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the north-west corner of the ground,l .
the touchline, At this point there was
no trouble,apart {from t he ritual ins-
u1lts between rival supporters, Sudden ! ‘
ly, one of our superbly-trained polic\ N
logs leapt up against a barrier and
grabbed - ;i.’. tle boy being held by
his father, The child,aged about / was
pulled bodily over the barrier and
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teeul 1**" ATK ﬁ"' nJ oat,or If the committal proceedings are anything to go by, the public will never know what Crispin Aubrey,John Berry
W v nis i~’ [ 7” by and Duncan Campbell are said to have done, These three men are being tried under the Official Secrets Act,but

ﬂ Al AOg S accompanying r.u. on Thursday 10 November the prosecution demanded that the star witness for the opecial Branch should remain
Linally noticed wnat L Sy unknown to the public, after securing the magistrates' agreement that the details of the charges against the
ind ordered the dog oif.re pilcked defendants should be heard in secret. From the public's point of view this is no less than a Secret piece of
ip LA ld,passed him back to his prosecution to back up Secret charges heard in Secret and judged in Secret under the 0fficial Secrets Act. |
Lather and spent th next ter minute on top of it all the prosecution accused one of the defending lawyers of being unreliable because he was an
aiiy ng | ,,.-si‘ to him, pre = ex-official of the National Council of Civil Liberties } If ever the NCCL had a Job to do it is NOW,
/Y TPE€AsSsSuUring nim about how well
Bloody Lenin again'! Why can't you dress up as Father e logs were iyxiap1. T used to Crispin Aubrey and Duncan Camobell,both journalists,and
Christmas like evervone else’s Dad?" =N think that tod. John Berry,their contact,were all arrested after an

An, Albion supporter. evening talking together in February. It is claimed by
e S ——————— the prosecution that the subject matter of their discuss-
ree copy ion was dn Official Secret. Who knows? Who will ever know ? ro '
“ncan . technical journalist, joined the NUJ.
, Write ¢ | N . = . Who ? R ead O, | aqd has since bccp a rcgular con-
. | g tributor to New Scienrist magazine and
n | ' ‘ campbell other papers. He is recognised as a
' e SRISED L | specialist in communications and
, By | o At BT 2 bl technology ‘ ‘
: 3 | : L7 In 1976, he was the co-author with
0. ] ] e, a) 3 : G658 . 2 o - deported American journalist Mark
' . nd 1 nest ' - 2 ' bl = Hosenball of an article in London's
, ze rOUj . the peacefu t pher I the I'ime Out magazine describing the
, raft obiect Windhorse Bookshop. We're i ‘Eavesdroppers’ - the British Government
5 , Pas | c tivitd jeorge Street,first turning left Communications Headquarters at
. : : bv +hi St.James' St. You might even Cheltenham. This article, the research
B o M4 v a Wastorn Buddhi ad ze : f tea. for which involved no secret informa-
' - ' - T we st o oHERGAAL | | . — tion, was the central piece of evidence
: . . ’ inisation Aastened o masl (More in next issue on the ¥riends at the Home Office's hearing into the
A ' | e Y- ' the Western Buddhist Order) Hosenball deportation.
A8 SROOLE.. DRRES Ok Ritper iRy | He is a member of the Labour party
Oh Ron | o= Ao ST oot Lo Sl AR 2 orT and was a delegate to Brighton Trades
2 ticesg,from meditation to right live- NOW WHMH L Dm C i f B nghton I rades
il d iy el gl S e “OO$£7 ouncil for eighteen months before
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r Ror rive; €L0p as lndividuals,overcoming their pressure of the case and the Special
' . , el : nd4 4 or nd growing - Branch's seizure of all his books and
wzing . , O re al - nderstanding, H Duncan Campbell is a Scot—bomn in '| papers, Duncan could not stay in
: ' > +hin wareness,frien " nd energy. Glasgow 25 years ago. He spent his Brighton and now lives in Islington. a r s
' | e Cal 2 e " 197! childhood in Dundee where he attended | Like his co-defendants he has found
‘ ' a0 takor ng me to get off a local secondary school. difficulty in maintaining the normal ‘
: =3 ‘ - )] now in the proc i He started work with the East patterns of his social .and working life.
At His oubldciavpnord 72 oxvanston:¥Aslnel0l SRt oL s ta Sussex County Council in 1974 in their | Especially disheartening was the collapse
v , : . ' I othel ool . rds,decorative can- planning department and later became a | of a small industrial co-operative, lUp BEPree posters and free stiokers (such as the one shown on
= | o ; AT ‘ s 5 A i teacher at s Newhaven comprehensive, ?vith two mf"f” (0 manufacture d“'"l the centre page inside) can be got from the Committee set
D X . les, ) . ! ind . after spending three years at Oxford inspection equipment for local authori- o oveaniss the ‘ds TN e g e .
e on u IOERY Vb PEVY e prinis, ar me of the cheapest University and one at Sussex. He has ties. This followed the seizure of even FC Y Rpa G ‘JU \@ Cotenoe of Aubrey,Berry and Campbell,
NE Ly n craft nd curios in town, a first class degree in physics. the business plans and accounts by the ne8s the ARG Lz"' FeRce vampalgn, .O'/O Time Qut,37. Grays Inn
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sacked, yet they rarely get

the sort of protection you

would expect from the law,
For example a carpenter

we have
designed the
ideal operator

o N ou
it

working on the multi-million
pound swimmning complex at
Eastbourne was sacked for
refusing to work with the
Killer substance asbestos,

Also a window cleaner woriking
for School and General Cleaning
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18 a4 small German publisher in
Osnadruck, West Germany, who spec-
1allze polely in books on the 8.8,
Last year they published 5 such
Brighton they are rep-
resented by Patrick Hinchy and his
erman wife Traute, The claim 4is
that they want 'to set the record
straight' on the 8,8, Connections
vetween the Hinchy family and right-
wing politics are not expected to
be nard to find,
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WOMEN RECLAIM
THE NIGHT

Three women I know personally were
attacked after dark in Brighton last
week, A woman out on her own at
night is asking for trouble, She's

: ly "on the pick-up", looking
secr to
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! in which thelr past sexual re-

lationships are drageged un. Rape is
} g ; !

the only crime 1in which the victim
181 rove ner  nnocence,

1 sermany earlier t! sear women
i€ At . & laim tTne ght for
¢ elves, arching through the

t3 . uting, 3inging, and cele-
pral ...'".H, taking ver TheE vreet allQ

king space for themselves (some-
thing women are never allowed to 40.)
here wa some phvsical abuse from

le bystanders who found the ght
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T . Nignte. In Brightor
1a met t1 M 1704 Centre,

ainted our faces, armed ourselve:
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togetner through the centre of
Brighton, 1t was very satisfying to

see men at a 1loss for once, moving
1t of the way for us. As we marched
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ay, "1 can't count the number of
times 1've walked down here at night
wiOonNnilg I was invisible,"”
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ions that the situation will be any

in the future, Rapes and
assaults on women will continue,
Last Saturday can only be a begin-
ning, We must shatter this myth of
the "uncontrollable male urge" and
see rape for what is 1s, the physic-
sertion of men's power over
women., The only real answer to rape
the fight of all women to control
our own lives., Being able to defend
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yourself physically is an lmportant
part of that, A large number of as-
saults have been thwarted by a woman
simply standing up to her attacker
and at least appearing to be able to
lefend herself, Even a plercing
shriek will often scare away an at-
tacker, There are women's self-
defence classes at the Resource Cen-
tre, Any woman who is interested,
phone Tasha at 65177,

years~ nothing .

MarinaDispute

- Latest

Things moove along very slowly
down at the Marina site. Since our
last issue, next to nothing has
haprened about the one issue outstan-
ing from the strike, What is news is
that 85 construction workers are to
be laid off by christmas. This isn't
being resisted,

As we go to press the district

officials of T&GWU and UCATT, the
two senior shop stewards and the
Taylor Woodrow management are due to
hold a meeting on site to discuss
the outstanding problem of the bonus

scheme, The men are demmanding the

.- ‘. * 9 s\‘ » 1 » ™ » -
minimum cut-off level of payment,
» o . - ~}:‘-: » “-r -
petore the addition of anv money

mader an incentive scheme, As we
nave reported before, under the
sent scheme some men are getting
less each, bonus included, than they
1d i incentive scheme was
introducedy, The senior stewards want
an Invef"VuilLH Committee to monitor
all payments. Management agrees that
ther2 1s a problem, but denies the
necessity of any monitoring body,
Despite the intransigence of
31te director, who has labelled the
two senior stewards"trouble-makers"
thought that if negotiations
an be condacted exclusivly at site
level an agreement can be reached.,
Agaln as we have sald before the men
nave absolutly no intention of break-

\ng the pavy code,
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There should have been some
redundancies in May, before the strike.
But now, with Taylor Woodrow due to

_ ite in June 1978, and the
notices coming late as they did, the
senior stewards seem fairly happy
with the present arrangement. The
Project Manager, with little to lose,
nas been cooperative and the stewards
were able to get extensions for 50%
of the met till christmas. 156 will
stay on the job, If more work comes
up some will come off the list. The
118t took the stewards two weeks to
finalise, They had urged caution on
those men who had wanted weekent work,
and had painted out how this would
bring the date for redundancies nearer,
fhey say that this was the biggest

blem they had to deal with,

One of the men met at the gate by
A Voice reporter claimed that the
senior stewards had "done their
itmost to protect the mens jobe
until christmas”, He agreed that
the demmand for work at weekends
nad been a big contridutary factor,
some men had endaingered the pros-
pects of the rest of the site,

We see the same old fundamental
contradictions here between the
intereste of the men and those of
the company. We can only stress that
the best possible deal has been
obtained, Taylor Woodrow never gives
anything away. For these men who

navent been on site statutory two
'

BUSMEN INTERVIEW

There have been a number of
new developments on the Brighton
buses since the Voice reported
the busmen's highly sucessful
strike in its September edition,

A Voice reporter visited
Conway Street Garage and inter-
viewed union committee member
Brian Avery. He began by asking
him what his reaction was to the
Voice reporting of the strike.
"Brighton Voice is now an accepted
part of the branchy Brian said,
"It set the balance right,regarding
our side of the dispute which the
Argus had completely ignored. We
see Brighton Voice as the best
medium of publicity that we have
and look forward to using it in
the future, We urge every trade
union branch to take the Voice
and to sell it in the workplace",

Daimler Fleet

What happened as a result of
the strike ? The Daimler 'Fleet
line' , the mechanical state of
which was the cause of the dispute,
have been sent to central works
for repair. "When the first one
was done,"Brian noted, "it was
checked to see how the improve-
ments showed themselves on the
road. There was certainly more
power and stabilisers had been
fitted, which made for a much
improved ride, but no power
steering had been fitted. The
lads at Worthing were unhappy
with this| and the bus has been
sent back for more repairs.,”

Another repercussion of the
strike is that discipline has
been much stricter, especially

Y Worthing, where the dispute

uegan.

Firemen’s Strike

Take home pay for Fire
service workers starts at

about £39.46, rising on
appointment to £40.80 after
6 months; to £42.21 after 3
years; to £45./5 in the fourth
year, ending on £46.71 as the
qualified rate ( F. B, U.
figures ),
Thie 18 fer a 4B hour week!
The claim is for }U% to bring
them in line with the average
wage of an industrial worker,
plus 10% becsuse of the dangers
of the job and the special
8kille needed, They are also
osking for a reduotion in
thelr working week

have passed a motion in support of
the firemen, implying a oritiocism
of the govermnment's pay polioy,

The Brighton Labour Party Executive

At Conway St Hove the direct
result has been the putting into
service of 32 new buses to replace
the ageing "Queen Marys", that
have been the mainstay of the
conductor operated routes for
well over ten years, "The lads
picked the routes on which the
new buses were to be used and
after a week or so checks were
taken to ensure that there were
no operating problems".

No Future
For Conductors ?

It is important to note that
all these buses are of the one-
man type, even though many are
being used on conductor operated
routes., Is this part of the
management's move to complete
conversion to one man operation ?
"Certainly'Brian agreed, "but as
Pete Marshall told you before,
we strongly oppose this., Dis-
cussion points that we have
submitted to management are quite
clear on this" Extracts are :-

l, No more conversion to comp-
letely one man operated routes.
Future conversions should at
least use a conductor during
the "middle shift"period. That
is to cope with the rush hours
and the busy day time periods,

2. No service cuts for five years
following any conversions,

3. Medical tests on one man oper-
ators to find out the long
term effects of this kind of
work,

The management’s reply to this
was contained in a laughably brief
one page "document" which stated
that all services were to be reg-
arded as one man operated and

that all conductors were to be
phased out by 1 st Jan 1981, So

clearly the management are at

this stage, quite un-prepared to
accept that a conductor has any
futuré in the bus industry at all,
Pete Marshall told us that the
first meeting on the matter was
inexplicably cancelled by the
nanagement but that another was
lmminent., We shall follow those
disoussions with interest.

“Your father got out of the wrong side of bed this moming"

Fare Increases

And what of the recent fare
increases ? Did the union appose
these ? "It was the intention of
the whole fleet to oppose these
increases”, said Brian," but it is
a sad fact that there was a lack
of interest by the membership to
put forward a strong case on the
matter)' That didn't seem to be very
good, seeing that the busmen need
a good relationship with the
travelling public and fare increases
can hardly produce that.

"The death of the 'Save Qur
Services'committee was the cause
of the lack of opposition to the
fare rise just implemented",Brian
admitted, "but now the committee has
been revived, the lads are volunt-
eering to sit on it, It is contact-
ing other community groups, to get
them involved, and has speakers
available to visit groups to
explain the latest position",

"We want more contact with the ‘
community,'Brian told us) if commun-
ity groups care to write to us at
conway street, we will gladly send
a speaker to their group and foster
permanent links with them. Without
the community we are nothing - we
can negotiate every day of the week,
but it finally wont mean anything
unless we have the support of the
communi ty."

SO 1t is clear that the Brighton
busmen have a difficult period ahead.
The one-man bus issue is clearly
very important. Those of us who
have seen how long it takes a one
man bus to take on its load in
Churchill Square, or seen a Mum
with children and pushchairs
struggle onto the bus without a
conductor to give them a hand, know

that a bus conductor is by no means
redundant in a busy urban area

such as Brighton. We wish the

busmen well in their campaigns and
urge all community groups to contact
them and give thei) support.

WRITE TO BRIAN AVERY AT :
T&GWU, 1/402 BRANCH, BUS
GARAGE, CONWAY ST, HOVE.
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THE DAMAGING IMPACT OF THE CUTS IS STEADILY GROWING.
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queues row extending further than
D T before, cuttinz off the Lee Nursing

Home in Dyke Road, and obstructing
the free entrance and exit of ambu-

too frightened to go to the local
shors ror all the reasons already me
mentioned, The Borough Engineer quo-

-

lances from the various hospital de- SNt re e abont Trappa
- ) - 8, 1¢L\I“8 ao0u ra +.C mOVementS
partments on Dyxe Road, The gqueues . . . .
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and lorries loading and unloading
sor the pie factory situated there,.
These almost permanent fixtures vir-
tually ensure single lane traffic.

Traffic swinging wide to negoti-
ate the corners at the narrow junc-
tions at either enda of Bath Street
nave caused four accidents so far.
One bus trying to negotiate one of
the two corners that are sharper tha
than 90 degrees got its steering
wheel locked and the driver had to
dismount to poke around under the
ponnet thus helping to speed uv the
traffic flow enormously., Most of the
other buses and long vehicles don't
try that hard and simply mount the
pavements as the crushed kerbstones
testify,

The second major concern is that
of nowthe local pedestrians are aff-
ected, 1hose people who spend hours
in the area shopping and socialising
and not simvoly minutes in a car.

The hundred or so people at the
public meeting were unanimous in
their disapproval of the new one way
scneme, and there were representati-
ves there from the Clifton and Mont-
pelier, West Hill and Preston Park
community associations, There were
also the Secretury of the Traies
Ucuneil bus operative), many
local tracerz including the Chemist

"
a1 e

who issues a nundred prescriptions

daily, anda Mr, lTogn representing Lee
Nursingz Home in “Yyke Road who spoke
of staflf and elderly patients being

.

4.

thought it necessary t.
toilets there inciuding
unit already mentioned,
Of{'iceé provided thres
telephcnes and a letter tox, all
vheac in constant Councillor
Theocald fali.ed tc uppease the gen-
cral w#ratn at the public meeting
with gcuch tactful stulements as,
"Aayone whce was presumpluous enough
to say in sdvance in advance (4.c.
pefore 6 months were up) whether or
not the bohiame was a success vsr aul
was 4 P)ul¥

to over 100 people who clearly
npd made p thely minds,

‘ » »
Sever iations ralse

better sense
huild public
trie disapled
the

p ‘. e ™ :
LJbl: - :-(JS .

UuSGC,

OV2Ir'al yue “hem-
e¢lves about the high-handed way in
nich the schema hss been carried
out and the nmisleunding information
the council i3 using to Justify the
nchemeé, The scheme that has been
carried out 1s ccmpictely different
to the criginal propo sais sst out
in the Brighton Area Treffic Manage-
ment Study in 19/5 published so that
the gereral public can contribute to
discussions about it, The present
scheme is of course being monitored
(but not by local residents) but how
efficiently? The average level qucial
®5r the noise metor readingzs exceeds
the 1imit sreciflied by the Noise Ina-
1ilation Regulationg under the Land
Compensation Act 1973, This ls das-
nlte the meter réadings having beaen
nade only between 10 a.m, and 4p.m.,
thnt 1s excluding peak hours, The
Repgulationa epecifically state the
measuring pariod to be fa.m. to 12
p.m,, but thelr machine broks down
at 4p.m. and thay didn't bothar com=
iag back, The Police have also been
monltering the sltuation and coma up
nith the interccting obsarvstion,
"Apart Zron peak perlods when

liks all othar malu Junctionz 1in tne
ovn tralt'iec becomes corpested, the

cAow of vehiclao through tho Sevon

"Highways and General Transport
Committee" wnich met on Monday Nov-
ember /th, On Saturday October 15tn
there was a small demonstration for
about twenty minutes consisting not
of sitting down on the Dials but
keeping all the zebra crossings at
once in continual use making the
needs of the pedestrian felt,

Jam Tomorrow

When
the Traffic sub-committee met they
received another deputation and
stated that the situation would be
reviewed in six months, and would
continue to be 'monitored! This is
a tactical decision, as Councillor
Theobald said at the public meet-
ing,

"Many new schemes caused disg-
ulet at first, but later on or so
people becaome amazingly silent,
Three months afterwards w2 never
heard another word!

The Council rely on people to
forgat how used to look, to forget
if' the old scheme really was better
and by cooling the situation for
months so that anger turna to apathy
It 1is difficult to remain angry for
six monthsa, but prove them wrong,
sign the petitaion in the chemists,
Continue to write to the Borough Seo=-
retary at the Towmn Hall, ask about
the monitoring and when the publioc
geta to compare their findings with
its own findings.Keep your eyes open
ffor the demonstrations that will
take place such as the one from Bath
Street on Saturday the 19th of Nov=-
ember at 2,50 p.m,

All information supplied by the
'Seven Dials Safety Action Group.
o/o Flat 2,

Beau Houass,
Bath Street,
Brighton

BNT 5 TA
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Anyone /everyoneiinvited to
submit material

WRITE TO BRIGHTON
VOICE 7 VICTORIA RD.,
Reproduction of
BRIGHTON VOlCtI articles,
fin whole or in part, is wel-
comed, as a contribution

to spreading of information
and development of Public
debate but all rights are re- '
served with respect to the
publication as a whole. No
part of this or any other pub-
lication by Pendkarn Ltd. ma
be microfilmed without the
prior permission of the
copyright owner,

and Published by
Ltd., T Victoria Rd

r
Pendkam

'k 11

SLLLRARARRRRARRMAERAEEL LT




12
Social

Worker Victimise

Authority roots out radical
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Steven Bassam by EBast Sussex Social
5« It ended in October of this

ct
.
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ussex Social Services in October 1976
|

Scheme,., Under this scheme it

ide a grant to the trainee for

ty providing he or she

litical reasons., The
1 n a ter from Denis
Allen,Director of Social Services,
in which he quite openly admitted
ty is inevitably

- ~
period satisfactorily. That means
m from the Social Work Supervisor,
red with the trainee's work and
County Social Work authorities who
blatantly over-rode his Supervisor's
report for po

' 4 i ™ - - 4
that a local authori
+ t

ibject to "immediate political
ontrol”. Steve therefore was advised
» look for a Social Work job else-
where and was refused the grant which
e had rightly expected after suct
mnr rved ipport from all those

0 knew his work.

Hox could Denis Allen Jjustify his
tical decision 7 Only by reference
Steve's involvement with
squatti ivities which HAD NOT
BEEN HELD AGAINST HIM AT THE TIME
BY THOSE WHO INTERVIEWED HIM FOR
THE SCHEME, He also objected to
Steve's continued involvement in
squatting once he was a trainee,
though there was no evidence what-
soever to show that this adversely
affected his Social Work, No complaint
was ever made by his supervisor,

It now seems that Denis Allen was
probably talking personally when he
to 'political control',.In
other words it seems likely that he
was under political pressure from
the Tory hawks on the Soclial Services
Committee,some of whom are known to
have close connections with property

referrad

deals in Brighton, In fact when Steve
appealed against the decision Denis
Allen showed no hostility to Steve
either as a person or a Social Worker
but appeared to have his hands tied
by unnamed people behind the

scenes,

Worried about the implication of the
Director's decision for workers in
Social Services and other local
authority sectors, Steve decided to
fight it. In so doing he enlisted
the support of the local NALGO
Branch Executive, who were clearly
concerred that workers might

suffer discrimination at work
because of personal political
activities, Steve has evidence that
Soclal Services have practised this
discrimination with previous
trainees,

NALGO County and Regional

officers obtained little satisfaction
for Steve from the County's own
'grievance procedure', the final stage
of which was an appeal committee |
carefully comprised of three Tories,
In the 3hr.5min. hearing at Pelham
House in October,Councillors Rayer,
Kimber and Mrs Bryson-White paid no
attention to the evidence presented
by Union Rep Leighton John on Steve's
behalf,They were only interested in
liscovering if Steve was still a
member of the Squatters Union.Kimber
was even stupid enough to suggest
that Steve knew it was theft to squat
empty houses,After arguing the case
for Shrs.and forcing an open
admission from the Director that it
was Steve's private political activity
that provided the basis for his
lecision the appeal committee retired
for just Smins to rubber stamp what
all concerned already knew,

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS

Unhappy with the Committee of 3's
politically bilased judgement Steve
has taken legal advice with a

view to bringing the case before

an Unfair Dismissals Tribunal,
Counsel in London has advised he has
a strong case, East Sussex County
Council can expect to be hearing
shortly from the local Industrial
Tribunal secretariat,

lllllllllllllIlIllIlllIlllIllllllllllllllll,IIII--!-----------I...-.....---..................-........

CIRCUS FIGHT
HOTS UP

AS TORIES
BACK DOWN

In a move designed to take the
Steam out of local peoplds fight
againat the redevelopment of the
station site, British Rail consult-
ants Nathariel Litchfield have
agreed to allow the Preston Circus

ssoclation space at the exhibition

of their proposale,

'he likelihood of demonstrations

\d adverse publicity has forced
their hand, and they are hoping that
the professionalism of thelr show
will swamp the Association's amateur
efforts when the exhibition goes
ahead - probably in January or

February - at the of fices of Brigh-
ton Planning Department in North St.

Apart from stressing the effects,
in human terms, of the demolition of
nouses in Viaduct Road, and the
benefits to the town of a "housing
only" scheme, the Community Associ-
ation will be taking the initiative
by staging a large scale public
meeting, in conjunction with other
local community action groups. John
Tyne, who has recently been active
at the Windscale and Archway Public

Enquiries, has shown interest and
may well be offering his active sup-
;,or't.

Meanwhile, Brighton's Policy and
Resources Committee has unanimously
passed a totally meaningless reso-
lution opposing any "unnecessary"
demolition, the =ignificant word
"unnecessary" being inserted by the

m

fories into a Labour motion oppos-
ing ALL demolition,

Attempts to get the full Council
to delete the word were predictably
unsuccessful, with the Preston Circ~
us Association's Vice~Chairman, Ron
"Voice~Reader" Shrives® and Geoff
"Call me Smoothie" Theobald saying
one thing and doing another. Some~
one should tell them that facing
both ways at once gives you a stiff
neck, *See p.
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Dear Brighton Voice,

‘Help the Aged is the largest
fund raising organisation working
for old people. It campaigns
vigorously flor their rights and is
responsible for several hundred
welfare projects in this country
as well as overseas programmes in

ver seventy developing countries.'

This quotation is taken from
a Help the Aged pamphlet and it
sounds fine, What it does not say,
is how, in order to help the aged,
they exploit the young. My welcoming
letter as a worker for Help the Aged
contained the following statement:
'Your salary is to be £10,00 per
week basic plus an extra £2,50 per
week for working between 9,00am and
10.00am, your normal working hours
to be 10.,00am until 4.00pm with a
half hour break,'

The job involved delivering
leaf'lets and then collecting any
donated clothes, which are then sold
to raise funds to be sent abroad,

It is hard work and it was done on
a house to house basis., Perhaps the
major problem was the weather., No
allowance was made flor the pouring
rain and storms during the period
when we worked,

The poor wages were notoriously
"qte in arriving, and when they did

ome they were without a pay slip

“and always open to dispute. Along

with the problem of wages our boss
was continually late in arriving in
the morning.

When one member of the team
questioned the need for her to wait
in the rain for half an hour daily,
she was told to collect her cards on
Friday. When pressed on ths justice
of this dismissal, the retort was
that her attitude to the system was
wrong. Perhaps by this was meant
that she shouldn't complain when the
wages were over a week late,

Help the Aged has a turnover
of £5 million a year, It should pay
its teams a decent wage and treat
its employees with some consideration,
The working conditions that I exper-
-lenced with this charity were
deplorable, Yet the organisers are

well pald, have company ocars and
expense acoounts and have plenty
of time to sit in their cars
watching the clothes collection
teams working.

Yours faithflully,
Bill Smith,

Dear Brighton Voice,

I was relieved to find out
a few weeks ago that elderly people
who live in central Brighton need
have no fears about being neglected
if they are taken ill, have an
accident or are suddenly left alone
and infirm, We've got the most
splendidly efficient Social Services
organisation ready to step in
where it is needed.

When 84 year old Mrs
Williamson of Foundry Street was
left on her own because her husband
had to go into hospital, one or two
neighbours helped out and tried to
do little things for her., Because I
run the local shop, it was decided
I should keep the key to her house
so it could be picked up easily by
members of the various Social
Services departments,

However, for three or four
days, the key stayed in exactly the
same place on my counter, apart
from when one of the neighbours
dropped in for it. Just as I was
beginning to wonder if there had
been some slight oversight on the
part of the authorities, all my
fears were swept away. On the fourth
morning there was a positive rush
of Social Services workers, flooding
into my shop and asking for the key.

There was a health visitor,
then the meals on wheels service
and finally the home help organisor,
Lucky Mrs Williamson, I thought,

The only trouble was, of
course, Mrs Williamson wasn't at
home anymore. The previous day she
had blacked out in her kitchen,
fallen against the stove and injured
Lerself quite badly. One of her
neighbours had found her lying on
the floor and she had been taken
to hospital for treatment.

Why had the authorities taken
s0 long to call on Mrs Williamson?
They knew because she had been
mugged some years ago she no longer
had the confidence to leave her
home and they knew she suffered
from repeated blackouts., In fact
everyone knew she should not have

been left alone,

I suppose that if she
could have managed for one more
day no one would have discovered
how slow the Social Services
were to act. Fortunately Mrs
Williamson is home again now, and
her husband is out of hospital,
All I can say is that when I'm
old and infirm I hope I'm not
living in Brighton,

L. Maddock

ARE YOU,OR HAVE YOU BE=N,
LIVING IN A HOLIDAY LET <

A CAMPAIGN 1S BEING STARTED
TO GAIN PERMANENT STATUS

FOR HOLIDAY LETS, AND WE
NEED YOUR HELP,

CONTACT : =
DENNIS FROST 680380,

13
B

Bill Smita ( see letter
this page ) has also been
sacked., According to 'Help
the Aged' his attitude was
arong: So don't rely on those
Argus adverts!

')

STOP _PRESS / La'

Dear Voice,

While aware that to some, all
property is theft and having not yet
been brought to justice, may I put
on record a solution to the private
landlord problem,

Having sold four terrace houses,
three to young first time buyers, I
found myself landed with a large
1840 house split up into flats that
no building society would lend on,
S0 I offered 99 percent mortgages
at 10 percent interest only for the
first three years (repayment to
start after that). Now this met
the needs of the average student who
would be wanting to leave Brighton
anyway within three years,

To eliminate the worry that the
flat could only be sold at a loss =
unlikely if inflation is still with
us = I undertook to buy it back at
the original price if the owner wan-
ted me to,

All this was tied up in a lease at
no great cost and after nearly a
year is working well, The outgoings
for a purchaser are no more than the
cost of renting.

There are many subdivided
houses that owners won't rent and
can't sell which could be made
available in this way with both
sides having nothing to fear,

I should perhaps add that all
flats are now taken,

Yours sincerely

Owen Silver

16 Barry Walk, Brighton.

7 Viotoria R4
Brighton
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maxKe
good.,
F'OODS: Macro-
blotic/wholefood
.:.1Eap11¢e:‘._;."1 Nort Hd ,
'tn 03563, Open ;-
0-5.30 Closed Wed,
BAKERY AND PIE
Bread hot pies
cakes., 23 North
B'ton 63563, Open
{ - [J Wed e ]..M}-
NFINITY BULK STORE
Supplies in bulk.
9.50-1,00,2.00-5.00
'ue-5at, Call at Inf-
lNnl1ty or go round the
corner to the Regent
Street entrance,
PUBLIC HOUSE BOOKSHOP
1 Little Preston St,
B'ton 2035

' ®

Jjust another
books,mags, records &
coifee,

imme of basement

phone

tO bhOoTrrow

for details or

Sement

your activities. P.H.
also run bookstalls
fairs and other

PULSE University of
ousseX whole food
cafe. oenior Common

Falmer House,
Feminist collective,

SOLSTICE BOOKSHOP

28 Trafalgar St,R'ton
alternative books
% Mags., Soon opening
a basement reading
room, Tel 692880.

SIMPLE SUPPLIES Whole
food, cast iron, jar
and’ paper recycling,
publications etc:
whole earth environ-
mental centre. 11
George St,B'ton,
691318, Open 9.30-
5.30 Mon-Sat, Closed
Thursdavys,

OUNRISE RESTAURANT 16
North Road, B'ton
Wholefood vegetarian,
Hun by Friends of the

Buddhist

v
i . T
.r-ﬂlJ...

Western
Open; T
Fri & Sat 12-10pm.

THREE ROOMS CAFE 14

..... _ Hd, Hove,

Vegetarian café,open
Mon-Sat 10.00-3.00.
Tel 779933,

BOOKSHOP:

19 George St

Buddhism, general

B'ton%

11,

30 closed Wed
SHOP (B'TON )
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Alternative

sinformation

GROUPS -GATHERINGS ETC

Open

More than
| {][_kaihﬂp,

Hegular progr-
L events,

for

at
events

Order
ues-Thur lfﬂr}pm

Medicine

ATA MITDAD Ml 1 . -y | -
| F e .rf.l_.':ﬂj.ht:lﬂl. :.+.-'i-l'lr‘ﬂE"-'

19 Wilbury Rd,Hove.
By appointment only.

37357 (am).

=|

FF NATURAL HEALTH: Al
tive medlicine and
3elf healt

Deadman, Infin
North Hd,Btn
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