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THE BIG JOKE about 
the debate on the Single 
European Act (SEA) which 
has got under way in the 
past few weeks and will be 
voted on by 'the people' on 
May 26th, is Irish neutral­
ity. After all, it doesn't exist 
does it? That point aside 
however - its not going to 
deter those determined to 
have a referendum about it. 
On the one side we have the 
Government along with 
Fine Gael, the PD's and 
Labour who all believe that 
'Irish neutrality' exists and 
that it isn't compromised by 
the SEA. On the other side 
we have. Io and behold, an 
assortment that defies 
description who, like the 
others, believe that 'Irish 
neutrality' exists but that if 
the SEA is ratified it will be 
placed in 'serious jeopardy'.

MYTH
Where does this leave us? 

Certainly the SEA seeks to 
put 'into writing' something 
that has in practice been the 
norm along - Irelands 
aquesience with EEC 
foreign policy which is at 
the same time in line with 
NATO foreign policy. 
Basically then, Ireland (i.e. 
the Government), is being

asked to pay attention to 
the fact that all of the other 
members of the EEC are 
also NATO members and 
that EEC foreign policy 
must recognise this.

WAR

Those who oppose the 
SEA are indeed a mixture. 
Some are deserving of sup­
port i.e. CND and others 
have justifiably drawn 
attention over the years to 
the vists of NATO navy 
ships to Ireland; to the 
dangers of nuclear war etc. 
that the likes of NATO have 
no regard for. But others on 
the anti-SEA side have 
dubious reasons, to say the 
least, for opposing it. There 
are those who fear for 
Ireland's 'Catholic heritage', 
and that our further involve­
ment with the EEC might 
'hasten the day of divorce 
and (shock, horror) abor­
tion.' ’< Clearly, socialists 
should have nothing to do 
with this crap.

Because those opposing 
and those supporting the 
SEA all agree that Irish 
neutrality exists, very little 
that is worthwhile will be 
said during this debate. 
There will be little mention

of the occupation of the six 
counties by a NATO and 
EEC member - Britain. No 
mention of the fact that 
Ireland is dominated by 
Multinational companies 
who are tied more than any­
one else to the Western

defense systems etc., but 
also because of their 
ideological basis. NATO, 
after all, is Western Capital­
ism's defense system. We 
could hardly be neutral and 
part of the same capitalist 
club.

Peter Sullivan

Joe King

alliance, not just by virtue 
of their markets in many

On Sunday April 12th he
was detained at Liverpool
under the infamous Preven­
ion of Terrorism Act. The

video
current events in his

During his visit to Den­
mark some official in the
immigration service
covered' a 'technical irregular­
ity in his visa! He was de­
ported to France and told to
apply for a new one.

For the meetings in Britain
and Ireland his place was
taken by Roberto Torres,
secretary of the Paris-based
Group of Chilean Libertarian
Exiles. Roberto was stopped
on his way into Britain and
detained for two hours but
was then allowed to continue
his journey. He received a

at a thegreat response
meetings he addressed.

notes for his speech were
siezed along with a
about
homeland. After a couple of
hours he was told an exclu­
sion order had been granted
barring him from entering the
six counties.

No reason, either written
or verbal, was given for this
decision. He was not even
given a written copy of the
exclusion order but was
threatened with arrest on the
spot if he tried to continue to
Belfast.

WesternWh e most
governments pay lip-service
to the fight to bring down
Pinochet it is not because of
any real 'moral' or 'humam-

concern. They aretarian
afraid that the brutal re­
pression indulged in by his re­
gime will lead to the growth

movement ofof a mass
workers outside the control
of right wing 'democrats like

DemocraticChristianthe
party. The British state was
one of the first to supply the
Chilean junta with arms,
which is hardly the action of
policians genuinely opposed
to dictatorships.

On April 14th the planned
public meeting in Dublin was
turned into a protest at the
exclusion. After a brief talk
about what had happened
and the use of repressive legis­
lation in Britain and Ireland,
the meeting adjourned to the
British Airways office where
a picket was placed calling for
the scrapping of the PTA and
expressing solidarity with the
Chilean libertarians.

Chilean anarchist
held under PTA

"If you attempt to board
the boat you will be arrested
That was the message from
the Special Branch police at
Liverpool when a Chilean
anarchist tried to get on to
the Belfast boat. He had been
due to speak about resistance
to the Pinochet dictatorship
at public meetings in Belfast
and Dublin (where the meet­
ing was being organised by
the Workers Solidarity Move­
ment).

March and April had seen
a European speaking tour by

the NationalOscar Ortiz,
ChieanOrganiser of the

Libertarian Movement. Well
attended meetings in several
countries had heard him tell
of the growing opposition to
the regime. The MLE are
anarchists involved in the
illegal trade unions and street
protests.
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Spanish workers show how to fight.

IRELAND’S ANARCHIST PAPER
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there . . . the hard bit is get­
ting our hands on it.

responded with a wave of 
strikes that continue to rock 
the country. That's the first 
step. But secondly, as the 
Spanish workers have re­
alised, strikes have to be 
controlled by the rank and 
file and linked up for max­
imum unity and strength. If 
we do that, Charlie & Co. 
will find that money. It's

Hands up all those who 
want to pay £10 a day to be 
sick in hospital. Step for­
ward anyone who doesn't 
want a half-decent pay rise 
this year. Say 'Ay' if you're 
happy with the promised in­
crease in your dole. Jump in 
the air, shake your legs and 
shout 'I love Charlie' if 
you're over the moon about 
the attack after attack after 
attack that you've been sub­
jected to for God knows 
how long. Well, where are 
you? Now then, how much 
longer are we going to put 
up with it? The choice is 
simple. We can either fight 
or lie down.

The big question is how 
can things be turned round. 
The majority of union lead­
ers have accepted the myth 
that the country can't 
afford to pay. This is crap. 
Tony O'Reilly, Jeff Smurfit 
and the rest of them have 
never stopped flaunting 
their wealth in front of us. 
The profits just keep on 
rolling in, and yet John 
Carroll and the ICTU un­
believably ask only that 
they be consulted about 
where the cuts are going to 
be made. If we rely on them 
to lead the fightback, we'll

PAPER OF THE WORKERS SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT NO. 27

One more thing. Who 
wants to spend the rest of 
their life begging, scraping 
and fighting for just enough 
to keep us going in a miser­
able, oppressive, violent 
crazy society? There is an 
alternative.

be a long time waiting. At 
most, they'll sanction action 
only to remind Charlie 
they're around.

So it'll take militancy to 
gain anything, and the argu­
ment has to be taken up 
everywhere. Spanish work­
ers found themselves in 
exactly the same position 
earlier this year, and they
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It's never been easy for 
Gay people, but the attacks 
on them have been stepped 
up of late, with AIDS being 
used as a cover. How many 
more times does it have to 
be said that AIDS is not a 
'Gay disease'? Not that it 
would matter if it was. But 
once more for the record, 
AIDS is an illness which is 
spread through a variety of 
ways, though not as many 
as is still commonly thought 
and the victims are both 
heterosexual and homo­
sexual. In Africa, thousands 
of people have contracted 
the virus through hetero­
sexual sex, blood trans­
fusions, poor hospital hy­
giene and in a number of 
other ways.

That said, it's clear then 
that the real issue is the 
centuries old problem of 
prejudice, discrimination 
and attacks against Gays.

family. And the primary 
purpose of the family as we 
know it is to produce 
the next generation of 
workers, as well as to con­
dition them to accept the 
values of capitalist society. 
Of course, it's not quite as 
simple as that, and the 
question of the family's role 
in society is much more 
complex. Nevertheless, the 
prevalent attitude toward 
Gays can essentially be 
linked to the preservation of 
the family in it's present 
form.

On a day to day basis, 
the prejudice suffered by 
Gays is sustained by a 
barrage of abuse, jokes and 
violence, making it difficult, 
and often impossible for the 
estimated 1 in 10 people 
who are gay to reveal or 
even express their sexuality.

SCAPEGOATS

all of us fall into the cata- 
gory of 'minorities' of one 
sort or another, either some 
or all of the time. Which is 
one good reason why Gay 
men and Lesbian women 
have the absolute right to 
their own sexuality regard­
less of how many others 
share it. What possible diff­
erence should it make to 
anyone else?

LIBERATION

rights are being eroded and 
often ignored. We're living 
in a period of reaction as so 
graphically illustrated by 
the referendums on abor­
tion and divorce. So every­
one who despises prejudice 
against Gay people must 
challenge every jibe and 
attack directed against 
them. In the long term, the 
tide of reaction can be 
turned, but it'll require a 
fundamental challenge on

THE FAMILY

At root, there's a very 
simple explanation. Gay 
people fly in the face of the 
notion that sex is solely for 
procreation, which in itself 
undermines a cornerstone of 
capitalist society: the

On top of all this. Gays 
are forced to take their 
place alongside all the other 
scapegoats that exist to 
divert attention from the 
parasites who run society, 
so as to forge a common 
identity amongst the 
'majority'. Funny thing is,

Real progress towards 
Gay Liberation has been 
achieved during the past 
twenty years or so. Un­
fortunately, there's still a 
long way to go, and as with 
so many other reforms and 
gains that are achieved by 
pressure and struggle, Gay

the economic and ideolog­
ical underpinning of all 
prejudice and oppression, 
which ultimately means 
building a socialist society 
that will be free from such 
crap.

Dominic Carroll

CAPITALISM
♦ * * *

* * * * *

* * * * *
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TIME TO FIGHT BACK
take on the government in a 
forceful way. To them it 
was just an 'expression of 
support and confidence' 
they could use in bargaining. 
(A few crumbs more Min-

ONCE AGAIN public 
sector workers are being set 
up as scapegoats. That is 
what lies behind the govern­
ment's talk of a pay freeze. 
No provision has been made 
in the budget for wage in­
creases. This happened be­
fore. It doesn't mean that 
Charlie & Co. actually ex­
pect to get away with a 
total freeze. But it does 
mean that they do expect to 
pay very little.

They will allow a com­
promise which may well be 
less than the rate of infla­
tion. Over the next few 
months the newspapers, 
which are owned by people 
like multi-millionaire Tony 
O'Reilly, will start discover­
ing 'lazy, unproductive 
workers who are paid too 
much'. The intent of this 
media offensive will be to 
make any public sector 
worker who wants a decent 
rise look 'greedy and selfish' 
and 'undeserving of sup­
port'.

tax pool. The 26 county 
state probably does more 
than anywhere else to spoon 
feed and subsidise the rich. 
Tax on profits at 10% is the 
lowest in Europe. The take 
from Corporation Tax has 
been reduced by a quarter 
in just the last five years. If 
even the tax laws on the 
books right now were prop­
erly implemented it would 
yield more than enough to 
foot the bill for a proper 
rise. That is to say nothing 
of actuallly squeezing the 
wealthy.
FACT: Low pay and freezes 
do not create jobs. If they 
did plenty of jobs would 
have been created over the 
past decade. The opposite is 
true. The more public sector 
workers forgo increases, the 
less necessary the union is 
seen to be . . . the more 
union organisation is weak­
ened . . . and that makes it 
easier for the state to force 
throught job cuts.

ister, please). They absolute­
ly refused to go beyond 
token action. But that is no 
surprise. They are, afterall.

have to make common 
cause, as the five main ones 
in the health service have 
done to fight the cuts. But 
that is not enough. We can't 
trust our leaders. We also, 
and more importantly, need 
links at branch level.

On the basis of this we 
can more realistically push 
for an all-out strike for a 
decent cash rise. We will be 
able to say no to inadequate 
token action that only de-

paign. We have made sacrimiddlemen (and women)
professional negotiators and moralises, as in the tax cam-

More of this needed

WAGES FALL

FACT: Many of these
workers, such as clerks, 
typists and library assistants 
take home less than £100 a 
week. Over the past six 
years the buying power of 
wages has fallen by 10% 
(figure from ITGWU re­
search dept.). Public sector 
wages have fallen by even 
more, because of the mini­
freezes between pay rounds. 
FACT: The TDs talking 
drival about workers being 
'paid too much' draw large 
salaries; don't have to show 
up for work if they don't 
want to; often draw a pen­
sion while still working; 
double up as publicans, auc­
tioneers and company direc­
tors.

SPOON FED

FACT: Extra pay for the 
public sector does not have 
to be paid from the PAYE

RUBBISH

Let there be no talk of 
trusting in the 'left' TDs to 
stop the freeze. They may 
hold a formal balance of 
power but that is only if the 
three right wing parites are 
divided. They won't be on a 
question of screwing work­
ers.

Instead we need a cam­
paign of industrial action.

Most of the union leaders 
will argue that their mem­
bers are too timid and won't 
take action. Rubbish! That 
is what they said in October 
1985, the very day before 
over 90% of white collar % 
public service workers came 
out on the one-day strike 
against the last attempt to 
impose a freeze.

MIDDLEMEN

Unfortunately these 
leaders did not set such a 
massive display of anger and 
determination as a date to

who are not directly re­
sponsible to their members.

Not only did they refuse 
to fight but they tried to 
sabotage the unity created 
by the one-day strike. Each 
looked for a sectional offer 
at the expense of other 
groups of workers. The 
semi-state unions, in Tele­
corp, ESB, CIE, etc., didn't 
even join the strike.

ALL-OUT NEEDED

This time we need to 
build a feeling that all 
public sector workers have 
to fight together. Too much 
division and we can be 
picked off one group at a 
time. The sense of solidarity 
can be strengthened by 
things like taking up collec­
tions for workers on strike 
at the moment and by 
arguing that pickets be 
respected regardless of 
whether they are 'all-out', 
official or unofficial. At 
national level the unions

fices for too long and gained 
nothing for it except higher 
unemployment and lower 
wages. By all means use one- 
day stoppages to rebuild 
confidence but activists in 
the unions have to argue 
that, on their own, short 
stoppages are not enough.

Alan MacSimoin

Want
about
each
given
and readers are welcome to
attend.

DUBLIN
Details from Workers Solid­
arity sellers or from P.O

Box 1582, Dublin 8.

CORK
Every Thursday at 8pm in
he Quay Co-op, 24 Sull-
vans Quay.

WSM MEETINGS
findto more

the WSM? Part of
branch meeting is
over to a discussion
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GLASNOST AND PERESTROIKA: A NEW RUSSIAN DOUBLE ACT
Recently, the BBC World 

Service reported that two 
delegates to the Soviet 
Union's Communist Party's 
Youth Section had voted 
against the main resolution. 
Hardly earth shattering, yet 
supposedly an example of 
Glasnost' or openess. Much 

more serious was the 
announcement by the Hung- 

• arian government of their 
intention to sack ten thous­
and steel workers over the 
next two years. That's 
'Perestroika' or restructur- V
ing. Glasnost and Perestroi­
ka are the buzz words of the 
so-called 'Gorbachev revolu­
tion', which the Western 
media has interpreted as the 
beginning of the eventual 
return to capitalism in 
Eastern Europe.

STATE CAPITALISM

So what is Go.rtachev 
really up to? Well, to begin 
with, neither he not the 
Western media even under­
stand communism. The 
system operating in Eastern 
Europe was first established 
in Russia by the Bolshevik 
Party after the 1917 revolu­
tion. A combination of 
factors, including Russia's 
economic backwardness, in­
vasion by foreign armies, 
civil war and most. im­
portantly of all, the political 
practise of Lenin, Trotsky 
and the Bolsheviks gave rise 
to a system that can best be 
described as 'State Capital­
ism'. Private enterprise was 
eventually abolished, with 
all economic power be­
coming concentrated in the 
hands of the government. 
The influence and control 
that the workers had won < •
during the revolution was 
gradually eroded under 
Lenin and finally broken in 
the most brutal manner by 
Stalin.

The Party itself had be­
come the new ruling class,

and it's army of bureaucrats 
now made the decisions and 
awarded themselves priv­
ileges. This system of State 
Capitalism was introduced 
into Eastern Europe follow­
ing Russia's occupation of 
these countries after the 
second world war. The 
Communist Parties loyal to 
Stalin were installed in 
power.

contained economies is mis­
taken. Russia and it's sat­
ellite states not only trade 
on the world market, they 
also operate in the West's 
money markets and are 
heavily indebted to Western 
banks. All this trade is done 
in dollars, so in order to get 
more of them, Russia and 
its allies have to improve 
their competitiveness. But 

From Pravada:

Free thought and a free country, of course. .. but free labour?!

As in Russia, the prin­
ciples of capitalism have 
been maintained and 
strengthened. Production is 
not decided on the basis of 
needs, but according to bur­
eaucratic plans geared to­
wards profit. Two classes 
exist, and those running 
things ensure the status quo 
with repressive police 
forces.

CRISIS

So why has Gorbachev 
embarked on his 'reform' 
crusade? Essentially, it all 
comes down to the simple 
fact that since the Eastern 
Block is an integral part of 
the world capitalist system, 
it's been hit by the recession 
just as hard as everywhere 
else.

The notion that the War­
saw Pact consists of self 

before they can do that, 
they have to increase their 
productivity at home, and 
therin lies the problem.

The monumental bur­
eaucratic machines which 
govern production have 
caused havoc and stagnation 
in their economies. And in 
countries laden heavy with

Gorbachev—

shaking up the bureaucrats

repression and inertia, the 
workers have usually re­
sponded with an apathetic 
approach to work. So Gor­
bachev first launched 
Glasnost to shake up the 
bureaucrats. Suddenly, the 
Russian papers were filled 
with stories and complaints 
about their mistakes and be­
haviour, though not about 
Gorbachev of course! But to 
show they meant business, 
the government encouraged 
criticism of previous regimes 
so as to really create the im­
pression of something new 
happening. Even a film 
depicting Stalin as the 
monster he was made it past 
the censors!

PERESTROIKA
Once everyone were 

publicly agreed that Russia 
was in a real bad way, Gor­
bachev unveiled stage two 
of his plan, 'Perestroika'. 
And so now moves are 
underway to reorganise pro­
duction along Western lines. 
A/ages are being more firmly 
linked to what a worker 
produces and firms are even 
encouraged to make extra 
'profits' that they can 
plough back into their own 
enterprise.

Stage three of the Gor­
bachev revolution is his plan 
to force the changes on the 
other Warsaw Pact countries 
But this won't be straight­
forward. For instance, 
Hungary already has 'struct­
ural unemployment' which 
even Russia hasn't managed 
to introduce yet. But the 
nervous Budapest regime is 
resisting the new openess of 
criticism for the very good 
reason that it only came to 
power after the bloody 
crushing of the 1956 revol­
ution. Czechoslavakia is also 
being pressed by Gorbachev, 
but like their counterparts 
in Hungary, the Czech 
government was installed by 
Russian tanks in 1968 
when a previous liberlisation

Europe. It's quite simply

Dominic Carroll

When East European workers shook the system
HUNGARYEAST GERMANY

Russian tanks roll in.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Mike Tierney.

wave of strikes. The 
was the same as in 
but with one differ- 
small scale organis- 
and agitation against

On Tuesday 23 October 
1956 a spontaneous mass 
revolt began which matched 
the might of the Soviet 
army against the Hungarian 
working class. A demon­
stration of solidarty with 
the Polish working class 
turned overnight into a 

was deemed to 
too far. The 
are deeply un­
afraid to rock

improvements 
right to form 

councils. These

was dissatisfact 
considerable num- 
the working class, 
the growing dom- 
of the Moscow

they won a number of 
economic
and the 
workers 
gains were later taken back 
as the new regime under 
Gomulka consolidated its 
position.

The winter of 1970/71 
saw more widespread unrest 
caused by the same issues as 
the 1956 revolt - wages, 
prices and production. The 
seaboard industrial centres 
erupted in a series of strikes 
and riots. Some gains were 
made but these were lost 
again in the resulting re­
pression.

An attempt in June 1976 
to introduce large food 
price increases lead to an in­
stant
result
1971
ence,
ation 
the state began among the 
workers.

This prepared the ground 
for the struggles of 1980 
which saw over 10 million 
workers on the streets in the 
most powerful workers 
movement in Europe since 
the war. In December 1981 
a military coup crushed the 
movement but the spirit of 
Solidarity lives on.

In the 1950s the German 
Democratic Republic was in 
dire economic difficulties. 
There
amond
bers of 
against
inance 
oriented elements of the 
ruling Socialist Unity Party 
and against the rigours of 
Stalinist orthodoxy. Matters 
came to a head after Stalins 
death.

A new economic pro­
gramme was introduced 
under Moscow's supervision 
which made concessions to 
the farmers and the middle 
class but failed to rescind 
the recently increased in­
dustrial work norms. On the 
16th, 17th, 18th and 19th 
of June 1953, 300,000 in­
dustrial workers struck, first 
against the work norms but 
then increasingly against the 
regime itself.

The '17 June Movement' 
was the first mass working 
class uprising against Stalin­
ism. Although the move­
ment was quickly stamped 
out by Russian tanks and 
large scale purges and 
arrests, it was successful in 
getting the sought after con­
cessions.

to make them pay 
crisis, but in the 

analysis,

attempt
for the
final analysis, it'll take 
much more than a 'restruct­
uring' of State Capitalism to 
balance the books.

In the meantime, it's 
almost inevitable that even 
though independant union 
organisation doesn't exist in 
these countries, workers will 
begin to fight back. And it's 
possible that the instability 
and confusion created by 
the Gorbachev reform pro­
gramme will unintentionally 
create openings for workers 
to organise an effective

Henge to the regimes.

revolution 
the very 

of Soviet

ance. Illegal strikes have 
occured in Hungary, 
Romania and Poland. Yugo­
slavia is no longer in the 
Warsaw Pact but operates 
the same economic system. 
When the government re­
cently cut wages by as much 
as fifty percent, a strike 
wave swept the country and 
the army was put on stand­
by.

So Glasnost and Pere­
stroika are yet more bad 
news for the working class 
in Russia and Eastern

rule was the best. By 1962 
however, the country was 
economically, socially, pol­
itically and culturally stag­
nant. CPC members began 
to seek reforms.

By 1968 a mass reform 
movement existed with in­
tellectuals and reforming 
communists at the head. 
The Czechoslovakian people 
were convinced a new, open 
more democratic society 
was about to be handed to 
them by these leaders. Al­
though reforms would have 
been made, it is question­
able just how wideranging 
these would have been. One 
set of rulers was merely in 
the process of replacing an­
other. We will never know 
now however, because on 
August 20 1 968 Warsaw 
Pacttroops invaded to re­
store Moscow rule. The 
country was thrown back 
into its pre-1962 state.

POLAND
The formation in 1980 

of the free Polish trade 
union Solidarnosc was the 
culmination of many years 
militant struggle by Polish 
workers.

In 1956 it was Polish 
workers who set in motion 
the process vriiich brought a 
new, temporarily reforming, 
regime to power. From this

After the uprisings of 
1956 in Hungary and 
Poland the Communist 
Party of Czechosovakia felt 
reasurred that Stalinist type

Just under two weeks 
later the revolution was 
smashed with 30 to 50,000 
people dead and mass re­
pression underway. Still the 
spirit of the Hungarian 
workers was not destroyed - 
they had tasted freedom - 
and industrial action and 
demonstration continued 
well into 1957.

nation wide
which shook
foundations
power. Workers controlled 
the factories and fought to 
defend and further their 
gains on the streets.

programme
have gone
Czech rulers 
popular and 
the boat.

Nevertheless, all
Eastern European countries 
face major economic diff­
iculties. They're all up to 
their eyeballs in debt to 
Western banks who are 
urging cutbacks in govern­
ment spending. But the 
most recent attempts to in­
crease prices and lower 
wages have met with resist-
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JOIN THE WSM
The world's wealth is produced by us — the working 
class. We ought to enjoy its benefits.

The Workers Solidarity Movement is an anarchist 
organisation that fights for a 32 county Workers 
Republic.

We stand for a socialism that is based on freedom 
and real democracy, a society based on workplace 
and community councils.

This kind of socialism has nothing to do with 
the state capitalism that is practiced in Russia, Cuba 
and other police states.

We oppose coercive authority, and hold that 
the only limit on the freedom of the individual 
should be that they don't encroach on the freedom 
of others.
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As part of our fight for anarchism we are involved 
in the struggles for higher wages, for trade union 
democracy, for womens' rights, for jobs.

We oppose all divisions in the working class. 
We fight against all attempts to set Protestant against 
Catholic, men against women, skilled against un­
skilled, old against young, hetrosexual against homo­
sexual.

We are opposed to the British state's presence 
and to partition. We defend peoples' right to fight 
back. But we are not nationalists, we do not want 
to merely get rid of the border. We want to unite 
our class and create a totally new Ireland.
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Kinnock facina defeat

Is Thatcher about to wipe the smile off Kinnock's face?

THE BRITISH Labour 
Party doesn't look like 
being able to win the not 
too distant General Elec­
tion. To many people it 
seems unbelievable that Mrs 
Thatcher will get a third 
term in office even though 
the Conservative Party has 
never had the reputation of 
serving working class in­
terests. The Labour Party 
on the other hand, are 
supposedly the represent­
atives of the working class, 
with their roots in the Trade 
Unions, yet they have failed 
to be elected when in com­
petition with Thatcher and 
are doomed to failure again.

The problem with the 
Labour Party is it's politics, 
or rather, it's lack of them. 
However right wing Mrs 
Thatcher and her Tory 
views, at least she sticks to 
them! Not so with Labour. 
The Labour Party has con­
sistently been moving to the 
right and in doing so has 
confused many of it's tradi­
tional supporters. It has 
abandoned it's unilateralist 
disarmament stance and 
shifted to that of multi- 
lateralist, thereby succumb­

ing to the belief that Cruise 
missiles are necessary to 
maintain Britain's defence. 
Proposed cuts in nuclear 
arms spending would only 
be matched by increases in 
traditional military
methods. The money saved 
from contributing to Global 
destruction would not go 
towards something the 
working class could use like 
housing, education or health 
- care, but still, it would 
shorten the dole queues - by 
making everyone a soldier!

Internal wranglings 
within the Party have done 
much to strengthen the 
Tories criticisms of Labour. 
The rows about the black 
sections are one example. 
Labour supports immigra­
tion controls. The racist 
views held by the majority 
of the British population are 
reflected in the Labour 
Party. At a time when pre­
judice and violence against 
blacks is rampant, a social­
ist party should be challeng­
ing these views, but clearly 
the Labour Party does not 
see this as a priority. More 
important for them is that 
they would lose even more 
votes if they openly attack-

ed the racism of the voters.
Neil Kinnocks own views 

that lining up with gaysand 
Lesbians is doing the Party's 
electoral chances some harm

but instead of fighting these 
ideas and attitudes by 
making sure that these 
issues get as much attention 
as the economic aspects, 
Labour avoids presenting 
the questions.

In a period of great hard­
ship for the majority of the 
working class, the Labour 
party has sold out to right 
wing hysteria. It does not 
provide an alternative and 
can by no means be describ­
ed as Socialist.

Most of the votes it'll re­
ceive in the forthcoming 
election will be cast for 
politics not much different 
than those of the SDP/Lib- 
eral alliance. Hardly a step 
forward for socialism!

Eileen O'Carroll

ANARCHIST
BOOK SERVICE

Books and pamphlets on anarchism, socialism, labour 
hundreds of radical titles. For ahistory, Ireland, women

free list send a 22p stamp along with- your name an

DUBLIN PICKET

FAINTED

have recently been revealed 
to the press. This is quite 
true given the state of Brit­
ish society at the moment,

(ATGWU) and voted to strike 
for safe working conditions, 
an hourly rate of £2.50 and 
union recognition. They have 
been on strike since then. The 
bosses only response was to 
sack them and bring in scabs.

The workers' financial loss 
has been severe. Two have 
lost their houses. However 
they are determined to stick 
it out and make the boss give 
in.

Laura Ashley shops in Ger­
many, France, Britain and the 
USA have been picketted by 
anarchists at the request of 
the strikers. In Dublin the 
WSM demonstrated outside 
the shop on Easter Saturday. 
Pressure on Laura Ashley, 
Ardbride's biggest customer, 
is making them put pressure 
on Ardbride. They are threat­
ening to end their contract if 
there is no settlement.

Laura Ashley shops are 
strictly for the rich. You can 
pay a couple of hundred 
pounds for an off-the-peg 
summer dress. The atmos­
phere is relaxed and affluent.

Its a different story at 
Ardbride Products in Scot­
land where women machinists 
earning little over £40 a week 
turn out 'handmade' lamp­
shades which Laura Ashley 
sell for between £15 and £80 
each. '

They have fainted due to 
glue fumes. The extractor 
fans don't work. There are no 
safety guards on machines. 
Dust levels are twelve times 
the legally permitted limit. 
The top wages in this hell 
hole are only £1.70 an hour.

Last September the 
workers joined the Transport 
& General Workers Union

taura M™®’-
Made in a sweatshop




