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What follows is a discussion with a French comrade
about the present situation in France, with special

enmphasis on redundancies and unenployment. July I97I
W R W XRRXNELEREENERAEREAREETEAXX AR NREXTREPRI R

Qu) One of the most pressing problems facing the nmvement in UK today is
unenployment, how it occurs, where and why, and particularly how it can
be fought. Is it also a problem that you face in France,

An) You can say that in France the problen occurs in two ways. At the
present moment French capitalism is planning the destructicn of the old
French industrial regions, This means essentially the north and the East
Of France. These o0ld regions are in many respects simi&lar to the older
industrial regions in UK, They are based on the mines: the coal mines in
the North, and the coal and iron mines in the East. And round the mines
you also have the textile industry. At this noment, French capitalism,
supported of course by the State, is introducing what they call 'measures
of recession' in the mines. Which means the progressive closure of these
mines even in cases where these mines could still be profitably exploited,
at least for a certain length of time, And at the same time, the closure
of a certain number of textile factories - because they are outdated un-

profitable etc. They intend to relocate industry in new regions, partic-
ularly regions based on new forxms of energy.

Now, for the working class in the North and East of France, a section of

the class with a very great tradition of militancy, this process has
certain very simple concluseions. For a mine worker, for example, who has

been thrown out of the mines, there is absolutely no hope of getting him-

self 'reconverted' as they say. Despite all the government propaganda
about this reconversion into new skills and new industries, most of then
suffer from silicosis or other occupational diseases, and when the mines
close they are refused work by employers in other industries. Too old,

too sick etc.

This, then, means recession and unemployment for tens of thousands of
miners, and similar numbers in the textile industry. Now, the strugsgle
against unemployment has beguy. The place where it is most developed is
in the Fast. Around Faloguemont, for instance. The miners have occupied
the mines the offices, and organised a sort of self-defence., Whats more,
these struggles have only gone against the bosses of the mines, but also
against their representatives, the politicians who have come down to
speak there, There was one, who had made all sorts of false promises to
the miners about their future employnment prospects. He appeared on a
balcony to speak at a mass meeting, and the miners climbed up and began
to jostle him off the platform. His car was overturned, and he was
forced to leave. I think you can say that the violence of this proces of
planned and deliberate unemployment is being net by equal violence on the

part of the workers in those regions,

Now of course the unions are on the scene, and they have adopted a tactic
1 which is pretty subtle - the tactic of'enlarge and defuse'., They have
realised that in such a situation they are not strong enough to break the

strikes that are taking place. They can't say 'Stop this for a while so
i that we can negotiate', because the movement is so strong and violent that

they'd be overthrwn, So, what they do is try to expand and enlarge the
strike; organise their own, bureaucratic, pickets; put out a number of
slogans that they never explain, and persuade the other mines in the North
to come out in solidarity with Falquemont, without saying a word about

whats really happening at Falquemont. In effect they impose a strike in
a bureaucratic manner, while at the sane time maintaining their own police
control of information so that people never know whats really going on,
The only slogans they put out are'Solidarity with Falquemont!' , and not a

word about the way the miners are occupying mines and locking up manage-
ment in their offices. And at the same time, when the other mines are not
very willing to follow the bureaucratic ploys of the unions, the unions
can turn to the miners at Falquemont and say 'Look, you see, they're not
supporting you, You'd better get back to work!'.
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However, although they have been playing this fairly subtly, happily its

not gone the way the unions wanted. Because there were other groups that
intervened in the strikes, explained what the real situation was, and
explained why the miners at Falguemont needed scolidarity. The strike went
cuites out of control of the unions, because the miners saw through what
they were doing., This was precisely the risk that the unions were taking

!

tnsir policy of enlarging the movement, and it went against them. The
nmevemant in the mines has been not only against recession and unemployment,
but 2iso, now, against the unions. And in this they have had the support
of some of the local small traders, whose trading livelihoods are equally
thnreatzned by the closure of the mines.

\

Sn, you have a movement which is fast developing among the miners, and
which is tending to break dowy the divisions imposed by the unions. At
the came time, the main campaign slogans that have emerged from this
movement have been for the right to work and for security of work. This
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124t demand has been very important, because there are always a great
runber of accidents in the mines, and the struggle against these = the
celiberate negligence on the part of the managcment - has involved a lot
o1 people.

Qu) Are tere new investments in the North and East that could absorb at
least the younger workers that are beihg thrown out of the mines?

£n) There's been a lot of talk about these new investments. But as far

2z I can see, they just dont exist. There are a few German companies

vith plans for factories in the East, But there's not a hope tht they
couid absorb the present miners unemployed. The location of new industries
in these regions is absolutely negligible.

Gi1) Could you tell us a bit about the social security that's available to.
the unemployed?

An) Well, it exists. It's paid on a monthly basis. But when you consider
the rise in prices that's been taking place in France over the last
counle of years, its virtually worthless. At the same time there have
Leen actempts to organise around the question of these social welfare
payments, but it's very difficult. Because while there's no doubt thet
there is at themoment a great surge in unemployment, you find that it's
spread over a wide range of industries....it's very diffuse....and the

only only real point of convergence of all these different people is at
the unemployment office.

This is very difficult, because you don't have a situatuon like, say,
Germany after the first world war, where the unemployed were a vast mass,
cul in the streets and so on. Here the unenmployment is much more dispersed
much more hidden in some ways. It's a sort of endemic unemployment,

For instance, There's the situation of young workers. The French goernnment
a3 adopted a new slcgan: 'formation professionelle' - skilled training
fcr young workers,so that they can get themselves all sorts of skilled
divlomas etc. and 'insert themselvew into work in a modern society'. But
it's a myth...a huge farce., Not only is this area of training being taken
more and mnore into the hands of private capital, with the development of

company training schemes, but what's more, when these young people come
out cof their colleges of advanced education, with all their so-called

skills, all they're offered is Jjobs as semi-skilled workers on production
1ines, or labouring jobs. The pattern of the labour market in France at

t+his moment is precisely that there is a reduction in the number of

gkilled jobs available, and an increase in demand for semi-skilled workers
and labourers, a demand which in large part is being filled by imm#grant

workers. This then is the problem. More and more young people are facing
«ituations of unemployment. But the position is far frm clear, because

';/> —

what yvou have is large numbers of young people reaching the status of

. .

ekiiled workers.,..and of course, for a little while they will be prepared
s work as semni-skilled workers. Which means working in jobs below the.

=5
W s

level of their qualifications,




For example the struggle at Fbrodo,'lnthe West (at Caen) led teo a very
csuccessful lock-in, Now what you have here is a region where thno capltal-
1st thinks he will find the going easy, but this turns out nct Lo be the
case at all, because you have an interlocking of the struggies of
peasaniry and the workers in the factories . Inmany cases tou find peasants
coming to actively uszcrt a strike by vbiinging food to the factory, and
this sometimes develops in very important ways - as was the case with the
town of Nantes in 1968, and with the recent strike at Batignolles. This new

u\eldarlty between French workers and peasants is scmething very important
in the French context, because up till the point where the peasants began
to be destroyed as such they had always repres=nted one of themost react-

ionary forces in rFrech pollt cal life.,

~4

Qu) What sorts of options are open to French capitalism to manceuvre and
break up the work-force - for instance could you talk about mobility of
the work~force within ¥France?

An) Well, one very impotant factor is the attemt being made by cepital and
he State to disperse the Parisian working class ~ move them out, This is
a very complex process that works on the one hand at the level of rising
rcuts and anti-working class housing policies, and on the other with the
decontralisation of factories to regions outside Pariis. This is a move
that is being very carefully planned. Because Paris has what they call the
Red Belt - highly industrialised suberbs, with a very nmilitant working
clzss, These workers had originally been moved out of the centre of Paris
rany years back, and now they're trying to move them all over tlhe place.
The nain places to which industry is being decentralised are, as I said,
the West, but also towards the South - the regicn around Grenoble. And the
woriters are expected to follow this movement, because the capitaiists no
lonzar like the idea of tightly packed situations where you have a lot of
inlusiry and a militant worklng class that lives in a tight cimmunity

rouna about,

What then is supposed to happen to Paris is that it should turn into an
adrinistrative centre, including scientific and technical industries - and
the whilte collar workers that go with that. They aim to make tihe centre

of Paris the administrative centre for the State - which it virtually is

already - and to make the suberbs the administrative centre for French
industry.

Now this situation has led to a certain measure of crisis. Because for many
yvears this industrial suberb has been virtually run by the French Communist
Party., Many of the mayors in the working class areas are in fact communists
This means that the CP has a real power in these areas. They are rsspons-
ible for carrying out the plan. Often as not they are involved in housing
companies, as well as in the development and planning of new housing
estates etc. This means that they are part and parcel of this project of
dispersing and defusing the Paris working class, the Paris Bomb.

Now, in order to persuade the workers to leave and to replace them with the
bou” >30is or petty- bougeois population, they are willing to do anything,
On the one hand they fight against the shanty-towns, the 'bidonvilles' in
which the immigrant workers are concentrated in the most terrible conditions
all round the periphery of Paris . This is not because they want to improve
the conditions of these workers. Quite on the contrary. The slcgan of the
tconmunists! is "Why do they always come to us? Why can't they go somewhere
els2?' In short, they just waat to get rid of them, so thal they can
'inprove'! their 'civic amenities'. And in order to shift these immigrantd
nsy will even go as far as direct action with the police, and whenever
any actions develop with aview to stopping this expulsion, you find menmbers
of the '"Communist! Party there as shock-troops to aswist the police. So, on
the one hand the Communists are organising the expulsion of the working
ciazs , both native and immigrant, from the suburbs of Paris so that they
car cuild high-rent accomodation at rates no worker could aiford, and on




90, what we have at the moment is not a sort of brutal, open unemployment.
I*'s unemployucnt manifested thrcugh under em:lovment, non-utilisation of
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avallable sikiils, irregular wcrk, two or three ponths between jobs. The
only places where there is a rsal wave of unemployment is in the old »n-
dustrial regions. For the rest of the coutry 1 would say that we are in

£
& period of pre-~crisis as regarcds unemployment,

Qu) Now, in Belgium you have exactly this phenomenom of the running down
of certain sectors of industry - notably the mines and steel industry, But
to a certain extent, at lsast in Flanders, reconveirsion seems to have been
taking place. The neative workers are moved out of the mines into other
industries, and iheir place is takenm by immigrant workers. In some mines
the percentage of immigrant workers is as high as 50%. Is there a similar
move in France?

A\n) No, French cavnitalism uses immigrant labour in a much more centralised
Wave . .COncentrating them in the heavy metal engineering industries, cars
ets, Then in building and construction. And also in seasonal agricultural
vork, But in the mines you have veryfew, because the working class around
the mines has no possibility of finding employment elsewhere,

Cu)} What about the textile industry? Decause in Britain it seems that a
large percentage of the labour force in textiles is immigrant,

An) No, for the most part immigrant workers don't work in the textile
industry. The main problem there is for the womsn, Because, particularly
in the Norht, you have a very large nurber of women working in textiles,
worlting in terrible conditions. The wages are low, and many of them live
at congiderable distances from their work, because they tend to live

ncar the place where their hustands work, and are forced to commute. Some
women spend hours going to and from work - and in addition have the house-
work to do when they're not working in the factory...while of course the
wotrlk that they're expected to do in the facvtory is always being pushed to

the limit,

Trere have been, sinceSummer'69 some very hard struggles by the women in
Lthe textile factories of the north., They've refused to accept soeed-up,
they've sabotaged the producticn, they've fought against Jjob-reorganis-
ation etc. Theyve come up againet all the definitions of what women can
and can't do but they've continved fighting, and have not only organised
strikes of their own, but also crganised the occupation of certain factorze
jes. They've had to struggle rifit down the line against the frankly
reactionary positions taken up by liheir husbands and by the men they
work with regarding the womens role in the struggle, but they have man-
aged to overcome that and create a sense of their own position, theilr
own rights and their own demands.

cu) 8o far we've talked about the strugsles in areas of industry that are
ﬁirtually being destroyed, where the struggle is against unemployment,
znd against the way in which the emplcyer can use this unemployment as

vl ackmail to drive for higher productivity. Could we now talk about the

areas into whichFrench capital is moving, and the struggles that have
been developing there?

An) Well, as I say, you have two main cdevelopments within French capital-
ism. On the one hand you have the cld regions which are in crisis. And on
the other you have the new developmuents in arecs like the West of France,
where you see a modern indusirial region, In a 1ot of ways the capitalists
“ire to locate here, Because to a certain extent they can disperse their
plant, and at the same time, the type of worker that 1s most common is
the worker who is also a small-holder - an ex-peasant with a little lend.
f0a large extent the industries that you have here are those which have
followed the governments podicy of decentralisation from Paris., But what
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L3 happened is that precisely in these regions that some of the most

R

advanced struggles have appeared,jincluding among other things the big
wave of sequestrations(lock-ins of management) and a very close link-up
with the strugzsle of the peasants - who at this moment are fighting a
very bitter struggle against theplans of French capitalism to destroy

them utterly.




the other hand, at the present time they have the nerve to arganise a
campaign against racism in France. That's the French Communist Party for
you!

NN HXAXRAREXN

(At this point the conversaticn went omnto another tack, Now the following
are two articles about the reorganisaticn within the steel 1ndustry, the
effects it has on one region in the Lorraine, and the struggle that devel-
oped in one sector that was to be affected ~ <che railways)

I) KNUTANGE NATURAL WASTAGE = DISGUISED SACKINGS
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If you exclude Sollac and Sacilor, the number one problem in the Lorraine
steel industry is the question of jobs, The De Wendel trust, one of the big
steel-producers, has a:very simple plan. They are going to abandon their
plant in the Lorraine region, and relocate their production in a new plant
on the South coast of France - at Fos, near Marseilles.

At their factory at Knutange they plan to do away with 35,000 out of the
present 6,000 jobs by I972. At Hagondage there are also 6,000 workers,
De Wendel plan to shut down two furnaces by July and two more by the end
of the year.

De Wendel have a simple way of reducing their wocrk-force: they organise
'naturalwastage', For immigrants working on a contract they simply terminate
the contract and bid them goodbye. For the others they use constant harass-
ment: they make life as unpleasant as they can in the hopes that the

workers willleave of their own accorg. They also meke vague promises about
the possibilities of re-employment at Sollac or Sacilor.

AtEnutage there have been a couple of strikes, and a union planned occus
paticn of the factory. On May ILth there was a meeting of 800 workers,
mostly immigrants, at the gates of the plant. De Wendel was foced to call
in the Flying Squad to protect himself: T60 of them came and squatted in
the companies o%xlces until the ﬁanger was over,

from J'Accuse May I7th '71

2) THIONVILLE - THE ORGANISATION OF NIGHT COMMANDO GROUPS

(In June of theis year there was a very important rail strike in France,
which began spontaneously at theAvignon depot, in protest about the un-
acceptable shift working that has followed om the reorganisation of the
railways, against intolerable workloads, and for a wage rise. The strike
spread to other depots all over France, and was crushed, after II days,
by a series of maneouvres by the unions, who had not succeeded in winning
a single thing for their members...)

Here at Thionville there's a particular local problem, in addition to the
demands being put at the national level. The steel industry in the North of
the Lorraine is being wiped out., De Wendel are not making profits here, 80
they've decided to move out. And the SNCF (French HRailways) is doing the
same, They have decided to discontinue, starting in July, the services from
Thionville to Hargarten, to Auden-le-Roman and Apach.These were the lines
that served the De Wendel works. And what this means for the workers that
used to use the line is that they're going to have to take the bus. Which

means getting up one hour earlier, and getting home one hour layer.

On Fiday June IIth, amid general enthusiasm, All the 800 workers at Thionville
station decided to strikeg; A strike committee was immediately set up, com-
posed both of members and of non-members of the union, This was to be the
general assembly of all the workers on strike, where they would collectively
produce leaflets and information,

Another committee was also set up. A committee for the 'defence of the lines!
composed of local worthies. The strikers were hoping that the mayor of each
of the boroughs that would be affected by the closures would undertake to
inform the population, and would provide some financial support. But all
they got was fine words,




Right from the word go, the strikers occupicd the station. .The next day the
cccupation spread to the station yard, and then to the main telegraph office.

Two hours later the police arrived and besieged the office. The strikers
leava the telagraph office and the police take their plce in the building.

The response of the railwaymen to this intervention? During the whole of

Saturdey they stopped all traffic on the lines by sitting in front of the
trains, while some of their number handed out leafiets to the passengers on

the train and addressed them through a ioudhailer:

'Tadies and Gemtleman, users of the railways! Ve must take a stand against
the central power of the State, which has not hesitated to use the forces
of repression that you see here in the station, against workers who are
very justly on strike. The strike committee of Thicnville station thanks
you for yuor attention.'

ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS

-Passenger trains are stopped in the station. Their air valves are opened
and all the alarm cords are pulleé. Since therae's no air, they don't make a
sound, When the driver re-connects the air suprly so that he can leave, all
the alarm signals begin to whistle. He has to climb down and disconnect all
the alarm signals befor he can set off again...and that takes time.

-On three occasions the Trans-EUROPE Express - a very luxurious train!-
was stopped. The first time it was in the station, The strikers had dragged
out a long table onto the linss, and they set it up in front of the train,
and had the buffet-waiter serve them beer as they sat there. The second
time it was sopped in the middle of the country by small explosive chardges
placed on the lines. The strikers who werd hiding in the bushes by the line
jumped onto the train and opened all the air valves: a20 minute stoppage.

On the third occasion the TEE was stopped for three hours while the little
train from Hargarten (one of the liges to be closed)came by, with its pass-
engercs hanging out of the windows applauding the strikers, much To the
disgust of the people on the express.,

-In the goods yards goods trains were put out of action by unhitching
goods wagons. The Coblenz~Paris train had to wait three hours because the
lines were blocked by a series of wagons that had been unhitched. It finally

got underway, but didn't dare atop at Thionville.

-On Thursday June I7th the police decided to intervene again: they say
that strikers will no longer be allowed onto the platforms, When they heard,
small numbers of people began to organise themselves into night time comando
groups. They went into the cuontryside and stopped trains by waving red
lanterns. Then they'd get up onto the train and pull all the alarm cords,
and disappear again with the assistance of friens who were waiting with cars
to help them get away. One railwayman managed to block ten trains in one

night, all by himself.

IN THE MEANTIME the unions and the committee for the defence of the railways

had done nothing but spout hot air. They broke up a demonstration organised

by the station workers in the market square, and on the followlng Mondaythe :
workers were greeted by an official union leaflet sayling that the strike

was officially over, and that they were to report back to work. There was a
great deal of anger, after the action of the last few days, that the union =
had done this: "The unions awe always deciding these things from the top.

They never consult us, the workers, down here." But at the same time, the

feeling still renain. ..

from J'Accuse/Cause du Peuple June28th
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THE RACE _PROBLEM

At

Anarchisbs have often neglected the 'race issue': perhaps this has
something to do with the apparenttotalabsence of black anarchists. Bub
it is one of the fundamental problcns of existing capitalist society.

Barl Price's article in Solidarity voi.56 no.7 reprcsents a useful
point of deparbture by 1ts radical criquuo of white support of black
separatist movements, suggoatln? that shis support is a form of ingra-
tiation built on guilt. There is an element of 'sob', of 'in the early
days I did ny best for you; why should you shit on me?' My first react-
icn was to focus on this and use it to blow the wholc argunent wide

open., 1 am having second thoughts,

f i el B P ROA, 1s to ruprbsent a distinctive analysis in the libertarian
novenent, I think it i3 a class analysis. But, just as 1tis simplistic
to demand separatism, so 1t is also simplistic to say that whites and
blacks are both members of the working class. It represents part of

the analysis, but not all of 1it.

Fanon dcnanded that the Third World re,ject the Buropean road of
violence, exploitation, dchumanisation et al. The Third World has
nanifestly failed to follow his advice. Even 1f 1t had, we cannot
apply it to a Western industrialist soclety with an in nlgrﬂﬂt popul=
ation. Black and white are interdependent, and nocussarllj nust remalin
like thise. In this country even the altornq ;ive of separate black

(counties)? isn't feasible.

The basic Black Panthexr philosophy (I an not discussing their
Leninist organisation which is a different issue) states that the
problem of the American black 1s both a class one and a colonial once.
The ‘'colonial' concept has been too often rejected with too little

analysilsSe

Unlike the Black in America, the Black British are not the desc-
cndents of slaves. But tThis does not alter the basic colonial relat-
ionship of the two races. White British still regard Blacks as inferior
and continue o be r101ally cxclusive. Black British are aware of this,
and particular West Indians often, as Carmichael points out, have 1ntro-
jected This nssessment. Even where they haven't, they are forced to
snart under successive patterns of rejection from the ‘host conmunity'.
With the impotence brought ahout by the fact that they are a ninority
in a land whose population rcfusecs to ackno”]eage then as indigenous
- British even when they arec. Many West Indians cane filled with illus-
ions about the hospltulltv of thec 'nmother country'; they no longer

renaine.

The Black bourgeoisie nay with varylng degrces of success detach
itself; often 1t doesn't bother. The Pakistani bourgecoisiec is the
most obvious exanple of this., The pattern of rcjection neans that the
black proletarian 1s nore likely to identify even with a black landlord
than with a white worker.

Two altcrnatives arc open. Either we dispose of the race problen
by repatriating coloured imnmigrants. Or we recognise that sonchow
we have to produce a solidarity betwecn black and white workers.

Cleaver proposcd, for the States, specifically black and specif-
ically white revolutionary organisations campaigning in their own
cormunities and then forning 1nter~rac1al coalitions. The fact these
organisations would be based on a class analysis would, he thought,
1ean that such a coalition would succecede.

The polarlsqtlon of racial groups is not a danger, but a reality.
And this brcakdown 1is not sinply a division of white and black, but
- into specifically ethnic groups - White, West Indian, African, Pakl-
stani, Indian and Chinese., We need to recownlse this as a fact of 1life
and procede from that




If this analysis 1is valid, then Cleaver 1s right %o propose ethnic
power groups and coalitions across these. But this presents a danger
of not merely accepting ethnic pluralism but also of reinforcing it.

Is it in fact a danger? If anarchists affirm the uniqucness and
sovereignty of the individual, then they should also affirn the risht
to exist of a sub-~culture - which 1ncludes etvhnic sub=culbturcs.

There is a danger theough. A rigid adherence to ethnic socialist
groups and coaliticns of sane canbe taken Lo invalidate groups which
are themseslves coalitions. Again from a libertarian perspective, the
group 1is per se a coalition of individuals 1n any case. In this cone-

bext I tean coalitions o races.

Black caucases iIn trade unions nay be o.k.; but indepcendent black

unions are nov.
An Anarchist analysis based on the situation as 1t is , rather than

the situation as nany would like it, therefore demands two things -
the creation of m=kkmx® cross-ethnic gx coalitions for united action
and the creation of c¢thnic group organisations for relcecvant crises;
and as a vital gqualification, the readiness to crcate inter-racial

groups wherc the situation denands thcesee

I noted that ethnic pluralism 1s looked upon by nany and perhaps
most anarchists as undesirable. But weshould remember the cssentially
autboritarian nature of assinilation, whether i1t be the obvious of
naking all blacks attitudinally white, or producing the¢ 'coffee crcan!
race almed at by radical intecgrationists., Assimilation 1is a desire for

a form of purity, of honogeneity.
It is perfectly compatiblce with the variety of socialisnm that

would - as conscrvative critics point out - reduce us to an undiffer-
cntiated nass. It is incompatible as an aim with a ¥XEX way of thinking

that has as its basis the declar1+1on of The differentness of cach of
us o

Such a programme nccessarily puts the anarchist at a disadvantage,
since the situation rcmains predominantly that the anarchist novement
is onec of the off-shoots of white bourgcoisie youth radicalisn.
Anarchisn as such 1s not necessarily bourgeoise -~ that has to be
enphasised. In fact the developing rejection of vanguard groups by
the worklng class 1s a developnent of an authentic prolotquan libertar-
ian consciousness. But we have to renenber that it has, as a self- |,
defining group, become bourgeiosc. Necessarily such a group 1s goling
to be riddled with bourgeolse ideologye. (Proudhon represents the nost =.

obvious founder of this tradition; Tolstoy is also part of it).

Part of such an ideology is 1ntegratlonlsm. How many of us were not
once liberals?

O.R.A. represcnts a significant break with this position and the
liberal anarchism of 'permanent protcst'! and the revisionists. It
starts from a class analysis. But that too can lead to a crude, sinp-
listic interpretation of the current situation.

The Black worker is not only a worker; he 1is also Black.

Tony Flening.
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Documents for further discussion
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Northern Ireland (AKH)

It 12 savrising that, in view of its importance to ourselves a3z well as the

gte e, whe present sgituaition has prompted very little action from ihe Loit apaxt
feow taeoratical analysis. ©o here is some more theorstical anaiysis wilh 3
view 1o acition,

Pirstiy, the stwuggle is of grezt importance objectively becauso 2t Iis a majox

crz2anie of the breakdomm of the repressive-tolerant society (ziora venressiva and
less tulerant iatteriy) on its own ground. otruggles which {ormeriy couid Be

| t arm's length, by shere distance, by who was involved (Uriiish boy:
asanat bloody niggers) and hence by the media (how muach does the hypothai® .l
man in the street kneow about Dofar and Oman) are now in all respaots vory oLosas

There ars obvicus repurcussions in Britain, eg the alienation of the l-lal

7/
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atrolics here, th