assault on trade union power aimed
at breaking what they perceived as
the high wage, low productivity
practices and militant culture of the
labour force, and replacing it with
casualised, non-unionised, low-paid
workers and a job market based on
high unemployment which favours
bosses and intensifies competition
amongst the divided working class.
Only a highly politicised trade union
movement could have stood up to
this onslaught, one willing to stand
by its members and committed to a
clear agenda involving both short-
and long-term aims leading to the
replacement of capitalism with a
social system run by and for the
working class.

Unfortunately, far from defending
working people by involving
themselves in class conflict, the
social democratic (reformist) trade
unions sought class co-operation,
playing down class consciousness
and politics in the workplace. Social
democracy embraced ideas of social
partnership between employers and
unions and accepted assurances of
a higher standard of living for
workers through 'trickle down'. The
original aim of the trade wunion
movement, that of securing for the
workers by hand or by brain the
fruits of their labour, was replaced by
the aim of securing a larger slice of
the capitalist cake.

The severe and prolonged
economic crisis of the 1980's
shattered the social democratic

premise that boom and bust in
capitalism had given way to stability,
and allowed the capitalist class to
return to their traditional method of
labour discipline - fear of mass
unemployment to hold down wages
backed by state repression to
manage social conflict. The tragedy
for working people was that forty
years of class collaboration had
depoliticised the trade wunions
leaving them defenceless. An entire
generation of trade unionists thought
'political unions’ meant the Dblock
vote at Labour Party Conference

and 'beer and sandwiches' at 10
Downing Street.

The future clearly does not lie with
social democratic trade unions.
Capitalism, though constantly in
state of flux, will always rely on
competition to cut costs Dby
increasing productivity and driving
down wages. This is the source of
class conflict and is a central reason
why social democracy Is always
doomed to failure.

ORGANISE

AGITATE

EDUCATE

EWN believes the future lies in a

revolutionary alternative to the
current trade unions, one involving
militant action for better pay and
conditions now, while also stressing
the need and organising for the
implementation of a new society.
Above all we must learn from the
mistakes of the reformist unions
which  separate  politics and
economics and only organise in the
workplace. We must look to build a
union movement based both in the
community and the workplace, which
offers assistance in all aspects of
working people's lives, in addition to
essential workplace organisation: A
union which is a living expression of
the class it represents rather than a
bunch of old men in suits.

Political unions with the kind of
structure and purpose we need will

have more strings to their bow than
the essential labour strike, with
organisation outside the workplace
allowing for actions such as rent

strikes, consumer boycotts and
protests against poor public
services. They will also involve

workers without workplaces in the
traditional sense - unemployed,
unpaid workers, self-employed etc.
Issues which capitalism uses to
divide workers -racism, sexism,
homophobia to name a few, are just
as much the province of political
unions as any other divisive tactic of
the boss class.

In short, we need to start laying the
foundations for a society
administered on the basis of
workplace and community control for
need not the profit of a few, by
building organisations of and for the
working class now.

CONTACTS

SOLIDARITY FEDERATION, PO
Box 384, Preston, Lancs. PR1
SPQ.

PUBLIC SERVICE WORKER
NETWORK (PSWN), PO Box 29,
SW PDO, Manchester M15 S§HW.

TRANSPORT WORKER
NETWORK (TWN), PO Box 73,
Norwich NR3 1QD.

DONATIONS

This bulletin relies on donations
to keep it going. Please send any
donations to EWN. Many thanks
to all those who made this issue
possible. Your continued support
is vital.
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PRIVATISING STUDENT LOANS
THE LATEST MONEY-GRABBING IDEA

What is there left to privatise? Leaks suggest the
student loans agency is nearing the top of the list. As
maintenance loans continue to push up loan costs because
of high graduate unemployment, the government realises

another spectacular "error of judgement" and looks for a
way out.

A privatised loan system is another short-termist solution
which can have only one certain outcome: the biggest
losers will be those of us who want a decent education and
can't afford to line the pockets of the moneylenders yet
again in the process.

Education ministers have been instructed to find ways of
changing tuition fees. Patten pleaded they should be
restricted to the final year while Portillo insisted they should
start in the first. This has all been discussed behind closed
doors and nothing has been published. Meanwhile, Labour
have not dissimilar ideas for a "means tested" tuition fee
system - the kind of thing which may be expected from the
so-called electable left.
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INCOMPETENCE
ON STUDENT
FUNDING & NUMBERS
WOULD BE LAUGH-
ABLE IF THEY WERE

THE ONES WHO
SUFFERED THE

CONSEQUENCES
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The expansion of higher education has been one of the
biggest social changes of the decade. It was only six years
ago that Baker, then Education Secretary, declared a 25-
year goal of doubling the participation rate - from 15 to 30
per cent of school leavers - a target which was reached
within 3 years. So fast was the expansion - in spite of
maintenance loans - that the Government was forced to
apply a three-year freeze on student numbers. The UK has
caught up with Germany, even if it still lags behind
America, Australia and some of the tiger economies. Yet a

host of people - including the Moser Commission, the CBI
and the Vice Chancellors - have all called for higher
numbers to ensure Britain achieves a "competitive skilled
workforce".

Britain has moved from an elite to a mass higher education
system. Neither a Tory nor Labour government - both
intent on tightening the purse strings - are ready to finance
such a system. They are caught between the cleft stick of
wanting the pool of graduates to exploit for their economic
ends on one hand while trying to squeeze more blood out
of the same stone of student and 'parental’ resources on
the other. Meanwhile, where are the unions sitting? The
higher education teaching unions are still pontificating over
the membership implications of the new university status
for polytechnics, or the possibility of becoming professional
bodies instead of unions, while those trusty leaders at the
NUS are in favour of a graduate tax. One thing is certain,
we cannot rely on the reformist trade unions to uphold
rights to education, and as for waiting for a Labour
government to solve everything - is it worth even
considering whether students could be better off under
Labour or the Tories?

As Education Workers, we stand for a true, free

and critical education for all, and that means resistance to
the erosion of our higher education system and action to
improve the position of students and all workers involved in
education.

And not just in Britain. Similar "Americanisation” of higher
education has taken place elsewhere in Europe recently.
Governments of both the right (Germany) and the left
(Sweden) have recognised the chance to make students
and their relatives pay over the odds for education.
Capitalists everywhere borrow ideas off each other: just
one reason why it is imperative that we build for
international class solidarity to counter such blatant and
backward money-grabbing tactics.
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