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The Anarchist Revolution.

INTRODUCTION.

An Anarchist is a man who does not believe that government
18 a good thing for the people. He is, in fact, a man who
believes in and strives for liberty. Liberty is to him not a
superstition, or a god of which to make images, but a practical
theory or plan of action. The first step necessary in cstablishing
liborty will be, clearly, the abolition of government, and this will
mean the organisation of industry by the workers themselves, not
by any outside power—in other words, the Anarchist Revolution.
IFor the moment this may seem wildly impossible ; but if we give
it a little consideration, a new side to the question comes into
view. |

In the first place, is there not something quite wrong and
mixed up in your ideas, for I assume you are not an Anarchist?
You believe in Governmsnt as a necessary part of our social life,
and yet you will not like to say that you deny and reject Liberty.
This 1s so with almost all people who are not Anarchists—they
spend one half of their intellect apologising for their belief in
government, and the other half in excusing themselves for their
love of liberty. They aro in just tho same position in regard to
their political beliefs as the Christians are in regard to thoir
religious ideal. The Christians build churches to the glory of
‘Christ and worship him; should any man speak against him,
they are borrified ; but when it comes to practical life, they do
not in the least apply their religion. “"Take no thought for
to-morrow ” they translate *Xeop a good balance at the bank.”
‘““Thou shalt not kill” becomes “ £60,000,000 annually for the
Army and Navy.” “Judge not” and “Swear not” is written in
the book-by which they swear in the courts of judgment. ¢ Call
no man your master, for ye are all brothers,” is interpreted to
mean that the soldicrs must protect their masters by shooting
their brothers during a strike.

So one could go on till it is proved that every point taught by
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Christ has been rejected by thoso who worship him.
Exactly the same thing bas happencd in regard to Liberty
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As a people, wo worship it. Our boast is that ** where the Union
Jack floats Liberty is supreme.” We erect statues to i, our
poets sing ian honour of it, our politicians stir our blood with
rhetoric in praise of it; but when it cowes to practical life,
none of these in the least applies his ideal. * Wo must have a
Government, we must have some one in control,” they say; and
bohind thoso words aro hidden the policoman’s bludgeon, tho
wretched prison system, and the Army ready to stxqo.l:.gl.ow’x\
those rebels who dare to attempt to overthrow the politicians
idenl of society. Liberty is a fine thing to make speeches about,
and to which to erect statues; but for practical politics thoy
demand government. : .

Wo begin to see now whero tho Anarchist comes 1n. He
really believes in Liberty, and, as I have said before, he sees that

this mecans the abolition of government. .
Thoso who beliovo in govornmont, then, aron triflo muddlod
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Lho. dcst..ructiun ot human life, and millions again are wasting
thoir oxistooco in a dull tragedy of monotony. In overy great
mdust.z:ml centre where wealth is most plentifully produced
there 13 poverty and want’' In the rich town where no pro:
duction is carried on, there is' plenty and enjoyment. Ho who
!nboura hard or produces wealth is in poverty, he who lives in
idloness i3 rich. When tho warehouses are full, there is want

~and hungor. Those without food are forbidden to produce

because the demand is already supplied. - .

In all this, what part does the Government play? It controls
and regulates—as if, forsooth, invention and production were
not in themsclves orderly processes. It protects the property
necessary for all this production, but, with tragic imbecility, it
protects it for the non-producer against tho producer. It protects

the wealth created; but it does not preserve it for those who

noodd it, but for those who nro already-wealthy—and thus arises

in their philosophy; but the reader may yct be of the opinion the problom of poverty. x
that it would be entirely impossible to overthrow it. The fact 1s, . What can the politicians say to these appalling facts? Iromn
anything else is impossible. . Socialists to Conscrvatives, they can only raiso the pitifully weak

Does not all history show us a conflict between the dominant appeal: Put wus in power and wo will do better.
or governing class and the people to whom it tries to dictate the Thus, to detect the Government helping tq upset the socinl
conditions of life? Does it not also show that the march of equilibrium may not bo proof that it is necessarily and innately
progress is away from government towards 1ibgrty’f 2% - an uns.ocial factor in our civilisation, but it should at least shake

But what more damning proof of the impossibility of govern- our faith and throw it open to criticism—a criticism not aimed
ment can we wish for than that which is furnished by theo age 1n | !}t the particular party in power, but directed to the institution
which we live? "Tho possibilities of lifo have becomo so great, s0 | itself. .
complete has. been our conquest of Nature's wealth, that it seems - ~ Custom, in truth, has a marvellous power to paralyse our
we havo but to ask and we shall receive the full 9“10}'m?nt"°E mind 5 but if wo rid our thoughts of the folly of bolieving that
life. Tho most extravagant fairy story of our childhood 13 sur- whf).t 13 13 necessarily r:ight, and if wo contrast with it the free
passed by the reality of to-day. Our imagination has matcrialised, society that niiy/it be, it surcly becomes dillicult to conceive the
our greatest thoughts have been translated into action. Such are audncity of the man who could secriously prefer the Government
the individual and social achievements of mao. : systen. ;

In tho midst and at the head of the social structure, which If these arguments aro not sufliciently convincing, if it is not
comes into existence because our activities are carricd on by enough to remember that tho Coveroment is represcnted by a
groups and not by single individuals, is an association of men gang of men armced with bludgeons, who hang about our streets
calling themselves the Government. These men are for the most and ‘country ron.xls both day and night, it mnust at least appear
part cultured, and have enjoyed tho greatest advantages of possible that this attempt to keep the dispussessed from the food
education that the system is able to offer ther. . of the_country and the means of production may be a relic of the

Vet what is the result, the gain to humanity, of this woml?r- _darkest ages in history. -
fully rogulated society which has been built solely to make life
richer? DMillions are on the verge of starvation, hundreds ™ of
thousands ave spending tbeir lives in producing instruments for '




I.
THE LABOUR MOVEMENT. .

t is quite true that wo Aparchists are extrcmxs!:s ; wo want
to bIrinlz 2bout a complete and far-reaching change 1n t;l;o_order
of things, and we believe that this change can only aicir:-
plished. by rudely disturbing, upsetting, and ov?rt.hrow.mot] 10
institutions which belong to to-day, and establishing mI reic
place those of o fres society. We believe, in fact, in a revolution,
not merely political or constitutional, but a social revolution—a
complete change in our relationships ono to anot.hex':1 il Sl

Thus;-for- cxample,- in-the futura society thers will d___;lq__ =]
kcoping the poor in poverty, since the .authonty and law Dy
which. the one forces the other to give up the wealth it produces
wi swept away. 235

m“ltha rgsult wyill be chaos,” says he who refuses to t’.hx(rl)}:cE
whercas if he would but open his eyes and look round, msbe:fu hg
bending over his employer’s desk or bench all thd dalys 0 : u:
only life, he would see that to-day we wcre In such a c mo;;cntz.
it would scem the Devil himself had becxll tt;)ertr:.pted out of hell to

ive in n climate more congcenia 1m. :

com%\?:(}vel:tfil‘lntry to get at tho w%olo thing from tho Slmplcs(;.
point.. Lot us first of all consider tho Labour movement, tupf
try to understand what all the noiso and confusion and }s:.n 0
between Labour and Capital is aboub. Roughly stated, t 13';3
what is going on in every great industrial centre. The ma)o?ﬂ‘y
of peoplo spcnd day after day in huge factories, producing wea e
These factories are not their own, but bc.lon.g—-the.a law sayst—h— .
a party of men called sharcholdcrs or capitalists. - qubkof c:o
buildings bave high walls round them, so that the wor grs rr;by
not come in and go out when they like, but m}her when 1o
ownora lika. Tho peint about which thero hna beon Rolrtrlmcft
troublo -is this. When -tho workers have produced wea kl in
these factories for a week, they are given a set of round tokens,
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capitalists and called profit.  Profit, thercfore, is that part of tho
wealth produced by the workers for which they are not paid.

In recont years there has been no end of a row kicked up
about this. Some of the workers call it robbery. *We have
produced all the wealth,” they cry, “and from each one of' us
you hawe stolen part of what he produced, so that you compara-
tively fow capitalists are immenscly rich, enjoying what we have
created 3 while millions of us are struggling with poverty, and all
our lives aro wasted.” | | '

At this tho middle classes and all respectable members of
society look most mighty superior and pained. They start-
professorships.of political economy to teach the workers  how
they have been.misled by extremists, Socialists, and Anarchista.
“*Xou forget,” they explain, *that although you supplied the
Inbour in our factories, wo supplied the capital.” How could you
have produced:without -using' oz machines .in our buildiors?
¥ou must-be moderate.” -

“But,” exclaim the workers—or those of them who think—
‘**did not our labour produce thess rachines, and tho machines,
again, which mado these, right back to the first machine ever
produced ? All of it was made by us, and you, as owners, did
nbsolutely nothing. Even your useless money, with which you
juggle us out of our own, we bavo dug out of tho earth and
moulded into shape for you. » To all the wealth of the world wo
the workers lay claim, for we have created it.” » —

" In. answer to this, tho capitalist does two things. Hoe
npproaches the workers with a show of friendship. Hoe 88YS3 :
“Shall we sbare profits1” (knowing that so long as he controls
the scheme he can get the same, or even more, for himself.)
“* Above all things, let us be more moderate. You will only win
by moderation. Let us try to establish Conciliation Boards to
make Capital and Labour more friendly. ILet us remember we

uro all brothers, and most of all, let us avoid bloodshed—and, we
may add,” say the. capitalists,” *“that we have decided to give
£400 yearly to any of you who will sit in our Parliament.”

Tho other side of their programme is to strengthen the police

force throughout the country, and train soldiers to go on strike

S T
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" » : anee for wealth, food duty. e 29 2l
c;;llbic! x:t?e%he\\;};;ﬂlsl:‘l:y ﬁ'iv::cg;‘:g?: X ver—givcr’r That is the position to-day. -Lho wealth which the capitalist
clothing, h hey are e

enough money to buy back tho wealth they bave produced ; 1t i3

lmnhhined_hy_paying—the-wopkap-for-only—t—portion-ofbwhab-hq
enouch only to buy part of it. ~ The-remainder-is-kept by the

produces, is.held by brute forco—the policeman’s bludgeon and
the soldier’s rifle—while, according to our last Prime Minister,
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ive ‘ tion; and thousands of
13,000,000 live on the verge'of starvation; .
ii’empioyed are entirely cut off from the means of .production
swhile they starve.
This s{ate of affairs is called peace by the mpectab.lowx;:;:lx:l;:;
of society, politicians, chprchgoegs, and ttms;nef;em:; T
ttempt to break it down and- recaptur
:e::ln;g for the people is considercd a breach of the ;:lnc;, atx}:)c;
tho rebels ars shot down by tho soldiers or blu.dgeo.n v
POIIE\TO(-)W lot us see where the . Socialist .and the Anarchist’
Com’%l;?modem Parliamentary Socialist undersftanhds this tx:lzisat:e;
sces that what is wrong is this power of the cap: ;
S?c&cbf thaacbnditions uponowhich ho will allow the.wci;':ara; to
work, and hé logically argues from t,his.tznat the cap:}ia tc a.si
musb,bé abolished. As to how this will bo done, tl‘c}x;ocdsci?;
bt. Mowever, when it has been accomplished, x
z’»otzltz (is;iic'i;..until..no'wj.has-fa.vourcd_ the capxtahsts,_c:inlé t..;}gz
over ’tho industries, and evex}'ythi?gb th\}l ebgéccii?it:;ntbat ); st
litici It is, of course, hoped by the © w)
g}?i; ::;?5§m1 nationalisation takes pfn.ce their own partyut}l}b:
in power; and of course they promise, as all othcfrtgo 1cl i
have promised, that they will act in the interest o tede t;;eotiko
Several different clectoral sxs::lms fl}x_avo bec;x:tséxogg;s“sts o e
! { the present limited sullrege, m ciall ;
E}l:itpoti?ﬂ;ndult}s)hould have a vote, and many t.hx(;\kx:;.; th;::t;};i
constitucncics should bo divided according to 1ndustries
ly veographically as at present.
umr{\l}i\f}:c- {hci,:o gsyslt);cm o)f' State or (Government control we
hists entirely disagree. : “J -
Ani:{:g:zap;:tlalisb 1).; wrong because ho 13 a capitaliat, and h:sfsot;x:
power to dictate the conditions of life. 1f be.w;.sﬁ.ona ; k4
selves or our own brother, it would make-no lf eren ; L
power as a capitalist must be put an end to..Soi? l.a: .\ygubgnow
ou will see, with the ordinary Parlinmeotary Socialist; e
{ve come to consider the men in authority, the Gov:rermnenlmion
we apply to it the same reasoning, anbc;:c;r:: l:: gm& c::pcita.list,
that, just as the capitalist 13 wrong Decau f
soat’i:g (Qovernment is wrong because 1t 13 a Govemnin:n:ﬁnlgb
members of our class, or even our brothers, composed

vonl 1 \ ictats the conditions of
ka no differenca ; its power toc.,d icta s 0
.l\ife, 3_1:'?:11 would be complete in a Socialist State, would give 1t

_will concern_themselves,-althou gh-

any right or reason in taxing any one.

serious national
be allowed to vote or not, while a
women, who declare that, since the
have the right to make it. Theso

think in the middle of their problem, instead of at the beginning.
How many who have the mo

have the vots have first of all

1t is discussed who has the right to rule the Irish, w

uestioning why anX_Qnﬁ.ﬂhmﬂd_huo.suchowea——When—thoy
talk of taxing the landlords, we ask, why have landlords
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all the evils of Capitalism. The institution of Capitalism is
- wrong, and the institution of Government, which is a part of the
capitalist systom, must also be abolished, to give placs to the free
organisations of the future society. -
But, it may be asked why we come so essily to the conclusion
that the'Government must be abolished ; and this question is, of

course, equivalentto asking why we are Anarchists, and must be
answered in the next chapter. -

IL 7
WHY WE ARE' ANARCHISTS.
It is surprising with what dificult pbl_i!ﬁ_ica.l problema peopls
they-have-not-even thought

out the most simplo questions upon which theso are based. ' For

example, we constantly hear groups of people discussing with the
utmost enthusiasm the question of taxation. Cne says we must

tax the forgigner, while another declares that in"doing s0 we
shall merely increase the price of our own food. Interminable

facts and figures are heaped up on both sides, and the question
becomes ons of national importance.

Now, the Anarchist starts to think .at the begioning of

‘things, and he suggests that befors wo quarrel as to who ought

to be taxed wo had better discuss what taxation is and who has .

In the same way we find arguments of the most elaborate '
kind are going on about the vote. It is considered a matter of

importance whether n man with a latchkey shall
strenuous war is waged by

y have to obey the Jaw, they
people also have begun to

st decided opinion as to who should

really inquired, what is tho vota?
In all the great political questions wo find this is so. When

e begin by
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Thus, while tho politicians muddle their heads with tho most
complex theorics of reform, tho revolutionist may keep bis mind
perfectly clear if ha will but confine himself to what is really
essential, and always start to consider social matters from the
simplest point. =~ ; %7

The fact is, the Goverpment is simply the executive committee
of tho ruling class.” Taxation is its principle sourco of finance:
The landlords and capitalists are thost for whom it kecps the
land and means of production, and prevents the producers from
taking possession. ‘If instead of tho present capitalist clnss there
were a set of officials appointed by the Government and set in a
position to control our factorics, it would bring about no revolu-
tionary change. The:officials would have to be paid, and we
may depend that, in their privileged positions, they would expect
zood vemuneration. ' The politicians would havo to be paid, and
we already know their tastes. You would, in fact, havo a non-
productive class dictating to the producers the conditions upon

——— o — v — —

which they were allowed to make use of tho means of production.
As this is cxactly what is wrong with tho present system of
socicty, we can sce that State control would be no remedy, while
it would bring with it a host of new troubles. |
It cnnnot be too clearly understood that any system of
Government control—that is, any system exccpt Anarchisra—
can at the best do nothing better than enforce the politician’s
ideal of society upon the people. For example, let us suppose
an absolutely ideal Socialist State, whore all the Members of
Parliament are in agreement, and where their only objcct is the
welfaro of society. As a Government, or an executive com-
mittee, or an administrative body, or whatever they called
thernselves, it will be agreed, I think, that they undertako two
chief duties. The one is to see that the necessities of life are
supplied, and the other is to ensure that the workers shall have
proper conditions under which to_produce. Now lct us suppose
that a section of the workers disagree with the Government as to-
what aro proper conditions (for the worker sces the factory from a
slightly different point of view from tho politician).. What takes
place’ Tho politicians, we will say, refuse to- grant these con-
ditions, which seem to them unfair. This section of the workers
consequently come out on strike. They are successful up to the
point of causing a serious shortage of the commodity which they
produce. 'The politicians are responsible for the supply of this
commodity, and they cannot allow the whole community to
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suffer becauso of the (to them) unreasona '
ext‘:remlst minority. The inevita)ble conclus?ci: aiznlelmt? f 'tgn
st.nlécrs lrnu;,t‘. be f(;rccd back into their factories. :
urely from this it is evident that u
systecm of socicty, whether it is the cap;t?x(lii:n aofgot\:é'zmental
nore perfected Government. control of the Socialist:-'Stay mt..ha
cssential relationship between tho governed and the ov;e’ e
the .workfzr and tho controller, will be the same'gandm:ll]xg’
lr)clz_(l)z:)tgonihxp 50 long as it lasts can be maintained o,nly by thlz
- y brutality of the policeman’s bludgeon and the soldier’s
You cannot put new wine into old bottles. The institut;
of the present society, based upon the subjection of thes:::):ltlggs
must be thrown aside, for they will not hold the spirit of libe by
Wln%lfl will compose the new society. e
1t we wanted further proof than that furnii : 1C
of the position, it wouldpbe found in that n:]ﬂ;es(:i:g chl)ac:?tgw
levelled at the Anarchist: What would you do with the men
who would not work? 'The implication is, of course, that tin
questioner, a Governmentalist, and generally a Sociaiist h :
met:hod of dealing with him. What can such a mt;b};odasba
which the Anarchist has not also, except force? Is not the,
s.tnke.r one of the most important of the men who will not work?f
And is not the question, therefore, an admission that force will
be brought to bear on the discontented, to compel them t
occué)y tt:!cir. pr0pelr position in society .
ertain 1t 1s that to-day the capitalist is ¢ od ’
out the soldiers and force {xis slavgs back ;c\gg:{;{e!l(i)(ttt?tl;:mg
:nm;o clertain than the fact that in all societies where there isn:
.e ; :
t,hz ::beiﬁgfgfllmg force the samle means must be used to crush
%;?at ;}s why we are Anarchists.

6 have secn already how inevitably we i
cpnclusxon, and one labour dispute after ano{her inC(:'l:cZntt’o :2:':'
has shown us the theory in practice; and all this logic andyfacb
brings us to onc great truth, the truth upon which is based all
the hopes of revolutionary activity. It is obvious to us ever
day, and yet 1t 13 recognised by a comparative few. Many t.heri
are who believe that the worker is dependent on the rich

- capitalist—the governing class; but a few—they are revolu-

tionists—realise that the governing cl ' ' ’
: S g class 18 entirely impotent
itself, and doponds most nbjectly and holplessly upon Zhu w%:'k;.
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If tho workers refuse to work, it can do nothing unless 1t can
induce some of them to leave their jobs and come and shoot
down their rebellious mates. |

Tho workers are the only creative, live power in society, and
it is for this reason that it must be they who will regenerate
society and bring about the revolution. Their task is onc of
construction and re-creation, while the utmost that the helpless
Governmentalist can do is to stay the onward progress by
porsuading some of them to forsake their legitimate task and
tnko pnrt in destruction, in which onuso to-day thoy havo vast
numbers of workers employed.

This truth of the utter depéndence of the capitalist and
governing class is really the starting-point of the revolution.

I1I.
DIRECT ACTION.

To make it quite clear what is meant by the expression
Direct Action, let us take an illustration. Not very many ycars
ago, if there was a great national calamity, such as an outbreak
of plague, the religious people used to declare that the only
remedy was for us as a nation to pray that God might removo
his curse. "These good peuple were very much shocked when
scientists came along and began taking merely sanitary precau-
tions to stamp out the disease. The first was the indirect
inethod : prayers were sent up to heaven so that God might send
down his good influence on the plague. This was a very wndwrect
route to reach a disease which was, so to speak, next door. The
scientist attended -to the disease itself, studied its nature, and
tried to find a means of stamping it out. This was direct
action. |

To-day in very much the same way the people are divided
with two methods. In their factories and homes they find
themselves discontented, and some of them propose to influence
the chief of socicty—the Parliament—so that it will exercise its
power to put things right. These in their turn are shocked
when advanced thinkers comc along and declare that the way to
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through a window is gencrally supposed to be a Direct Actionist.
and he may not. :
e ']r}:)a{)ab?og?cal and t);ue to the rc.ml meaning of the tc;:m{,i e\fegi
act should, of course, be on the direct road toxyards. f,.ed.efgxr .
end—in our case, the Social Rev.olu.t.xon. Sometimes it ]13 lt, cust
to be entirely consistent, but it is nevertheless f)f t. ;e ufmtoho
importance . that there should :.be at .least g& minori l;yt'o v
workers who understand what is the direct.road, so lt. a 5 er‘{
skirmish may be made by them a step towards the final overthro
m.
® ngltal;];srisk of repeating myself, then, let me try to state.th"e
pusition very clearly. We have two classes—the governing,

ruling, and possessing people on the one hand, and tgose
govex?r;ed and without property on the other; in a word, a

master class and a slave class. : -
When this slave class becomes discontented and restive, 1t

has several courses to consider before deciding which will give

ter conditions. It may be argucd :— :
- cl.(l) That since the prcscntt) masters do not give enough of

the good things of life, ﬁhcs? muslt be turned out and a new
om among the slave class; or
- ?gl)ec'.lt‘ﬁitf:ince the slave class is composed of the producers,
and the master class is, therefore, dependent on 1t, thehformer 1S
clearly in'a position to force the masters to give them more
food and everything that may be desired ; or B Subae
(3) That since the slave class is the producer k0 a : ) -
necessary for life, thero 1s no need‘“ to either as ord e.mml
anything from the master class. The slave class nce SLrl?P y
to cut off supplies to the masters and start feeding them-
S('?ll';x(c;s'ﬁrst of these arguments, it will be seon, is that of th:
politicians ; and it may be dismissed without furtlher (;:omn.\(;anié
since, as will be understood after what has been a ret}\‘ y }S:nll,b
obviously misses the point. It is not a question of who ls)e : C
master, ﬁut it is a matter of the e§sentlal relathnshtp : t\j{leen
master and slave, quite irrespective of who either o em

may be. .
}'1‘110 second argument is that of the non-Parliamentary but

non-Revolutionary 'rade Unionist It is right in that it r%co}%t-.
nises whero lies the true power of the workers in their fig

against the capitalists, but it is wrong in that 1t proposes no
cﬁange in the relationship between these two.
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If the slave class is to be better housed, fed, and clothed from
the masters’ store, it mcans that the siaves will become more and
more completely owned by the masters. It is not revolutionary,
because it proposes to retain master and slave, and merely
attempts to better the conditions of the latter.

The third argument is, of course, that of the revolutionist.
It agrees with the second as to thc weapon to be used, but it
says that tho task hefore the workers is to feed, house, clothe,
and educate themselves, and not to spend their energies 'in
making bettor masters of the capitalists.

To cut off supplies to the capitalist and to retain what is
produced for the workers aro the main.points of the revolutionary
fight.

In every industrial dispute there' are really two, and only
two, essentials. On the one hand are-tho factories, warehouses,
railways, mines, etc., which may be termed industrial property; on
the other, the workers. To unite these two is to accomplish the
revolution ; for with them will be built the new society.

- The capitalist and master class in general can hold their
position only so long as they can keep the workers outside the
warehouses and factories, for within are the means of life, and
the common people must be allowed to use these only on the
strict understanding that they make profit and submit to the
conditions dictated. To come out on strike, then, is merely
rebellion, and is essentially not the revolution, however
thoroughly it is dono; to stay in and work in the condition
of equality, free froin the dictates of a useless master class, is
the real objcct of the revolutionist.

Direct action, therefore, in this strictly revolutionary senss
would mean the taking possession of the means of production and
the necessities of life by the workers who have produced them,
and the reorganisation of industry according to the principles of
freedom.

The doctrine of Direct Action does not boast of bringing the
workers easy salvation. It is, indeed, a recognition of the terribly
stmple fact that nothing can save us except our own intelligence
and power. We, the workers, are the creative force, for is it not
we who have produced all the food, clothing, and houses?
Assuredly it is we who necd them. 1What, then, has the politician
to do with this? Nothing, absolutely nothing! What use is it to
hand over to the master class all that we produce, and then keep
up a continuous quarrel as to how much we shall be allowed back?
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Instead of this we have to stop supplies, rcorganise our industries,
not from above but from their source below, and sce that in
future all that is produced goes to the producer and not to the
dominant class. .This is the meaning of direct action, and it is
Anarchism.

But, alas! it is easier to accomplish a revolution on papcr
with cold logic than it is to bring it about in industrial life. Wo
have to fight the lack of understanding on the part of the worker
and the craft of the politician ever at work to increase this; and
in addition we have the certainty that the class in power will
attempt to resist the change, with the only argument that
remains on their side—brute force. @ Yhile, therefore, it 1is
important to understand that direct action properly applied means
the actual “conquest of bread ” and the taking possession of the
factorics, we must be content probably for some little while
longer to use our weapon of direct action simply according to the
second of the three arguments given above—that is, to demand
hotter conditions from the capitalist class. Tt 13 not, however,
too much to hope that in the very near futuro tho Anarchists will
form a militant scction of the workers, which will give to every
creat industrial rebellion the revolutionary character which is its
true neaning. Worker as well as capitalist is beginning to
recognise that a' well-planned scheme for feeding the strikers is
more than possible. Such a scheme would entail the capturing of
the bakeries, and this is surely the first step of the revolution.

Beside this real problem, simple but great, how hollow and
arotesque are the promises of the politicinns. How absurd the
idea of gaining liberty through the ballot-box. These hopeless
government men, who talk with such sublimo imbecility of
feeding, housing, and clothing, only add insult to injury. The
House they stand in to make their senseless speeches was built
and furnished by the workers, and it is the workers who house
and feed them.

And beyond our own doubt and hesitation, what, after all,
stands in our way? Let us gain inspiration from the hopeless
position of our foes. How heclpless they are! Is not the
policeman’s baton shaped by the worker, and his absurd uniform
stitched by underpaid women? 'lhe soldier’s rifle is certainly
not made by the master class—in every particular they are
bopelessly our dependents. Every instrument of oppression is

pplied to them by us, and we keep them alive by feeding them
da.y by day. Surely, then, it is apparent that this change must

-— —— e ——— —— e
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como.” "Thoso above nrc powerless for goud™or for evil; the
rovolution can bo brought only by an upheaval from below—from
the one vital section of society; the workers.

o B 4
THIZ NEW SOCIETY.
‘“Master and man! Some up and some down! It always

has been s0 and it always will, be. You cannot alter humsn
nature.”

At is s0 ensy to talk. like that, and if. you are of a contented
disposition, it is-so comforting; but, of: course, it i3 absolute
nonsense. - Man himself bas developcd from the lower animals,
and. surely -there. are few who would care to boast of any

. o - —— —

particular-resemblancs to the cave-dwellers of prohxstonc days
oven. The fact is, human naturo is pever nlike in two parts of
tho world or. in two dilforont npgea. As to tho mnator-and-man

: slationship,. it has.been so pulled about and buffetted in a
comparatively short period of ‘history that to-day many pecple
secm to have a dxﬂxculty in recognising it to be the same thing
a3 the more crude slavery of the pnst. " Soon Time will so beat it
out of shape.that it will ‘become the relationship of man-to-man.
The last blow that will reforge it into this form will be the
Anarchist IRovolution.

What is this Anarchist Revolution?

So that this question may be answered fully, let us suppose
that we are agreed on all that has been said in the previous
chapters. ILet it be granted that we aro robbed by the capitalists
and the. ruling class that there is no hope of reform from the
Government, wbxch 18 mherently a reactxonary force ; and that
this capitalist and governing class is entirely dependcnb on us,
and hopelessly in our power.

Even so it may be questioned: * What can we do? Smash
up the institutions of to day, and what have wel Simply chaos
until something similar is put in their _place.”

- This is true in one sense, but it is an argument that cannot
be used against us. It is truo that the various institutions of
hers bocause people upon whom
they depend are slavish in their thoughts. If, therefors, some
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have traced some of the evils due to the authoritarian form of its
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. " Sl s N | . What is the remedy? “Municipalisation, and put our roen
areat hurricano swept through tho country, destroying all suc so Mg Council” w9 nibet of B Bl ,an 3 tlt))eir ety

e : TR . : HagpBiah
institutions and, their leaders, it 13 quite certain that the peog
who still belioved in such things would set to 'work to. rebuild

them.. On tho contrary, if this * hurricane” took the form of a

movement of the pob’plo themselves, who had outgrown their

slavish attitude of mind, then there would bo no restoration of
the old, but a reconstruction on new and revolutionary lines.

“ But what would those lines" be?” is tho natural qucstxglrli
It is no use knowing our power to overthrow. and to bui
unless we have some idea’ of tlie structural outlino of the now

gocicly.

~This, however, obviously does not fill the.bill. At the best it

would mean that tho conditions of 3bour and .the class and
quantity of bread produced .should be »attled by the majority
while there seems no reason fo believo that the Council would’
give up their profit any more willingly than ti. capitalist or any
other dominatidg class has ever done. No; tia revolutionary
change must be brought about by an overthrow of ., controlling
power, not by changing its personnel. The futurs brag supply
will spring’ up from below in direct response to the need for it.
It will not be bossed from above."

The material out of which we must build the new socicty 13
that of the old. The institutions of to-day—our parhaments,
town . councils,.. factories, ctci—are ' all run 'on: government
princiéles. That element of government—a relic of tho past—

which enters:into tho composition of 'the whole thing, must be

cut out. So far our mission is destructive; bub wo s.lmll 50 th?t
it'is the necessary step to-be taken for the'ponstrfx.c.txo'n-of.--a-.t..ru. y
S.Oc%li;g: then, the ncw is to be but a devclopment of tho ol}:],
the casicst way to understand it will be to start, where tho
rovolution will ‘start, with existing institutions, and seo wha.ht wo
intend doing with themn. T'or example, we will take S;:; an
important matter as brcad making and supplying. fu:s
examine this institution as it is to-day aod as it will bo alter

tho roevolution. . A .
‘O'I’ho baker who goes to his nightly task is probably making

:ad according to tho recipe of another man. He may know
glzz;:dstuc& 13 'n.lxiost poison ; I;?ut. it is no business of. hxs, b)o xiwst-
do a3 he is told, and the responsibility rests .el.sewhgxfe. Per mp:l;
tho conditions under which ho works aro ruining his health an
aro equally bad for the purity of the bread. It does not n:m.t,tcrE
the means of life belong to another, and if ho would make uizgd
them be must do as he is told. Id addition to this, he is rlo 2
of a portion of the fruits of his labour, w.h‘x'ch we have a;r; y
ngroo disnppearn ns profita.  Tho most striking fact of nll, ow;
ever, about. this. matter of the bread supply is that 1t 1s x;cl)
suited to the needs of the people. Thers are many who o.c}t;u.mby
lack this common nccessity of life. Should they remedy this by
taking a loaf, tho present socicty can do nothing better or more

t—bo—their—caso-than—}ocking—them-.up@n-p.risom .
—rele;{?re' then, in ono of the essential institutions of society. we

What, then, will be the changc; which the Anarchist Rev
fution will bring into being? In a fres socisty tho baker must
vo allowed to bake what ho belidves to be good bread; he
must be granted conditions that ho judges tc be fit for his work.
Instead of being robbed of a portion. of the iruits of his-labour:
ho will enjoy tho full benefits of social life. Finally, tho bread
supply must be of such a nature that the needs and the tastes of
all will be satisfied.

Let us imaging now that tho great revolt of tho workers has
taken place, that their direct action has made them masters of
the situation.. Is it not easy to ses that somo man in a streot
that grew hungry would soon draw up n list of the loaves that
wero needed, and take it to tho bakcry where the strikers were
in possession? Is thero any difficuity in supposing that the
vecessary amount would then be baked according to this list?
By this time the bakers would know what carts and delivery
vans wero needed to send the bread out to the people, and it
they let the carters and vanmen know of this, would thess not
do their utmost to supply the vehicles, just as the bakers set
to work to make the bread? If, as things settled’ down, more
benches were needed on which to knead the bread, in just the
satno way is it not easy to see that the carpenters would supply
thom? Tf an intimation wero given to the onginoors that
machivery wero waoted, would they not seo that “this réceived
their immediate attention? 7The engineers in their turn would
apply to the draughtsmen for designs, and to the foundrymen for
castings. In turn, again, the draughtsmen apply to the paper-
makers for paper, and to'the workers in tha pencil factories-for
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pencils. Tho foundrymen, in the meantime, apply to the

farnacemen, and these in their turn to t.}.xe miners for more
iron ore and coal.- So the endless continuity goes on—a well-

balanced intexjdeﬁn‘dp’noe of parts is guaranteed, because need 1s

the motive force behind it alk - :
Who bosses, who regulates all this?. No-.onel It starts

from below, not from sbove. .Like an organism, this free society
grows into being, from the siwple unit up to tho complex
structure. Tho peéd for bread, hunger—or, in other words, the
individual struzgle to live, in its most simple and elementary
form-—is, as wo have seep, suflicient to set the wholo complex
. social machinery in motion. Society is the result of the indi-
vidual struggle for existence; it is not, as many suppose, opposed
In the samo way that each frce individual has. associated
with his brothers to produce bread, machinery, a.nd.all that was
necessary_1oc-life,-driven-by no other.forco_than his.desire for
the full enjoyment of life, so each institution is free and self-
contained, nnd co-operates and enters into agreements ‘w.xth
others becauss by so doing it extends its own possibilities.
There is no ccntralised State exploiting or dictating, but the
completo structure is supported because each part is dependent
on the whole. The bakers, as we have seen, need the carpenters
and engineers, and these would be no use if they werse not
supplied by other workers, who in their turn are just .as
dependent on yot another branch. What folly if the engineers
should presumo to dictate to the bakers the conditions of their
labour, and it would be equally without reason if a committee,
styling itself the Government, should becomo boss of all these
industries and begin to control their production and interchange,
which must in the nature of things already be well adjusted and
orderly. Those who control production in this manner are
invariably those who enjoy the -larger part of that which 1s
produced ; that is why the politicians try to insist upon the
neccssity of such control. Alas! that they should be so tamely
followed by so many workers who bave not yet cleared their
minds of the old slavish instincts. NI |

. Tho structure of this futurs society, them, must not bo
centralised ; but, growing ever more closely bound together and
interwoven by free and mutual agreements, it will be for tha
first time in human history a society of representative 1nstitutions,
each of which is brought into being and grows or dies out as a
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diroct result of the need for it. It will be a society responsive
to the wants of the peopls; it will supply their everyday needs
as quickly as it will respond to their highest aspirations. .Ita
changing forms will be the passing expressions of humanity,

Anarchism is often brushed aside by the politicians with the
remark that it is a beautiful dream, but quite impossible. It is
for this renson that I havo takon hore a puroly practical view of
it ; and now, in order that wo may bo quito sure of- meeting no
insurmountable dilliculties in running our new society, we must
first examine it a little more in detail. o .

It may be said that, in taking bread-making as an example,
I have chosen a subject about which there is little room for a
difference of :opinion. Every one agrees on the necessity for
bread, and prdctically every one as to its method of manufacture.
When you get to complex things about which people differ widely,
i‘o_\?[' will yp.u_'do_'.withoub-law or-some form of ¢ontrol from above?

It may woll be argued that man cannot live by bread alons,

and unless our new form of society has room within it for the
highest culture as well as tho barcst necessities, it is condemned.
For thesé reasons I must be forgiven if the details given in the
example Lere taken are followed far enough to be a little
tedious. :
- It is,doubly worth while to answer this difliculty, because, if
the oxplanation is followed, tho reader will seo that it explains
nlso how he can begin to apply his Anarchist principles—for
I am sure” by this timo he is nn Anarchist—to the workers’
organtsations.

Dlost of thess, alas! while they claim to exist for the purposo
of fighting Capitalism and authority, are themselves bossed and
controlled exactly a3 a capitalist institution is. It is clear that
the next step towards the revolution will be the reconstruction
of thcse organisations, so that they will be a3 free from the
control of ‘““leaders” and executives as will be the free society
they are out to build. This step is already being taken.

To return to my argument: as a contrast to bread-making,
wo will take art. About this subject few people think alike, and
most pedple don’t think at all. If, thém, dur principles of free-
agreement are .capable of.supplying- sowe art institute that will

satisfy every.one, w not—fear-biit-that-itwill-hold Gut all
cight in simpler cases. T




— ————————— — ——— ] —————————

20 The Anarchist Rervolution.

Lot us take the thiog as it exists to-day, and root out from 1t
the influence of government. Art galleries are now generally
run by the corporations of large cities. Lhe money is raised by
rates ; that is to say, every one is compelled to pay to buy and
house pictures. While a great number absolutely care notbing for
thom, some may even object to themn as being imunoral. At the
very outside, then, the institution is unrepresentatwo, and in its
small way absolutely tyrannical. -

- In a free society the art institution, just as the bakeries,
would grow into being in direct response to the desire for it
Those in a community who were interested in art would naturally
meet together and discuss their plans. It would be their pleasure,
and they would not compel any ono to help them who was not in
sympathy with their ideas. In this way the size of the institu-
tion would exactly represent the amount of interest taken in 1t—
it would represent the artistic element of the comnmunity.

Among artists, howevor, there are many diflerent opinions as
to what renlly innrt. 1€ our inatitution is to bo ono great allnir,

with majority rulo insido, it i3 clcar that thero will be only ouo
class of pictures on the walls, probably painted by popular
Acadomicians;, while the progressive scction will not be repre-
sented in any way. If, on tho other hand, we cut out altogether
this idea of government, and allow liberty to obtain ioside, just
as it was liberty which brought our institution into being, we
find that it will become representative in detail just as it was in
bulk. When theso artists meet together, those who are in the
majority will not wish to dictate to the minority, but they will
simply see that in the design of the building their needs are
catered for. The minority, beforo it agrees to co-operate, will
also see that room is made for its ideas.

1f these two partics cannot-agree to differ in this way, they

would split apart entirely and have two separate buildiogs; but

as this would pay ncither of them, it is not likely to happen. It
i3 clear also that with such a free method of organisation, not
mercly two opinions would be represcnted, but there would be as

many different sorts of pictures as there were diflerent ideas 1o

art, en:cPt in those cases whers two or more sections united in a
compromise because they were not strong enough or sufliciently
lifferent from their neighbours to stand alone.

Hero then, again, we bhave a truly rcprcscnta.twa institution.
Just a3-we have-seen- ‘above- society- growing-into-existence-as the
result of the individual need for bread, and just as we have
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found 1t impossiblo to supposo that starvation could exist when
this need was used as the direct and only driving power behind
the -bakers and the bakcry, so now, when we come to deal with
man’s higher nceds, we find that thess can bo supplied simply
and perfectly by rooting out the last relic of the old-fashioned
ideas of authority, and. substituting for master and man the
equal liberty of all.

* »
&

Is it not now cvident that this Anarchist IRevolution is ¢/«
revolution towards which the Labour movement has been working
so long? It was in spite of the most savago lawas that the workers
first formod their protective Unions against the brutal exploita.
tion of the capitalists. Today it is the same struggle, for it i3
still the reprusentatives of the Government who are bludgeoning

the workers down into the mines and back' to their factories, to
work on tho Ltorma that tho mnsters dictato.

On the one side are the disciplined, uniformed ranks of the
overnment obeying the word of command—they create nothing
their highest virtue is obedience, which means the sacrifice of
Judomonb, the one quality that would make them higher than
the beasts. On the other side are the irregular, motley ranks of
the workers. In their hearts is rebellion, and their minds aro
filled with great ideals—ill-formed and 1mperfcct, a dim conscious-
ness of a mnghty power to create something infinitely great and
beautiful; for it is they who have moulded the wealth of the
world into shape.

Who can doubt what is the mcaning of this great struggle?
Is it to end in a few extra crusts of bread for the workers’ army?
Is it merely to ensure that they shall be allowed to work rather
than starvo? \Vill peace be declared when a new party of
politicians sit in Parliament?

It is far greater than all of these; it is the age-long struggle
between the past and the future; it is tho great war between
liberty and slavery. On the one side are.the decaying relics of
the dead past, and on the other is tho ever-growing strength of
young ideals. Ignorance and submission against -understanding
and self-reliance.

There is but one way to understand this great rising of the
common people. It is but a feeble mind that secs it merely as
an attempt to reform the controlling power. The struggle will
continue until each side, by the logic of their actual position in
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it, will be forced to renlise its full significance ; and then nothing
can stop the final battle, the overthrow of government and the
cstablishment of liberty.

This is the task of the revolution. It means the destruction
of the poverning class, which holds the keys of the world’s
wealth ; ‘and it will throw open the trcasure-houses of the world
to those who have built them and stored them with riches. The
policeman’s bludgeon, by which authority supersedes justice; the
fantastic uniforms of our kings and soldiers, hopeless substitute
for manhood and courngo; the wigs of our learned judges and
mon of tho law, vain somblanco of wisdom—nall theso nnd much
more shall be pitched into hugo bonfires that will glow as the
rising sun through the streets of our cities, and at which the
poor shall warin their half-starved bodies and hungry souls. Tho
mascquerado will have a sudden end, and tho whole paraphernalia
of destruction; which to-day keeps the world in check, will itself
be destroyed by the rising forces of construction—the revolt of
the workers. The social system dominated by brute force will
give place to the now frce society, born of and kopt in existence
by the free co-operation of those who form it

And is that the end of all things?

No, that is tho foundation of our future greatness, for
Anarchy is the necessary condition for human progress.






