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DECEM BER Meetings

London Rd. Station

SPRINGFIELD, nr.
Friday's Folk

8 Come All Ye
15 Curate's Egg
2?2 Chanctonbury Ring Morris Men
29 Martyn Wyndham-Read

Sunday Club

3 Brian McNeill & Alan Reild

10 Tim Broadbent

17 Golden Oldies Night (Come all ye
with a difference)

SHAKESPEARE'S HEAD, Spring St.
Thurs Dave Jenkin
Suns. Nick & Rod

BRIGHTON COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
King Alf'red Restaurant, Klngsway.
Dec.,7 Kelvin Henderson's Country
Band and Cliff Whelan,

1) Iittle Ginny & Room Service
and Terry McKenna.

21 The Garry Blackmore Band,
Brian Golbey and Pete Stanley.

MARLBOROUGH, Princes St

), Martin Bradley

11 Oriana

18 Christmas Night with Daphne
Jan 1. New Year Wassail .

Plus Singers Night every Sat./7-45

BUCCANEER, Marine Parade
Every Tues. The Taverners

THE EFARROTS

(Guitar,Organ,Base)

Need a drummer, Listen tc our track
on VAULTAGE 78 and if you like what
you hear contact Rick at 607141 (day)

~ . \
27181 (evenings). (see page 13 )

NOTE Live bands cannot play at the
Northern at the moment, because the
Fire Chiefs have suddenly decided the
place 1s unsafe,

SEND ALL INFORVATION FOR THIS PAGE IN

TO THE VOICE WELL BEFCRE THE END OF
THE MONTH,

RESOURCE CENTRE
5 2 Piers Housing Co-op, 7-=30

8 BRIGHTON MENS GROUP, 8pm.

Social cum discussion. Possibly
organising consciousness raising
groups, baby sitting and men's issues
generally. All men welcome,

Ring David 2173L.

19 NAC 8pm

21 Release Benefit 7pm

30 Greenpeace Benefit /pm
Every Sunday /=30

Evary Wednesday, 6-30

Womens Self

7/-50 W,E.A, Womens

Def'ence,
S+tudies.

Every Sunday 7-30 Alcoholics Anon,

| SPEAKING ON THE OFFICIAL

| at the EAGLE PUB, GLOUCESTER RD.
| 7.45pm, FRIDAY 8 DECEMBER

Rusi6

ALHAMBRA,

L, Molesters 17 Piranhas

5 Nicky & the Dots 18 Better Looking
6 Dandies 19 Ten Men
[ Southern Ryder 20 Dandies
8 Fan Club 21 Southern Ryder
9 High Flying Cllve 22 High Flying Ciiv
10 Piranhas 24 Piranhas
11 Molesters 25 Mark Andrews
12 Ten Men 2( Bats
13 Dandies 23 Better Looking
14 Night Rider 29 Night Rider
15 Executives 50 Alligators
16 Tommy Gun 3! Piranhas

HANBURY ARMS,Paston place
Mondays Student Disco
Thursdays .iodern Jazz
Saturdays Disco

RTCHMOND, Grande Parade

Mondays De& S. Club
Tuesdays Punk
Wednesdays Rock + Roll
Thursdays Punk

Fridays Over 30's Dance
Sundays Rock + Roll

EAGLE, Gloucester Rd
Sunday folk club

NEW REGENT,West St.
Sun, Mon, Tues,Wed,Thur,
Fri, Sat. Live Bands.

Disco

PIP'S WINE BAR
Thursdays Jubilee Jazz Band

THE DOME

7 Al Stewart

8 Brighton Youth Orchestra
10 BBC Symphony Orchestra
13 Lindisflarne

BRIGHTON CENTRE

Tue 5th Boney M
Fri 8th Max Boyce

11th,12th,13thRod Stewart

seafront. December gigs.

e

PEGASUS FREE SCHOOL Jumble Sale
Resource Centre, Sat. 16th,phone
Stephanie (70116) for details.,

BRIGIITON IEACE FORUM CONFELRIFNCE cn
33 sarmanent and Unemployment at
Friends Centre, Ship 8t 2 11 6

Oth Dec. Info and delegates creden-
tials (EOp) phone 552315 .

T e T W ., TR R R B e B T B T R e R e e

WS3ST HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Aire St,11am, Coffee Morning anrd
bric--a=-brac stalls,

CRISPIN AUBREY

T’S YOUR
LOAF IT’S THEIR

BREADLINE

SECRETS TRTAL ....

ORGANISED BY BRIGHTON BRANCH OF
COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Bakers all over Britain are striking against poverty. At Acres the Bakers
in Woodingdean the basic wage is a mere £41-52 for a 45 hour week. The
workers are so low paid that they would be better off on the dole: They are

B

ced to do 20 hours a week overtime and work 12 hour shifts, five nights
eek.

COVCORDE RESTAURANT,Madeira Drive
Tuesdays Afro club

Fridays Afro club,

Saturdays Over 30's Dance (waltz, :
etc.) live band,free,
Christmas Jazz Ball

with Harry Strutter's

Jazz Band

SU §SEX UNIVERSITY, Mandela Hall

8 Rezillos + support

9 R.A.R. benefit

12 Wilko Johnson & the Solid
Senders

PIRANHAS gigs, Dec.
1 The Swan,Hammersmith

Z Clouds, East Grinstead

8 01d Mill, Southampton
9 Cavalier,Eastbourne

10 Alhambra

16 The Swan, Hammersmith
17 Alhambra \

21 Music Machine, London

v ,#wﬁ‘ﬂ-fl}x’\- L s (VR

The strikers are demanding £4 per* week on the basic rate and a £6 per
week productivity bonus.

Yet the employers won't even meet this claim and have employed the whole
range of state ideological and physical repression against the strikers.
The employers feel they are too poor to pay, after all they say - "nobody
eats bread anymore". It can therefore only be chance that Associated British
Foods (of which our own impoverished Acres are a part) made pre-tax profits
of £78 million. That means they make £1,104 profit out of every worker. The
Chief Executive cuts himself a £/00 a week slice of this.

Mon 11th.

In this situation of booming profits what is the Bakers Federation
proposing to the workers? They have offered the crumb of £2-35 p.w. on the
basic rate and a £6 p.w, productivity deal. This not only fails to meet the
claim, but attaches conditions to. a settlement that would turn factories
into even greater hell-holes than they are now. Just think about them ...

* being forced to work on Bank Holidays

* accepting that all workers can be moved to any department on any job at
any time

* permanent night work

* cutting meal breaks to one half hour in a 12 hour shift

* starting up plants, even when short-handed (CONT.ON T.C.BULLETIN. )

Y Q RAR. Festival a success!

See centre pages for details
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¥ WELCOME TO BRIGH-
. _ @  TON MARINA,
il *  Just in case you
‘ A X LR “f thought the Marina
'« ¢« Wwas bullt for town-
s people, try getting
" in.After you have
f?“;;;*fclimbed the barrier
/@8 you only have to
¥ worry about a visa,
S with your photo on
yic JB™ it.0h,and don't for
;Kng“éi § e N o %g —qet if you want a
- et arffﬁ-visa'you only need
M ¢ time off work.
| (office hours 9-4!)
s . If you come from
S R | outside the town
« i I and own a yacht you
Just'sail'in,

with the Jam (check press)
22 Royal Hotel, Guildford
2/ Alhambra
29 Royal Hotel, Guildford
30 Cavalier, Eastbourne = o s
31 Alhambra, New Year Rave D s
2 support bands. o

TOP_RANK oy
2({ Elvis Costello - ¥ i o
Thurs over 23's night e | R e £ |
Sat over 20's disco o W ol Sy "

Sun members club.

Brighton Voice
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- 15p
fascist
thugs on
the run

As a result of recent threats
and attacks on shops and news-
agents in Brighton, the local
commercial press and Radio Brighton
are at last beginning to take the
danger of fascism and racism ser-
jously (with the exception of the
Argus). We hear,for instance,that
the Gazette is planning to run a
major feature exposing fascism in .
Brighton, and many local journalists
are asking the police for names of
the fascist thugs who are known to
be involved in the attackse. The
police themselves are watching the
threatened places carefully,

Meanwhile the local campaign by
anti-fascists continues with
growing support from the Trades
Council and greater cooperation
between the Anti-Nazi League and
Brighton Voice, The ANL plans to
sell the Voice through its exten-
sive network of members and support-
ers, and as the ANL diversifies its
activities this will mean a very wide

base of active support for anti-fascist

articles and news, Send us anything
you want to write on this subject,
particularly news of any kind on the
fascist thugs themselves, The NF and
the other fascist cliques thrive on
prejudice and fear, on lies and
ignorance, Exposed to the light of a
free press and open discussion
it is revealed as nothing more than
mindless violence, Against this the
shops are standing firm.

(see page 10)

P3 Rape
6 Right to Work trial
7 BFT and Classic

9 Anti-Sexist Theatre
12 Mozambique

13 Brighton Album




which rape will remain a fact
NO FEAR!
s

the ideology and social practice
of everyday life,

darkness will remain, an image of

NO RAPE!

in

&
Brighton tragedy
The deep shock of hearing about
what happened to Margaret Frame
affected most people in Brighton,
discussed and utterly condemned
the public tended to see it as

obscur2d, which is the function

rape
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in common

t had
with the other assaults which are a

fairly fregquent occurrence in tl
the woman was the

lence shouldn't blind us
'unconsciously willing victim'; she

The usual reaction is part of
'shouldn't have been walking on her

prevailing as a result of the curren
own through lonely woodland after

The fact is that, except flor the
horrific degree of violence involved
there was nothing special about

this attack, The strong feelings
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dark!; she was 'asking for it's In
the case of Margaret Frame, this,as

any behaviour legitimized by the beli |
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4first local housing

Plans for Brighton & Hove's first
Housing Co-op (Two Piers Housing Co-
op) are going ahead, despite the
attempts of Brighton's Environmental
Health Officer and various Tory
councillors to block the scheme,
Af'ter initial anger and despondency
when plans submitted for our first
house (and second, and third) were
turned down by the Planning Commit-
tee (heavily influenced by Mr Tanner,
Environmental Health Officer), we
are now lodging an appeal against
this decision.

There have been setbacks to the
development of the Co-op since its
inception in May '77 when a group of
local people interested in housing
met to discuss the formation of a
Housing Co-op in Brighton. The idea
was to provide accommodation
for young single people and single
parent families with shared kitchens
and bathrooms. It sounds like any
other rip-off tenancy until you
realise that in a Co-op no single
individual owns the property; it
belongs to the members of the Co-op
(i.e. the people who are living in
it at that time) and they make all
,the decisions regarding its running.
So there's no tenant/landlord
conflict because there's no lani-
lord! Members buy a nominal £1 share
in the co-op when they move in, andi
are given back their £1 when they
pove out.

The system for forming a CowoOp
works in much the same way as that
for forming a Housing Association,
except that, hopefully, potential
occupiers make the important de-
cisions along the way. Brignton has

ow LA Come
back to LS
(" the end
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been designated as an area of
housing stress and so was eligihle
for an allocation of cash from the
Housing Corporation South East
Region. (The Housing Corporation is
tae Government body which controls
the flow of cash to Housing Assoc-
iations/Co-ops).

The potential co-op members
af' "1’ iLated to a London based
'parent' organisation called the
Society for Co-operative Dwellings
who provided information, advice
and helpful personnel like develop-
ment officers and architects.

fair rents

Housing Co-ops work on a sor: of
long-term Goverament mortgage which
is paid Dback over a necessarily
long time out of the 'fair rents'
palid by their members. Rents are
fixed by the local Rent Ofrficer. As
part of the deal, to get the
allocation of money, and to appear
as a 'bona fide' organisation, we
had to draw up a set of 'Rules' and
register as a Housing Co-op Ltd.
with the Registrar of Friendly
Societies,

While the bureaucratic reguire-
ments were being taken care of, we
scoured Brighton for large unwieldy
houses which we thought suited the
conversion into Co-op houses., We
didn't consider small family-sized
properties. Between May '77 and
February '78 we considesred about 11
houses., We were constantly thwarted
by the District Valuer's low valuat-
ions on potential houses; the
strings attatched to the cash alloc-
ation meant that we could only offer
the D.V's recommended price which
was generally several thousand
pounds less than the asking price.
We came very close to buying two of
them, only to be gazumped

because of the inflexibilities
forced upon us py this
system of buying (D.0.E.

Approval and Housing Corporation

money was dependent upon planning
permission being granted, and negot-
iations took some time),

Finally, we submitted plans for a

former hotel in Kemp Town, closely
followed by plans for 2 semi-
derelict houses in Russell Square.,
The plans for all 3 featured large
kitchens in the basements and all
plans conformed to very high stand-
ards of design as set out in D,0.E.
Design Bulletins. Although the
scheme was supported by Housing
Manager Michael Elbro, Planning

Officer Ken Fines, and Tory councill-
or Keith Best, the Tory majority on |

the Planning Committee turned down

the planse Their grounis for refus-
al were that the houses would consti-

-~tute an instance of "multiple occupa=-

tion" which could lead to health and
hygiene risks because of the shared
kitchens. The "multiple occupation”
bogey is one over which the Tories
have brayed over long ani loud, but
in practical terms dome virtually
nothing about in a town rife with
overcrowvded, privately rented slums.,
Yet because of their suspicion and
ignorance of a scheme which conformed
to high standards of facilities but
disturbed them by its implications
(people controlling their own life
styles and making their own decisions)
a considerable amount of accomodation
andl the allocation of money was lost,
Even the Argus came out very strongly
in favour of the Co-op with an edit-
orial titled "Living in a Commune".
We are now appealing against the
decision,

£360,000
rejection

At this stage it looks as if our
future may lie in the Brunswick a’
of Hove, i.e. on the Brighton/Hov
boundary. The Brunswick Town Plan
drawn up by Hove planning officials
recommended the conversion of large
derelict buildings by groups of single
people sharing communal facilities.

We have had discussions with Hove's
housing officials and are now invest-
jgating about 8 properties in the
area. We welcome Hove council's more
enlightened views and look forward to
spending some of our £360,000
allocation which Brighton councillors
turned their noses up at.

Not surprisingly, many of the
original members got disheartened
some time ago, and although we still
can't promise any definite accomodation
we would welcome new members who have
housing problems or who are interested
in living in a co-operative, Meetings
are on the 1 si,luesday evening in
every month at the Resource Centre at
7.30pm. (upstairs).

Or ring Brenda (Lewes 2029),Ray
(776577) or Bob (737677) for futher

info.

ABC

VICTORY

The political trial is
over and the radicals have won,
It doesn't happen very often
but in this case it did. Crispin
Aubrey,John Berry and Duncan
Campbell with the ABC Dz=fence
Committee behind them have won
a great victory, and along with
them we must also congratulate the
judge on his good senze, The
government,the Special Branch and

all the gnomes of MI5 have been
shown to be .not only repressive
but ridiculous.

In the general celebration of
radicals everywhere there's one
point to note., The established press
has criticised the Government for
its handling of the trial and has
even suggested that the ABC trio
should sue the authorities, What it
id not criticise was the way in
ich the Special Branch set up
the arrest and built up the prosec-
ution case - first by intercepting
letters privately addressed to the
NCCL and then by bugging several
telephone lines used by the ABC
Defence Committee; secondly by
depriving Duncan Campbell of the
books,files and even typewriter
in his Brighton flat, so that he
could not continue his day-to-day

GARNERS

Brighton is notorious as a low pay
blackspot - particularly in the cat-

ering industry. The only way to

overcome this is to unionise the in{
A group of workers are try-

dustry.
ing to do this in London and need
our support,

work, and thirdly by spinning out
the investigation over months and
months in an effort to break the
spirit of the defendants and con
the public into believing that
there was a massive case of spying
and subversion which was being
patiently uncovered, It was not just
the trial that was oppressive, it
was the whole machinsry of so-
called detection which hit at the

basic rights of individuals.,
Political trial, yes. But before
that, political police,

To point this out is not to
deny the fantastic achievement of
the ABC defence in the trial. On
the contrary, it is to remind all
the supporters of Duncan Campbell,
Crispin Aubrey and John Berry, that
they had to begin their defence
over 18 months ago, and that the
ABC Defence Committee began its
campaign by fighting the acts of
political oppression by the Special
Branch, In the eventual victory of
the trial radicals can also celeb-
rate the defeat of this earlier
oppression, By collective action
in meetings, demonstrations and
through the alternative press, an
important measure of freedom has
been assured,

for a compulsory 55 hour week.

Working weeks often exceeded 70 hrs.

Constant sackings and awful food

were other features of semi-slavery
The man-

the workers had to endure.
agement refused to recognise the

union or negotiate with the govern-
ments Arbitration, Concilliation and

Advisory Service, The lessons of
Grunwick were clearly not lost on

the bourgeoisie and in January 1978

The dispute at Garners stakehous-|84 workers were sacked.
es has been going on for 11 months -)they have been on strike, recieving

without the publicity that Grunwick |pay of £6 p.w. from the T&GWU,

attracted.
larities.

Yet there are many simi-
Waiters took home £28-49 |too.

The strike at Garners is our fight

We must defend the right to

Since then

Social Workers

face Sellout

from Union

Sussex social workers fear a
sellout by NALGO, despite their
recent vote in favour of industrial
action, including lightening one-day
strikes.

Social workers all over the country
have been taking action for over
three months in support of regrading
and local negotiations, as opposed
to a fixed national scale taking no
account of local conditions; East
Sussex County Council has refused
even to discuss this claim,

However, NALGO has become even more
concerned than the employers about
its members' new=found militancy and
the union bvreaucrats in London are
seriously worried that they are
losing control of the situation.This
together with the cost - approaching
a million pounds in strike pay so
far - has caused frantic back-
pedalling and a determinatin to
force the social workers back to
work as soon as possible, on
whatever conditions the employers
care to offer, This has already
happened in the London borough of
Brent, where the union refused to
back members opposition to an offer
already refused by other London
workers.

In contrast the branch officials in
East Sussex are in an unusually
militant mood - there's never been a
strike in the area before and they'!re
all rather looking forward to it -
and smarmy arch-capitalist Chairman
of Social Services Committee Preddy
is hoping the unions national leader-
ship will get him off the hook,

If they fail to oblige it will be a
long and bitter struggle; support
for action is overwhelming -
particularly in Brighton - and, after
years of exploitation, social workers
are in no mood to compromise,

join a trade union and support the
struggle against low pay. The rul-
ing class realise the importance =

.this threat poses to their profits.

The Garners management is supported
by the same forces that propped up
Ward for so long (including the re-
actionary NAFF).

Other catering chains, including
those with outlets in Brighton, are
watching Garners with apprehension.
If we win we threaten the whole ex-
ploitative slave labour in the cat-
ering industry.

Continweel Botlor, Fage ]

»



Right to work
Right to justice

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATZLY ? Especially those novels about life under
the Russian Tsars where the penniless,humble peasant confronts the orches-

trated power of the state and police in the guise of the local magistrate.
Everyone knows that the starving peasant is innocent of stealing the loaf,
in all except the letter of the-law,

LAST WEZK FIVE RIGHT TO WORK MARCHERS WERE CALLED FOR TRTAL
Edward St.magistrates court to amswer charges of obstruction

and insulting language. A small affair you might think,but not so small that
it went unnoticed by Superintendant Roberts, Even though he was over the
other side of town when the marchers were arrested he allocated a whole day
of his precious time to give evidence and guide the prosecuting lawyer,

WELL$
at Brighton's

Imagine the court before the trial
begzins. The usher,the clerk of the

court and the prosecuting lawyer are

chatting togethersseees

"Who's got the rignt to work today
then ? ha ha hal"

"What's this John Deason bloke?"
"Probably a law student or some-
thing. ha ha hal"

"Socialist Workers'Party aren't
they?"

"Ne've got to finish by 12.,45."
"That depends on how well 'these
people' behave themselves,"
"Political aren't theyT"cesssice
BUT THAT CONVERSATION IS NOT
FICTION.

Of the five Right to Workers only
one case,Paul Graham's, could be

fitted into the day. He was arrest-
ed on 6 Sept. outside the TUC conf-

erence at the Brighton Centre. You
remember the TUC conference ? It
was when the trade union reps made
all those holiday speeches about
Socialism that they had prepared
over their hotel breakfasts, while
at the same time refusing to allow
representatives of the country's
1% million unemployed to enter the
hall after they had marched the 60

miles or so from London,
When Paul stopped the food

wagon he was driving to unload the
marchers' lunches he was dragged
from the cab,arrested and charged
with 'causing an obstruction' and
'obstructing a policeman in the
COUrS€esss.' (see Voice No.50)
Paul was denied legal aid at the
sole discretion of the magistrate
because, as she said to one of the
other defendants, the case was not
'important' enough. As was pointed

out to her,it may not be important

to her honour but if it is imposs=
ible to get a job now what hope 1is
there with a conviction on your
records ? Still,Paul was free to

defend himself against the charges.

No,he couldn't afford a solicitor
but he was allowed John Deason (of

the SWP) to advise him as a friend.
No,John Deason couldn't say anything

to anybody but he could whisper to
Paul, Still,Paul was free to bring

-
-

conference,and on the previous day
(Tuesday) the marchers had fed in an
'orderly and ordinary fashion'
according to Super Roberts himself,So
why all the trouble on Wecnesday ? Why
was it on that day that police on horse
back were sent in to disperse and
arrest the marchers ? Had Roberts

' given orders to clamp down on the

- marchers ? It certainly looks that
waye On Tuesday for example there were

Who's obstructing who ?

witnesses, Well;no,mbecause he
couldn't afford any of the extra costs| was quiet and orderly. On Wednesday

that that would have involved. the police were out in force at the

Frce to defend yourself,free to bring | Centre and there was a near riot and
witnesses, yes IF YOU HAVE THE MONEY. five arrests. At the trial Robert

confessed that he had been ‘'incens
at the Right to Work Marchers.
Incensed ? Five arrests? Multiple
minor injuries 7

When Paul asked Roberts directly
whether it was his instructions to
clamp down on the marchers that

had caused the 'obstruction',the
magistrate,prompted by the clerk of
the court, thought it unnecessary
for Roberts to answer,

only 20 to 30 police on duty and all

As the trial proceeded a number of
riddles arose., How could Paul cause
an obstruction when he was offloading
in a LAYBY,off the main road,out of |
the way of the traffic,the bus stop
and visitors' cars ?

Why wasn't the mayor's
chauffeur and Jim Callaghan's driver
arrested when they parked in the lay-
by outside the conference for up to
15 minutes ?

And wha t about those
othe Rolls Royces down the other end
of the layby?

The outcome? Paul was found guilty
by the letter of the lgw and fined £20
for obstruction,£40 for obstructing a
.policeman in the course.... and £25
costse Yes, what a surprise,

The other 4 are due to appear at
Edward St. on 11 Dec. COME ALONG AND
SUPPORT THEM. PICKET OUTSIDE AT 10.30.

Donations to: Right to Work Fund,

c/o 265 Seven Sisters
Road,

Why weren't the police
charged with obstruction when they
erected barriers which stretched half
way across the pavement outside the
conference centre ?

None of these coul’. be
explained, Neither could it be explain

ed how Paul could have obeyed police
instructions and driven off when the |
wagon was surrounded by marchers
getting their food.

In previous years the
marchers have been fed outside the

London NQLFQ
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ﬁ!ﬂ_ ﬁs‘;\ﬁ! :"blanket protest",

Sat.9th.Dec.11am.Churchill Squ.See youe

Two of Brighton's best
cinemas, the BFT and the
Classic, are threatened
with closure within the
next three months. Such
moves, 1f they occur,

will signal the end of

any kind of alternative

or minority cinema in the
town.

Everyone was pleased to

see the Odeon show ‘1900).
But this represented the

exception rather tuan the

rule: tc see a film out-
side the conservative and
strictly commercial crite-
ria of the major distribu-
tors, one usually has to
rely on the Brighton Film
Theatre or the Classic.
Film-goers who enjoy'diffi-
cult' or demanding films, or

jwho simply have minority |
tastes, must be apprehens-

ive when they consider the
'immanent closure of the
Bi'T and the threat to the

Classic from Waitrose's
thirst for expansion. Will
we be left, like so many
provincial towns, with a
""choice'" between only the

EMI and Rank film compl-
exes?

omaller cinemas, such as
the BFT, Classic, Embezssy,
Duke of York's and, more
recently the Vogue, offer
good films at cheaper
prices. There is often s

student discount, and they
all show second runs of .
general release films. They
are more susceptible to
local demands and needs
than the larger chains and
cater for minority inter- .
ests - with seasons from
certain directors or stud-
ies at tke BFT, and late
night or all-night shows
at the Classic and Duke of
York's, No Rank or EMI
cinema would provide an all

night horror shcw or Clint
Eastwocd season as the Cla-
ssic, for example, has re-
cently done. -

Cinema-goers have been
aware for some time now
that the BFT would close
at the end of this year,
when the lease on its pres-
ernt site in North Street
runs out. Not only would
the renewal of the lease
be too expensives: the BFT
wyants to develop other

facllitlies, wil rcoms
suitable for talks by vis-
iting directors, a club-
room and a film shop. The
present premises have been
censidered 1nadequate

V hat is

for some time now that the BFT
would close at the end of this
year, when the lease on its pre-
sent site in North Street runs
outs Not only would the renewal
of the lease be too expensive:
the BFT wants to develop other
facilities, with rooms suitable
for talks by visiting directors,
a clubroom and a film shop. The
Chairperson of the Film Theatre

Trust told the Voice that they
had been very keen to keep the
operation going with as little

gap as possible, Unfortunately,
there 1s obviously going to be
one, and with no concrete plans
1n evidence at all,
knowing how long Brighton

‘do without its Film Theatre.
What 1s more, if no new premises
are found soon, the National

Film Institute has threatened to
cut off i1ts funds to the cirema.
Much

must

helps support the Brighton cine-

ma, but there are certainly in-
sufficient funds for a new
building.

The Embassy could well extend
its activities to the present
BFT site.. Myles Byrne has put
in an offer for the lease, but

Parsons, Son & Basley, the agents
made themselves

for the landlord,
unavallable so that we could not
discover what other offers had
been made 2nd who the most like-
ly successor to the site would
be. The Embassy will carry on
anyway and 1f Myles Byrne gets

the BFT site he will probably

continue to show BFT material.
There will certairly be a gap =-
possibly a long cne = before the
BFT reopens elsewhere, and it is
to be hoped that Myles Byrne can
secure the lease, rather a cas-—
ino or the like.

These cinemas do not have a
grant like the BFT, and need
everyone's support to continue.
However, even a successful cin-
ema like the Classic, which 1inc-
reased 1its attendance by more
than 2,000 over the past year,
can be threatened with closure.

It is a month now since the
Council's Planning Department
approved Waitrose's proposed
extension of their supermarket
in Western Roadg§ thus gi?ing the

the future for E

there 1s no-

depends on the approval of
any scheme by the NFI, whcse grant

/

go-ahead for the demolition of
the Classic Cinema in favour of
yet another shopfront and car
park. Although the Classic's
lease does not run out until
1980, it is almost certain that
Waitrose will approach the Class-
ic Company for immediate purchase
of the lease. If this happens,
then the cinema will probably
close within the next few months.

ParadoXically, the ClaSSic is
threatened with closure at a time

when it is becomlng more and more
popular.

Mr. Hughes, the Classic's
manager, told the Voice that his
cinema 1is at the top of the league
among his company's chain of near-
ly 500 cinemas. However success-
ful Waitrose is at selling 1its
products, one cannot say that it

offers anything more than the
many other supermarkets in the
aresz. Yet supermarkets are a
muck more profitable industry
than cinemas, and the John Lewis
Partnership (which owns Waitrose)
has obviously enough money to
outbid the Classic Company in
negotiating the lease from the
property's owner.

The main chance for the Cla-
ssic's survival seems to be Mr.
Hughes' desire to run the cin-
ema 1ndependently of his company;
providing they will offer him
the lease first. He claimed that
only a few modifications would
be needed to turn this into a
viable proposition. As with the
BFT's requirements for their
cinema, he would have a one=tier.
cinema with e coffee-bar area.
(Few people realise that confec-
tionery and similar sales are a
vital part of financing a small
cinema., )

While the smaller, more indep-
endent cinemas actually remailn
open it 1s easy to dismiss the
threats, but it will be too late
once they have closed. The
"entertainment centre'" is a grow-
ing concept in Brighton, w1th the

Rank and EMI complexes and the-'

Council-owned Conference Centrej;
and one can forsee a future as
predictable for entertainment as

so many areas of life already
conquered and controlled by
monopoly capitalism.




Rock against Sexism has besen on
the cards in Brighton since the anti
racist event orgenised by the ANL on
September 3rd. Already before that
date it had become obvious to a lot
of people, particularly women, that
a good deal of anti-racist, anti-
fascist work and rocking against
racism was being carried out with
utter disrezard for an even deeper
prejudice - 'sexism. ANL and RAR
were and still are working against
fascism within a male-orientated
structure,

Sexism means that assumptions are
made about the things that people
should do or be because of our
gender, that is we are expected to
play stereotyped roles. For women
this results in, amongst other
things, unequal education and work
opportunities, exploitation of their
bodies through pornography, adver-
tising, etc., physical attacxks,
regstriction on the freedom to choose
whether to have children or not, and
the repression of individuals who
choose to have lesbian relationships
Sexism, like racism, is an ideal
breeding ground for fascist ideologyw
Under fascism wom=n would be
expected to play an even more sub-
servient role than now, their
primary function being to produce
a "master" race. In order to fight
this aspect of fascism successfully,
we have to examine and begin to
change our behaviour towards each
other,

Intro: A FAR.S.

The ANL came in for some severe
criticism from individuals and
groups who were angry and offendsd
by the overt sexist behaviour of
some of those who attended and
because it was an event organised
and participated in primarily by
men., Simultaneously some local
bands - The Piranhas, Nicky and
the Dots, The Molesters - were
coming in for similar criticism
because of their apparent lack of
understanding of the offensive
nature of some of their songs and
stage performance. With these kinds
of criticisms - based on fact or
misconception - in the air, it was

felt by certain members of ANL that
a statement/demonstration should be
made through the setting up of a RAR
group in Brighton to put forward
their ideas on sexism within rock/

CURTAIN FALLS ON SEXISM : ACT ONE

Theatre Against Sexism

Roc kin’ Against ‘Cock Rock’

punk/reggae music. So...next step..
we decided to promote a mixed media
event combining live music, theatre,
and film which we hoped would have
some positive and far-reaching
effects in terms of combatting
sexism as well as racism in rock
masic. The bands participating -
Visty, Reality (a new male/female
reggas band), The Piranhas, and
Devils Dykes - were selectively
chosen because of their political
awareness and were integrated with
Brighton's Theatre against Sexism,
an anti-racist film, 'Divide and
Rule - Never', and a video expose
on the NF. Such a mixed event,
medium scale as it was, should
provide a good model for the future
ith perhaps more emphasis on the
use of visual material - photo/
graphics exhibitions. However at

the same time it was realised that
November 25th's Blast against Cock
Rock was not in itself enough to
overcome s2xist attitudes in day to
day rock music,

Ani the people who go to sze the
bDands - some of them could be more

aware and constructively critical,
actually participating and breaking
down the barrier between periormer
and spectator. Others who are
already actively involved in com-
batting racism and/or sexism at this
point in their lives will have to
make sure they don't end up settling
down in front of the telly and
forgetting about youthful ideas of
rebellion, non-conformity and
socialising with people in a very
live environment.

Vegetabhles against

‘Racism & Se xism -

Supposing that RAR got it together
to organise smaller scale rsgular
venefits, how would these differ
from all the other gigs at the
Richmond, Alhambra, etc.? To what
extent would people really be
involved? Whilst it would be wrong
to expect bands to have a worked-out
political line or that they should
pose as the leading voice in the
fight against different forms of
oppression, on the other hand, if

they're serious about playing at ‘

sucn benefits, then their mere
presence isn't enough to indicate
support. It seems only flair that
they should be doing a bit more self-
analysis and be critical of the shit
ideas thrust on them by society from
birth, For example, boys are en-
couraged to be adventurous and
heroic, which is largely encouraged
in the rock music world; whilst

girls are left to develop the skills
of running a loving and secure home
and family life.

To begin with bands can listen
and talk with anyone who might

criticise their lyrics or behaviour
and seriously consider cutting
offensive material from their set.
Already their lyrics might be
supportive of an anti-racist or

anti-sexist stance, often achieved
through irony, parody, and cynicism,
but this needs clarifying sometimes
because not everyone can see through
ambiguities. Criticism too can be
misinterpreted - this is .
demonstrated well by the following

comments which members of local

bands were heard to say: (1)"We've

been accused of being sexist, but

we can't help liking girls";

(2) "Some people say we're sexists,
but we're all poofters really".
In the first place, fighting sexlsm

doesn't mean everyone becoming

sexless or not interested in the
opposite sex, i.e., it's not a fight
against heterosexuality. Secondly,
you might well be sexist and a
"poofter", and anyway isn't "poofter”
a derogatory and sexist term itself,
discriminating against homosexuals
and implying there is something
wrong with them?

One small technical point here is
that even if the bands do want to
say something, quite often the sound
balance is bad so nobody can make

out what they are sayling.

RAR Future

This new dimension - combatting
sexism in rock music - could be
developed on a long-term basis
through the organisation of small
scale regular events with a view to
involving people at a local and

informal level where talking about
racism and sexism would be easier
and more accessible - witness the
number of people talking about
sexism at local gigs after The
Piranhas were accused of being

sexist!
Large scale events using name

bands are not always politically
effective - they can turn out to
be just "big bops" or "fun carnivals"
which can lose sight of the political

aims involved - but we realise they
are not meant to serve an educational
function but rather to demonstrate a
mass movement of solidarity. The
problem with ANL/RAR is that they
have no real political ideology
worked out. They appear to organise
one carnival, festival, or benefit
after another without any discussion
of the problems in today's society
like racism, unemployment, dis-
crimination against women, poor
housing, wife/child battering, ete,
Isn't it about time we did something
‘about this?

RAR's future will depend on new
members and new ideas. Anyone
interested would be welcome at our
weekly Tuesday meeting at the
Resource Centre, North Road, at
T 50 imae s |

The views expressed in this
article by two members of RAR are
not necessarily those of the group
collectively. :

The group began at the end of
1977 in response to a local campaign
to fight the threatened closure of
Family Planning Clinics in and
around the Brighton area. As far as
this issue was concerned, we felt
that demonstrations and pickets
alone were not enough to reach
people affected but not involved.

We performed a short piece of
street theatre in Churchill Square,
at the Level and outside County
Hall in Lewes where the future of
the F.P.C.'s was being discussed.

Following the success of the cam-
paign, we realised the importance of

the role of theatre in providing not
only another kind of political state-

ment but also a form of communi-

cation which was both lively and
informative.,

In February 1973, we were asked
to do a performance as part of the
fringe events of the Brighton
Festival and we set ourselves the
task o writing a full-length stage
production, The result was
'Wedlocked', which appeared at
Brighton Pavilion in April for
three nights, and which was put on
a few weeks later at the Gardner
Arts Centre (the University of
Sussex) and also in Cambridge.

&
Gay pride

In June we did a street theatre
play about gays in society in
Brighton, as part of the 'Gay Pride’
week and took it to a Peace, Love
and Wholefood Festival in Devon,
where we all got food poisoning.

Predictably, the summer lapse
followed and the once tightly knit
group slowly dispersed to Angola,
the U.S.A, and London.However the
few die hards who stayed in Brighton
remained enthusiastic and with an
influx of new people, "Theatre
Against Sexism" still continues.

In the e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>