 16 pence
for a one mile journey. The

policy works. Last year, while
every other transport authority
lost custom., Souath Yorkshire
attracted it. Its passenger numbers
rose by ever 3 per cent last year
and th¥s yéar it expects an even
larger inoreSse as motoring costs
continue to go up. This is, in the
words of the Labour controlled
Council, an attempt at a 'redis-
tribution'of income to the benefit
of the non car-owning households'.

The scheme, is,however, not without
its enemies, foremost amongst them
being William Rodgers(Min of Tran-
sport) and by implication the
Labour Government. He has threatened
to withold part of the subsidy to
the Transport Authority if they
don't make the usual vain efforts
to 'balance the books'. The message
is clear. Labour Govermments(like
all) can damage your services.

Another jem from our NF friend is,
'Public Service Unions must be prep-
ared to accept a fair share of ocuts.,'
Doubtless the ill1, the mentally

and physically handicapped,

children without nurseries, those
withoyt home help, meals on wheels,
eto. will be the first to applaud.

His final gripe is about the NEC's
support for a closed shop. This

he says, is an 'oppressive measure'
with 'no place in NALGO'. He ahkould
Know all about oppression--afiter
all, his party deals in it.

Amongst the rubbish is & Gemand from
the politically ubiquitous Mr

Hasell for a return to free coll-
ective bargaining. stirely a fine
plece of populist gpportunism, He
oonoludes 'let us keep party pol-
1tios out of NALGO.' NALGO must
resolve to keep his brand of nasty
vioious politios out.

Voters, don't be conned.
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paign Against Represgion in West
rermany, 55 Wellington St London
WC2. The Campaign 1s organising a

Conference on repression in W,
rermany to be held on May 7th at
the North 4London Polytechnic,
vetalls from the Campalgn enclosing
SAE and 4Dp.,

.‘v

REVIEWS link

Since the appointment of the new
LINK UP Co-ordinator last December
(see Voice No 35) the group (Sussex
University Action Group, of which
LINK UP is their collective name)
has continued to expand.

LINK UP, who in the past have been
labled as patronising do-gooders,
are working hard to change thelr
emphaslis from community service to
community action. They continue to
perform importahat community services
they paint the elderly's houses,
visit the Adventure Playground at
Moulsecoomb to name but two, but now

1t appears to recognise the position

of such activity. There 1s some-
thing clearly wrong with students
simply converging on an old lady's
and shutting her up in the kitchen
while they furious}ly decorate the
living-room, and departing never .to
veé 8een agalin,

The formation of the Legal Action
Group within LINK UP is highly

representative of this changing
feeling. In association with the
L.A.B, and the Brighton Rights

Centre, they have set up a legal
advice stall in the Union Hall in
Alr Street every Saturday - a highly

1-'#(‘,;]

logical thing for law students to do

P

L ®

Since the Occupation at Sussex Uni-

versity in early March, as part of
the students' campaign against
education cuts, CACTL - The Campaign
Against the Criminal Trespass Law -
has come under LINK UP's area of
work, which is a highly significant
step tow ards true community activ-

i?@é aim to obtain premises in Brigh-

ton, mentioned in Voice No. 35, will
soon be achieved. LINK UP will soon

have an office in the - Open Cafe 1in

Victoria Road, Practicalitlies are
being worked out at the moment, &and
more details will appear in future
editions of the Voice.

Organisation for the Kid's Karn-
ival and the Environmental Pree
Fair has begun. The Date to remember
18 June llth, Friday, This firmly
established event will @&gain be held
on the grass outside Falmer House,
and any group who would like to have
a stall, and haven't recieved an
invite, do please contact LINK UP
on Brighton 680380, and they'l]

.8end you more details.

NEWSHCE [R‘I'F,

12 issues

7 Viotoria Rd
Brighton

official
secrets

Why not give MI5 or MI6 a ring?
Their phone numbers are 01-930-
6789 for MI5 and 01-928 5600 for
M6,

day of

labour

Mayday 1s workers' day, and this
year it is being celebrated in Bri-
ghton“with a procession to a fest-
ive gathering on the Level.

The day's events, organised by
the Brighton, Hove and District
Trades Union Comnoil, will start
at 10,00 when the procession asse-
mbles at Regency Square, At 10,30
the trade unionists, their families,
friends and supporters, will move
off, golng via the sea front and
the Steline to the Level,

Awaiting them there will be
Morris dancers, stalls, food, a
Jasz band, beer and many other
forms of entertainment - inocluding
speeches from Andy Durr (President
of Brightoa TUC), Geoff Jones

(Chairman of Brighton Labour Party),

Owen Davis (NALGO) and Jim Terry
(ASTMS). Everybody is weloome to
Join in the -fun,

THE

Whitewash?

Just how much is Bast Sussex
paying to their County Engineer,
Mr Denys Charnock, to help pay
for his forthooming trip to

Tokyo where he is to lecture an
international read federation
conference on the safety value

of reflective white lines painted
on the edges of roads? According
to their press office, the county
oouncil is only paying a 'small
sum' towards his expenses, but
when pressed by the Voloe they

refused to say how much that small
sum 1s,

BOWDEN BUGS
NEW

TAPPING
DEVICE

lﬁ@rvw Bowden sees them every-

where, dke his bosom pal Margaret
Twitoher, the Tory MP for Kemp Town
sees reds under,over and in the

bed, After his attack on the Volce,

his tirade against teachers who
dare to eat lunches in the middle
of the school day,and his farocloal
acousation against people who are
teaching adults to read he has
turned his attention to ante-natal
ocoare, Aocording to reliable nurses
he 1s planning to expose the
left-wing indootrination whioh
goes on in ante-natal olinios in
North Brighton, By means of
stethosoopic taps on the stomachs
of pregnant women it is poassibdble
to convey to the unborn child any
propaganda whioh oan be reduced to
morse oode, The,K trots and maoists
in the North Brighton oliniocs are
known by Andrew Bowden to be well-
ahead of their right-wing rivals
in this new means of political
praxis, His question to the House
on this 1ssue was given through
olenched teeth: his anger oould
hardly be oontrolled,

RTO
OUND

Money down

the drain at
University.

We have 1t on the national
grapevine that our luxurious univ-
ersities are next in line for the
cuts., Of course they won't go too
far and upset the elite in their
ivory towers, at least not to the
point whdre they apctually force
the educated mandarins off their
hackside Se

We've been hearing a bit
about our omn local ivory tower
lately = during a tour of the
working people who service the
luxurious offices and rooms in
which the University's "life"
goes one, It was quite an ear-
opener, The plasterers and deo=-
orators were partiocularly
jovial about it, According to
them the amount of money poured
down the drain at the University
of Sussex in totally unnecessary
redecoration and "upkeep" 1is
scandalousy Time and time again
they are sent to rooms to
redecorate and they go in and find
them in perfect condition.They
ring up “to check that they are in
the right room, They are. So they
get on with it. Money,money,
money., "What's this place made of?"
they ask,unable to believe the jobs
they are told to do. "Ah" say
the wise men of the University
"It's all a question of separate
budgets” 0, K ? Get it ? In
ordinary language that means
you have to spend the money
redecorating rooms in perfect
oondition whether you like it or
not, because you can't spend the
money on anything else, Certainly
not on education; that would be
a gross misuse of the money,

Apology

The author of the artiocle
"May Opposes Sale of Council
Houses™ (Voioce 35) wishes us
to state that he apologises to
Nr. Tony Gresnstein for

incorrestly attributing certain
remarks to him,

e P
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nat way. By concentrating on
their grievance and not relating it
the wider fight against the cuts,

y thinking solely of their own
jockets and not offering support to
those fighting other battles, the
iembers of the Assoclation reveal
themselves as little more than a
self-interested middle class
Presaure group.

Thelr latest plan verges on the
ridiculous, They intend t0o run a
leet of buses up to London for
the benefit of those who don't
want *o pay the increased rall
fares, Tommuters are by nature a
pretiy orazv bumth of people~they
have t9 b to put up with the ser-
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ice offered by BR=- but there
can't be many mad enough to want
spend 15-2 hours in a cramped

{

ct
O

coach twice a day when they could
be oinz by train. And even if
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ld be wishf,l thinking to
t ] “

their senses and join with other
groups fighting the cuts, More
likely they will cotinue to

argue with British Rall, even Jullan Amery Speaks.ss..

A“’

though there is nothing BR can do,

r ~ - o - - | .
and continue to insist nat thear

Since the entirely unsurprising
| T revelation last December that
VAT "good old Jule"™ had done the least
B i - work of all but one of the WN.P.s
in the H of C during the previous
year, an amazing change has taken
place, He not only appeared in the
House during Question Time, but
I c2ctually asked a question!
-'44.-‘1.:’05 And what, I hear you ory, was
the subject of this question? Well,
folks, sorry to disappoint you; it
wasn't about housing the homeless,

0 ~:m” \Pkw,

; s+ The noticeboard in the
???,:? ij;:é ;2J;;£gnzcn station or about reducing defence expenditure,
LORS e SR e or even about increasing the tax on
which use 0 % } aloohol, Hé wanted to know what the
trains arri J“; on time, f“SP o rovernment was doing to improve
mysteriously dissapi 11T«;-t <y relations with Ian Smith,
umably the truth just got 10 We just thought you'd like to know.

too painful,

OVER TO YOU

On July 11th and 12th a visiting
South African cricket team 1is
due to play a matoh against a
Sussex eleven at Worthing's

Manor Sports Ground,

In May the Women's World Bowling
Championships will be held in
Worthing. It is intended that a
South African team will take part.

ANTI-APARTHEID GROUP
entast Magh Dayluy, ofe
falgy, 104 Queens R4, B*ton

*A.S. NEILL !“8! For
alternative elucatien
prejects 691712,

*B'TON & HOVE SQUATZERS
UNION AND TENANTS ASSOC.
Meets 8,30, Tuesdays, at
7 Victoria R4, B'ton.

*R'TON & HOVE TRADES

COUNCIL Co-ordinating
group .of locel trade unions

affiliated to TUC; Kelth -

Orange 688777.
¢ LABOUR HISTORY

. «OJECT and LABOUR HISTORY
PRESS 179 Lewes Rd, B'ton.

B!'TON COMMUNITY ARTS
WORKSHOP Dance on Mondays
Juniors 6.30-7.30, Senlors
7.30=9,30 at Carlton Hill
School, Drama, mime and
musioc on Wednesdays,
Juniors 6.,30-7.30, Senlors
7¢30=9,30, Call 691318

for detalls,

*B'TON FEDERATION OF

TENANTS ASSOCS Secretary,
72 Swanborough Pl, B'ton,

®B'TON FILM THEATRE
64 North St, 29563. Support
your local non=-profitmaking

cinema,

®B'TON HOSTEL Soup-run
10,00=11,00 daily under
the arches; meals 12,00~
2,00 Sundays. Need clothes,
food, Help! 6863203 105
Islingword Rd, B'ton,

®R'TON BUS USERS ACTION
GROUP Secretary, 78 Holmes
Avenue, Hove. 722596.

*R'TON LESBIAN GROUP

18t, 3rd & 5th Weds at
1, 9 St Michaels Pl;

info from Lee there,

*B'TON SHORT-~LIFE HOUSING
ACTION GROUP 2 Prince Albent

Bt. 202492,

*B'TON SOCIETY Environ-
mental group; Selma
Montford, 10 Clermont Rd.

GROUPS

*B'TON TRADES & LABOUR

' CLUB Reeting plase for

Brade undonists; 16 Lemes
R, 61101,

*ERITAIN/GDR S0CIEYY
Facts asd info om Rast

Germany} 686259,

®CAMPATGN AGAINST A
CRINMINAL TRESPASS LAW
e¢/o0 7 Victoria Rd, B'ton,
Watch for developments,
especially meetings,

*CAMPAIGN FOR HOMOSEXUAL
EQUALITY Details of regular
meetings from 202930 8.00-
10.00pm dally, AiLse CHE
Women's Group.

*CONFERENCE OF SOCIALIST
RECONOMISTS Keith Smith,
{0 Warleigh Rd, B'ton,

*FRIENDS CENTRE Meeting
place with educational
classesy 16 Ship St, B'ton,

27835.

*FRIENDS OF THE WESTERN
BUDDHIST ORDER Meditation,
olasses, discussion and

lectures; 19 George St,
B'ton. 693971.

*GINGERBREAD Self-help

and pressure group for
one-parent families; 774087

*MENTAL HEALTH GROUP
Bringing psychiatrio
patients into the community;

o/¢ Open 27878,

*MOULESCOOMB * ADVENTURE
PLAYGROUND Needs money,

materials and help; o/o

67 Centre, off Hodshrove Rd,

*NATIONAL ABORTION
CAMPAIGN Contaot Womens

Centre,

*NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR

CIVIL LIBERTIES (Sussex

Group) 689385 or write c/o

Public House, 21 Little
Preaton 3t, B'ton,

POETRY AT OPEN
Thursdays, SBpe.nm,
[/ Viotoria Rd,

11
GATHERINGS ETC

WORKERS' NMUSIC ASSOCIATION

*PRICR HOUSE Youth and Neeting at Priends' Centre,
Community Centre; many Ship St. on 218t May 7..45
activities, inel open "Music and Song in Political
creche ; Carlton Hill. Struggle.” An illustrated
&19250 ta-l-ko

SRANK ARD FTI& Organisation| *WORKING ASSOC OF MOTHERS

of temchers wyth NUT. R e e
68911} after 6.0093‘ Baby sltting, creche, eto.

WORK HAZARDS GROUP.

*RIGHT TO READ Information and resources

Mrs Prior 29801. (including Hazards Bulletin)
on health and safety at work.

*RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN

68 Compton Rd. Brighton.
Organising trade unionists
and the unemployed to fight

for the Right to Work; PA PE R S

19 Elm Grove, B'ton. *BRIGHTON PIGHTS BACK
Messages 720891. Communist Party of Britain

(Marxist-Leninist) pamphlet

*SOCTALIST ENVIRONMENT & on the cuts. 10p from 37
RRSOURCES ASSOC 236 The Gloucester Rd, B'ton.

Wrekin, Lindfield, Hayw-
ards Heath: Lindfield 3760.| *EDUCAT Local teacher and

education magazine; 42
Egremont Pl. 680258,

*SOCIETY FOR ANGLO-

CHINESE UNDERSTANDING *QUEENSPARK Paper for the
Daniele Furci, 12 Berkeley Queens Park area. 14

Row, Lewes, Lewes 212 Toronto Terr, B'ton.
*SUSSEX ALTERNATIVE *SQUATTERS HANDBOOK
TECHNOLOGY GROUP c/o 11 Available from 2 St Pauls
George St, B'ton. 691318 R4, London N1, or Open

Cafe. 10p + postage.

y SPORT i e - *WHOLE EARTH Altermative

McNulty, 75 Upper Lewes Rd. technology, organie
living, local environmen-
tal action: 20p from 11

*WE WANT THE WEST PIER George St, B'ton. 691 318.

CAMPAIGN John Lloyd, 5

§§ﬁ1° Nue- e 2 Yone *WRAG QUARTERLY NEWSLETTHR

26578+ available from Womens
Centre, 174 Thorndean Rd,

*WOMEN'S CENTRE Open B'ton; 50p for 2 issues,

10,00-1 .00 Mon-Fri and
6.30-8,30 Weds eves at
Resources Centre, Presbyt-

erian Church Hall, North The Voice collective
Rd. Tel 27612. meets every Sunday

at 8.30p,ms at Open
WNOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL Cafe, 7 Victoria Rd.
LEAGUE FOR PEACE & FREEDOM ALL ARE WELCOME
684604,

Reproduction of BRIGHTON
VOICE articles, in whole or in
part, is weloomed, as a ocontrib-
ution te the spreading of inform-
ation and development of publio
debate but all rights are reserved
with respect to the publiocatien
a8 a whole, No part of this er
any other publication by Pendkarn
Ltd m&y Be miorofilmed withoyt the
prier permission of the oop t
owner,
Printed and Published by Pendkarm

Ltd, 7, Vioteria Rd Brighten,

T



	DSC_0153
	DSC_0154
	DSC_0155
	DSC_0156
	DSC_0157
	DSC_0158



