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editorial

Another year, another Black Flag. After a well attended meeting at the Anarchist Bookfair last
year Black Flag has finally recruited some new blood into the collective. More is needed, but at
least we haven’t folded, which was looking pretty likely at the time. We hope now that we can
move towards more frequent offerings than the annual scamble for the bookfair.

This issue concentrates on the ‘State of our Movement’. Where have we been, where are we
now and how can we move forward. Tensions between the need to organise and base our political
activity in our local communities and in our workplaces and the need to organise and show our
face nationally and globally are touched upon. Indeed the G8 protests in Gleneagles caused
furious debate on our editorial list and the next issue will look at the politics of this and the other
high profile international summit protests.

As part of the examination of the state of our movement, Nick Heath'’s article on page 12
touches on the need to rethink the anarchist media in this country. He questions whether the
British Anarchist Movement needs three glossies. We’d like to know what you think. How can we
make sure that we aren’t putting effort into dupilcation and irrelevance.

Two events have eclipsed the G8 protests just as we go to press. The awarding of the Olympic
Games to London and the London Bombings and ongoing terror alerts. The Olympic bid was a
blow but hardly surprising. Olympic Committee President - and Nazi Sympathizer - Avery
Brundage once said famously, “The cardinal rule of the Olympics is no politics,” which is like
saying the cardinal rule of boxing is no punching. The French government has been a thorn in
the side of the US’s imperial objectives and France are paying the price whils the US’s favorite

poodle gets the gold.

But this is not only a question of French humiliation on an international stage. This is about
the kind of National Security apparatus that the Olympics require in the post 9/11 world, and
which country would have been more likely accommodate what amounts to temporarily martial
law. In the wake of the bombings in London on *7th July, the state’s adoption of detention without
trial and the ‘new’ ‘shoot to kill’ policy horrifyingly played out on a London tube train on 22nd
July, London is certainly game. Repression of local dissent and the poor has been a feature of
every Olympics, from Hitler’s cleansing of Berlin in 1936 to the 1968 slaughter of hundreds of
students in Mexico City, to the thousands of African-American homeless men illegally jailed in

Atlanta.

We have our work cut out for us.
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Below is a statement put out
by Libcom.org in response to
the London Bombings on
Thursday 7th July.

"As social anarchists and
libertarian communists, we at
libcom.org deplore the horrific
attacks on innocent people this
morning in London. We
express our deepest sympathy
to anyone affected by the
blasts. We condemn the use of
violence against ordinary
people and the perpetrators of
the bombings whether they be
[slamists or anyone else.

Terrorist actions are
completely at odds with any
struggle for a freer, fairer
society and never help
oppressed people in any part
of the globe. Instead violence
against civilians is a tool of

as brutal as the ones they
profess to oppose.

The British Government, by
sending British soldiers to kill
and die in Iraq and
Afghanistan has made all of us
a target for terrorists in their
pursuit of increased profit and
power at the expense of
ordinary working people.

We stand for a world in
which human solidarity and
co-operation replace the quest
for profit as society's driving
force, and stand in solidarity
with all people fighting
exploitation and oppression in

all its form, from opponents to

the occupation of Iraq here to

those in Iraq who are opposing

both the occupying forces and
the ultra-reactionary Islamists
that the Occupation helps
strengthen.

Our thoughts today are with

the victims of this atrocity, and

their loved ones."

Supported by -

Class War Federation, Colchester

Solidarity Group, Anarchist Federation,

International of Anarchist Federations,
[AF-1FA Secretariat, West Midlands
Anarchists, Burnley Voice, Ipswich

Anarchists, Norwich Anarchists,

Freedom Newspaper, Preston Solidarity

Federation, South London Solidarity
Federation’ Red Party, Organise!

I_ﬂ“don Bombi"gs The GB was like the United Nations of

- every British force. And like UN
: peacekeepers, this was an imposed
: force that everyone, locals and

- protesters alike, could have done
. Without.

The G8 Legal Support Group

. provides a vivid picture of the
repression we faced in the

: statement to follow, but more
important is the way in which

: the policing was undermined by
determined protesters using

: flair and imagination.

policing - thousands of cops from

After the pointlessness of

: Saturday’s white ring round
Edinburgh, much of the Make

. Poverty History crowd left
town (or else retreated to

: celebrity lobbying), clearing the
field for those of us who

. recognise that poverty and
capitalism are intrinsically linked
: and fair trade is an oxymoron.
states and proto-states every bit :

Monday’s action was aimed at

: the precarious nature of work
in the new millennium whilst

. satirising the left's demands for
full employment, but appeared
i more as a training exercise for
both sides. The forces of the

. state played with their new riot
gear and newly assumed

: draconian powers and the
Insurgent Rebel Clown Army

. played with the forces of the

state - their camp marching
behind paramilitary ranks of
riot cops was a particular joy to
behold.

The protest on the following
day had already succeeded -
Dungavel Detention Centre had
been cleared for the week for
fear of mass breakout. Not only
was this a symbolic victory;
such dispersals of jailed asylum
seekers are important for the
circulation of information within
the detention camp system.

Wednesday was always going
to be the big day, the opening
day of the summit and the
arrival of the world’s leaders.
The direct action camp planned
to blockade all roads leading to
Gleneagles (and there aren’t
that many), whilst the left would
march on the summit. All the
acceptance of different tactics
couldn’t disguise the
contradiction - the left would
have to cross the blockades to
reach the start of their march.
In the end however it worked
out better than could be
expected.

Although some groups were
rounded up before their
blockades could begin, all roads
were blocked at least for some
of the morning. A variety of
tactics were used, from the kids
blockade, to locking on in and
under cars to good old

| S 5 F

fashioned barricades. This may
or may not have delayed the
start of the summit (there are
contradictory reports from a
body with scant regard for the
truth), but a number of support
vehicles were certainly caught
up in the traffic chaos that
affected the whole of southern
Scotland.

The left meanwhile reached
Auchterarder, the starting point
of the march, as did many
clowns, samba bands, black clad
anarchos and a sound system.
The state had banned the
march, but the left was in
belligerent mood, threatening to
march on the US Consulate
instead. Since in central
Edinburgh a demonstration was
already underway by those
prevented from reaching
Auchterarder, threatening a
repeat of Monday, the state
backed down. The high point of
the march was the promise that
we could pass by the security
fence. In reality however this
was a fake fence, set a few
hundred yards in front of the
real one, the void filled with riot
cops and horses. It was
therefore a surprise to discover
that round the next bend the
actual fence was just a short
run across a barley field. The
entry was hesitant at first, but
soon about 500 protesters =

7 days at the world’s most secure golf course
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had ignored the demands of the
stewards and headed towards
the fence. The state, caught off
guard, had to fly riot cops in by
Chinook military helicopter, but
this was too late to prevent the
fence from being breached.

The disgusting bombing in
London cut across the protests
as it did across every other
aspect of daily life. Immediate
thoughts were for family and
friends in London, and the
desire for confrontation

as the cops broke up small
protests as people attempted to
express their feelings about the
bombings and the complicity of
the Labour Government.

The final day saw a small
solidarity picket at Edinburgh
prison, where male prisoners
were being held. Disturbingly,
the picket planned for the
woman'’s prison didn’t happen.
In Glasgow meanwhile there
was Boogie on the Bridge, a
street party against climate

best summed up by the banner
that read “Dance for your
sorrow, your anger and your
joy”. Local support was much in
evidence, but unfortunately
locals were not at the front
when we left the bridge en
masse, a fact that contributed to
us being penned in on an
industrial estate. After hot and
frustrating negotiations with the
cops, the demonstration
proceeded under heavy guard
to the Cre8 Community

extension is based.

Given the current climate and
the increasing threat to
meaningful protest in the UK,
that plenty of protests
happened was in itself no mean
feat and no one can have failed
to have grasped the sheer scale
of opposition to both the
policies and the rationale of the
G8. In summary, despite the
enormous resources at its
disposal, the state did not have
it all its own way at Gleneagles.

evaporated. Unfortunately this
was clearly a one sided feeling,

change and the extension of the
M74.The changed mood was

................................................................................................................................

G Legal Support Group’s initial statement on the policing
of the G8 protests in Scotland, July 2005

During the protests against the G& over 700 people were detained or

arrested by the police, often overnight, and around 366 people have been
arrested and charged. The courts have imposed draconian bail
conditions, which not only prevented those arrested from continuing
their protests against the G8 summit, but forced those not resident in
Scotland to leave at an impossible speed, making the conditions
impossible to comply with. As a direct result of this tactic, some people
were rearrested for breach of bail. People unable to give an address in the
UK have been remanded in prison, even though in all the cases we are
aware of, none faces serious enough charges to result in a prison
sentence even if convicted. Amongst those remanded in custody was one
person aged 16 and a woman with a child.

We have also received worrying reports of people being held for over 4
hours in Reliance security vans against regulations, and not being given
sufficient food or water while in custody. For example one person
reported that they were held in Sterling police station for 10 hours and
that they were verbally abused, the lights were switched on and off and
no calls were made to solicitors or friends on his behalf. He was
subsequently released without arrest or charge.

The police made widespread use and abuse of powers under Section
6o of the Criminal Justice & Public Order Act 1994. This section is
supposed to be used to search for weapons. However it has been used as
a blanket authority to stop and search in a manner designed simply to
intimidate protesters. For example, everyone attending the protest at
Dungavel Detention Centre was subject to a bag search. At the Hori-zone
ecovillage in Stirling, the police at times searched everyone who came
and went. At least two people have been charged with failing to submit to
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Garden, where permanent
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a search.

The police routinely demanded people’s names and addresses, without
a clear legal right to such information and in a manner that seemed
calculated to deter people from protesting. At times they also demanded
to see identification despite the fact that there is no requirement to carry
or produce identification in the UK. At least one person was arrested and
faces trial for simply not giving their name and address.

Huge numbers of people were photographed and/or filmed just for
participating in protests or because they were staying at a campsite, again
a form of policing designed to intimidate. |

The police also often placed protesters in cordons, the legality of which
is still uncertain, detaining people for many hours. At the Hori-zone
ecovillage in Stirling for long periods of time the police refused to let
anyone leave. Legal Observers from the G8 Legal Support Group were
also detained, preventing us from monitoring some of the protests. No
legal justification was provided for this abuse of power.

The police also banned protests. They cancelled the G8 Alternatives
demo at Gleneagles “for reasons of public safety” and this led to coaches
of protesters being held on a roundabout eleven miles away from
Auchterarder for an hour. Eventually the protest was allowed to go ahead.
On this and other days many protesters were arrested whilst travelling to
protests and held for allegded conspiracy. At Waverley train station in
Edinburgh people were prevented from holding a spontanous protest
against the ongoing ‘war on terror’.

A number of protesters were injured by the police hitting out with
batons. Most suffered head injuries. Many of the police on duty routinely
covered up their identification numbers, making it impossible to identify
them.

The public were prevented from attending some sheriffs’ courts,
meaning that people had to face the court without support from friends.
Apparently the reason was that there may be protests at Court, although
there had been no actual protests, just groups of concerned friends. This
flies in the face of the long established legal right to an open hearing in
court.

Finally we note that this was one of the largest policing operation ever
seen in the UK. The state was clearly prepared to devote unlimited
resources to it, all with the sole aim of preventing the leaders of the G3
of being aware of the popular discontent with their policies and the effect
of those policies on the vast majority of the world’s population.

The cumulative effect of these police measures was an unprecedented
erosion of civil and humans rights and a further attack on the right of
people to publicly demonstrate. The police appeared to police the protests
against the G8 on the basis that they were not at all times bound to
comply with the law of the land and sought to prevent challenge to their
actions by seeking to conceal their identity by covering up ID and failing
(even when asked specifically) to give legitimate reasons and legal powers
to justify their actions. For these reasons we unreservedly condemn the
policing of the protests at the G8 summit in Scotland in July 2005. [J
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Well, there it was then. After almost
two years of planning and
approximately £200,000 spent by the
'anti-authoritarian’ movement, the
protests at the G8 summit came and
went in the space of a week. 200,000
attended the Make Poverty History
march, 5,000 took part in marches on
Gleneagles and hundreds took part in
blockades. But was it all worth it?
One thing that everyone accepts is
that summit protests are symbolic.
No matter how well they go, they are

“always symbolic and this is for one

simple reason: the summits
themselves are symbolic. The summits
are just pomp and ceremony for the
world leaders to show off their
democratic and diplomatic
credentials. Even if you did manage to
shut down the meetings, the decisions
will get made anyway. They'll just do it
another day. So all the rhetoric of
activists calling to "Shut Down the
G8!" is, to put it bluntly, absolute
nonsense not to mention dishonest.
Add to this the amount of well-
intentioned activists who have been
arrested and those who'll get sent
down, all for a symbolic protest.

As its accepted that the protests
themselves were symbolic, we come
to the main argument in favour of
summit protests: that some of those
who hear about "anarchism' on these
protests will eventually come around
to a more coherent, working class
based analysis. This can't be denied.
Many libertarian communists got
involved in politics after watching past

g ViEw

summit protests on TV. | certainly did.

But does this justify almost two
years of organising meetings and the
£200,000 spent? No, of course not.
The reason that those of us who did
get involved in radical politics through
summit protests did so was because
there was no other point of entry
into radical politics. Simply because
some of us got involved through that
kind of protest, doesn't mean that
new people necessarily should if we
can develop more effective political
alternatives on their doorstep.
Perhaps, instead of getting people
involved in solid class politics by first
sucking them in through dead-end
activism, we should just try and
create better entry points for solid
class politics!

The fact is that summit protests are
yet more disconnecting of politics
from the lives of working class
people. Our politics are only relevant
if we ground them solidly in our
everyday lives and orientate ourselves
towards our workmates and
neighbours to solve the problems
faced by our class. Through collective
struggle to improve our daily
conditions, we (as a class) grow in
strength and confidence and it is
here, in the daily struggles of normal
working class people, that libertarian
communism is found. This isn't to say
we reject a global analysis in favour of
some kind of 'localism’. It just means
that while we have a global political
analysis, we realise that the only way
we can fight all the problems of
capitalism is by fighting it where it
effects us: in our workplaces and our
communities. As the old cliche goes,
"think globally, act locally".

One thing we can't forget when we
are engaging with people is that
libertarian communism is not simply
an ideology, it is a living, breathing
tendency within the working class
that needs to be encouraged.We are
not trying to recruit people to some
rigid ideology; we are trying to
promote a fighting spirit within our
class. And we can't do this through a
series of annual symbolic protests
with no real substance to them.We
can only do it through day-to-day
organising where we live and work
because it's only through collective
workplace and community action that
we can encourage that spirit.

Things like the Turkish Workers'
Action Group! fighting for better
conditions in the Republic of Ireland
or the Communities Against the
Water Tax network? are where we

can fight capitalism directly and where
we can build a strong, independent
working class movement fighting for
its own desires and not those
dictated by trade union bureaucrats
or slimy politicians..

Whenever we take part in any
form of political action we must
always ask: How will this contribute
to encouraging the militant
tendencies within the working class?”
So, how do summit protests
contribute to increasing the sense of
solidarity, strength and confidence
within working class communities?
The simple answer is; they don't. Their
effect is at best, insignificant and at
worst damaging as it associates
radical working class politics with
protests taking place outside the daily
struggles of our class, reinforcing the
ever-growing walls of the activist
ghetto.

The British libertarian socialist
group, Solidarity, had it right when
they described meaningful and
harmful action in their pamphlet 'As
We See It"

"Meaningful action, for revolutionaries,
is whatever increases the confidence, the
autonomy, the initiative, the participation,
the solidarity, the equalitarian tendencies
and the self -activity of the masses and
whatever assists in their demystification.
Sterile and harmful action is whatever
reinforces the passivity of the masses,
their apathy, their cynicism, their
differentiation through hierarchy, their
alienation, their reliance on others to do
things for them and the degree to which
they can therefore be manipulated by
others - even by those allegedly acting on
their behalf."

The protests may indicate that a
significant number of people are
opposed to the policies of the G8,
but it in no way demonstrates any
alternatives. The protests were little
more than a very expensive, human
petition. Capitalism is not about
powerful men sitting round tables
running the world. Capitalism is not
something we can gather together
from all corners of the globe to
protest against. Capitalism is a social
relationship played out in our daily
lives and that is where it must be

fought. [J

Writen by Political Matti and
originally published in Working Class
Resistance #10, magazine of Organise!
Ireland

1. See Working Class Resistance #9 for more
info on TWAG

2. see www.organiseireland.org
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