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The policyof the
Revolutionary  International

The International does not ask any worker if he is of a religious or atheistic:
turn of mind, She does not ask if he belongs to this or that political perty.
She simply says : Are you a worker? If not, do you feel the necessity of
devoting yourself wholly to the interests of the working class, and of avoid-
ing all movements that are epposed to it? Do you feel at one with the workers
and have you the strength requisite if you would be loyal to their cause?

Are you aware that the workers - who create all wealth, who have made civilis-
ation and fought for liberty - are doomed to live in misery, ignorance and
slavery? Do you understand that the main root of all theevils that the workers
experience is poverty? And that poverty - which is the common lot of the
workers in all parts of the world - is a consequence of the present economic
organisation of society, and especially of the enslavement of labour -~ie the
proletariat - under the yoke of capitalism - ie the bourgeoisie, |

Do you know that between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie there exists
a deadly antagonism which is the logical consequence of the economic positions
of the two classes? Do you know that the wealth of the bourgeoisic is incom-
patible with the comfort and liberty of the workcrs? Do you understand that,
for the same rcason, thé prosperity and dignity of the labouring masses
inevitably decmands the entire abolition of the bourgeoisie? Do you rcalise that
no single worker, however intelligent and encrgetic hc may be, can succcssfully
fight against thc cxcellently organiscd forecs of the bourgeoisie - a force
which is upheld mainly by the crganisation of thc State - all States?

Do you not- sce that, in order %o bcecome a power, you must unite - not with
the bourgecoisie, which would bc a folly and a erimc, since all the bourgcoisie,
so far as they bclong to their class, arc our dcadly enemies? -Nor with such
workers as who havc descrtced their own causc and have lowered thomselves to beg
the benevolence of .the governing class? But with the honcst men, who are moving
, in all sincerity, towards the same gaol as you? Do .you undcr stand that, again
-st thc powerful combinations formed by thc privileged classces, thc sapitalists
or posscssors of the means and instruments of produetion and distribution, the
divided or sectarian organisations of labour, ean never triumph? Do you mnob
realise that, in.order to fight and vanquish this ecapitalist combination,
nothin less than the amalgamabion, in couneil gnd action, of all localy; and
national labour associations -~ federating into an international association of
the workers of all lamds, - is required.

If you know and comprehend all this, come into our camp whatever else your
political or religious convictions are, But if you are one of us, and sO long as
you are at one with us, you will wish to pledge the whole of your being, by your
every action as well as by your words, to the comuon cause, as a spontaneous and
whode—-hearted expression of that fervour of loyalty that will inevitably take
possession of yeu, You will have to promise :@ |

(I) To subordinate your personal and even your family interest, as
well as political ani religious bias and would-be activities, to the
highest interest of our association, namely the struggle ef labour
against Capital, the economic fight of the Proletariat against the
Bourgeoisie, |

(2) Never, in your personal interests, to compromise with the
- Bourgeoisie,




(3) Never attempt to secure a position above your fellow workers,
whereby you would become gt once & bourgeois and an enemy of the
proletariat: for the only difference between capitalists and work-
ers is this: the former seek their welfare outside, and at the
expense of the welfare of the commnity, whilst the latter is
dependent on the solldarlty of those who are robbed in the
economic field, |

(4) To remain ever and always truec to this principle of the
solidarity of labour: for the smallest betrayal of this prineciple,
“the slightest deviation from this soliderity, is, in the cyes of
the International, the greatest crime and shame with which a
worker ean soil himseclf,
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.Socia.lism and'the Worklp_g Class

| Tae pioneers of the International aset wiscly in refusing to make philo-
sophic or political principles the basis of their association, and preferring
to have execlusively thc economie struggle of Labour against Capital as the
sole foundation, They arec convinecd that the moment a worker rcalises thc
c¢lass strugglc, the moment he - trusting his right and the numcrical strength
of his class -~ cntcrs the arcna sgainst capitalist robbery: that very moment,
the force of circumstanecs and the cvolution of the struggle, will oblige him
to rceognise all the political, philogOphic and socialistic principles of the
class struggle, Thesc mrinciples arc nothing morc or less than the real
expression of the aims, the one underlying and supremc pmvpose, is the abol-
ition - from the political as well as socigl viewpoint - of: 1
| , |

the class divisions cxistent in society, especially of those divisions

imposed on society by, and in, the economic interests of:the bourgeoisie,

all Territorial States, Political Fatherlands and Nations, and on top
of the historiec ruins of this o0ld world order, the establishment of the great
international federation of all looal and national productive groups,

From the philosophic point of view, the aims of the working class are
nothing less than the realisation of the eternal ideals of humanity, the
welfare of man, the reign of equality, justice and liberty on earth, making
unnccessary all belief in heaven and all hopcs for a better hereafter,

The great mass of the workers, crushed by their daily toil, live in
ignorance and misery, Whatever the political and rcligious prcjudices in which
they havc becn rearcd individually may be, this mass 1s unconsciously Soc-
ialistie: instinetively, and, through the pineh of hunger and their position,
more carncstly and truly socialistiec than all the "scicntifie® and "bourgcois
socialists' put together. The mass arc Socialists through all the eircumstances
of rcasoning; and, in reality, the ncecssities of life have a greater influence
over thosc of pure reasoning, because rcasoning (or thought) is only the reflex
of the continually developing life—force and not its basis,

The workcrs do not lack rcality, the zeal for Socialist endcavour, but
enly the Socialist idea, Every workcr, from thc bottom of his hcart, is longing
for a rcally human cxistcnece, ie, material comfort and mental development '
founded on justice, ie.equality and liberty for each and every man in work,
This cannot be realised in the existing politiecal and social organisation, which

is founded om injustice and bare-faced robbery of the labourlng MasSesS,
Consequently, every refleetive worker becomes a revolutionary socialist, since

he is forced to realise that his emancipation can only be accomplished by the
complete overthrow of present-day society, Either this organlsatlon of injustice
with its entire machinery of cppressive laws and privileged institutions,mst
disappear,-or else” the proletariat is condeiined to eternal slaverys




This is the guiintessence of the Socialist idea, vhose germs can be

. found in the instinct of every serious thinking worker, Our object, there-
fore, is to make him céonscious of what he wants, to awaken in him a clear
idea that corresponds to his instincts : for the moment the class consciou
mness of the mwoletariat has lifted itself up to there lsvel of their
instinctive feeling, their intention will have develoned into determinaté
{on, and their power will be irresistible,

What prevemts the quicker development of this idea of salvation amon~
gst the Proletariat 7 Its ignorance; and to a great extent, the political
amd religious rejudices with which the governing classes are trying to
befog the consciousness and the natural intelligence of‘ the peonle,

- How can you d1 sperse this ignorance and destroy these strange pre-
Judlces ? “The liberation of the Proletariat must be the work of the
Proletariat itself", says the preface to the general statute of the (Ist)
‘Internmational, And it is a thousand times true! This is the main foundat-
ion of owr great association, But the working class is still very dagnorant,

It lacks completely every theory, There is only one way out therefore,
namely - HROLRTARIAN LIBERATION THROUGH ACTION, And what will this action

be that will bring to Socialism the vorker s? It is the esonomic struggle of
the Proletariat against the governing class carried out in solidarity. It
is the Industrial Organisation of the workers, | |

The organisalion of ?he
INnternational (/]869)

- The masses are- the social power, or, at least, the essence of that
power, But they lack two things in order to free themselves from the hate-
ful conditions which ovpress them: edﬁcatlon and organisation, These two
things represent, today, the real fourﬁatlons of nower of all goverhnment,

To abolish the military an® governing power of the 8tate, the prolet- . -
arian must organlse. But since organisation ecannot exist without kno- wledge ,
it is necessary to snread among the masses real social education,

. To spread this real social education is the aim of the Internatiomnal,
Consequently, the day on which the I.ternational succeeds in uniting in its
ranks a half, a fourth, or even a tenth nart of the workers of Europe, the
State cr States will cedse to exist. The arganisation of the International
will be altogether: different from the arganisation of the State, sinee 1its
aim is not to create new states but to destroy all existirng govermment syst-
ems. The more artificial, brutal, and authoritarian is the pover of the |
‘State, the morec indiflerent and hostile it is to the matural develoomc,nts, |
interests and desires of the meople, the freer and more natural must be the
organisation of the International, It must try all the more to accomodate
itsclf to the natural instincets and ideals of the people, |

~But what do we moan by.the natural organisation of the masscs? We mez#n
the organisation which is founded upon the c¢xpericnce and results of their -
everyday life and the differcnce of their occupatlons i,c., their factory
ard -industrial arganisation, The momcnt all branchés of industry arc rep-
rcsentecd in their I:terrational, the organisatiagy of the masses will be

complete,




But it might be said, since we exercise, through the International, - -
organised influence over the masses, we are aiming at a new power equally
with the politicians of the old State systems, This charge is a great
mistake, The influence of the International over the masses differs from
all govermment power in that, it is no more than a natural, unofflclal
influence of ordinary ideas, without authority. |

.. The State is the autharity, the rule, and arganised power of the
Vpossessing class, and the make-believe expa'ts over the life and liberty
of the masses, The State does not want anything other than the servility
of the masses, Hence it demands their submission,

The Internmational, on the other hand, has mo other objeet than the
absolute freedam Of the® masses, Consequently it appeals to the rebellious
feelings, In order that this should be strong enough and powerful enough
to overthrow the rule of the State and privileged class, the Internation-
al must organise,

To reach this gal, it has to emnloy two quite just weapons:
<+the propsgation of its ideas |
~the matural organisation of its power or authority, through
the influence of its .ad'herents on the masses,

A person who can assert that, such organlsed activity is &n attack on
¥he freedom of the masses, or an attemmt to create a new rule, is ceither
a sophist or a fool, It is sad enough for those who don't know- the rules
of humen solidarity, to think that completc individual independence’ is -
possible, or desireble, Such a condition would mean the dissolution if all
human society, since the entire social existenee of man depends on the

interdependence of individuals,and the masses, Evary person, even the 2
clevcrest and strongest - nay, especially the clecver and strong - arc at '
all times, the crecatures as also the cereators of this influence,

The frecdom of cach individual is the direct outcoms of those material
y mental, and moral influcnces, of all individuals surrourding him in that
socicty in which hc lives, devclopes, and dics, A person who secks to frcc
himself from that influenec in the name of a2 metaphysieal, supcrhuman and
perfeetly egotistical "freedom' aims at his own cxtermination as a human
becing, And thosc who rcfusc to usc that influcnec on others, withdraw from
all activity of social life, and by not passing on thecir thoughts and focl-
- ings, wark for their own destruction, Tharcforc this so-callcd independence,
which 1s prcached so by the idcalists amd thce motaphysicians : this so-call-
¢d 'individual libcrty'! is only thce destruction of cxistcnec,
) In naturc as wcll as human society, which is mcver anything clse than
part oft that samc nature, cvery crcaturc cxists on eomdition that hc trics,
as mueh as his individuality will pcrmit, to influwnec thc lives of others,
The destruction of that indirecct influcnec would mcan dcath, And when we
dcsire thc frecdom of the masscs, we by no means want to destroy this mat-
ural influcnec, which individuals or groups of individuals, crceatc through
their own contract,

'

What we seck is thc abolition of the artificial, privilegecd, lawful,
and pfficial influence, If the Church aml Statc ware @rivate institutions, .
wc should bc, cwn then, I supposc their opporents, But wec would not have
protcstcd against their right to exist, True, in a scnse, thecy aee,todsy,
privatc institutions, as they cxist cxeclusively to consarw the intercsts
of the privilcged classes, Still, we opposc them, bceausc they use all the
power of the masscs to foree their rulce upon the latter in an authoritarian,
official, and brutal manncr,




If the International could have arganised itself in the State manmer,
we, its most enthusiastic friends, would have become its bitter enemies,
But it cannot possibly organise itself in such a form, The International
cannot recognise limits to human fellowship and equality, whilst the State
cannot exist unless it llmlts, by terrltorlal pretensions, such fellowship

and equallty.

~ History has shown us that the realisation of a league of all the
States in the world, about which all despots have dreamed, is impossible,
Hence those who speak of the State, mecesarily think and speak of a world
divided into different States, who are internally opporessors and externally
despoilers i.e., enemies-to each other, The State, since it involves thls |
division, oppression, and despoilation of humanity, must represen‘c the neg- -
ation of humanity and the destru;ct ion of human society, .

There would not have been any sense in the organisation of the vrorkezrs
at all, if they had not aimed at the overthrow of the State, The Internat-
ional arganises the masses with this object in view, to the end that they |
might reach this goal., And how does 11: arganise them ?

Not from the top to the bottom, by imposing & seeming unity and order
on human society, as the State attempts, without regards to the differences
of interests arising from the differences of occupation, On the contrary,
the International organises the masses from the bottom upwards, taking the
social life of the masses, their real aspirations, as a starting point, and
encour aging them to unite in grouvs according to their real interests in
-~ society, The International evolves & unity. of purpose and creates a real
. equilibrium of aim and well-being out of their natural difference in life

and oceupation,

, Just because the Intermational is orga.nlsed in this way it defvelopes
a real power, Hence it is essential that every member of every group should
be acquainted thoroughly with all its mrinciples, Only by these means will
~he make a good wopagandlst in time of peaceand a real revolutlomst in time
of war, -

We all know that eur program is just, It expresses in a fow short words
the just and humanc demands of the Proletariat, Just because it is an ab-
solutely humane program, it contains all thc symptoms of the social revol-
~ution, It proclaims the destruction of thc, old and thc crcation of thc new

world

This is the main point whieh we must explain to all members of the Int-
ernational, - This program substitutes a new seicnee, & ncew philosophy for
thc old religion, And it defines a new international poliecy, in placc of
the cold diplomacy, It has no other objeet than the overthrow of thc Statcs,

In order that the membcrs of the International scientifically fill
their posts, as revolutionary provagandists, it is nmeccssary for cvery one
to be imbucd with thce now sc:Lencc;, philosophy and ' policy : the newspirit of
the International, ,

It is not enough to declare that we want the cconcnaie freedom of the
workers, a full rcturn for ow labour, the abolition of all elasscs, the end
of political slavcry, the realisation of all human rights, cequal duties and
justice for all: in a phrase the unity of humanity., All this, is, without
doubt, very good and just, But when the workers of the Inturnaticnal go on
repeating these phrases, without grasping their truth and meaning, they have
to face the danger of reducing their Jjust claims to empnty words, cant, whieh
is mouthed withou% understanding.




It might be answered that not all workers, even when they are members
of the International, can be educated, It is not emnough, then, that there
are in the organisation, a group of peonle, ,Who - as far as possible-~ are
acquainted with the science, philosophy and pollcy of Socialism ?-Camot
the wide mass follow their 'brotherly advice' mot to turn from the right
path, that leads ultimately to the freedom of the Proletariat ?' o

The authoritarian coxmmnlsts in the Intérmational often make use of
These arguments, although they have wanted the courasge to state them so
- freely and so clearly, They Lave sought to hide their real opinion under

demagogic compliments about the cleverness amd all-powerfulness of the pe,dple.

file were elways the bitterest ememy of this opinion, And we are con-
vinced,that, if the International split into two groups - a big majority,
and small minority of ten, twenty ar moré peoplé - in such a way, that the
majority were blindly convinced of the thcoretical and practical sense of
the minority, the result would be the reduction of the Irbernational to an
ollgarchy - the worst form of State,

The educated and capable minority would, togethcr with its responsib-
ilitiecs, demand the rights of a governing body, And this governing bocy
would mrove more despotic than an avowed autocracy, because it would be
" hidden beneath a show of servile respect for the will of the people,

The minority would rule through the medium of resolutions, imposed
upon the peoplc, and afterwards called “the will of thc people', In this
way, the educutdéd minority would devclope into a governmment, which like all
gevernments, would grow overy day more despotic and rcac tionary, :

The Intecrnational then can beecme a *-;-:eapon for liberating the-pcople,
when it frecs itself : vhen it doss not permit itself to bec divided into
two groups - a big majority the blind tool of an cductade minority, That is
way its first duty is tc imprint upon the minds of its mmbn,rs the scicnee,
phllosophy, and policy of. Soculllsmo. | .
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aa dress on: Th@ infer“hcthohoﬂ
pf/l the workers &the sphynx

L. . ‘The international claims for each the full product of his labour :
meaning by that his complete and equal mght to enjoy, in common with his
fellow workers, the full amanities of life and hanpiness that the collect-
ive labour of the people creates, The International decalres that it is
wrong for those who produce nothing at all to be able to maintain their
insolent riches, since they do so only by the work of others, Like the Ap-
ostle Paul, the International mainatins,that, " if any would not work,
neither should he eat," :

The International avers that the right to the noble neame of labour

belongs exclusively to productive labour, Some years ago, the young King
vwf Portugal paid a visit te his august father~in-law, the King of Italy,
He was mresented to a gathering of the Working Men's Association at Turin:
and there, surrounmded by wcrkers, he uttered these memorable. words . :"Gent—
- lemen, the present century is the century of labour, We all labout'. I, too
labouwr for the good of ny people,”™
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Hovwever flattering this likening of royal labow to working-class
labour may appear, we cannot accept it, Ve must recognise that royal
labour is a labouwr of consumption aml not of mroduction, Capitalists,
moprietors, contractors also labour : but all such labour is parasitic,
since it has no other: object than to transfer the real products of lab-.
owr from the hands of the workers, whose toil ereates them, into the
possession of those who do not create them, to serve the purpose of -
those who do not create them, to serve the purpose of further gain and
exploitation, Such labour cannot be considered roductive labour, In
this sense, thieves and brigands labour also, Roughly, they risk every
dgy their liberty and their life, But they do not wark,

The International recognises intellectual labour- that of men of
science -as woductive labour, It places the application of science to
industry, and the activity of the argenisers and administrators of ind-
ustrial and commercial affairs, in the categaory of useful or mroductive
labour, But it demands for all men a narticipation as much in manual
labour as in the labour of the mind, The question of how much manual
and how much mental labour a person shall comtribute to the community
must be decided not by the mivileges of birth ar soeial status, but by
suitability to the natural capacities of each, developed by equal opp-
ortunity of edncation and instruction,

Only thus can class distinctions and privileges disappear,

o The International declares that, so long as the working masses are
plunged in the misery of economic servitude, ALL SCyCALIED REFORMS AND
RBVEN SO-CALIED POLITICAL REVOLUTIONS of a seeming proletarian character,
will avail them nothing, They are condemned to live in a forced ignorance
and to accept a slave status by the economic organisation of wage-slave

society.

T Consequently, the International urges the workers in their own int-
erests, material as well as moral, - anl moral because so complectely and
thoroughly and equally materially for each and all - to subordinate all
seeming political questicns to definite ecormomic issues, The material
mcans of an cducation and of an existence really human, are,for the @ro-
letariat, the first condition of liberty, morality and humenity,

4. The Inter mational declares that the reccecard of past centuries, the
legacy of class exploitation, as well as contemporary cxperience, should
have ccnvinced the workers that they can expect no social amelioration
off of their lot from the genercsity of the mrivileged classes, There is
no justice in class socicty, since justice can only exist in equality;
and equality mcans thc abelition of class and privilege., There never has
been and there never will be a generous or just ruling class, The class
-5 and orders existing in present day society - clergy, bureaucracy,
nobility, bourgéisie ~ dispute far nower only to consolidate their own
strength and to increase their profits within the system, The Internation
-al exists to express tre truth thet henceforth, the warking class must
take the direction of ite own affairs into its own hands,

Da Once the working class clearly under stands itseclf, its solidarity
will find expression in the workers! councils, ar federation of councils,
Then there will remain no power in the world that ean resist the workers,

6. To this end, the International affirms that the moletariat ought
to tend, mot to thc cstablishwent of a new rule, or of a new eclass for
its alleged profit as a class, but to the definite abolition-of all rule,
of ¢very class, Dictatorship, political seetarianism, all spell power,
cxploitation, and injusticc, Thc¢ working class through its internmational




organisation must'express the realisation of justiee and liberty, without
distinction of race, colour, nationality, or faith - all to fully exercise

the same duties and enjoy the same rights,

Te The cause of the working class of the entire world is ome, is solid-
arlty, aeross and in spite of all State fronkiers, Exmressing that common
purpose, that complete working class identity of interest, The Inter nation-
al. pro¢laims the international ore-ness of the workers' cause, It pioneers
the definite international association of the workers of the world in a
¢hain of workers! councils,

Th'e.cause of the workers is internat ional because, pushed by an inev-
itable law that it inherent in i%, bourgeois capital in its threefold empl
oyment - in industry, commnerce, and in banking speculations - has been
tending, since the beginning of the CI9th,, towards an organisation more
and more international and ¢omplete, enlarging each day more, and simult-
ancous in all counmtries, the abyss whiech separates the working world from
the bourgeois world, From this fact, it results that, for every warker
endowed with intelligence amd heart, for every worker who has vision and
affection for his companions in misery and servitude ; who is c¢onscious
of the situation of himself amd of his e¢lass, and of hls"aétual interest :
the real country is henceforth the international camp of" labour. + And the
true local orgam satlon of that camp 1s thc workers! council |

To every work r, truly Jorthy of the nane, the worl’ors of so-called
forolgn countrles, Wwho suffer amd arc Oppressed as he is 0ppressed, are
infinitely nearcr aml more immediate kin than the bom-geomie of his own
country, who enrich themseclves to his detriment, Because of this the
- warkers' eouncils will rcplace the geographizal unit of false democracy
the national Statc, AR
8e The dcliverancc of the working class from the opnression anmd cxploit-
ation whieh it enjoys in all countries alikc, must bc intermational, In
thosc lands which arc bound by means of crcdit, industry, and comnerce ,the
cconomic aml social emencipation of the working class must be achicvcad
almost simultancously by a common struggle cnding in a triumphant challcengp
to the cxisting political constitution of the world, The cconomic cmancip-
ation of thc working. class is the Toundation of the political cmancivnation
of thc wvarld, Rcalising this thc International prcaches thc mrolctarian
duty and mcasage ef fratcrnity.

By thc¢ duty of fratcarnity, as wcll as by the call of cnlightencd sclf-
intcerest, the workers arc called upon to cstablish, arganisc and excreisc
the greatest practical solidarity, industrial, communal, mrovincial,nation-
al and intcrnational : begiming in their workshop, their homs, their
tcncment, their strect, their politival group and extcecnding it to all their
tradc socictics, to all thedir tradc wopaganda fcderations, a closc indust-
rial solidarity, |

. They ought to obscrve this solidarity serupulously, and practicc it in
all the developments, oatastrophcs, and incidents of the inecssant daily
struggle of thc labouwr of thc vorker against the stolen-“ecapital of thc bour-
gcolisic; all those demands and claims of hours and wages, strikcs, and cvery
question that relates to the cxistenec, vhether material or moral, of the
working people, '

The rcevolt of the workers and the matural arganisation of human solid-
ority through thc frec but involuntary and incvitablc fcderation of all
working class groups in thc vorkcers' council! This, then, is the answer te
th¢ cnigmn whieh the Cepitalist sphynx forccs us today to solw, throatcning
. to dcvour us if we do not solve it,

-
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-k From this truth of practlcal solidarlty or frate:rnlty of- struggle th.at‘
I have laid down as the first pr'lncn.ple of the International, flows a the-
oretlcal consequence of equal importance. ) SR DN

. The workers are able to unite ‘as a class for class economic action,

| because all religious philosophies, and systems of marality which prevail
in any given order of society are always the ideal. express1on of 1ts real, e
;materlal situation, | A

Theologies, :philosophies and ethics define, first of all, the economie

organisation of society; and secondly, the political arganisation, which is
itself nothing but the legal,and,violent, consecration of the economio
order., Consequently, there are not sewveral religions of the ruling class;
there is one, the religion of mroperty. And there are not several religions
of the working class: there is one, the piety of struggle, the vision of
emancipation, perctrating the fog of every mysticism, and firding utterance
in a ‘thousand prayers, - Wi

Worksrs of all orecds, liko the workers of all lands, have but one
faith, hope and charity: ore common purpose ovcer leaps the barriers of seem=
ing hatreds of race and creed, The warkers arc one class, ami thercforc onme
race, onc faith, one nation, This is the thcoretical truth to be induccd
from thc praetical fraternal solidarity of the International organisation,
Church and Statec arc liquidatecd in ths v1tal organlsatlon of the worklng
class, the genius of frec hun:anlty. : ~

It has been stated that Protestantism established liberty in Eurone.,
This is a great error, It is the ee¢onomic ,meterial emancipation of the -
bourgeois class which, in spite of Protestantism, has created that-exclus-
ively politiecal and leggl liberty, whieh is too easily confounded with the
grand, universal, human liberty, which only the proletariat can oreate.j

| The necessary acceompanimemt of bourgeo:Ls legal and pollt:u-al liberty )
appearanoes to the contrary notwithstamding, is the intellectual, anti-
Chrlstlan, and anti-religious emancipation of the bourgeoisie, The capltal--
ist rullng class has no religion, nmo ideals, and no illusion, It is cynical
am unbellevu:g because it denies the real base of humen society, the com-
plete ‘éthancipation of the working class,

Bourgeols soclety, by its very nature of interested professionalism, |
mist maintain centres of authority amd exploitation, -ealled States. The lab-
ourers, by thelr very economio nsods, must challenge such eentres of oppreéss
-icn, ‘:3 : {1 3' ¢ : B

The inherent @ inciplcs of luman cxistence arc summed up in the single
lae of solidarity, This is the golden rule of humanity, and my be formulated
thus : no person can recognisc ar rcalisc his or her own humanity cxcept by
rceognising it in othcrs nnd co co-oparating far its realisation by eash and
all, No man. can emanoipate himself sawvc by ecmancipating with him all the men
about hlm. |

My llberty is the llborty of overybody. I cannot be free in idea until
I am free in fact, To bc free in idea and not frec in faet is to be in revolt,
To be frec in fact is to have ny liberty omd ny right, to find their confirm-
ation, ond sanction in the llbbl"ty and right of all mankind, I am frcc only
when 2ll men arc Ty equals. (fir st and foremo st economlca]ly).




What all nther meh are is of the greatest importance to me, However in-
dependent I may imagme myself to be,i however far removed I may be from min-
dane considerations by my social status, I am enslaved to the misery of the
meanest member of society., The outcast is nmy daily menace, Whether I.'am Pope,
Czar, Emperor, or even Prinme Minister, I am alwgys the ereature of their
cir cumstance, the conscious produet of their ignorance, want and clamouring,
They are in slavery, and I, the superior ome, an enslaved in consequence,

Far example, if such is the case, I am an entightened or imtelligent
man, But I am foolish with the folly of the people, ny wisdom stumed by their
needs, my mind palsied, I.am a brave man, but I am & coward of the people's
fear, Their misery appals e, and every day I shrink from the struggle of life,
My career becomes an evasion of living, ‘A rich man I tremble before their
poverty, because it threatens to engulf me, I discover I have no riches in
~ myself, no wealth but that stedén from the common life of the common people,
. As & privileged man I turn pale at the people's demand for ,]ust 1ce. I feel a
menace in that demand -

| The cry is ominous and I am threatened, It is the feeling of the male=
- factor dreading, yet awaiting for inevitable arrest, My life is privileged
end furtive, But it is not mine, I lack freedom and comtentment, In short,

wishing to be free, though I am wise, brave, rich, and mivileged, I camot
be free because my immediate associates do not wish men to be free; and the

' mass, from whom all wisdom, bravery, riches, and privileges ascend, do mot

~ know how to securc their freedom, The slavery of the common people makc them
the instruments of my opporession, For m: to be free, they must be free, We
must e¢onguer brc,ad and frecdom in common, -

-~ The true, human liberty of a singlc individual implies thc emancipation
of all : beecausc, thanks to the law of solidarity, vhich is the matural basis
of all human society, I cannot be, feel, and know myself recally, complctcly

frece, if I am not surroundcd by men as free as mysc,lf The slavery of cach is

ny slavrc,r Yo

| It follows that the question of individual liberty is mot & personal but

a social and cconomic question that depends on the deliverance of the working
"~ glasgs for its rcalisation, Thet in turn, involvcs thco spontaneous organisation
and capacity for ceconomic and socisl acfion through.the voluntary and froc
grouping of all warkers! organisations 1nbo the worksrs'counc ils, Thc Red:.
Associat ion of those who toil!
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Polltlcal freedom without economic eouallty is & ;r:r'etenoe, a fraud, a
,lle 4 and the war kers want no lylng. L N

The workers strive after 8 furﬁampntal traanm mation of society, the
result of which must be the abolition of elasses, equally in economiec as in
political respects: after, a system of society in which 211 men will enter the
world under special conditions, will be able to uni‘old and develors themaalwvos
’ _worh and enJoy the . good thlngs oi‘ h.fe. These are the demands of justice,

; But how can we from the abyss of 1gnorance, of misery and slavery, in
which the workers on the: land and in the city are sunk, arrive at that para-
dise, that realisation of justice and manhood ? Far this the workers have one

means ¢ the workers! eouncil,




Through the aSSOOla‘b].OIl they braoe themselves up, they mutually,mpro
ve each other and, through their own effar ts, make an end of" that danger : ~
-eus ignorance which is the mein support of their slavery, By means of the
association, they leern to help, and mutually support one another, Thereby
they will reach, finally, a power which will ‘prove more powerful than. all
conferedated bourgeo:.s capltal and political powers Dut together.

The councll must ‘become THE organlsatlon in the mind of every worker,
It must become the password of every volitical and sgitutional argani,satl
of the wczrkers, the password of every group, in every industry throughout
all lands, Undoubtedly the council is the weightiest amd most hopeful sign
of the working class struggle, an 1nfalllble OlE n of the comirg complete
emanclpatlon of the warkers, |

BEXperience has mroved that the isolated associations are not more power
ful than arc the isolated workers, Even the federation of all workers assoge
iaticns of a single country would not be suffieiently powerful to stand up .
in conflict with the intermational combination of all mwofit-making world
capital,

Ecommc science establiches the fast that the cmancipation of the vrork
er is no IldthIlal question, Ne eountry, no matter how wcalthy, mighty, and
- well-sarved it may be, can undertake - without ruining itself and surrcndere
ing its inhabitants t6 misery - a fundamnetal altcration in the relations
twixt egpital and labour, if this alteration is not accomplished, at the

samec time, at lecast, in the greatest part.of the industrial countries of the.._-i
war lde Conscquently the question of the tmaneipation of the warker from the

yoke of capital and its represcntatives, is abowve all, an internatioml
question, Its solution is only possible; thc,rcfore, throug an international
movement, '

Is this internatioml movement a.scerct ideca, 2 consbiraey? Not in the

lcast, The intcrnational movement, the fecderation of courcils, docs not dict-

atc from above or mrescribe in seceret, It fedcrates from below and wills from
a thousand quarters, It spcaks in every group of warkers aml embraces the |
combined decisions of all the factions. The council is living democracy;

and whenever the asscciation formulates plansy, it foes it openly, and speaks

to all who will listen., Its word is the voice of labowr rec-rultlng its ener-

gies for the overthrow of capitallst onuress:l.on. At U S Ii 2

'

What does the councll sew' What is the demand it nnkes thr ough every

association.of those who toil and think, in every 1actosry, in every country? "

What doe s 11: request 7
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.TUSTICE t The str 1ctest juqhnp and the rights of humanity : %'he right
of mnhOOd, WOmFlTIhOOd, childhood, irrespoective of all distine l“]()ns Of birth
race or creed, The right to live and the obligation to wark to maintain that
right, Serviece from each to all ard from all to each, If this idea appesrs
appalling anl prodigious to the existent boulgeon.s eomew, S0 much the woraze

far this soeciety,

Is the“rbrkers,council a revolutionary enter prise ?' Yes and mo,

Thecounqil is revolufionary in the sense that it will replace a’seciety'

based upon injustice, exploitation, privilege, laziness, and authority, by

ore vhich is founded on justice and freedom for all menkird., In a word, it

wills an economic, poltical and social arganisatio:n, in which each person,
without prejudice to his matural and persomal :idiosynerasies, will finmd it

-
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equally possible to develope himself, to learn, to think, to work, to
be active, amd to enjoy life honourably, Yes, this it desires: and we rep-
eaty, once more, if this is incompatible with the existing organisation of

society, so mueh the warse for this soeciety,

Is the council revolutionary in the sense of barricades
uprisings ? No : the couneil concerns itself but little with

'polities! ; or , rather, one should say that the council takes no part in
it whatewver, The boirgeois revolutiomaries, anxious for some change of

power, anmd police sgents finding occupation in passirng explosions of sound
amd fury, are annoyed with the couneil on aecount of its indifference towe-

ards their activities and schemes of @vocation,

The workers council, the Red assoeiation of those who want and toil, . |
comprehended, long sinee, that each bourgeois politic - mo matter how red o
and revolutionary it might appear - served not the 'emant:ipation of the work |
-ers, but the tightening of their slawry., Even if the eouncil had not

comprehended this fact, the miserable game, which, at times,

‘republiean and even the bourgeois socialist plays, would have opened the

work ers' eyes, |

The workers! council, ever evolving more completely into the worker s

international movement, holds itself severely aloof from the
al intrigues, and knows today only one policy: to each group
his mropaganda, its extension and arganisation into struggle

- On the dgy when the great proportion of the warld's workers have assoc-
iated themselves through councils, and so firmly crganised through their
divisions into one common solidarity of movement, no revolution, in the sen=-
se of violent insurrection, will be mecessary, From this it will be seen that -
anarchists do not stani for abortive violence which its enemies attribute to -
it, Without such methods, justice will triumph, Oppression will be liquid-

ated by the direet power of the workers through asscciation,

there are impatient heads, aml some suffering, this will be the guilt of the ,

1

bour geoisie refusing to recognise what has happened, through

jon. To the triumph of the social revolution itself, violence will be unnec-

essarye
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Parliamentary democr

In the most democratic and free coumtries, such as England, Belgium,
Switzerland, and the U.S.A., the freedom and political njohts which the vork-
- rers enjoy ostensibly are merely fictitious, They, who arc slaves to their

masters in the social sense are slaves also in the political
neither the educetion, nor the leisurc, ror the independence

am violent
this kind of

"}

the bourgeois

dismal politic-
y to each worker:
and action,

Armd if that day,

their machimt-

B

acCy

sense, They hLave
which are so ab-

solutely mecessary for the free and thoughtfnl ewercise of their rights of

citizenship.

In the most democratic countries, those in whieh their is universsl suf-

frage, they have one dsy of mastery, or rather of fest ival, |

flection dsy, Once

. this: day, the bowrgeoisie, their daily opmressors and exploiter s, come before
' -theni5 hat in hand and talk of equality, trotherhé6d, and call Them a sovereign

people, whose very humble scvrvants and veprceentatives they wish to be, .

once this day is passed, fraternity and equality Aisper

pourgeoisie become once more the bourgeoisiej and the proletariat, the sover-

se like smoke; the .

eign veople, continme in their slavery, This is why the system of.z'ejgmesentat—
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ive democracy is so much applauded by the radical bourgeoisie, even when
in a popular direction, it is improved, completed, and developed through
the referendum and the direct legislation of the people, in which form

it 1s so strenusously advocated by a certain school of Germams, who strong-
ly call themselves- Soeialists (the Marxists),

FOR, SO IONG AS THE PEOPLE REMAIN SIAVES ECCNOMICALIY, THEY WILL AISO
REMAIN SLAVES POLITICALLY, EXPRESS THEIR SENTIMENIS AS SUCHs AND SUBORDIN-
ATE THEMSELVES TO THE BOURGEOISIE, WHO RELY UPON THE CONTINUANCE OF THE
VOTE SYSITEM I‘QR Tt. PRE» } VATION OF THREIR AUTHORITY | | :

Does that mean that we revolutlonary socialists are opposed to univ-
ersal suffrage,: and prefer limited suffrage ar the despotism of an individ
-ual ? By no means, What we assert is, that, universal suffrage in itself ,
BASED AS IT IS OIf ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL INEQUALITY, will never be fore the
people anything but a bait, and that from the side of the demorcatic bour-
geolslie, it will never be aught but a shameful lie, the surest implement
for strengthening, with a mgkebelieve of liberalism and justice, the ~etern
al domination of the exploiting and owning classes, and so suppress the |
freedom and interests of the peovle, Gplesat

Consequently we deny that the universel franchise in itself is a means
in the hands of the people for the achievement of economic and social equal

On this ground we assert that the so-called Social Democrats (eg the
Labour Party EDS.), who, in those countries, where universal suffrage does
not exist yet, exert themselves to persuade the people that they must o
achicve this before all else - as today the leaders of the social democrat-
ic partics are doing when they tell the people that politieal freedom is a .
nceessary condition-to the attainment of ceconomic freedom -arc themselves
gither the viectims of a fatal error c¢r they arec charlatans, Do they really
not know, or do they mretend not to know, that this preceding political
freedom i,c, that whieh necessarily cxists without ceconomic and social equ-
ality, since it should have to preccd these two fundamental equalities, will
be esscntially bourgecois frcedom, that is, foundcd on the econmic dependernce
of the pcople, and conscguently incapable of bringing forth its opposite,
the. ceconomiec and social frecdomy, and crecating such uconom:l.c frecdom as lcads
to the cxelusive frecdom of the bourgcoisic alome ?

~ Are thesc peculiar Social Demoerats viectims to a fallacy or are they -
be traycrs ? That is a wry delicatc question, whieh I prefer nmot to examine
too closely, To me it is certain, that there are no worse enemies of the
pecple than those who try to turn them away from the social upheaval, the
only change that can give them real freedom, justice, ard well-being, in |
order to draw them again .into the treacherous path of reforms, or of revol-
utions of an exclus:nvely political character whose tool, vietim, and deputy
social demoeracy alwgys has begn,
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The Oruanlsatlon ofLRevolutlonarV.Anarchlsts ne~a part of the

.Anarohlst Federation of Britain, it exists " to brlng together i

the 7evolutlonary elements in the A.F,B,., to develope a more
realistic theory and practlce y and , to open up commnication

~and cooperation with. other_llbertar;an;tenden01es.”

The ORA is working for the establishment of "a lively agitat-
ional paper, under the control of its producers, writers and
sellers ," ' |

At the moment 1t 1s,publlsh1ng at least one pamphlet every month
.~ as well as leaflets,

”iORA.If-IfTowarde a History and Critique of the anarchist
| movement in recent times' ., Sp + 2p postage.

ORA 2 - 'Theory and Praxis in anarchist organisation g
Sp + RPp postage.

“'ORA.3.- 'The BombthrOWefS - a study of terrorlsm..
IOP'T &P postage.

ORA 4 - 'Velther nashlngton nar'Hanol but leertarlan..
8001a11$m? e« 2D + 2D postage.

ORA 5 -i'Introductlon.to Revolutlonary.Anarchlsm.' e
IOp-r <D postage. RS

ORA 6 —"I + I —Io : Computor Ethies?
5p-72p postage.

QRA 7 = 'Bakunln —IEssays on.Revolutlon e
5p-f £p postage. |

for any of these pamphnets,-1nformation,on.QRA:

please write to :- | 2
- 68, Chingford Road,
- Walthamstow,
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