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RESISTANCE

NO WAR BUT THE CLASS WAR!

are two of the foundations of anarchism. As

such we can have only one position on the
threatened Middle East War—a plague on both
their Houses!

War is the enemy of the working class, as
much as the ruling classes who use it to serve
their ends. It 1s used, along with its bastard
sibling, nationalism, to fool people into
thinking they have something in common with
the parasites who lord it over them, rather than
with the workers of other countries, who suffer
their own parasites.

We are not waiting for Saddam Hussein to
give Bush and Thatcher a ‘bloody nose’. We
have a much better message for the Iraqi
workers—your enemy 1s at home. The best
thing we can do in this situation is to fight ‘our’
ruling class with renewed vigour. We must do
our utmost to prevent this episode being another
carnival of reaction, as the Falklands/Malvinas
War was. This means carrying on the fight
against the Poll Tax, supporting workers fig-
hting back, and particularly the Offshore In-
dustry Liaison Committee, because this War is
only threatened because of oil. The OILC has a
chance to make some great advances, both in

INTERNATIONALISM and anti-militarism

SRR | MR
VICTORY TO RUSSIAN

SYNDICALISTS

Soviet Union remain. However, the case

of Victor Kassatkin illustrates how these
can be overcome. Victor Kassatkin is a member
of the SMOT (Free General Workers’ Union).
Union).

On 5th August 1990, Victor Kassatkin was
dismissed from his job, deprived of his
apartment and his ration card, for having or-
ganised an independent syndicate in the Tosno
railway depot in Leningrad. As a mark of pro-
test, Victor Kassatkin started a hunger strike.
The SMOT turned to the international labour
movement and independent organisations to ask
for support for the independent railway workers
syndicate at the Tosno depot, and for its
founder, Victor Kassatkin.

After an appeal for letters and telegrams of
protest to the authorities, Kassatkin won all of
his demands. He has regained his job,
apartment and ration card, and called off his
hunger strike.

The SMOT information agency in Paris said

THE DIFFICULTIES of organising in the

Members and sympathisers of the SMOT protesting in Leningrad

terms and conditions and in organizing a pre-
viously unorganized section of our class. This
deserves our strongest support.

We reject the ludicrous idea of ‘revolutionary
defeatism’ as applied by British marxists. We
do not expect the Iraqi working class to sacri-
fice itself in the trenches so that our bosses are
given a proverbial ‘bloody nose’. True, we
would like to see Thatcher, Bush and all the rest
of them suffer, but that won’t be achieved mili-
tarily. We’d like to remind the Marxists that the
power to change society lies with the working
class, not with the army of another ruling class.
Militarism has always been opposed by anar-
chists, and it always will be.

Saddam Hussein 1s a murderous butcher. We
will not defend him, simply because some
people, who have lost their way politically, are
naive enough to think ‘my enemy’s enemy 1s
my friend’. If Saddam goes, there will just be
another tinpot despot to replace him. Only the
Iraqi working class is capable of getting rid of
dictatorship. We can only urge them and the
working class of all countries to act, not as
cannon fodder, but as revolutionaries, shaping
their own destiny, and to make history.

that pressure from the international anarchist
movement certainly played a part in SMOT"s
victory. SMOT urgently need material to aid
them in their struggle. Particularly useful is
paper and photocopier toner (Rank Xerox 310
Type H Toner—which is unobtainable in the
U.S.S.R.). Other items of stationery and ex-
change of publications are also welcome.

Daily repression continues of anarchists and

syndicalists in the U.S.S.R. It frequently takes
the form of activists being arrested, held for a
few days, released, then re-arrested. This has
happened to a leader of an independent union in
Leningrad. Petrov, of the LPOAT (Leningrad
Bus and Transport Union) was arrested on 26th
September. There are no more details as we go
to press, we’ll bring you an update in the next
ISSue.
Contact:  SMOT  Information  Agency,
Alexander Tchukaev, c/o Librairie de Monde
Libertaire, 145, rue Amelot, 75011 Paris,
France.

P ol

Eric Drooker

GOQ BLESS AMeRICA GOD BLESS THE RICH GOU 81eSS THe MiNimum WX

NO POLL TA

~ MIDDLE EAST — SEE PAGE 4 ~

SUPPORT THE TRAFALGAR
SQUARE DEFENDANTS
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Il OCTOBER 20TH
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