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This year Saturday lst May in Nottineham will be a real celebration of international workine
class solidarity and culture. For far too lone the workine class movement has been under

-"'Tñ""""T"'-"" attack by those who profit from intemational competition 8: division. while what the world
desperately needs is co-operation and mutuality between its people. and for far too lone. we have been almost
embarrassed to proclaim the ideals 8: watchwords of our movement. for fear of beine dismissed as dinosaurs 8: out
of touch with the modern world.
Yet the real truth is that. as catastrophe threatens to overwhelm the planet in many ways. it will only survive if
social life around the 2lobe is refounded on the ideas of solidarity and simply helpine each other throueh life. The
consequence of capitalist competition are a doeeat-doe society in which the workine class 8: oppressed peoples
are sufferine ever ereater inequalities while wealth 8: power is concentrated in fewer 8: fewer hands.
lt is a sad fact that a Labour eovernment. finally elected after 23 years of monetarist madness. has embraced
this way of thinkine - and actine - in so many ways. 6 real altemative is needed and this May Day Festival is
intended to showcase the many ways in which erass roots oreanisations are respondine 8: puttine forward
their own solutions.
Not least is this needed in the workplace where our unions have taken a poundine over the last 2
decades. What we need is an end to all anti-union laws that have denied us the rieht 8: opportunity to
express solidarity action with fellow workers. as a result. over the past few years. we have seen so
many strueeles eo down to isolated defeat. after the most creative 8: couraeeous campaiens have been
undertaken to stand up for the ideals of social solidarity.
This May Day. the annual celebration of workers solidarity. we are actively promotinz Union
Riehts Day - tor a renewed strueele this year and into the millennium tor the end of anti-
union laws 8: for the flowerine of solidarity in this country - and beyond. Throueh this "'
brochure 8: events you will find examples of oneoine campaiens for *
social iustice 8: equity and we uree you to support them in whatever
ways you can. But above all enioy this Festival - support the events
and let's make this a marker for May Days in Nottineham to come. ii
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tn the spirit of unity. we are proud to welcome the N.l-I.
Area NUM Brass Band to lead our march on MayDay.
The Durham miners have a lone tradition of solidarity
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were put on trial tor it. Six of them were not even there
8: the other two were clearly innocent. Yet a trial of
periured testimony. a packed Jury. biased iudee 8: a
hysterical press ensured a euilty verdict 8: condemned
5 ot the 3 to death. Despite worldwide protests
Parsons. Spies. Fischer 8: Eneels were haneed on
November llth (Line had committed suicide the previ-
ous day). Six years later the state eovernor released
the survivors trom iail. admittine that there had been no

idence to link any of the 8 with the l-laymarket bomb.
14th July I889. on the l00th anniversary ot Bastille

an ýmerican deleeate at the International Labour
ess in Paris proposed that May lst be otticially
d as a workers holiday. This was unanimously

d 8: since then May Day has sewed as a date
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