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ROCK THE BOAT

BASH THE FASH

Every week more than 30 black people are deported
or forced to leave this country as a result of racist
immigration laws. These laws are the result of
media hysteria and political pressure from neo-
nazis and other racists in the late 1960°s and 1970°s,
and of the efforts of the media and nationalist cam-
paigns on the lory far right. They are the inst-
itutional basis of racism which is still strong in spite
of the demise of the neo-fascists from all but ghetto
politics. This racism blames black people for un-
emplovment, poor and scarce housing and health
problems, and indo-British Kids for a lousy educ-
ation.

she was again arrested and det-

nsisted lareely ained 1mn Holloway, and took
decliarations andgd dAdVICE 10O dppi\ 101 I‘*‘l!!l\dl
oaInst affective svium. with the result that she
i '1reci NKS D¢ wWds IC ;’\z\'\'\,f q I)L'\ cmhcr :\&'11\1'
| South Atricai neg consideration O her case
P - )CCI '*‘U‘._':’\.t O11 \\j\ IUITl WdS I'\'IU\C\! 1n ()\[(\’M\'
DOSSIDIE rlelt dnd ail ADDI11C
5 N\ E ICVIC vds & ICL LU
) N A I' }{ $) .(‘ I v 1YSS A
H | P cainst this will probablt
! ()\‘L‘.‘\‘t ! ! \(‘\
N are wWhnliie wWorkKers
the immieration con (ROSSLY SEXIST
Uiting €gde | Stal
anti-deportation NALGO has taken Up the case

()ctober 1954

I'he kind of action taken so far
has been petitioning and urging
people to write to the Home Sec-
retary. Petiioning 1s a good
means of publicising a campaign
locally and making contacts, but
it should be seen as a means of
raising support for direct action,
not as an end 1n 1tself. Although
individual cases can win, and
NUJ member Som Raj) won on
27th June 1988, the immigration
laws are an attack on the work
Ing class, and require an
they have
10 be smashed. As well as being
obviously racist, they are
grossly sexist. Marion Gaima
had to choose between dcpnrt-
ation and marriage to a violent
man. Another NALGO member
facing deportation, Lisa Huen,
ieft a husband who put her 1n
hospital four times and was re-

.MCL]U;HC rc\pnn\c

warded with d dc;mrtatmr‘. wrdu
STREET CHECKS

Black and ethnic minority
workers are being systematically
criminalised. The new Immig-
ration Act has been likened to
the South African pass laws, be
cause It makes ‘overstaying a
visa by just one day a criminal
offence punishable by deport-
ation without appeal. All black
and ethnic minority workers are
now ‘overstayers until proven
innocent; street checks on 1mm
oration status, raids on work
places and home, already facts
of life for many workers, are

ng to intensify. 1'he message

jon’t stick your neck oul,
t be an active trade unionist,
jon’t strike, don’t leave a viol

y . Yo
cnt husband

We \nlmll} \tress the need fol

t action on the industrial

DUl 11 1S :'iL'k'kiL'&j Ol ”lt [‘H]

1] front 100, 1o resist the en
roachment ol the state on oul
and to fight off attacks
FEven un-affilhated unions like
NALGO are not M‘.x”} ind
endent, but rely on parl
amentary action, 1e the Labour
Partv. Hackney Labour Council

;m\_'x]_‘,'(‘d full ntlppwll 1O
the Marion Gaima campaign
but dock the pPay of her fellow

P | .‘.l'|"', !?;t'. ;' ayvy .‘-‘.’IL

w their support for hel

K NALGO purcaucrais
they are hypocrites playing a
jouble game, ‘supporting right
on campaigns but blocking any
action which threatens the
ystem that they Live off. Since 1t

that system we are having 1o
f1ght lhr._'_‘. must be sSwept aside

Remembrance Day
Counter Demonstration

Sunday Nov 13th
Central London

BLOOD

MONEY

In July, Thatcher stated in the House of Commons
that sanctions against South Africa could only
cause poverty and suffering for South African
blacks, conveniently forgetting that this is already
their condition, and it is they who shout loudest for
sanctions. She pursues only the interests of British
capital, while making assurances she knows will be
empty about the possibility of talking away
apartheid. South Africa is one of the most brutal

regimes in history,

one

that has recently

criminalised all opposition, no matter how mild, vet
faces criticism from within its own ranks for being

too soft.

Britain 1S the biggest foreign
investor 1n South Africa. One of
the worst companies, Rio linto
Zinc, can even boast the
Queenmother as being one of
their shareholders. It 1s clear that
the white masters of South
Africa are not the only ones rid-
ing on the backs of the black
South Africans. The rich mast
ers of Britain make a sizeable
profit from apartheid, and have
no intention of losing 1t

Countries with less sizeable
investments 1 South African
slavery can afford to shout loud
er. But they have just as little int
erest 1n seeing the apartheid reg-
ime fall. The sanctions they imp-
ose have less bite than bark, des
igned to be seen to be doing
something, rather than actually
fighting the apartheid state
who have never had any dii
ficulty getung around them
Some of the countries that 1m-
pose minimal sanctions are at
the same time directly helping
South Africa’s destabilising of,
and military attacks into, neigh-
bouring countrig

CANNON FODDER

[hrough 1its control ol
Namibia, South Africa contin
ually attacks Angola 1n SUpport
of UNITA. who themselves ell
ectively operate as part of the

South African war machine

[hey, and therefore South
African’s interests, are also
being funded by the US, Israel
and Zaire. Far from an efiecuve
way to fight apartheid, but a
policy that has in fact put |}
million Angolans in danger 0Ol
starvation and has killed or mut
lated a further '/4 million. The
Namibian people themselves are
continually attacked, raped and
killed by the death squads of the
South African controlled puppel
government. They are also used

as conscript cannon fodder by
the South African military

Again, British companies, cont-

rolling 70% of the Namibian
economy, are making a lot of
money that they would lose 1f
there was an end to South

African control.
BASTARDS

The only people who can get

rid of apartheid are the ones who
are directly under its thumb. The
organisations which they use to

fight are not ones which are

sympathetic to western military
Oor economics 1n southern

Africa. The growing militancy

of the Namibian people 1s shown

in the resurgence of a trade
union movement and mass mob-
1lisations

Western powers cannot atford
the price of the downfall of
apartheid, and therefore efl-
ectively help 1it. We however,
can not only afford i1ts downfall,
but would positively benefit
from 1t. It 1s the same group ol
bastards making a killing from
apartheid that are screwing
workers 1n other countries. By
waging a class war against them
we can provide the strongest
help for people struggling under
apartheid and at the same time,
best serve our own needs. We
can build a free world without
being robbed of our wealth, our
freedom and our minds.

|

h
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TAKING /

The Voice of Anarcho-Syndicalism October 1988

Observing the letter of the law is something that the present Conservat-
ive Government prides itself on. Except, of course, when they are wear-
ing their deregulation, ‘freedom of the individual” hat.

Freedom of the individual in today’s sense apparently entails the follow-
ing — the word individual actually means boss, and the freedom they are
‘given is the freedom to shit all over their workforces whenever they get the
chance.

The latest example of this is a directive from the Employment Minister,
Patrick Nicholls, to the chief executive of Calderdale Council informing
them that a firm in their area was not obliged to consult the union there
before initiating redundancies.

According to the 1975 Employment Protection Act (which the present
government has not taken the trouble to repeal) unions are to be consulted
‘at the earliest opportunity’ over any ensuing redundancies, but according
to their 1980 employment legislation, bosses are not obliged to recognise
unions. This, say the government, gives employers the right not to inform
their workers that the factory will be closing next week!

The union still exists whether or not management accepts the fact and the
law states that the union must be consulted when redundancies are rmm-
inent. So what we have is a ‘tough’ government ‘upholding the letter of the
law’ and ‘stamping out crime’, encouraging flagrant disregard for the law.
There’s a contradiction there somewhere.

There have been the usual meek protests from trade union leaders, and
apparently Labour MPs are going to ask questions! Neither have a chance ot
doing anything about it, the government will stitch it up in their usual slow,
unsubtle way.

Respecting the law has done nothing for the working class except deprive
us of our hard-fought for rights. The government will continue with its
wholesale slaughter of rights at work until people wake up and rake them

/)(1(‘/\.

Direct Action Movement — International Workers Association
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THANKS FOR
NOTHING TUFFIN

On Wednesday 31st August there was the first nat-
ional postal strike for 17 years as anticipated in DA
>1. This was officially a one day strike in protest
about the introduction of the DRAS (Difficult Re-
cruitment Area Supplements) bonus payment
system to new recruits in the South East area. The
DRAS system was the first move in an attempt to
bring in office by office pay systems.

Recruits 1n the same olfice
Wwere geting dairicrent DONUSES
depending on what thei SUPCT-

1sors said about them. In reality
the UCW (Union of Comm:-

workers) executive
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Meanwhile UCW boss, Alan
[uffin was at the TUC confer-
ence. Somebody told him that
NIS union members were now on
a nation-wide unofficial strike.
Tuftfin called an executive meet-
ing and they decided that 1t
would look good 1if they made
the strike official, hoping that

the members might lhike them
t likelv vou bastards). l1hen
turned to the conterence

1S ~»f‘L‘L\h ‘the record ot

s there for all to sec
responsible union with a resp
membership. 1his offic
ppage 1S the first for sev-
years . But hold on, there
213 local wildcat strikes
postal workers last
OUsI) these strikes

Were not reasonaoie BHH‘N L\\

ITIL‘.’. LNne L/ICW execulnive mel
wWilhn .':za!z‘x\__'a'rm'm and tried to

oet postal workers back to work

with the mimmimum possible deal

_~ - LA
Su Bryan at the con.
| trols of & JCB !
s S RS

TAX IN POST?

MIANAGEMENT LIES

ne SItrike went on mManagc

ment came up witl 411 sorts ol

Depending

on which dayv vou were Listening
yOu heard that there W d
acklog ot between SU and 1DV

.‘",'v.' .:.'I‘f "i. ,,1;'1'.'
. ;;A I' ‘.1" ‘;' :'1': ’ll'r‘v.'. l!"
41d that the workers want

1O return but there were no

signs of this — any potential

scabs knew the consequences of

scabbing. Then at last manage-
ment told the truth, they moaned
that Tuffin could not control his
union members — too true.

ASELL-OUT

In the end the union executive
came to an agreement with man-
agement, workers should return
to work, but deals had to be fin-
alised with local management
Yes, the same people who had
forced them out 1n the first
place. Although they had agreed
to let in casuals and divert mail,
some workers would not agree
to this. Considering these were
the things that caused the strike
in the first place, this 1s not sur-
prising. The return was delayed
by local management putting un-
reasonable conditions on the re-

POLLOCIKS!?

turn, eg sacking of all suspended

workers and replacement by cas-
uals. Plus, of course, pox(;ll
workers were pissed off with the
fact they had been on strike for
almost a fortnight and had re-
turned with nothing. The only
thing gained was that the UCW
executive had got back onto the
negotiating table.

Some offices returned to work
quickly and others took time,
deciding that it was much better
to stay out. The UCW executive
then put pressure on these strik-
ing offices to return to work as
soon as possible.. South Wales
walked out after a few days
when management bought in
private drivers and vans to do all

the driving

The second public meeting organised by Lewisham

Against the Poll Tax began sedately enough. We

heard that the Labour Party and Lewisham Coun-
cil are opposed to the Poll Tax and they confirmed
their support for the working class, claiming that
they fully understood our plight. It all sounded just
like the first meeting that held at Deptford Town
Hall. Since then the council has provided new
offices behind the town hall from where they will
run the rates and poll tax systems side by side. So
much for their stand against this unfair tax!

f‘ui.w‘«.\m}_‘ the INnepi \;‘L'C\h h_\
Joan Ruddock we were faced
with four smiling and laughing
lories, totally unaware of the
fact that they were just about to
be slaughtered f’h‘dl'\l.:hl} Ch
ough f'h:". \.pﬂh’ In favour of the
[N'H (d)

‘ One laughable aticmpt at jusl

ification for the poll tax came
from a particularly out of touch
middle class woman when she
spouted that we all pay the same
road tax. even a ‘small Volvo

OWIC] ;M‘. \ th' SAallic a8 4 hlj..' Cdl

owner! | always thought that
Yolvo and small were a conti
adiction 1n terms, apparently |

wdas WIolg

Nicholas Bennet MP was oo
much to bear, he just could not

grasp the concept of hardship
People can not atford to pay the
poll tax was the cry. His reply?
(et a better 10b. or bener still .
he continued move down the
road to Bromliey, it's only £200
ther | his lowel [n»]l (AX WAS

h(' insisted. due to [)l«v[»(‘l f)lui_‘,'!‘l
ontrol and management by the
)unc) NOthing 1o do with It

Ltronghold He

then continued to tell us that the

DCINge 4 "'fv

reason that the poll tax would be

0 high in Lewisham was due 1o

the council funding unworthy
causes and employing 2,000 too
many workers! Imagine explain-
ing this to one of the 2,000

Sorry about your job, but at

leaslt yOuUul pull tax 1s lower now !

ﬁ
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As we go to press the postal
service 1s back to normal with all
offices working as usual but you
can expect to find more strikes
soon, as workers get more and
more fed up with management
and the union officials who work
together to stitch them up.

DAM

A nice little incident happ-
ened at Romford during the dis-
pute. A woman stopped her car
opposite the picket line and
shouted out the window “It’s my
birthday, and I haven't got a
single card and its all your fault
etc. etc.’ Pickets sang a rousing
chorus of ‘Happy Birthday To
You'!

=

DIRECT ACTION No. 52

BOOKWORM

REVOLT

Six months into the occupation of the three
Hackney libraries taken over by workers and the
community, the bailiffs eventually turned up. Lab-
our having won two recent by-elections, the council
decided that it was time to act on their re-posession
order. The time of the eviction was obtained by the
simple ruse of ringing the bailiff’s office and pret-
ending to be from the council. With less than four
days notice gained, various initiatives by individual

'

KILLER BLOW

Following another speech, by

a ‘sympathetic’ lTory Euro-MP
the public were allowed to queue
up for halt an hour in order to
put questons (o the PAri . 1 here
weren t many qm'\tmlr mainly
due to the fact that most of the
‘)«'u[)l( [)lt‘w(‘lll were well versed
in the technmcalities of the tax,
but all of a sudden we realised
that we didn't know all of the

————————————————————

N re A Poll TAX PEMAN D.

(THATS A FOINT! TS MY
MOMS BIRTH-
-DAY TODAY!

facts because here was Nicholas
Bennet, having picked up a point
from the floor, telling us that the
tax would only be £380 per pers-
on in Lewisham. Did he really
know something that we didn’t?
In the nick of time, Joan ‘Opp-
ose 1t but sull pay it’ Ruddock
restored our sanity. Her figure
of £6/7 had been gleaned from a
White Paper prepared by Gov-
ernment Central Office. A killer
blow for dear old Nicholas who

retired deflated and defeated.

Meanwhile, there was stll
widespread dismay and anger
throughout the hall. One elderly
man asked the lTories how they
could justify the increase over
rates for his household. Four
people currently lived there at a
cost of £500 per annum 1n rates,
this would obviously quadruple
with the poll tax. Someone else
asked for leadership from the
[Labour Party regarding non-
payment. None came. It must be
up to the community itself to org-
anise a campaign of non-
payment. Talk to your neigh-
bours, don’t let them feel that

|

/

they 're out in the cold, tell them
that you aren’t going to pay this
ridiculous tax. We must stand
solidly together, they can't 1m
prison most ot us

lThe lornies' attacks on the

civil liberties of the working
class have united us 1n a
common front 1n such a way that
was not previously possible
Form your own local comm
unity groups to resist the poll tax
through non-payment and direct
action

NALGO members were somewhat more effective in

mobilising opposition than the patchy organisation
of the local NALGO branch.

So when the bailiffs, and
eventually, eight coppers turned
up at Goldsmith's Row library in
Haggerston at about 7:50 am on
Friday 9th September they
found a building filled with 50
people and a picket of 30 out-

Why have
they ried o

close +he
libraries, Mum?

/?-/
b

side. Despite tactical support
from Director of Leisure Ser-
vices Christine Pointer, who
according to eyewitnesses, had
come dressed as the Angel of
Death for the occasion, they
withdrew. Promising to return
In an hour’s time, they then
cased Somerford Grove library,
where there were about 100
people 1ncluding TV crews,
local union bureaucrats, and
most of the trots.

7~

At this point, apparently, the

Council called the operation off,
claiming that the defenders rep-
resented a ‘threat to public
order’, though not so much of a
‘threat” that Haringey’'s not-
oriously heavy-handed police

7\~ They doit waut
‘\\ us 1o read their old

elechon promrses
child ! ¢

|

chose to intervene. The news
filtered through to the occupiers
at about lunchtime, along with
news coverage on London tele-
vision and radio channels, but to
be on the safe side a presence
was maintained until about three
or four in the afternoon.

The current task, as DA goes
to press, 1s to build up the rotas
for a 24-hours-a-day occupation,
to prevent any lightning-strike
evictions. Stronger organisation

ho Cares?

Crewe’s heritage centre was recently built to cel-
ebrate 150 years of railways in the town and was
opened by the Queen with the view to getting pub-
licity and the town a place on the tourist map.

Who was to benefit from this
IS another question. We were in-
formed that the site would be-
come a luxury hotel and a conf-
erence centre, a real help to the
local community! While the
‘celebrations’ occurred,
Crewe’s actual Railway Herit-
age was being brought to an end
as the government was planning
(0 cut thousands of jobs at the
locomotive works to ‘stream
line’ it for privatisation

[t 1s sad that any chance ot efl
ectively fighting all this was
sabotaged by Militant when they
established a ‘cuts committee

that was nothing more than a
vague concept sitting 1n their
heads. True, many people, not-
ably local unmion and Labour
leaders, found this a convenient
excuse for maction. But Militant
had blocked the way for any
genuine community resistance
by setting themselves up as the
leaders that no-one would
follow:. A community’s interests
can only be served by its direct
self control, without Militant or
other left-wingers using us as
cannon fodder for party build
ing. Our Iinterests can also only
be served when we combine to
fight alongside other comm
unities.

T ;

for resistance to the next evict-
ion attempt needs to be
addressed, and a protest strike,
rather than the previous ‘walk
out and demonstrate peacefully’
actions, must be resolved by the
Council unions. Unfortunately,
a factional battle seems to be de-
veloping between SWP/Militant
and the stalinists over what act-
lon to take, with the trots trying
to take up the dispute as a polit-
ical football.

INDUSTRIAL ACTION

Escalating the action 1s very
problematic (unless, like the
trots, you see it as a matter of
leadership), so despite the pre-
vious branch decision to ballot
for an all-out strike, the NEC
OF NALGO refuses to sanction
a ..ballot. .(see..0D4. ..D0).
Furthermore, the meeting be-
tween national and local officers
of NALGO and the Council
leadership served to diffuse the
anger generated by the Coun-
cil’s decision to go to the courts,
not the negotiation table. As
predicted in DA, talking to the
council without escalating the
action produced no results.
While increased opposition to
the bailiff’s next visit can be
achieved, escalation of 1n-
dustrial action seems remote.

The SWP/Militant axis 1s
already blaming library workers
for letting them down (!) by not
striking, and our shop steward's
committee for not providing
leadership. Those of us who re-
member who 1t was who org-
anised the occupation, with the
SWP refusing to support us be-
cause we couldn’t strike, think
differently. The dispute has
identified the activists to each
other, and we are planning to
meet to organise our efforts In
this dispute better, and to

strengthen our union's organis-

Apparently Labour MP
Gwyneth  (scab) Dunwoody
doesn’t think so as she was arg-
uing for Crewe as a special case
that was more deserving than
workers 1n Derby, York or
America (where the contracts
were going). In other words
racism. An attitude just as prom-
inent in other affected towns and
one that ensured we were ruled
) being divided. All
raillworkers jobs are sull
threatened as privatisation looms
forward, perhaps we can learn
from our own mistakes and fight
back properly

WHO'S HERITAGE?

[he whole 1dea of the Her-
itage Centre 1S a scandal, having
directly endangered a part of
Crewe's cultural heritage. That
1S the decision to cut-off money
10 Crewe's carmival and fete in
order to fund the centre. The
carnival day and all that goes
with with it have been with us
for over a century. That the local
council were ready to sacrifice it

Page 3

ation in the only possible way —
from below.

‘GREASEBALL’

Elsewhere 1n the Leisure Dir-
ectorate, the chair, Tommy
‘Greaseball” Sheppard, not con-

tent with being a liar and a scab,

1S plumbing new depths. You ve
heard about political interfer-

ence in Brent. well this 1s an ex-

ample of the sort of crap that
thousands of workers have had
to put up with routinely. Having
promised community groups
that Shoreditch Play Park would
re-open soon, our Tommy has
been informed that 1t can not be-
cause of health and safety def-
ects by NALGO, by the Bor-
ough Safety Officer, and even
by the management. His react-
ion? Open 1t anyway. Knowing
which side their bread 1s butt-
ered, the management 1S choos-
ing to lick his arse and break the
Health and Satety at Work Act.

ably got the job because she's a
one-parent family, bearing 1In
mind that her salary is £30,000,
give or take a couple of grand
with a daughter at public school.
As she once said, ‘I don’t know
why these women are always
complaining about creches, |
never had any trouble’! Another
insight into her idea of public
services was the remark she
once made that if there were
proper lLivery facilities on
Hackney Marshes, more people
in the borough would own
horses.  Hackney 1Is  still
‘Britain’s Poorest Borough’, the
welfare state is still an exploitat-
Ive con-trick.

STOP PRESS

The bailiffs returned to the

three libraries at about three am
on Thursday 22nd September,
smashing in the doors in the bel-
ief that the buildings were empty
at the time. Teachers and council
workers demonstrated against

ot -
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Finally, our radical-socialist-
appointed Director, Christine
‘Hatchet” Pointer, is leaving us.
Watch out Newham, this is what
you re getting. Ms Pointer prob-

to plans for a businessmen’s par-
adise shows how genuine is the
concern for the culture and
working-class people in Crewe.
A culture and heritage that the
council are attacking in other
ways (00.

Recently there was strong
opposition from the council to a
proposed multi-racial and cult-
ural community centre the
Powerhouse project. Fierce opp-
osition In spite of the fact that
none of the money needed was
required from the council, just
their approval. The fact i1s that
were the Powerhouse project to
succeed 1t would provide a
massive boost to all aspects of
community  organisation [t
would however be under the
direct control of the community
with no control of the council

IRRELEVANI

Not content with their carnival
and fete action, or their folly
with the Hernitage centre, they
OppOSEe any genuine expression

L 11 10019244240220832028008000000000000

LIFE ON THE LINE!

<

this action at a rally at
lunchtime, and many stayed
away from work. Goldsmith's
Row library has been re-
occupied and is now open again.

of Crewe'’s culture and heritage,
such as the Powerhouse, and 1n-
stead force on us their own
schemes for owr past, present
and future.

Our rulers in the council, the
unions, government and polit-
ical parties will never change
their determination and control
of our lives, culture and
struggles. After all, were the
\dea to catch on they would soon
become 1rrelevant. It 1s time for
us to orgamse together to re-
member our rcal history and

fight for a real future, in spite of

the bastards eftorts to the
contrary

[he FBI's main computer went

u

bit wrong one day and resulted
in 17,340 Pe '[’[c' [’c’lll‘\' arrested

because it had mistakenly listed
them as wanted criminals. We

wonder lf‘ it had hd[’[’c’”t'ti }’(i
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BOILING

Two vears after the
Chernobyl disaster, the
inquiry into a planned
Pressurised Water React-
or (PWR) at Hinkley
Point C is due to start on
October 4th. Some
groups — Friends of the
Earth, CND, Greenpeace
[.td., and other anti-
nuclear groups, plan to
stop the building of the
reactor by contesting the

POINT

site. Indeed, Peter Walker, the
Energy Minister, admitted that
regardless of inspector kFrank
Layfield’s findings, Sizewell B
would be built. At Hinkley 1t
will be the same

PASSIVE CAMPAIGN

[eaked Cabinet minutes from
October 1979 show that the
[hatcher government has al-
ways been committed to ‘achiev-
ing a sizeable nuclear policy’
'he document sets out the

Although many antinuclear
campaigners believe that the res-
ult of the Hinkley Point inquiry
1s a foregone conclusion, some
would argue that the inquiry de-
lays building, while allowing
time to construct a protest camp-
aign. The opposite is true. Part-
icipation only lends undeserved
public credibility to this sham,
and spurious legitimacy to the
result. Time, money and energ)
are drained, and a passive camp-
aign results, where only the so-
called ‘experts have a voice

more militant comrades on the
continent, has always posed a
serious threat to the Govern-
ment's plans. They look nerv-
ously at events in West Germ-
any, where the proposed

Wackersdorf reprocessing plant
has provoked massive con-
frontations, such as the one last
October when 240,000 people
fought riot police for four days.
T'he Briish government has al-

RECORD

REVIEW

DOG FACED HERMANS:
Miss O Grady/Bello Ciao
(Calculus Records)

The Dog Faced Hermans hail
from Edinburgh and call
themselves anarchists. On this
record they have a song about
the old who will die needlessly
from hypothermia this winter
because they are poor, and on
the flip side a pacy punk version
of Bello Ciao, the Italian part-
1San song.

The partisans to whom this
record 1s in part a tribute fought
Mussolini and Hitler from the

Recently Class War
sponsored a nation-wide
Rock Against The Rich
tour featuring local
bands but headlined by
Joe Strummer with his
new band. Strummer is
the ex-lead singer and
stalwart of the Clash, one
of the best known of the
70’s punk bands.

NEW

Strummer, now 1n his 30’s, and
his band responded well, gener-
ating a lot of excitement, re-
interpreting old Clash classics,
as well as performing several
new songs.

AMUSING ITEM

Politically though, what was
achieved? A few days after the
Manchester gig CW appeared on
Network 7 — one of the new

and press. Even if serious points
are being raised, later editing
can twist anything to fit the pre
conceived 1mage that they need
(and want) to present.

MINDLESS VIOLENCE

This has a further danger. The
image of anarchism as mindless
violence, bent on destruction for
its own sake, and anarchists
portrayed as people who are

THE proH

Spain. DAM members have also
been at the forefront of com-
batting fascism on the streets.

PATHETIC ACTS

However, the kind of violence
Class War 1s willing to be
associated with by the media is
of a different character.
Although divided on this issue,
the ‘all publicity is good pub-
licity” faction is currently dom-

: . . . reasons 1n clear class terms 4 \ ey e : ! .z < , BT , o 5 ' ‘

streamlined inquiry with ¢ \l( ( . SRR \L TERNATIVE mountains of northern and cent- i\]uulhh orientated” programmes r}: 1dy l(()hggl out the molotovs at inant within Class War. Despite
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the CEGB. However the rL i i ; ‘[ > £ removin : STRATEGY ral Ttalv. Manv Italian towns that have szrung tL]lp recently. It ; C Slig ItL\t provocation, un dlxlanung themselves from such

: - ’ 1€ advantage o eI« P & \ . ) - - . ‘nesntrate e W ately N s - R A S - ot ta

the ac o€ § ¥ were liberated by them before concentrated on the recent CW ortunately does attract some pathetic acts as gluung up estate

Inquiry system is simply a
rubber stamp for the
Government — designed
to derail the protesters
into harmless channels
whilst the nuclear jugg-
ernaut rolls on. The anti-
nuclear movement needs
to start organising effect-

substantial portion of electricity
production from the dangers ol
disruption by industrial action
by coal muners or transport
workers’. The nuclear prog-
ramme 1s also integrated to Brit-
ish and US weapons production
Despite Chernobyl, despite the
evidence of child cancers such

as leukaemia, despite public op

We have to stop playing by the
rules set by the rulers. Only mil-
itant demonstrations leading to
mass direct action at the site and
against the firms involved in the
nuclear construction industry,
and 1ndustrial boycotts by
workers supplying the sites, can

stop the building of Hinkley

ways pf(‘k\'k'dk‘d CJUIIUU\I} with
its nuclear power programme,
backing off quickly at the first
sign of serious opposition. Prot-
esters at Elstow, Fulbeck, Kill-

US and British troops and a new
government arrived to take their
guns off them. Most of the Res-
istance fighters were leftist
workers. As usual, most liberals
and ‘democrats’ had made an
accommodation with Mussolini.

After the ‘Liberation’ the
Communist Party (the largest

candidate in the Kensington by-
election, as well as their attacks
on yuppies in the Docklands of
East London. The whole piece
came across as an amusing little
item but not really serious —
often a similar reaction they get
to their paper. This was not
nelped by one member who
nated yuppies but said that given

people.

These people then attempt to
live up to the image. This in turn
gives the media more opp-
ortunities to run ‘shock horror’
stories of the violent ‘punk-
anarchist’ variety.

T'his 1s not to say that anarch-

agents' locks, and their public
denials of anarchism, they are in
effect being used by the media to
portray anarchism as pointless,
futile violence. Why organise
when you can lob a brick, com-
rade’

We cannot twist the media
press now matter how symp-

THEY
SHOOT

HORSES
DON’T
THEY?

In this clipping from a
Dagenham newspaper you will
notice on the right a certain Ron
Ferrett wearing a black t-shirt
with a Celtic cross on it. Ferrett,
a local National Front activist, 1s
marching to save horses.

Perhaps him and his mates are
marching to save only white
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BULLDOZING
BUILDER
BREAKS

THE BANK

way Road, London, N6
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way to power and destroyed the
labour movement. They later
made an immense contribution
to the 1943-45 Resistance, even
having entirely anarchist part-
1ISan units 1n some arcas

'he Dog Faced Hermans
couldn’t really go wrong with as
good a tune as Bello Ciao (an old
work song adapted by the part

shocked to see a story claiming that that National
Front and British Black Separatists have been hold-
ing friendly meetings, to work on anti-jewish camp-
aigns and implying that they acted together to
bomb a synagogue! This story is untrue!

The National Front involved
in the Searchlight story 1S the

‘official’ National Front. 1his

group claims not be racist bul
), claiming that

racialist (so”

about Palestine) especially be
tween the black and jewish
communities

that “...in  Leeds anti-fascists
were shocked to see a local
young black man selling a pro
Khomenit paper alongside the
NE street-sellers... and °...a
ICW Li.l}\ after the NF held
secret talks with tundamentalists
in Leeds...alocal synagoguce was

bombed

they told no-one that they were
trom the NF and did not discuss
thenr pﬂllllg\ A black attender at
the meeting stated “They just
said that they were interested 1n
finding out about Islam ., adding
they seemed to be yuppy types

['he so-called black separatist

in the photos turned out to be a
Mr. Michael Chambers. Fai

blurred photo of a black man
(Chambers) talking to a white
man who could be holding a
COPY of National Front News 1s
titled "Collaborators At Work

CAVALIER ATTITUDE

Snide reterences have been
made to people who have dared

10 suggest that Searchlight s

been admiutted 1in a confidential 1sans). Like the EX'S ‘“’f’“”"”‘ there are black supporters of the from being a separatist of any current analysis of British fasc
: SRR R e . . | Ministry of Agriculture report of a couple of lr;uljllnnul Spanish idea of the separate development Wi (‘h:unl\‘lx T ism might not be correct the
’ : g i o i - A DANK manager rex L-lll]} ‘f;nl 1S leaked 1o }-ncnd\ Of the I-,;”'(h \()ng\ On thll .S/)(HII.\/I R('\'U/ O f th‘ races IH lhl\ end 1ssue Caribbean convert o l\l‘un facts’ \\llhlnlhc drlu'lc are \_”Cd
4 ' th A (o the ~ Y omeuppance altel YL"U‘\.IH.‘..' d SENI0I government advisors are uiion lL‘k‘Ulki (WO yedars dg“‘, ‘(hL' 105 of the National Front News Charb et thas JPP‘”.C”“.\ 1S aS P“““ of \\‘(.(1’.(-}”“\,}”.\ b
| 14 &0 i Phva s 8 builder a loan. He came 10 wOrk concerned that the .1pp||\‘1llnn Ol Herman s \L'l\l’()n of Bello Ciao carried a Story lelllllll}_‘ that trying to convert NF members to rectness’
- '3 Eollans B the nex! morning Il';' ind a (‘illlv'. pE ticides to ¢ rops after ”lk'.\ \&ur‘k\ well ”lilllk'll”_\ (hk"\ National Front officials had held Islam: those who know Chamb
| . the tectoe 1 ' <h it thirty-foot bulldozer where have been harvested present a don’t sing the English lyrics a friendly meeting with black ers say ‘He talks to anyone While 1t 1S understood that
B I' 3 | 5 bank should have been! health hazard to man’'. Most provided with the record bul separatists in Chapeltown. CharbersSiimcelt \ic\u‘lh‘c\i the mistakes can be made’ 'Search
v 1 '} 1ol = (") = | , .1”0\lm1 Arc ‘~~“'P\ \\hpl(‘ lhg- \[Ikl\ 1O lllk,‘ Ull}_’llldl lldlldll lCC(l\ “ \I;Hlllk‘d lhdl - |H\.t| l.l[\‘l of hld\k \k‘P.U;lll\(. }_‘l\&‘l\ .';\'."1."\ \Julncr .l“lllldk‘ to facts
€ o e e ! | h quarryinar Nnad Deen POISONS [)L'HL'H.HL' «h'&‘}’ Iinto the Some of the plnllllll\ldll()ll 1S Ol NF members llllll}.‘lt'\l with the to him h_\ the NF. as ‘100% 18 t\\nnnng all too common' To
.' ratnel ip Cl DY the bank s rel flesh and cannot be washed the mark at umes. but all 1n all rest of ”\(' audience and took lies'  addine Pl\‘t\\lllk“\. ‘The\ OUTl kl\\‘\\lk\lgk‘ this 1s the fiff}l

ey S

A step-by-step guide to the correct method of self-examination

1O erant him a loan. and
{\1ier 4 :._'m '»ruu«im;' (i'.'l. n]('.j

LA K dCLIOT }{( Hlk".(‘(] ”I('

arrested on a double-decken

dwdy, 0Ol detected \hHlllL’ SKIN
[CSIS

orations who wreak this damage

they carry off a faithful bul
modern interpretation of this
most unmilitaristic of battle

anic produce. It is something

part 1n extremely useful disc

USSIONS

separatist were printed to supp

will not pl'n\pu ll\ lh&‘ eves Ol
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seen Chambers (or anv other

tme Searchlight has accused
people of collaborating with the
NE (the second time that the)

fascist movement 1in Britain no
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DIRECTACTION No. 52

This vear the annual conferences of both NUPE and
NALGO voted to enter into talks about a merger of
the two unions. A historic beginning vou might
think — One Big Union for public service workers,
which would then be the third or fourth biggest
union in the country. The present phase in the dev-
elopment of the trade union movement in this
Britain bears a superficial resemblance to the first
quarter of this century, when union amalgamations

were also common.

A major difference 1s that the
previous amalgamations were of
rait unions into general or ind

ustrial unions during a period of
growing mulitancy and union
nembership 'he Industrial

syndicalist Education League

»

advocated union amaleamations.

ind many of 1ts adherents, were

 PIuAa , : _ :
AU LIVE 1" 1h'\ ‘\f”;\‘..'_'-\ﬁ‘.‘xdllt‘ﬂ

committees. loday the bur
numbers game with over
750,000 members. NALGO was
only recently displaced from the
position of being the fourth larg-
est union by the MSF merger of
| ASS and ASTMS

als are simply playing the

but for reasons of corporate

survival

way oI improving the prospects
of both umons, the Hammond
TUC” would be a serious comp-
etitor, so will the unscrupulous
OGMBATU and its scab white-

MATSA
Although left-wing members of
NALGO’s NEC have rejected
‘no-strike single union deals,
whether this promise will stand
up to competition from outright

\l‘;lttl Secltion

Sscab unions remains to be seen

Not surprisingly, there 1s
support [or the
HICTECT irom \\nrkcr\ sick of

OTrassSroots

NEW MODEL UNION

government the

ICIPCT W 11l Lheors 1 CIHTIOVE
| A0 DAarrier bpetween low
paid white collar workers and

VA ; ':‘.\':.';de WOrkKer i'.'i;
nas instututionalised a greatl ai

2 )

!"‘
e 3

[,‘Y(.‘AJ"JJ;L' peitween the 1wo
up: | WOTrKers, Knackering

\usirial ertecuvene dand

’i;,l’_' Jr..':‘}x. 'J"(I;l V‘v.(".

all

aside not out of clas

V10Ce in oraer 1o

HICIHNIDC] :!.;{J

NALGO has even chang

A I{' ‘:‘l‘ll;). yr” !’.A" ,j]'

mMent o manual workers 1o east

I1IERT W &
,}Y).,‘

- i
A long story ol poaching

d owmer disputes 1s bemng pul

S solidarity

industrially, 1t 1s

peing scabbed on by members of
another union. But 1t 1s unlikely
that the new union will be org
anised on a workplace basis

with all grades 1n each dn

torale 'Hu\.pltdl 1] 4 \ln;'lt‘

’ . ’

dNchn HH' u,hm: "_HH;H
manual divide will probably re

authority-wide branches, which
1ne prd lice of NUPI | .ocal

ificials  will  jealously guard
Nneir own territories, and pPIc)
4 dand scabbing are IIFLJLv LO
ontinue, which will please full

limers by making mulitancy easy
1) Ontro| It | not Si1z¢ bul
lructure whnich danarchno

yndicalists identity as the major

weakness of the existing labour
movement, a bigger corporate
union 1s not more eftectively

simply less

Casy 1Or 11Ss members to control

| here will also be Zrassroots

.\1&‘(3_‘0!' 1S d lnt_‘l(;ll

n mnstitutionalised in separate
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SHOTGUN WEDDING

BEACH BUMS PLAN OUTRAGE AT BRIGHTON

opposition to the merger, it is

not simply prejudice which div-
ides NUPE and NALGO mem-
bers. In many areas there i1s a
serious rift due to the way
NUPE has built Officers’
branches by poaching NALGO
members. Broadly speaking,
NUPE recruited dogmatic Lab-
our Party supporters (NALGO
IS unaffihated), racists, perp-
ctrators of sexual harassment,
and generally right-wingers and
scabs. Few NALGO members
relish the prospect of this lot
being back in their union.

BUREAUCRATS

Similarly, both unions recruit
all officer grades, including
management The  Officer
Manual between
oranches 1in NUPE 1s rooted in

3

division

absurdity of having workers
and managers in the same
oranch, but the concepuon ol
workers 1s dominated by the
men-in-overalls’ |
White-collar’

syndrome
workers are not
iceémed to count, they have to
put up with managers at branch
and shop steward meetings, not
ing malcontents and militants.
and also voting against effective
unmon action, The dividing line
s drawn between workers. nof
bctween workers and manage

ment, and this 1s unlikelv to

nange

Less of a problem for the bur
caucrats, but providing greater
Cope  for recruitment by the
likes of MATSA, is the Labour

Party question, a moot point in
NALGO NALGO  activists

1iave won lor their union a reput-

ation of being at the forefront of

inion radicalism, they have led
the way on issues like de
portations and equal opp
ortumtes. NUPE has a left-wing
image, and 1 many Labous
Party strongholds is the biggest
union affihated locally, but like
the party to which it 1s affiliated
It 1S Tor more conservative and
right-wing in  practice. This
Clash diminishes 1n importance
because NALGO was also a
pioneer ol recruiting people who
want cheap insurance and don’

UPG

WANKING
TOGETHER

approve of union militancy.
Along with the management
they prevent independent direct
action, and reduce NALGO’s
much vaunted independence to a
sham. "Make People Matter’
served as a thinly-disguised
campaign for a Labour vote be-
tore the 1987 General Election,
which the Conservative Trades’
Unionists 201 \lnppcd because
the union then had no political
fund. Affiliated or not, the new
union will back Labour through
lack of alternatives

POLITICAL
INDEPENDENCE

S0 what do  anarcho-
syndicalists propose as an altern-
ative  to  corporate  union
mergers’

® Workplace branches comp-
rising all grades of worker in the
industry (no managers) based on
class solidarity and class war.

® |ocal, regional and national
federation of these branches to
form industrial unions, with
funds decentralised as far as
possible.

® No bureaucrats with the
power to stitch us up. Directly
elected lay officers recallable by
regular mass meetings, and
holding office for a Ilimited
period

® No more seli-outs, no more
‘unofficial®  strikes. All neg-
otiators to be directly elected by
workers 1n dispute on a strict
mandate. Negotiations must be
open for any worker to observe.

® Real political independ-
ence, 1e. direct action against
state repression and bosses’
laws. Why further the careers of
politicians further when we can
win back all that has been stolen
from us”?

‘We're looking for someone who's willing to start at the bottom

and stay there.”

DIRECT AcTION No. 52

‘THE PEOPLE’S
ARMY

During the past couple of years anarchists in
Britain have begun to support activities around
British withdrawal from Ireland, and also against
repression and Orange fascism. Although anarch-
ists were prominent in supporting Civil Rights and

opposing Internment at the beginning, the domin-
ation of the liberation struggle by the Republican
Movement from 1972 alienated most.

DAM 1s committed to supp-
orting the broad withdrawal
movement 1n Britain and its de-
mands. You rarely hear the cop-
out ‘We don’t support Repub-
licanism’ (true we don’t) now-
adays, but it would seem that
this indicates not political mat-
urity, but uncritical endorsement
of the national liberation
struggle. DAM distinguishes
clearly between an end to part-
ition and the organisation lead-
iIng the national liberation
struggle, we believe a critical

assessment of the Republican

Movement 1s timely.

As Internationalists we supp-

ort our class world-wide, our
opposition to imperialism stems

from this. not from liberalism.

Therefore, we support those
who share our class perspective

— 1n South Africa the ‘work-

erists’ 1n COSATU, in Ireland
the anarcho-syndicalists

‘Organise!.
ARMED RESISTANCE

The chief feature of Repub-
licanism 1n the 80's has been its
development of a broader base

for national liberation instead of

just armed struggle alone. The
Republican Movement 1s a part-
nership between Sinn Fein and
the IRA, where previously the
former could be numbered
among IRA auxiharies which
make up the rest of the move-
ment. The different roles of the
two main organisations need to
be treated separately, although
they both need each other.

The Provos are a product of

history, arising from the failure
of the contemporary IRA to de-
fend the anti-unionist comm-
unities from loyalist pogroms
spearheaded by the RUC and the
B Specials in 1969. Internment
in August 1971, which was dir-
ected at all anti-unionists, and
Bloody Sunday 1n January 1972,
ended the Civil Rights phase of
resistance and heralded in war.
Blanket, bloody repression
created the need for armed res-
1stance, the Provos grew to meet
It

BOMBING CAMPAIGN

Republicans usually reject any
criticism of the armed struggle,
either regarding 1t as above pol-
ICs, or Its critics as armchair
revolutionaries because they
don’t practise it themselves. It 1s
a fact of life, its origins are def-
ensive and it will continue until
the British state, the aggressor,
withdraws. But 1t 1S more, 1t 1§
the central political tactic in the

RN
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overall Republican strategy. It 1s
intended to force British with-
drawal onto Westminster's polit-
ical agenda, to make the Six
Counties ungovernable and
completely de-stabilise them.
How the IRA has sought to
achieve this goal matiers.

In the 70’s IRA strategy was
based on an economic bombing
campaign, ammed at de-
stabilising the Six Counties. It
has since largely been aband-
oned as counterproductive, and
was of questionable value 1n a
society so politically and econ-
omically unstable. While the
campaign cost the British state
added millions 1n compensation
on top of the repression budget,
it never shook the political will
to pay out those millions. Busi-
nesses are, furthermore, civilian
targets, and bombing shopping
centres, pubs and hotels 1S at
least 1rresponsible.  Warnings
can be bungled, they can also be
ignored by a cynical state keen
to reap the propaganda harvest
of civilian casualities

IRASTRATEGY

The mainland bombing camp
algns have been a more direct
attempt to put withdrawal on the
political agenda at Westminster
'he pub bombings are a mine
field of denials, repudiations,
agent provocateur
bungled or 1gnored warnings
and government propaganda
Sanctioned officially or not, act
ions like these and the Harrods
bombing have been carried out
by IRA personnel. The IRA unit

SLOTIES,
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captured after the Balcombe
Street siege later admitted re-
sponsibility for the Guildford
Pub bombings. IRA apologists
usually say Britain has inflicted
war on their people and they
have a right to take the war
home. We do not distance our-
selves from IRA actions on the
mainland because they are un-
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CITIZEN’S MILITIA — OR JUST PAINTING THE TOWN RED

popular — the British state is a
legitimate target. What we opp-
ose 1s the nationalist mentality
which saw people 1n Britain as a
legitimate target, and atrocities
which followed from 1t. It 1S
what, not where, the IRA
attacks which counts for us, we
condemn any indiscriminate
violence.

;

|

GERRY ADAMS

In the 80’s, polincal develop

ments within the Republican

Movement as a whole. char

acterised h_\ the rise of the less

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES

The emphasis is now on mil-
itary targets in the Six Counties,
and in mounting British cas-
ualties exerting pressure to with-
draw. As a rule great pains are
taken to avoid civilian cas-
ualties. Although Republicans
admitted long ago that they
could not win militarily, this
does not diminish its importance
for them as a tactic. The past
couple of years have seen an in-
tensification of the campaign be-
ginning with a highly successful
series of demolitions of RUC
POSILS.

Since the Loughgall massacre
in May 87 that has petered out,
but the shooting down of a Brit-

s

ish Army helicopter in South
Armagh in June, the attacks on
British military personnel 1n
Western Europe, the destruction
of Inghis Barracks on August 1st
in North London, are all indic-
ative of a confident and
aggressive IRA. The chief targ-
ets are still the locally recruited
RUC and UDR, due to Britain's
‘Ulsterisation” policy, but gov-
ernment 1ndifference to their
deaths has made Brirish military
casualties the priority

*ACCIDENTS OF WAR®

Such a level of activity will
still not be sufficient to reduce
Westminster's will to wage war.

In addition, as we argued after
Enniskillen, the greater the level
of activity, the greater the incid-
ence of IRA casualties and of
‘accidents of war’. A school girl
seriously injured by a bomb 1n-
tended for the UDR member
who driving her bus, three mem-
bers of the Hanna family killed
in mistake for Judge Higgins, on
Volunteer Seamus
Woods killed by a premature ex-
plosion and two West Belfast

one day
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onnel and injuring 19 others. On
August 4th 1t killed two unionist
civilians who'd been working on
an RUC post despite repeated
warnings. While the killing of
‘collaborators’ 1s logical to mil-
itarists, the logic of armed
struggle 1s no good reason for it.

SECTARIAN

Unionist workers are forced to
do such work despite its risks
because of unemployment, and
because of this the RUC and
UDR are now important areas of
employment. If shooting coll-
aborators 1s designed to isolate
crown forces it is pointless, be-
cause the mmpact of ‘Ulster-
1Isation” makes 1t impossible to
iIsolate them from unionist
communities as it 1s to i1solate the
[IRA from anti-unionist ones.
However logical 1t 1s, 1t will be
seen as sectarian by protestants,
and will store up bitterness
harmful to unity after British
withdrawal.

The armed struggle is in many
ways a trap, 1ts limits and logic
makes 1t a double-edged
weapon. The Republicans’ aim
1S a genuinely united Ireland, but
while British and Unionist pol-
iticians and military strategists
must take the blame for the res-
ults of their ‘Ulsterisation’
policy — making the Irish fight
each other — the IRA can not
break out of this trap.

ARMY COUNCIL

Anarchists have never been
squeamish about political viol-
ence, we have a good history of
tyrannicide. We  advocate
workers” militias, we support
and exercise our class’ right to
defend ourselves from the state.
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THAT 1S WHAT
THE BRIT MUTTRRED
TO HIMSELF AS THE
FLAMES LOVINGLY

MK

=l
==
I

I

[
I
=

T

H‘EE =l

il
—

the bosses and fascists. What we
oppose 1S militarism. The IRA 1s
the most discriminating and eft-
ective nationalist guerilla group
operating today. It recruits men
and women on an equal basis,
elects 1ts leadership, and 1s a part
of the working class comm
unities in which it operates. It 1s
responsive to these comm-
unities, but it 1s not controlled
by them, 1t operates under muil
itary command and discipline

militaristic ‘urban northerners
like Gerry Adams, have been re
flected in IRA strategy. T'his de
mands the maximum support {01
British  withdrawal combined
with a broader base of support
within Ireland for the Move
ment. The armed struggle be-
came less intense and Volunt-
eers more highly politicised,
discipline was strengthened and
control over arms stacks exert

Cd

people killed in an accidental
detonation at Falls Baths. While
we agree with the logic ot det-
ensive armed resistance, as an
offensive tactic armed struggle
reveals 1ts militarist nature
(however carefully planned and
carried out 1t 1) and has a bitter
COSI

The IRA demonstrated uts ett
ectiveness 1n a wave of attacks
from July 27th to August 3rd,
Killing five crown forces pers

N T T T

and recognises no higher auth
ority than its Army Council

[he IWA advocates workers
militias controlled by workers’
organisations in the service ol
social revolution. The IRA'S
militarism 1S the source of 1ts
limits and mistakes. While rec-
ognising the ultimate respons
ibility of the British state for 20
years of war, we remain critical
of the IRA'’'S part in that war
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building has made them hotbeds
of reaction where workplace
orgamisation and loyalist para-
military organisations are inex-

using to recognise the existence
of job discrimination in order to
avold losing Protestant mem-
bers. DA has come off the fence,
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