Tow OTHER APARTHEID

That’s how Jerusha CTastley, lizzself a
Kenyan,described the situation of women ia
Africa to & mesting of NEST in January. By
detailing how women are treated throughout
each stage of their life, she showed that the
second forya of aieid in Africa will take
many changes to diminate. 2ut women are
beghuung to arganise into their own gro=ps
to resist their exploitation.

In childhood, many girls sre circumecised and
they take second place to boys when it comes
to schooling, feeding and household tasks. As
brices, Gicy may have little say in choosing a
husband, they zre exchanged for a dowry, and
frequently suffer from giving birth before
their muscles are strong enocugh to cope.

As an adult, it is common for a women to have
a8 many as ten births, only six of which
swrvive beyond infancy. They may have to
accept a polygamous husband. Many men
have affairs, with all the dangers that pre-
sents to their wives of sexually transmitted
diseases. His adultery does mnot give her
grounds for divorce. In old age, since there is
no social security to provide a ponsion, grand-
mothers are expected to look affer grande-
hildren.

Development may make life harder for her.

Her own village got eleetricity long before
piped water. Deforestation snd desertifio-
ation inerease the burden of fuel gathering
and water collection. Lack of land-ownership
rights means that the husband benefits from
the woman’s labowrs, and and if the marriage
fails, she is trapped.. >

But women are no longer accepting all this
passively. They are forming their own grass-
roots organisations in the rural areas, some-
times just at the loeal level, sometimes with
international NGO partners. They suffer most
from ‘development’; becoming organised gives
them a better chance to have a say in
decisions which affect them directly.

Jerusha herself works in Akina Mama wa
Afrika, a London-based voluntary develop-
ment organisation for African women. They
publish a substantial jouwrnal, African Woman,
and raise money for women’s groups in

Africa. This spring, they will meet the wives
of African presidents who are meeting in
Geneva, to try to persuade them to contribute

Snancially.
FAIR TRADEmark

Everyone knows the Woolmark. Why not a
symbol for produce and goods conforming to
pradaceo which mpoct the producers and/or
the environment?

Paul Johns spoke to a NEST meesting on
February 19th about a project to label goods
from the Third World showing that they were
produced under conditions of fair trade. In
Holland, a coffee guaranteeing that a fair
price has been paid to the producers has
appeared on supermarkets shelves, and in
three years it has captured 2.5% 'of the
market.

Building on this example, 2 consortium of
agencies (including Traideraft which Paul
used to manage) has formed the Fairtrade
Foundation to launch the symbol on at least
four products. It is hoped ‘go publi¢’ in the
autumn and, although this s a national
venture, there may weil be a special Notting-
ham angle to it. Watch this space!

NEST (Nottingham Earth Summit Talks)
is a development and environment forum
drawn together by the approaching Earth
Summit. We aim to

°* improve our understanding of the l.mks '
between development and environment |
issues by links with informed speakers, espe- |

cially those representing grassroois organis-
ations from the South,

e ampower a local network of people and
groups to campaign for policies which put
the needs of future generations first.

To receive the Newsletter monthly, send your
name and address to the Co-ordinator, Jonat-
han Silvey, 10 Lime Grove Avenue, Beeston,
NG9 4AR (tel: 258900). A contribution
towards its costs would be appreciated.

Meoetings are open to all - see front page for
details. |
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DIARY OF EVENTS
international Womens Day '
4th Earth Summit Prep Comm opens in New York
UK UNCED for Youth Conference -Detalls: UNA, Whitehall Court, London SW1A 2EL (071 930 2931)

Nottingham's Earth Summit, University Medical School, Queen’s Medical Centre
Main speaker: David Bellamy. Detalls from Tim Gray, 11 Wilkinson St, Besston (tel 431145)

33rd anniversary of Tibetan uprising and Dalal Lama’s escape o Inda. Demonstration at Chinese

Embassy, Portiand Place W1, followed by rally at Westminster Cathedral Hall with Tibetan-food,
singing, dancing, stalis, etc. Contact Tibet Support Gtoup UK. 43 New Oxford St, London WC1A {071

240 2493)
7 30, St. Peter's Church, Nottingham, Jonathan Porritt

& and 8.15 Romero: the story of Oscar Romero's three years as Archbishop of San Salvador, which
ended In martyrdom In 1980. Off Broadway Cinema, 24-32 Carlbn St, Hockiey, Nottingham

730 Rornerc. O Broadway Cinema, 24-32 Carlnon St Hoddoy Foliowed by talkk by Kate Robetts
Christian Ald Project Officer for Cenftral America. |

Coniral America Week Celebrating this year the mdﬂmdhopooplomdhomvhdofhdf
cuture over 500 years. For Action Pack ( 1.50), contact CAW, 82 Margaret Street, London WIN 8LH

Earth Summit Rally, London. Detalls from UNEP-UK, 3 Endsleigh Street, London WC1

NEST Meeting, ICC, 61b Mansfield Road. Catherine McCloskey of UNEP-UK
The 4th (and finai?) Preparative Commission for the Earth Summit in BraZil

sSix weeks of One World 92 TV and radio programmes begins

NEST Meeting, ICC, 61b Mansfield Road. Mohammed Suleiman, of the Institute for African
Alternatives, on The Impact of the Greenhouse Effect on Africa

Environment Week Contact Ahgela Carrill, Civie Trust, 17 Carlton HOuse Terrace, SW1 SAW |

wak for the Earth leaves Manchester for London. Detalls from Penny Eastwood, 10 Broughton Stroet,
Habdon Bridge, West Yorks HX7 8JY

Wak for the Earth reaches London, Manifesto for the Earth petition will be presented to whoever s
pflmo Minister by then, baloro his deparmo for Brazil. |

world Carnivals. What Is your Councll doing? (Nottingham and Broxtowe are considering ideas as
gme of printing). More information from One World Support ‘92, 2 Ferdnand Place, London NW1 8EE

fab
i1

| One Wodd Day Local authorities are invited to create temporary car free zonosashomes for Ona |



“WHY THE RICH SHOULD POLLUTE THE
POOB” (Guardian headline) | -

Onodﬂaeuumsw}wﬂmglobalm

mons are being degraded is that polluters
do not have to pay for the costs they

create. Cars and smokestacks can belch

| sewers,thoooﬂcanbomdtomtonc
‘and radioactive ‘waste, species can be

hunted to extinction. The only curbs are a

sense of recponsibihty and/or some regul-
ations in some :

countries {(which
may not be enfor-
ced adequately).

Some economists
talk about “mak-
ing the polluter
pay”. They then
have to find some
way of putting a
price on the air,
the seas, the
rivers and lakes.

But the problem
with prices is that,
‘if they are to mean anything, somebody
must be able to afford them. Are we
preparedto accept that the extinetion of a
‘species should be affordable? In making
polluters pay for damage to the commons,
'howeanapneebeputmﬂxedegradatxm
which permanently diminishes the
planet’s rescurces?

Economisis’ calculations always have to
include a time-span, but what about our
children’s children’s children?

" Now the chief economist with the World

Bank has come-up with the suggestion
that some countries are ‘under-polluted’..

“The economic logic behind dumping a

load of toxic waste in the lowest wage

countries is impeceable”, he wrote in a
Jeaked internal memo which the Bank is
now trying to dismiss by saying 1t was
| mennt “n'omcally"

: The problem i8 that lopc can’t be dxsrms’-

. sed as ironic; it is either true or false. In a

free market economy, regulations are

into the. air, rivers can be used as

e —

- undesirable  and respmuiblo behaviour

maybeattheexpensedproﬁtsoreven
survival .

The Bank's logic is that econcmists calcu-
late the coste of harmful pollution by
estimating the total value of all the ear-
nings lost due to ill-health or shortened
life. Therefore the place in which “health-
impairing pollution should be done ... [is]
in the country with the lowest wages”.

" Trade in polluting wastes would promote

L ’-"”ﬂ'{ ,9"\ economic growih

i in poor countries
and would there-
fore be “welfare
enhancing” for
them.

This is nonsense,
even if it is! dres-
sed up in moral
terms like :“WCI'
fare enhdance-
ment”. :

‘First, let us con-
cede that it might
raise the statisti-
cal indicator of economic growth, the
inerease in GNP per capita.

But GNP per capita is an average which
indicates nothing about who gets the inc-
reased wealth within the economy. Is it
Likely to be those who are forced to live
nearest to the waste dumps? Will it be the
peasant households and urban squatters
whose daily lives are most dominated by
the struggle for survival?

Second, taking wages forgone as the mea-
sure of harmfulness is a very crude mea-
sure in itself, but let us ignore that point
nneextxsnoteaaytoeomeupthha
satisfactory altermative indicator. Should
the least unsatisfactory measure available
be used at all when it ignores all those
who do not receive any wages, above all
generations as yet unborn? Amongst the
living it excludes the unemployed, the

young, the old, those outside the cash

economy.

This eriterion would be applied to count-

mes in which there axre many more pboblo who

are unwaged than waged. Do free market
economists really believe that the guality of

the lives of people without wages don’t count?

Trade in toxie wastes is happening. Europe,
the US, Japan and Australia are exporting
inereasing amounts o waste to Easiermn
Europe, the Philippines, and Latin America.

There is evenn a Pacific island which imports
Californian waste in arder to increase its
height above sea level in an attempt to protect
Magainctthormoinmlavdsmndby
global warming. And what is the principle
cause of giobal warming? The lifestyles made
possible by industrialisation, which are pro-
bably most mdent o California 1taelf. -

The Organuahon of Afncm States has

managed to prevent much waste importing, but
the World Bank memo suggests that African

countries there arée “vastly under<polluted”,

and the Bank has plenty of economiec muscle. It

dominates the administration of the Global

Enviranmental Faecility, the major dispenser of
giobal funds for environmental projects, and
will be battling to control any new global funds
that emerge from the Earth summit..

The Bank doesn’t Lke having to listem to
gumentsthat oppose the logic of free market

economics because they undermine its basic

principles. In the words of the memo, “the
problem with the arguments against all of
these proposals for more pollution in less
developed countries (intrinsic rights io certain
goods, moral reasons, social concerns, lack of
adequate markets, etc) is that they could be
turmed and used more or less offectively
against every Bank proposal for liberahsahon.

If you are interested in questioning the tenets
of an economics which only values what it ean

measure, contact the New Economies Found-

ation, 88/94 Wentworth St, London El1 78SE.
Jomnthan Silvey

Well Done

| Last year Birmingham City Counecil announ-

ced that it has been persuaded not to host any
more Defence Compnents Exhibitions at the

| NEC.

Well done, those who wrote letters to the |
Council leader or attended ﬂxe peaceful |
{ demonstration!

THE RAINBOW CENTRE

180-182 Mansfield Road (585666)

‘Nottingham’s resource and information

centre covering groen issues - environment
and development, peace, human and animal

n;htl-uopml[ontoﬂat,l()to&A._'#-
oomprohmve Lbrary of Green magazines .

and books is used by students and public.

There are also office facilities and meeting |

| spmforlocalGromyonps.Anhopatle

recently opened sells a wide range of aruelty-
free merchandise and can supply sny greem
book. The existing shop at 180 sells vegan
frozen foods and is a base far Veggies lunch-
time snack stall at Clinton St. West. catering

G iodnoprovidedformany Gm'emevents.

Proﬁto go towards running the centre whxch

is largely run ‘by unpaid volunteers. The

workers chcose to take low wages - putting
into practice the slogan Live simply that
others may simply live. |

The centre is the base for many campaigning
initiatives. As part of an expandmg recycling
project, there is an aluminium can-arusher at
the back of the shop. Each month there are
exhibitions: for February a display on the
Earth Summit and the Tree of Life.

The centre already provides a free inform-
ation service on any QGreen issae to all
mqmrm work is now starting to extend
this service to Nottmghamalnre schools and
oolleges.

" Help of sny kind is always appreciated - more

income is particularly needed to meet the
ranning costs. Please spread the message, and
if you can afford it, why not become a
Rainbow Centre supporter by sending a don-
ation or regular standing order?

Rob Preston
- Still to be Done

| NATO couniry companies are exhibiting; in

the "Eurosatory ‘92" arms fair in Paris from

June 22-27. The Eurcpean Anti-Arms Trade

Network is calling upon all governments to
stop the fair, or to refuse the export licenses
necessary for military equipment to go there.
Write to Campaign against the Arms Trade,
11 Goodwin St, London N4 SHQ (071 281 0237)




