Welcome to 1ssue number $§ of TCN , Th.s 1ssue is & brL scrappy

due ro not many people beimpg all that interested in heping put it
out, If vouwwant to help with the amemt issue contact us at the Cla-

imants Union,
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We are a group of people, living in Tottenham who are claiming benefit off the DHSS (unemploy -
ed, pensioners, disabled, single parents etc).

we meet twice a week to help people out with problems with the SS, This includes inform-
ing people of their rights, heiping tnem fill out forms and, if people want, going up to the
SS with them to help them argue their case/give moral support etc.

However we are not 'experts’' on the social secwity system, nor are their any paid workers
in Claimants Unions just odrinary claimants who are fed up with being hassled by counteer-
clerks, fraud squads, and the system in general. We realise that it i5:not enough to just
claim our rights and that if we just sit back and accept what meagre amount we get,then thai
amount will get less and less. |
Already thi® year the government have started to look at what benefits they can cut back
to save them money and make our lives more dificult.

Tottenham Claimants Union have organised , or been involved with protesis about fuel prices
including pickets of Gas and Eleciricity showrooms, cheaper 1ransport tor claimants, and
various actions against the Fraud squads including leafletting, flyposting, pickets as well as
.supporting.claimants who take more direct action aginst them. The Specialist Claims Control
Units (SCCUm) are coming to Tottenham soon. These are a particularly nasty bunch who
try and scare people into withdrawing their claii.c. We will be planning actions against them
and anyone who wants to help is welcome to get in ‘~uch with us.

As well as the serious stuff we are are trying to get more social events golng- gigs, outings
etc. and basically trying to kill the myth that if you havnt got a job you've got to lazy, bored or
depressed.

We mett every 'T'Uehs-(‘i.éy and Thursday 1-3pm at the back of ihe Unemployed Centre, 625
High rd N.17. Everyone Welcome.

Remem by -
Wil Ceonyf ]
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As claimants most of us know that the idea of a caring Welfare State is a bad

Joke. The social services exist to control people-keeping them in line and preventing
them feom orgrnising together to fight the causes of their oppression. '

One way they do this is through forced adoptions,(when children are adopted against
their parents or their own wishes). Working class families who suffer most from
pressures like bad housing and noisy traffic sometimes ask the social services

o care temporarily for their children, because of illness, breakdown of a
relationship or bereavement has left them unable to cope. Increasingly however

the 55 are refusing to return the children, prefering instead to place them

“ith generally wealthy foster parents hoping to adopt.

#sher. the parents go to court to try and regain custody of the chil(ren) they
+llegally the SS have behaved. If they try and publicise what has happened

it is treated as'Contempt of Court'’. - :

Most of these parents are not batterers their families are split up because

they are not approved of by the S5 either because of poverty, being a one parent
family or some other social'wrong’'. In other words these adoptions are another attack «
on the independence ané privacy of ordinary people. |

Parents in these situations are forming'Parents Aid' groups such as those in
Islington and Harlow to help each other in their struggle to be reunited with

their children, and to campaign for an end to forced adoptions.

¥

#hat help is needed - | -
in this situation parents are doing their best but need help in all sorts of ways...

*to fight for all the necessitie of life as amright for all
*to end State harrassment and to publisise whats going on
*help(from neighbours , friends and othersin the family etc) with looking after

thelr children, releiving some of the pressure and sharing some of the respons-
ibilities
*moral support - it's not parents, but the whole set up that's at fault.

PARENTS AND CHILDRENS. SUPPORT CAMPAIGN

There s a special need for support groups for parents and children, because
1t's so diffiicult , with all the pressures and harrassmetn they face, for them to
organise alone, TOGETHER IN CARE |
ontact Parents Aid (Islington)
1 :B832~6552 (nearest group]

e For anyone in Haringey who is, or has been, in Counril Cars,
Lo support each other.
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venor Avenue, Islington | Phe j '

N " none: Marjori o) -
Meel Wednesday 12 midday at : ek alBaap v o4
Tottenham Law Centre,
15 West Green Road,
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HUNDREDS of
North Londoners will
£0 cold this Christmas

use they are too

E’or to pay their fuel
lis.

“How can It in

vet =nother victim to the cold . " | g:;i &‘i tgew?..i g e ant
P. pretends to be concerned and wonders... pital clllest e,

Ps know zbout our lives, London is the
#OR THE RICH.

Some Labour M.
Just goes to show hox much M.
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Long Terw Rates are ahown in brackets.
All claimants, except the unemployed,
gt thie higher rete after 12 lontha

- on supu'Bon. If you sign on but can’

get a alck note from your doctor you

will mtully qmlu‘y for the rntm

Heating Additions” - Claim if your houe
is difficult to heat because it is
draughty. danp darge ete.; or if .
fuily i@ convalesing -

s n:thritun, lﬁ‘lil otc.wgfé

‘Diet Lﬂditioas - Claim if tnyono in -

your femily is recovering from an
iliness or operation; or has diabetsas,
ulcers, TB, problems with thro;t.

| kidnays, liver. ctc.

Laundry Addition - Clgim if you do not

"have proper washing & drying facilities

or if you do more laundry than noraal
(ag scause of incoatinaaee)

Bitha ‘Addition < Clail if thyonc 1n i
your family needs more than 1 bath .
por Week tor medical reaaona. .
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Single Payments for Clothing : | ¥ < S . >
Pregnant women c¢an claim money for clothing when they out-grow thelr
cld clothes} end-also money for-all the clothes, pram, cot, etc. needed
for the new baby. Other claimants can get morey for clothes if their old
ones are lost or damaged (eg in a fire or stolen); if there has .been &
rapid loss or gain in welghts if. there is a need for extra or special
clothing (eg because af illness or disability); if your need is cauged

by other than "normal wvear & tegr", or health £ gafety will be threatened
if you don't have then. e ¥ '

Single Payments for Furniture & Househqld Equipment
Claim 1f you have children; if somequne in your fasmily is .
~8ick or mentally or phylcally disabled; if you or your partner is
pregnant; if you have Just come out of prison; if you are unemployed &
have been on Supplepentary Benefit for at lesst & wonths. |

Fraud

Fraud Officers at the¢ DHSS usually suspect fraud. for one of 4 reasons:
i) 4n enonymous letter sent to them, often from s hostile neighbour,
accusing a claimant, for example, of working on the gide.

1i) Contradictions in claimants statements when they claim benefit,
especially where several claimants live in the same house or flat.

iii) Where a claimant has been working on the side and using his/her real
name, address & National Insurance number. State records of stamps and tax
eventually show that s claimant has been working and claiming.

iv) Just to make a nuisance of themselyes! o

If you are agcused of fraud-say & sign nothing; unti] you have got advice,

[f your benefit is stopped make a new claim straight away. At any interview

make sure you have a friend with you to give you support. Don't be intimidated.
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Many people find other waye to get what they need, for instance by
shoplifting or fiddling gas & eleciric meters. These things are easy to .

do but people rigk finge or prison if they are caught. All this should

not be necessary becayse ther are no shortages of food, gas, electricity, 3
clothes, '& everything else that makes life comfortable. Anyone who gets
into trouble just because they want to eat or keep warm deserves our

full support. The presl criminsls are those who manage the system which
controls our lives, putting power & money before people, causing poyerty

and want. This system stipks & no ong phould be aghamed of taking from it
what it refuses to give. :

Tactics

Never meet tha'authoritieaialone.ya}uaysﬂtake along a friend to back
you up & act as a8 witness. ' T

You have nothing to lose b
the decision in writing.

Join together with qther clsimanis (eg in a Claimants Union) to help
3ach other with claeims & other problemg. Also ta press for concessions
in transport, recrestipn,end fuel cut-offs, get decent homes, more money,
and everything else that we want. In the likely event that the suthorities
can't or won't giye yg what we want then together we have the strength

y claiming. If you ere refused, appeal against

Lo get them anyway!

" TOTTENHAM CLAIMANTS UNION
 UNEMPLOYED CENTRE 628 HIGH RD. N.17 .
MEET TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 1-3pm






