
INTERNATIONALISM and anti-militarism 
are two of the foundations of anarchism. As 
such we can have only one position on the 
threatened Middle East War—a plague on both 

their Houses!
War is the enemy of the working class, as 

much as the ruling classes who use it to serve 
their ends. It is used, along with its bastard 
sibling, nationalism, to fool people into 
thinking they have something in common with 
the parasites who lord it over them, rather than 
with the workers of other countries, who suffer 
their own parasites.

We are not waiting for Saddam Hussein to 
give Bush and Thatcher a ‘bloody nose’. We 
have a much better message for the Iraqi 
workers—your enemy is at home. The best 
thing we can do in this situation is to fight ‘our’ 
ruling class with renewed vigour. We must do 
our utmost to prevent this episode being another 
carnival of reaction, as the Falklands/Malvinas 
War was. This means carrying on the fight 
against the Poll Tax, supporting workers fig­
hting back, and particularly the Offshore In­
dustry Liaison Committee, because this War is 
only threatened because of oil. The OILC has a 
chance to make some great advances, both in

terms and conditions and in organizing a pre­
viously unorganized section of our class. This
deserves our strongest support.

We reject the ludicrous idea of ‘revolutionary
defeatism’ as applied by British marxists. We 
do not expect the Iraqi working class to sacri­
fice itself in the trenches so that our MJsses are
given a proverbial ‘bloody nose’. True, we 
would like to see Thatcher, Bush and all the rest
of them suffer, but that won’t be achieved mili­
tarily. We’d like to remind the Marxists that the 
power to change society lies with the working 
class, not with the army of another ruling class. 
Militarism has always been opposed by anar­
chists, and it always will be.

Saddam Hussein is a murderous butcher. We 
will not defend him, simply because some 
people, who have lost their way politically, are 
naive enough to think ‘my enemy’s enemy is 
my friend’. If Saddam goes, there will just be 
another tinpot despot to replace him. Only the 
Iraqi working class is capable of getting rid of 
dictatorship. We can only urge them and the 
working class of all countries to act, not as 
cannon fodder, but as revolutionaries, shaping 
their own destiny, and to make history.
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* MIDDLE EAST — SEE PAGE 4 ~

VICTORY TO RUSSIAN
SYNDICALISTS

THE DIFFICULTIES of organising in the
Soviet Union remain. However, the case 
of Victor Kassatkin illustrates how these 

can be overcome. Victor Kassatkin is a member 
of the SMOT (Free General Workers’ Union). 
Union).

On 5th August 1990, Victor Kassatkin was 
dismissed from his job, deprived of his 
apartment and his ration card, for having or­
ganised an independent syndicate in the Tosno 
railway depot in Leningrad. As a mark of pro­
test, Victor Kassatkin started a hunger strike. 
The SMOT turned to the international labour 
movement and independent organisations to ask 
for support for the independent railway workers 
syndicate at the Tosno depot, and for its 
founder, Victor Kassatkin.

After an appeal for letters and telegrams of 
protest to the authorities, Kassatkin won all of 
his demands. He has regained his job, 
apartment and ration card, and called off his 
hunger strike.

The SMOT information agency in Paris said

that pressure from the international anarchist 
movement certainly played a part in SMOT’s 
victory. SMOT urgently need material to aid 
them in their struggle. Particularly useful is 
paper and photocopier toner (Rank Xerox 310 
Type H Toner—which is unobtainable in the 
U.S.S.R.). Other items of stationery and ex­
change of publications are also welcome.

Daily repression continues of anarchists and 
syndicalists in the U.S.S.R. It frequently takes 
the form of activists being arrested, held for a 
few days, released, then re-arrested. This has 
happened to a leader of an independent union in
Leningrad. Petrov, of the LPOAT (Leningrad 
Bus and Transport Union) was arrested on 26th
September. There are no more details as we go
to press, we’ll bring you an update in the next
issue.
Contact: SMOT Information Agency,
Alexander Tchukaev, c/o Librairie de Monde 
Libertaire, 145, rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, 
France.

Members and sympathisers of the SMOT protesting in Leningrad
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Organised by the Trafalgar Square Defendant's Campaign, c/o Haldane Society, 
205 Panther House, 38 Mount Pleasant. London WC1X OAP Tel 071-833-8958
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HOME NEWS

THE FIRST FLUSH of magistrate court 
cases has now died down to a trickle and 
the campaign is now preparing for the 
major show trials of those on riot charges. The 

first wave of cases has shown us what to expect 
from those who sit in judgement. Although the 
rate of conviction (about 70%) is an impro­
vement on the usual rate of conviction from 
magistrates courts (95%), severity of sen­
tencing is unprecented. A common charge such 
as ‘Threatening behaviour or language’ (Sec­
tion 4 Public Order Act) normally carries a pen­
alty of a fine or a bind-over for first offences, 
Trafalgar Square defendants have been re­
ceiving 21 or 28 day prison sentences in nearly 
all cases. This informal sentencing policy is 
being carried out by a small group of stip­
endiary magistrates (professional magistrates at 
the top of the hierarchy who are allowed to act 
as judge and jury on their own, answerable to 
no one). They have volunteered to try these 
cases and have admitted, off the record to sol­
icitors and court clerks, that they view anyone 
arrested on the day or after as guilty for being 
there.

Now many of the cases coming up are crown 
court trials where the police will have to spin 
their lies to the more unfamiliar and potentially 
sceptical audience of a jury. Up until now many 
of the police have shown nervousness over 
appearing before a jury. There have been many 
cases where charges have been dropped down 
to ensure a safe magistrates trial. So it is impor­
tant for the State to create an atmosphere that 
will allow convictions to be hurried through re­
gardless of the actual evidence. The Campaign 
sees a need, now more than ever, to publicise 
the truth about the police attack on the demo­
nstration in order to stop the frame ups.

Recently a lot of the TSDC’s activity has 
gone into sorting out the march on 20 Sep­
tember. Originally there was to be no march or­
ganised, so the Campaign proposed to hold one 
in conjunction with the London Federation. 
Two months of heavy wrangling later and the 
details are sorted.

Finally the following prisoners would app­
reciate your support:
Robert Robinson, a.k.a. Simon O’Reilly,

RA0741, (important to write both names on the 
envelope) HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle of 
Wight.
Chris Sawyer, MT3920, HMP Pentonville, 
Caledonian Rd, London N7 8TT.
Paul Jacob, RA0771, HMP Brixton, Jebb Lane, 
Brixton, London, SW2

Guiness is good for you 
—but even better for them

THE FORTUNES made by the Guinness 
family over two centuries brought them 
fame and power. An enormous tribe of 
Tory statesmen have thrived on the heady stuff 

brewed by the Liffey. They have been the back­
bone of Irish Protestant gentleman ascendancy 
and English right wing pressure grouping, lav­
ishly contributing to political slush funds. Re­
lating to their strategic charities, the late 
Brendan Behan was once reminded crossly of 
all the Guinness family had done for the poor 
people of Dublin—to which he replied it was 
nothing compared to what the poor people of 
Dublin had done for the Guinness family.

The huge brewery in Dublin, held on a 
peppercorn lease, ran a rigid caste system based 
on religion (Church of Ireland management, 
Presbyterian foremen and Catholic labourers) 
and national independence has never quite 
broken the mould. In Ireland Guinness is the 
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financial mainstay of the Episcopalians, in En­
gland one of the mainstays of the Conservative 
Party. This in itself is an indication of great 
wealth going with great power and also of greed 
going for more power, more wealth, remote 
branches of the family being rewarded with 
place, position, fame in their chosen prof-.
essions, and always more money.

They have no need to go out stealing and of 
course they never do: they employ financial 
managers to increase their riches. They hired 
Ernest Saunders to take over the management of 
the company. Nothing to do with brewing beer, 
his role was to increase profits with takeovers, 
use the acumen of someone outside the com­
pany caste system and outside the Es­
tablishment to further glorify the wealth of the 
family.

If the Guinness family had been down and out 
they might have been tempted to hire a hitman 
to go out and waylay passers by. They had no 
such excuse, but they didn’t need one. 
Saunders—in company with millionaire Sir

Gerald Ronson and Anthony Parnes, City 
slickers acting with New York crook Ivan 
Boesky—used the Guinness base to launch a 
day light raid that netted so many millions of 
pounds that even the go-betweens got an odd 
million for their services.

There is a thin dividing line between the 
roguery of normal City operations and that of 
fraud and they passed it so flagrantly that the 
court felt obliged to pass minor prison sen­
tences (to be served in open prisons with little 
chance of failing to get remission in a short 
period). The press bewail, or in some cases re­
lish, the shame and disgrace brought on these 
gentlemen. But the law had no choice. If City of 
London trading is to be preserved there has to 
be some deterrent to swindling or no one would 
have faith in the institution. So off to a modified 
punishment they must go, at any rate until the 
fuss dies down.

It is not a question of ‘Well done, thou go 1

and faithful servant’, so far as the Family are 
concerned. The Guinness dynasty have greatly 
increased their profits as as result of the 
dealings for which their servant is led off with 
his fellow-crooks while the worthy Guinness 
tribe tut-tut and remain intact in their ivory 
castle of political power built on booze.

Should anybody mention either nat­
ionalisation or its alternative workers control, 
nobody will be louder than the Guinness family 
and their sycophants in political and religious 
rhetoric of the immorality of taking over their 
inherited wealth. While there is no immediate 
likelihood of either, they will look on taking 
over companies as part of free enterprise. So 
long as someone else is in the firing line.

Another English aristocrat and absentee land­
lord once wrote to his impoverished Irish ten­
ants, ‘You little know my temper if you seek to 
frighten me by shooting my bailiff. Or, in this 
case, by sending my manager to jail.

Football Fans Framed
OLLOWING THE Italian victory in the 
game against Uruguay in the World Cup, 
police arrested and deported 246 people 

(including some ordinary holidaymakers), all of
whom were English.

After an incident outside a pub, riot police 
charged into the bar armed with truncheons, 
clubs, oars and lumps of wood. Tear gas was 
discharged inside the bar, and people inside 
were beaten and arrested as they tried to escape. 
There then began mass roundups of anyone En­
glish in Rimini. Once arrested, the men were 
held for 17 hours in what one described as a
’filthy bus garage’. The police deliberately 
played games with them, including telling them 
that Mrs.Thatcher was going to visit them 
(that’s definitely torture!). They were forced to 
sign deportation documents in which they 
admitted to being drunk and smashing up the 
town. Those who didn’t were beaten, and the
•It

1 lice signed for them. They weren’t even
allowed to go to the toilet alone.

A large number of questions remain un­
answered from this incident, such as why ex­
actly the same number of fans were arrested as 
there were seats on the plane? Or why the plane 
had been booked four days before the supposed 
riot happened? Or why the Italian authorities 
told the FSA ‘Embassy’ (set up to ensure an 
adequate supply of information for fans in Italy, 
given the official lackadaisical attitudes) that all 
the hotels in Bologna (where England’s next 
match was) were booked, why not try Rimini? 
All these circumstances point to a deliberate 
conspiracy by the Italian authorities to make 
sure English fans lived up to the media hype.

This was presumably done with the collusion of 
the British state, as senior policemen and Mini­
stry of Sport officials were present in Italy. 
The Football Supporters Association (FSA) has 
set up the Rimini Defence Fund. The Fund is to 
enable those who were deported to clear their 
names by appealing, and lawyers have es­
timated that it will cost at least $15000 just to 
lodge the appeals.

Even the laughable Moynihan has admitted 
that the large number of people involved in the 
expulsions is an ‘unreliable indicator of the ex­
tent of the disorder’. Unsurprisingly, the Gov­
ernment is refusing to back the case—perhaps 
they are embarrassed by it, or maybe it’s just 
pure spite.

The campaign will be conducted through the 
vast network of independent football fanzines 
all over the country. However, anyone wishing 
to get in touch with the FSA direct should write 
to them at: PO Box 11, Liverpool, L26 IX.

Oil Strike
IN JULY 1989 a series of lightning strikes 

took place across the North Sea oilfields.

They occured on the anniversary of the 
worst disaster to have taken place extracting oil 
from this inhospitable enviroment. On July 6 
1988 a series of explosions ripped through the 
Piper Alpha platform claiming the lives of 167 
offshore workers. The disaster touched all those 
working on the platforms and was one of the 
motivations for those organising the 
strikes—the Offshore Industry Liason Com­
mittee (OILC).

Six hundred workers have lost their lives in 
the last 25 years in the North Sea and despite 
the Cullen enquiry following Piper Alpha, 
safety conditions have continued to fall. Mean­
while to maximise profits from the expensive 
North Sea fields, workers were labouring 15 
hour days, 3 weeks on, 1 week off. The 7 Trade 
Unions operating in the industry were pow­
erless against the multi-national oil giants and 
less than 10% of the 20,000 workers were uni­
onised. Faced with this desperate situation, the 
shop stewards committee of the Tern hook-up 
realised from their own experiances that what 
was needed was a rank and file, cross union or- 
gaisation, dedicated to taking direct action to 
improve safety conditions in the Nort Sea. And 
so the OILC was bom.The OILC expanded to other platforms re­
cruiting support, particularly amongst the 80%
of offshore workers not directly employed by
the oil companies, but those in construction, en­
gineering and catering employed by contra­
ctors. Following the actions of July last year, in 
Jauary the OILC gave notice that they would be 
taking furter action over safety. In August, 7 
more offshore workers were killed—6 in a heli-

O/7 strikers march from Mitchell Theatre to 
BP headquarters.

copter crash—sparking a series of 24 hour 
strikes involving up to 8000 workers. To pre­
vent the strikers being flown back to shore, 
1500 staged a 24 day sit-in on eight platforms. 
A war of nerves commenced with the managers 
threatening to bring in the Special Boat Service 
and the RAF (!), while the strikers occupied the 
gangways between accomodation and main 
platforms to prevent them being towed away. 
Following a court judgement, the strikers were 
forced to leave the platforms.

Subsequently 1500 were sacked and 3000 
suspended and foreign workers said to be paid 
as little as £8 a day brought in. But the actions 
spread onshore with construction and en­
gineering workers coming out in support. Even 
construction workers for Trident downed tools.

The oil companies and contractors have now 
given wage rises, but have not moved on the 
crucial demands over safety and union re­
cognition. The OILC called a moratorium on 
actions to allow as many workers as possible 
return to the North Sea. With the widespread 
‘blacklisting’ in the industry, however, those 
involved in the action know that it is all or 
nothing. Unless they win the fight for re­
instatement and for a Continental Shelf agree­
ment giving Trade Union protection, regularly 
negotiated wages and conditions and the right to 
sit in on safety committees, it is unlikely they 
will go offshore again.

The OILC has shamed the ‘official’ Trade 
Union movement. It has taken on some of the 
biggest corporations in the world head on is for­
cing them back. They knew instinctively that a 
union is built on the solidarity of fellow worers, 
not on an affiliation to the TUC. As workers in 
the industry they thought more of the well being 
of the workmates than the threat of un­
employment, while the ‘official’ Trade Unions 
cowed by the threat of sequestration of their 
precious bank balances from which the bur­
eaucrats draw their wages, could do nothing. 
They have shown the effectiveness of the old 
syndicalist principles of one industry, one union 
and direct action. We can only hope that their 
example will act as an inspiration to others.

Source: Tony G. .Direct Action

Messages of support, donations and copies of 
their paper Blow Out : OILC, 52 Guild St, 
Aberdeen, AB1 2NB.




