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ABOVE ALL ELSE DO USE:YOUR VOTE,

To vote or not to vote ~mw-- YES! - YES!! YES!!! the rlght to vote was
most tenaclously fought for, partlcularly for the right of women to vote,
Not to vote is perhaps the last Tight in a democracy, but to do so would
let the politicians think that we were satisfied with the conditions which

'they are jmposing upon-us OR that ‘we were mere zombies who will take anythlng.

B 2 flrst voted in 1940, but this time I find it very hard to make a decision

upon where to put the cross, though very cross I am at the impositions belng

slowly put upon us. This would be the time for the Green Party to be maklng
headway as a viable protest party.

Some of our members have interviewed several of the candidates in this .
area and we are offering our combined efforts for your interpretations.
This information, along with your knowledge of the candidates, allied to
similar issues - the arms trade: elimination of land-mines; environmental
issues etc. may perhaps help you in: your choice,

De Gower,

A General Election Lobby .

in BroxtoWe’

| SIX montbs after receiving a General Elecnon lobby pack from CND, we finally got around 10/
| using it. We arranged to see Broxtowe’s Conservative MP Jun Lester and his Labour challenger
Nick Palmex on March 2204, 2

First we went to see Jim Lester at Winston Chuschill House in Beeston. Jim has been Broxtowe
MP for many years and is a ‘wet’, pro-Europe Tory with an interest in Third World issues. He sits
on the Foreign Affairs Select Committee which recently looked at weapons of mass destruction,
so he 1s fairly knowledgeable about defence issues (and difficult to argue against!).

Jim said that he feels that Trident is of dechmng value as a deterrent. He told us that there is 2
firm Conservative commitment to move to negotiate away nuclear weapons, and although we
would have some reservations as to the urgency of his party s commitment, he seemed genuinely
to believe in this goal. Indeed, he said that since the last tume we had lobbied him a couple of
years ago, he 1s now more optimistic about the feasibility of a nuclear weapons free world
alrhough it would require strong treaties and a stronger United Nations. He feels that the process
is moving in the right direction and in time — when numbers of American and Russian weapons
come down to our level — UK weapons would enter the negotiations. He doesn’ think that our
lack of movement on nuclear weapons reduction is a problem with non-nuclear Weapons states
on the whole, although he did agree that it might make a difference to threshold states like India.
His (almost) final words were that since the demonstrations agamst Cruise in the 80s “we have
moved dramatu:ally in the right direction and I want it to continue”.

Later in the day we had a visit at home ftom Nick Palmer, the Labour candidate in Broxtowe. He
is 2 businessman who has recently worked in Switzerland and was sufficiently impressive to be
chosen as Labour’s challenger ahead of other local candidates. (Labour requires an 8% swing to
take Broxtowe and the local party feels it has a good chance.) Nick told us he 1s a former CND

member and retains an mterest in the issues.

' N1ck said he doesn’t see Trident as a deterrent any more. He told us that Labour 1s comrmtted to
reducing Britain’s nuclear deterrent in line with (ie in same proportion to) reductions in other
countries which differs from the Conservative line of waiting for other states to reduce to our
levels before joining the process. He said that Labour is committed to a defence review 1 which
he would favour reduced defence spending and would take “an energetic line” 6n nuclear
disarmament. He looked at CND’s “10 Steps to Disarmament” sheet and agreed they were

. largely feasible with one or two sticky points. Finally he said that, if elected, he would be
interested in reporting back on pa.tl:;.'meuum, business to local groups like Nottingham CND
. which could chivvy him on certain issues. He believes that CND has a vital role to play inits
- ongoing attempts to persuade the general pubhc that nuclear disarmament is the obvious next

step.

o R - Mark and Sally Ramsey, March 1997.



In Nottingham Hast:

John .Hen .ell., - Labour - 1s personally against retaining the Trident missile

L ek SRR b but points out that he was elected on the ILabour

| | | programme and will abide by the opinion of the most

of the electorate. Is in favour of the Gemprehensive Test Ban Treaty: Missile
Material Cut-off Convention and the Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Expreesed great -concern at the xport of arms and weapons of torture, particularly

to countries wlth a bad huma.n r:x.ghts record and is in favour of a ban on
Land-mines.,

Andrew Rade = Coneervative Neither have responded to an invitation.
Kevin Mulloy -~ Liberal Democtiat to a meeting to discuss Numclear issues.

? = «'\J {' -
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In Nottingham South:

Alan Simpson - labour = Does not see any Jjustification for retaining the
| Trident project. Apart from financially it is also
morally unjustified.
He is:in- favour of an immediate ban on land-mines and the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty; Missile Material Cut-~0ff Convention and the Non-Proliferation
Treaty and.thinks that Britain should be taking  ‘more positive action to

‘bring these treaties into-being, '  He: thinks that the use of Lazer weapouns
.are. equa.lly as des+ruct1ve as nuclear weapons,. ..

£ 33 as

Brian Kirsch - Conservative - Neither have yet replied to an invitation
Gary Long - Liberal Democrat to discuss nuclear issues,

In Sherwood:

-
st .

 Paddy Tipping - Labour  Personally against the use of Trident, but feels

that the ILabour Party should follow the wishes of
the majority of the electrate.

He is in favour of a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty; Missile Material Cut-off
Convention and the Non-Prolifera.tlon Trea.ty.

Conserva.tlve and Liberal Democrat candidates have so far not responded
to an 1nvitatlon to dlSCU.SS nuclear 1ssues.



in Rushecliffes

CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT - LOBBYING OF PARLIAMENTARY
CANDIDATES

I have interviewed the candidates for the Rushcliffe
ccnstituency and reminded them of the continuing concern

about nuclear weapons.

I found the views of all three candidates to be much the
same. Kenneth Clarke Q.C. M.P. Chancellor of the Exchequer :-
" I do think that we need to retain a nuclear capacity in oﬁr
defence for .-— the foreseeable future."

Jocelyn Pettitf K Chair of Broxstowe Labour Constituency and the
local branch of the Labour Party - "In the present climate
Trident is essent1a1 for Br1ta1n s defence. "

Samuel Boote, Liberal Democrat Member of Keyworth Parish
Counc1l and of Rushcllffe Liberal Democrats. <" 2R rdo i not

3 regard Trldent as belng strictly necessary for Br1ta1n S
defence but would not rule out 1ts becemlng necessary in the
event of a future confl;ct. - " Trident should be restricted

‘to three warheads per missile.”

All three indicated their support for negotiations and
eventual ratification of : The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty,
the Missile Material Cut-Off Convention and the Non-Proliferation
Treaty. They all agreed with cooperation with France over
'nuclear matters. Mr Boote thought the two countries should
operate joint patrols..ail were opposed to a European nuclear
force. Labour and the Liberal Democrats believe that any defence
review by the next government should include the question of
"whether nuclear weapons are st111 neededcnrnot "The Conservatlves

seem 1ess Clear on thlS.

PeS. Since this was written Rocer'has receiveda letter from Jocelyn Pettitt
in which she states 'that Labour-is committed to.a nuclear free world'
and'W111'work for afreeze on nuclear warhead Tnumbers: a Comprehensive

Test Ban Treaty and a negotiated, multi-lateral no first use agreement

4




Polltical Public Meeting

Six members of Nottingham CND attended a public meeting oroanlzed by
Nottingham Real World Coalition, on April 4th., The aim of the meeting was
for members of the audience to gquestion a panel,representing the three main
political parties, on Real World's Action Programme for Government. '

Mark Simmonds from Ashfield represented the Conservative Party.

Kevin Mulloy represent@d East Nottingham for the Liberal Democrats.

John Heppell represented East Nottingham for the Labour Party for the first
part of the meeting and was then replaced by Nick Palmer who 1s contestlng 4
Broxtowe. -

John Heppell spoke effectively for progresslve pr0posals, winnlng active
sup'oort for a number of points that he raised,

The meetmg was attended by about 50 persons. There were Welve key policies
from the Action programme = ranging from public investment tc¢ creating work
opportunities, ecological issuess, restructuring of the tax system, a Bill of -
Rights, through to housing and transport strategles and strategies to increase
consumption of fresh, nutritious food., There was just one point on an enforcable
code of conduct on 1n+ernat10nal arms sales and incorporating a ban on the
manufacture, stock piline, export and use of anti-personal mines - no mention
of banning Trident.

Members of the audience were allowed one question on one of the twelwve points,
plus a supplimentary question., By this means the meeting was able to cover
quite a bit of the ground, although audience: fruatration was eva,dent more than
once when people were not allowed to challenge some of the speaker's more
outrageous statements.

On CND's behalf I asked the panel what thry thought the code of conduct on
international arms sales should inoorporate, and were members of the panel in
favour of a total land mines ban?

The Liberal Democrat said yes, he was in favour of a complete land-mlnes ban,
But on arms sales he felt it was important to understand the domestic situation -
in the country wanting the arms and to be sure that we were not fuelling '
internal conflict but at the same time we must not hamper our own arms mdustry
and put people's jobs at risk.

The Tory said that he also was in favour -of a ban on land-mines but we still
“want arms for defence - quoting Irac as a example - and he too waived the bogey
of unemployment of arms workers,

Labou#® attacked the others for using the excuse 'if we refuse to sell aTms then
someone else will' as a reason for being less than forthright over banning arms
sales and said that we should be setting the pace on seeking arms reduction,
and that Labout would set up a Ministorial post for arms conversion. He also
was in favour of a complete ban on land-mines. |

For our suppllmentary questlcn Doreen asked the panel if they were in favour
of cancelling tte 'Trident programme' poin¥ing out the number of times during
the meeting the lack of money and resources for reform had been mentioned, and
the billions of pounds that vould be releases if erdent were cancelled,

The Tory claimed that our huclear 'defence' had kept us secure all these years;
the threat from rogue states, including the former Soviet states, still existed
and. that he thought that money spent om nuclear defence was money well spent and
that Trident was defending our shores . |

The Liberal Democrat replied in s:LmJ.lar vein also saying that the money had
already been spent so cancelling now would give no financial benefit...it (
the nuclear issue) was just water under the bridge.

St



- Iabout's Nick Palmer in some ways gave the worst answer of all, He recalled

that Labour had only recently changed its attitude on Trident and said that they
had to think about it carefully and be aware of what people are willing to accept.,
- Labour.has lost the last three elections and they need a policy whoch will

' Teassure voters who have doubts. Most persons want us to keep Trident,

- It seems un.te clear that the questlons of Trident and nuclear arms is only to

be kept on the election agenda if CND make sure that it does. Because CND were

- present at this meeting it not only made sure Trident was dlscussed but enabled
another member of the audience to refer to thls issue,

In the finalsumming up the Tory candidate was very patronlz'iné by saying that
their had been a good variety of questlons and that he had not expected to
hear such mtelllgent questlons. Seduasss s e tiDEN VOF ONIN rest"

—

Marguerite 01dham,

' TRIDENT :

~ Of the 4 Trident submarines, Vangurard and Victorious are already patrolling,

.V:Lo'llant will conduct missile tests this summer and Vengeance becomes sea-
borne and the end of the year. |

One Trident submarine is to be at see at all times ard the Commanders are s
ordered to: | - | i R

remain undected: -
keep in constsnt communlcationS°

be at 15 mmy'tes notice to fire,

the MoD has refused to disclose the cost of the Trident reflt docks in Devonport,
but it is thought to be 8360 million - about £6O millionover the orlglnal budget.
Meanwhile the husks of nuclear submarines rot in the Firth of Forth., Orlglnally
they were to be cut 1nto pioecs and stored in the N:Lrex ‘dump 1n Cumbrla. .« sbut now
what? = L s | | i

o 3

,-‘I‘he protestors at Gorleben, s:.te of a nuclear repository in Germany, has
successfully thrust the matter of the transport of nuclear material into
the public conscience, but what did our media tell of 'Operation Braveheart'
" in which 50 Nukewatchers near Newcastle delayed for 90 minutes a-1 warhead |
convoy bound for Coulport? It received local coverage, but nothing |
--natio'nally,  Many of the protesters were Scots demanding a nuclear-free
_Scotland. - Protest—ors chsined themselves to v.ehicles and climbed over -the "
onbe e . e

Sl train wlth nuclear mater:\.al runs through Blrmlngharn on Thursday, com:.ng- |
through Cheltenham, Bromsgrove, Kings Norton, Moseley, Small Heath and Sttton

Park to Bescot s1d1ngs.

Plutonlum is transported to and from W:Lck and Carlisle airports, neither of
- which has radar, It is alarming to read that new packaging 'shall be so .
~designed that it is llkelz to release its radioactive contents .35 lose
its shielding integrity in aoc:.dent condlt:x.ons of transport, includn.ng those

' ass001ated with the air mode'
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You know recycling makes sense

Recycling aluminium cans saves over 90% of the energy
needed to make ‘new’ cans.

ans for peace

Now you can do your bit for the environment and gener-
ate cash for CND Peace Education.

To find out how you can helo

send an A4 s.a & to Cans for Peace, CND Peace
Educatlon 162 Holloway Road, N7 8DQ.

AIMONDS and RAISINS:

The bitter almond is hearing that Barbara lacey, one of our earliest ahd |
most supportive members, has had .a severe illness,  She is now recovering
at home, We all hope that Barbara will be completely well again soon,

| -'“a.nd the Ralsms -

‘welcome to Da.m.al - a.nother son for Hlla.ry and Pete Strauss a.nd a brother
to. Holl? and Albert Ja.boc -

‘and to Sam - another son for Jane'l: & John Mltchell and a brother/ to Ben.
some ba.bies choose wise pa_.rents don't they?
“Antie Mitchell who has been in charge of the stall for some time is having to

take a prolonged rest on Doctor's orders and this is put ting a greater strain
on already overstre tched personnel,

Please can a,nybody take over help with the stall....or on any other front.

Anne has worked hard and long and obtained a few extra contacts for the purchase
of goods for sale, The stall is our lone public face.....can't someone give

it a facelift? pleas€.sces <
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25 Febnmry 1997

To The Parl iamentary Candidate, Gcncm! Elccuon. 1997

STATEMFNT ON THE ELIMIN ATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS
SIGNED BY 62 TOP LEVEL OFFICERS
OF THE ARMED FOR(.ES OF 16 COUNTRIES

A I send you the attachment as it is unportant that you should be aware of
its contents. -

This Statement by former top level ofﬁcers of the Armed Forces on the

“elimination of nuclear weapons is unprcccdcntcd and immensely important. ‘Tt

has been signed by 62 officers from 16 countries, including three former
upreme Allied Commanders Europe - Generals Andrew Goodpastor Johm
alvin and Bemard Rogers - General Lee Butler, former Commander in

Chief US Strategic Command, and by General Lebed, until recently Secretary

of Russia’s Security Council.

The Generals and Admirals who signed the Statcmcnt call for the
elimination of nuclear weapons on the grounds that their continued existence

constitutes an ever present peril to global peace and security and to the safety
and survxval of the human race.

~ In formulating their opinion they say that while ultimate nuclear
disarmament may be some years away, there are immecdiate steps which can
be undertaken now with progressive steps to fo!]ow They set these out in

three phases.

In conclusion, they state “We have been presented with a challenge of
the highest posmblc h1stom importance: the creation of 8 nuclcar weapon-free

world.”

I urge you to read this Statement carefu]ly and take particular note of
intments they

held on their retirement from their national armed forces

This Statemcnt is going to all the parllamcntary candtdates of the three

main political parties and other national parties so that there may be a
comprehensive knowledge of its contents throughout the Membershxp of the

next House of Commons.

‘Thank you.

Michael Harbottle

{






