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THE BASIS T“O’R LTRLRTAPIAN COMNUNIST INTERVENTION

Our ferces in- any area of polltlcal ut1V1ty are very small, This gives
use two simple choices - firstly to limit ourselves to propaganda act1v1tyw
- leaflets, publishing, etc, because we are ,not able to initiate or
sustaln campaigning activity; secondly to.work W1th other groups on  the
left and/or W1th1n broader movementso,_.““, & S 2

Since this is so we must look at the ways in which such collaboratlons/
tactical turns can be accomplished and what dangers lie in them, We

must also considér them-in terms of our principles, our development of a:
otrategy, and their usefulness taCt10311Yo |

5 TRADITIONAL FORMS OF JOINT WORK ON THE LEFT

"A United Front from: below"

A tactic really applicable when revolutlonary forces already have some
strength, The idea is to create unity with the rank and file of reformist
(ie.Labour) working class organisations and unions around particular
issues and ‘campaigns. The result of this is designed to be a rift created
between the base and leadership of these organlsatlons. eZ.WRP8s 'Jobs
for Youth',and SWP*s 'Right to Work? campalgns.

A United: Front from above and below" :

An agreement W1th other worklng class organlsatlons on common actlon in
the face of common problems eg. the advance of fascism in Germany 1931-
33 could have been.fought in this way. This is based on a limited,common

platform and leaves those involved free to criticise each other and

carry on their independent works Summarlsed by Napoleon's maxim "March
seperately, strlke together.". : T

"Popular Front®

e L al — FRN

Tavented out of ‘the Comlntern's terror -of - fas01sm and the USSR's fear of
war in the mid 30's, The basis from whlch todayts Peaceful Road to
Socialism has been developed (see the new draft CP programme).This is
usually expressed as "uniting all the progressive forces against fascism
(or war, or the big monopolies etc.depending upon the period). It means
a non-aggression pact between those concerned. This is bad enough in
1tself but, because it aligns with reformists, liberals and "small capitalV
if actually liquidates the essential feature of revolutionary politics -
ve independence of the working class, tying it to a whole string of
nfwly discovered 'pros*ess1ves' (French and British capitalists when
being anti-German wasg “he key, today it means a subordination to the -
Jones and Scanlons, and to 'patrlctlc" Torles who happen to be antl—
Common Market.) : '
We see this line workwng throughout ‘the Broad Lefts in the trades unions
and student unions,

SUMMARY

1.United Fronts are united class rronts. Popular Fronts are a betrayal of
1ndependent worklng class pollt*cs.
-A united front requires a clear, agreed, and limited, common platform and
the freedom of criticism and debate. It is not “an agreement to differ" on
an unclear ba81s 11ke a lot of 1MG sponsored worke

2 - THE UNITED FRONT AND LIBERTAR nN COMMUNIST POLITICS
gr}n01ple | | | |

The working class power we strlve for 1s a pluralist workers democracy. The
cliass exsr0131ng power for and by itself requires our historic struggle
against the substitution of the: vanguards. However the soviets/councils/
collectives cannot}be:"non—pollt,,al". They will in reality refgect all the-
groups, ideas, and currents within the revolutionary class movement. Our
task is to ensure:that this unity and diversity is maintained because it 1is




the safeguard for the building of a communist order,

The workers council in the revolutionary period is the highest form of the
united front, Therefore in trﬂs sense the unlted front 18 a prlnc1ple for
llbertarlan communisfs« | '

Strategy

There has been no large sized and long lastlng revolutlonary experlence in
the British working class development’ since the Chartists. Libertarian
experiences are even more rare gnd short lived. It is a matter of historical
fact that the political culture of the British working class has been dom-
inated by social democratic reformism for 50 yzars. What is different from
other European working class communities for wanich the same is true is that
there is very little revolutionary culture and tradition beneath this (ege.
despite the dominance of Labour Qad CP brands of reformism the French

and is a far more polltlcal clas'» Italy is 31mllar, there are parallels
in Germany and S0 ONe.e...) THis i: due largely to Britain's "favoured
position as the first capitalis® and first imperialist power in the world
- making it poegsible for craft distinctions to create. an aristocracy of
labour -:itself, of key importancs for the development and continuing
xmprxXxRER strength of social democracy in the formnoftthe.Labour Party,

Thus although we face the disintegration of labourdsm's hold on the working
class, its largest result is mgss apathy and conﬁus1on, with fasclst and
pOpullst minorities at least as significant in the current period as those
groups taking up revolutionary pOllthSo Even with the most favourable
circumstances for the development of "revolutionary consciousness, confused
and diverse movement are going to be the hallmark of working class
develOpments in the forseeable future (eg.’ the 'differentials’ struggles
which contain as many dangers as possibilities)., A United Front of
revolutionaries will be the only means that the small forces of the left
can effect these movements., helping them tc come to advanced solutions

and further understanding of the circumstances of their struggle - to
bring them forward to the point where the distinctions between the
revolutionary groupuscules become immedialz questions. |

Tactlcs

a),0ur forces are small. By ourselves we find it. dlfflcult to do more than
make propaganda. A 'mited Front enables us to take part in wider work
in a period when th;z is essential.

b).This wider work iz nbsolutely necessary for our development, It isn't
to comment on the i lutles of libertarian communicm and tack this onto
articles and leafl:ts vroduced and parachuted into struggles or issued
after them. We can >nly develope our political understanding and thence
our effectiveness Tirough applving what we think we. know in activity
that will test, |

WITH WHOM IS FRONT WO A PCSSIBLE?

1.In particular campa:igns Chile, _reland etc. there is no question of .
choosing who to work with. It i¢ necessary to work with those already
active on the. lines and demand¢ agreed by Xk our organisation and further
necessary to try and involve p>)ple simply on the basis of these, wherever

they come from,

2.A United Front operates on a T roader area than these campaigns and therefore
provides both the absolute neceasity for a clearly defined basis of cooper-
ation and the necessity for us .o be able and ready to carry out both the
cooperation on a practical levzi that will create a front and the critical/
confrontation role within it 1u1t will enable us to (a) produce an effect
on the other people with whom we are working in terms of positively
effecting their politics (b) <1“engthen the organisation politically.

J.Examples of current activitii es that take on various of the characteristics

- of a united front include tne ‘acialist Teafhers Alllance,J8001allst



Students Alliance, Working Womens' Charter, Nalgo Action, and toa lesser
extent (which we must set out to correct) the Campaign for Democracy 1n,
the Labour Movement,

It can be seen that: in this context we are working with. 'the revolutionary

left!?, - P | %

4,This does not exclude us from working w1th other people and groups. i o
IF there was a p0331b111ty for'_Ax'programmatlc and practlcal base for
for the leertarlan Industrial and Students networks then obV1ously
they should. also be an 1mportant area of work. Slnoe our role in these
is limited to arguing (a) for politics, and then, (b) for revolutionary .
politics, we have to db it but it certainly isn't any use making either
of them the focus of a 1ot of effort. That in many cases joint work is |
not: possible with 'libertarians' is not a reflectlon of any choice on
our part. byt simply eV1demce that the bulk of libertarians are unable to
break from propagandlsm. We must seek to draw the other llbertarlans into .
unlted work to (a) ‘produce changes in their development and to (b) reduce 
our 1solation within the revolutionary left, .

5,A turn into broader movements should not be seen as an 'easy way' out of
isolation, Most of the libertarian groups find life a lot eagier hiding '
in their ghettoes, To be politically effective it requires us to think
clearly about what we are doing and what is possible from the given
situatlon and to fight hard for 1t. | v

Section Two ~THE PROGRAMME

The first requirement of taking up United Front work ig then to be as clear
in our views as we can be, Qur programme is the basis of this and its devel-
opment is the yardstick of our learning, of our Progress, within the |
changing experience of the working class mo¥ement, o |

It can be seen that the argument for our acceptance of unlted work is. llnked:
with that which we have been carrying on for months about the development of
our polltlcs. It is sufflclent therefore to summarlse the arguments andoany

new conclusions.

1.Political development is a collective question, The shared ahalysis of
shared eg#perience. This is the basis of a political organisation that seeks

to change things. (Acceptance of the way pcople think now and organising

around that is qulte simply a conservative approach and rapidly produces the
appropriate politics, or lack of them,) | oy

2.We have said that "propagandism" is not enough., Its twin is 'activ1sm'
rushing about and doing "anyyhlng that happens®, Revolutionary work is applylng
specific knowledge in defined situations in a way that's. intended to test the

limits of the situation and the ideas we hold.
3.0n the general level the dialectical argument that the worklng class is in

absolute conflict with capitalism,is true., However, asxin other cases,
general truths are not guides to the ‘analysis of particular situation, except
in method, If we operated as if this were the main truth governing revolution-
ary politics, then we'd expect spontaneous revolutions and adapt ourselves

to every one of the defensive solutions of working class individuals - the
'lump', doing the meters, petty theft, alcoholism etc. etc. So revolutoinary
politics is not adapting to the particular attitudés or habits of any section
of the class, it is fighting for collective sodutions, advanced demands and
methods of struggle in opposition to the ideas and actions of the working
class in a non-revolutionary period.

This opposition is reflected by our political programme being much more than a
compilgtion of demands already acceptable within the working class movement,

Our arguments, our actions, our demands must pose the next. questions,problems,
conflicts,to be faced, Revolutionary poliifics is based on 'being good trade

unionists', must must go far beyond this.
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Mlovions

. AWA recognises that the struggles facing the British working class in the
neaxr future can only. be’ served by united front activities between the

groups on the revolutionary lefts AWA will play its part in the developmen+
of these united front activites after Jjudging the partlcular problems of

each, AWA will participate in such action wherever possible by fightilig for
a2 clear and agreed hasis for cooperation which zuarantees the right of
criticism of all groups involved. '

AWA gives priority to activity in united front wvork, such as thé Socialist
Teachers Alliance, Socialist Studeants Alliance, Working Womens'! Charter.

and nthe Campaign for Democrecy in the Labour Movement. We will continue to
participate in libertarian talk shcps siich and LIN, and LSN, but princip--
ally in terms of drawing the best veople involved with these into joint
activity with us to create ¢ libertarian presence in unlteé front work .

The AWA commits itself to working for a publlc sector alllance.-The elemen’ -
of wx the programme we will fight for in establlshlng such an alllance Wlll
include = | L5 AT F a0
REVERSE THE CUTS -~ we will fight for the groups set up to oppose cuts to-
pose the questionz of the necessarannd possible levelsi
of services, ik et MEACR o e o S R

NO REDUNDANCIES, WORKSHARTNG ON FULL PAYX (A STIDING SCALE OF HOURS).. .~
A SLIDING SCALE OF VAGES | ' i A |
OPEN THE BOOKS OF L.E.A.'S. hoHe A.ta etc, TO TRADE UNIQON INSPECTIQN . i ™%

A SLIDING SCALE OF PUBLIC IEXPENDITURE - . | |
-~ to maintain the level of aservices at their real money valuae

whilst leaV1ng us free to fight for 1mprovement and extenei
TOTAL BAN ON OUTSIDE CONTRACT B e i

OR PERMANFNT, DELEGATE . LIASCN BODIES TO C ORDINATE ALL PUBLIC SECTORxUNIC&L
& we will fight to make . t]ﬂse as democratic as possible and

to link xRex to them community organlsatlpns.

FOR UNITED STRIKE ACTION AGAINST THE CUTS ..
- we w21l expoge the token na*ure of the *opp031t10n' from .the

TU lcaderships. To this end we will suppprt any work in tiois
diréc.tion by Nalgo Action and other demorratic rank and fil
bOth" S o




. WHAT HAS AWA ACCOMPLISPHD IN REGENT MONT HS ?

""""9 'O'lo ooooooooooooooo '0000000.

Individuals and groups have been a ctive and ha ve gal ed from
discussions in AWA, .But what ha s the organlsatlon done as a whole;

either in increasing commitment or educating or giving direction to
the membership; or in co-ordina ting intervention in the class: struggle°

How much would have been acomplished anyway as 1ndiu1duals on the rev.,
left. oo-ppera tlng with other groups3? |

AIMS WL SET: OURDLLVLS 5 e

We have various p01101es on fighting sexism, on child care, on
anti-fascism and ~racism, on Ireland and 1nternatlonal solidarity, on
community  issues, on TUs, on fighting cuts and unemployment, etc.

The commissions were an attempt to improve the situation where the
policies were only patchily implimented, mostly restrloted to propaganda
local intervention and pressure an united “fronts.  There is d wide: w
variety of positions and priorities within AWA. OSome commissions have
establis hed good internal communica tlons but have clarified differ-
ences ra ther than reaching conclusions. We -have at bestonly a handful
of cdes .in any one area-o f work; thus when agreement is reached only

a few people ean do anything a bout anythi ng except the biggest demos .
While we may fractionally influence the size of an event we have little

influence as an organisation ON its nature. This is also due to our
ina bility to a gree on the rela tive importance of activities with a

high degree of self organisation but less overt politlics, or more
conventional labour movement aotlvitles -eg self help health groups or
fighting the cuts, 'fight to live' or 'right to work'. Even when we
recognise the importance of (relatively) large campaignswe still have
the problem of whether to remain blg fish in small ponds or become small

fish in'a large pond.
‘The former would (if we have a co- ordinated commitment) allow us to

test our. policies in practice - but betrays a cynlcal attitude to the
class struggle. Up to no w we have only developed theory and praotioe
by reashing o née position, then either oontinuing to argue on paper,
or examining the effects of implimentation of comparable (but in the

long ‘run quite different) policies: by groums large enough to have a
noticeable impact. None:the less the structurel principle of commlssiqns

is the best way to turn a set of 1 ndividuals within a n organisation®
into an intervention capable of actually stimulating and influenciang
the class struggle in a particular area,,winning pasiyions in united

fronts (seé documents o n UFs and  Programme) and being able to .learn
ourselves from this. I t requires however a commitment to colléctive

practice a nd to an understanding of the dialectical relationship
betwwen theory and practice, betwoen the vanguard and the class - not
a looalised, empirioal approaoh - p - |

INTERNATIONALISM oA T |
We have held our own in retaining links with sympathetlo organisationq

and a cde in Ireland is a gain, but essentially a few cdes have done a
lo t of translating and written articles for AW and there has been little
further use apart from occasional propaganda. On a wider scale indlivid-
uals are active in the MDC, TOM, Anti- A partheid etc; IMRO was our

star turn but has been put a side for lack o f time. We are no nearer
a Libertarian Communist International, no neaeer a critical assessment
of the class struggle in other countries which can be made relevant to

the class here.

TU WORK

Apain as isolated militants. The OMC(Ordinary members charter) is
an qriginal development but what do we do with it? It can be used 1n
leaflets Dby AWA members, but AT MOST this co uld lead to raising it
lna dogzen or so branches - and how many would fight a ctively for 1t
(a2 propa ganda leaflet by itself won't lead to anything being taken up
dny where where we don't have a presence). The only future wou 1ld be in



have we done p2

.............

.

T he best educatlonal and agitational toll we have. Its rare appear-

anpeseverely limlts this,.eand is partly due, to small -size. “The '’ °
main’ problem now seems tc be sroduotion - it® 'sells when people bother
to try, articles come in 0K, but some cdes who a re in a positivbn to
do some shit work, or make constructive critlcism restrict themselves 3
to saying that they don t like it and it doesn't appeal to their sort of
2 vdience so -they won'st contribute. - how do they think it should 'be cha-~ .
nged then - by telekinesis?.. =

The effect is that people a re 1nterested and flnsd it useful when
it comes out (as shown by personal comments letters etc) “but 1oose
interest before the next one and drift away ' SO R R

5%&@3%%6&K%XWaﬁmﬂﬂ%ﬁEdﬁE%f@ﬁE*BE%EE@?HBN? Tk e ety B g % e,

PEXFSWEREEE G YR RAES S 0TI LR D TR e
RECRUITMENT - ... . | 7 MG AT A e S I TGO wmfrai; §

Since last oonferenoe we halve lost more than we have gained.  We ' -
have milked the anarchist movement dry and more or less exhausted omr:
personal contacts, but those approaohlng from other directlons tend =
to love us and leave us for more effeotlve groups i for solely |
'dri nklng in company'’ L e .

rDUOATION ANr TnEORETICAL DEVELO PM?VT i |

Following rapers onh marxism and. anarchlsm and contributions in 1Bs .
on Anarchism and. MarX1sm 'and eyc we have a greater if no t.an origlnal
understanding of olass society and communism; The problem of deriuing
practice remains. ~ AR R Sy

The most significant development is the deoision to adopt a - programme,
to use. trans1tional demands to relate to and require action on immediate
problems of the w/c but also call wider aspects of capitalism into |
question,.stimulate self-organisation and" pose the cuestion of o verall
control of so ciety. We have not been able as yet to décide on the |
programme we need even ag a tempora ry measure, as‘-we have a very
limited range of experience to draw on, but programatic demands, part-
icularly the. Sliding Scale are at present being raised and a dophed by
AWA members amo ng others in U/Fs. Howver a section of AWA has =
retreated so far that they no longer thlnk the organisation: should BF
unite. around any demands transitional or no % ‘6ther than! the most:
utoplan - begplng the cuestion of what the hell is the point of an
organlsatlon 2t all.

IGs dooument on Programme and the perspeotives for U/F work in this
IB are the basis for the next s tep 1In our development - the understndi-
ng o £ the implications of 2 programatic approach axma& within U/Fs, as
defined by the present sta te of class struggle. Analyses of that
are contained in commission d ocuments and TAP, but should be enlarged

on; future education S hou ld 1 nolude aquiring the ability to identify
the forces at work . ”

.'.AR;pinfoonsultation*with other tendency members.,
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Qutie gsome time ako, P.E.N. (of Colchester) responded with a letter to the
arpearance of '"Towards A Brogramme!, Most comrades ahve already seen this, but
1 take the liberty of appending here hte mogt relevant section (in my estimation)
o2 a ppint of departure for this décument,

"But it 1s not so mugch the terminology of '"Towards A Programme' that I object
“0 g0 much as the 'programme' itself. In a recent gontroversy on anarchism in the
“Socialist Standard', the editors of that journal suggested that most anarchigts
were merely reformists, One writer, who admitted that among some contributors to
‘Freedom! there were 'liberals' and reformigts, hotly denied that anarchists were
in fact reformigsts. Nevertheless the 'Tendency' dcoes bear out some of the 'Socialist
Ctandard' accusations: it pours forth reform after reform! We get demands that the
incomes of 'managers, directors and shareholders be reduced to thatf{of) the .
~¥ the lower paid producers' (shades of lLenin!);'a wealth tax on individual company
profits to feed a national invegtment fund'. And so on .,..This 1s not just reford-
~sm; it is social 'democracy!.

Realising the obvious criticism, the writers then suggest that it is an answer
which goes beyond the vagueness of 'have a revolution' - as if revolutlonary
anarchists and communists have ever used such a phrase. And sinking even further
into the 'muck and mire' a 'Towards A programne' continues: 'Advoeation of such
» geries © ° should not obscure our committment to the revolutionary overthrow of

O

capitalism by the woik ing class and the reorganisation of production around work-
arg! and community councils, It should be pregented as the line of deZence of wokke®
ersg’ Interegts we advocate precisely because we realise that the working class

Goes not pogsess a Tevolutionary consciousmess' ' etc What a contradievtion. We
adyocate revolution; yet, as the workers, as yet, do not possess a 'revolutionary
consclousness', we also advoeate a number of!'immedliate demands' and reforms: SO we
ci@ gsupposed to worg for the termination of capitilsim as well as its reformation
at cne and te same time, Just because #evolution is ‘vague'! and the workers are
not clasa conscilous. This is just what all the various reformigts - scoial demo-
cratg, Trotgkyists, Stalinists et al advocate; the 'transitional programme’, It
nzeg abgsolutfely nothing in common with revoluticnary anarchiem, libertarian commu-
rign, or even council communism. It merely demonsirates degpair of the ability of
workers to undersgtand their class interests and the necegsity of communism/social-
iom. It 1s basically elitist. Rosa Luxemburg once wrote a pamphlet; it was called
‘Reform Or Recolution'!., And there is not other way., The AWA is - or ghould be
orgnalsed to agsist the wolkkers in organiging Zor their gelf-emancipation; shouldk
be organiged not for making the rich poorer or the poor richer, but for the abolition
of the wages system, the destruction of the State, and the organisation of socie¥
on the bagis of production sololy for need, based on grassroots democracy and,
where practical, federal =nd decentralised adminigtration, all on an internationil
ievel,"”

P.E.N, takes the attitude that 'towards a Programme' repregents an advoxation
of reformism., In doing do he raises tvo significant muestions relating to the
precsent debate around our politics:

a) what ghould our attitude be 4o 'struggles for relforms'?
b) hov do we understand and come to rpopose the demands in ‘TAP'?

a) In hig letter., P,E.N, refers to a pamphlet by Rosa Luxemburg, cailed’

'Retrcrm Or Revolution', I had not read this until diregted towards it by his refer-

ence, but when I did so I found immediately cause for gurprise that he gshould

mention it in the context that he does., Immediately, because the very first

paragraph of the 'authors introduction' may8 I hope] serve me well as a lucid ¢~
overtuee to my own attitude to the first point at issue.

"At £irst view", wrote Luxemburg "the title of this work may be found surprissng.
Can the Social Democracy be against ceforms? Can we counterpose the gocial revol-
ution, the transformation of the existing order, our fimst goal, to gocial reifroms?
Certainly not. The daily struggle for reformms, for the amelioration of the condia-
ion of the workers within the framework of the existing socail order., and for .
dencoratic ingtitutions, ocoofers to the Social deomeracy the only means oi engag-
ing in the proletarian class war and working in the direction of the fimal goal -
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the conquest of political power mnd the suppression of wage labour, Between social =
reformg and revoluiion there exis,tc Zor the social democracy an indissolubletie.

The strvggle for -eocial;. reforms is its means: The s0oiai revolution is ims aim "

Our own- "Hble of the AWA" reiero to 'the contradietion between prganisation as

a tendency: within the.clasg .and 1its being in iceo!cgical, advance of e, When,_in~ .
the "TAPY: we  wrote that. "“he‘proce 1g of revolr ionary politics :.. becomes one of
revdiscoverﬁng histowical ohjectives as they appear at various 1evels of contémp-”
orary struggle and development etc.,, we were attempting to come to grips with this*
contradiction as it appears in the presant period. | ”

The '‘bagig of theils attompt.was an unders*and*nf. the n’ass struggle as being
contained in ferms other .than that of tne r'vo’ t.onar] qtrulgple alone, Conflicfs
between 'the working class and the exploiting cia heve apoeared and cont inue to
appear-in a miltitude of. di“ferent ionns,'the mag jority of which nei her contain :
nor relate to-an. awarenegs; on the part of. the woick erougoroerned 6% the desirab-"""
ility of:general mimm: social chargenor'olaoe *his acfaz”"mmediate parspective. et
Ingtead of- calling SﬂpthORfliOtS refo*mtst in themselvec- ‘noweber, I p:efer Lo & i
call the; !partial-struggies'. —.- their mlg bei g imred ate ame‘ioration or defencefﬁ ¢
of workersg ssoial and: Lndnstriai condi ons *ndeperdent of ;ne quesc‘o of social*‘"
power, My reason for. thismp"eferenoe 3 that i.n_tie\*erm _ro*’o“nisti is bestf“d"
vged t gefine-a political attitude, aad.tma,'reform"sts and reyolitioraries aré
?rgnai? fentiated not by their wilihngness ti fsﬁht.GYCu par*iai struggles,-bﬁt;
rather by their understanding of the role guch siruggies can p_av ‘with ‘regspect to
the development od socialism.. (its. trus of course Lhat the different understand-
ings do in prectice—affect the reSpect ve wi:lingness to *fght’of refornists and
revoluvtionaries). ... ... ¥ g ; ¥ | |

Refomigts gtrategy envisages that capitaiism can transform *tself into social-
ism by adalowing, on the one. hand, increasing'demonrntisuns of the state, its - Ry
increasing social competence and the imp"ementation of aocial reforms' and on the
other, progregsively increased trade union. inf]uence over the . reguia*ion of prodnction.
it can aedept,  in: theory, partilal struggles as conty: buf nv toq or- even'motivating"*
and energigsing this ‘process, becau it. does not >e them as ev "'emerglng as man-
ifestations of a‘fundamental di vxsion of interegt . in capita119n~ but a’ways as
‘growing ipains?! = ereative forces stinulating'me* morphores, or an excessive |
truculence ‘at a mdnor getback, acoording to. cnronnswancesn.Rbtormists have con-
sequenily always found them sgelves. capitu atin 40, or rOilaborating'with the L
bourgeoisie, especially in situat’ons where the reality of capitalism demands thée '
worsening o:,workers' living standards, the cont aning and weaxenlng of their org-

.....
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against babbarism - so oey deve*oa ‘the cor cep, of ’tempovﬂry fwoﬁking olass- )
scarifice in the name of grauuai/g%ogress. Their credibility rei atesfentirely'to s
the ability of the advanced imperialist states to conceed to ce tain partial strugg—z
les in tﬁmes of economic peaking; and’ to the relative general aftvance of social .
wealth.these stetes ican produce, They .experience po14t ical erigis particularly . . . .ii
when they'must in general jOLn the bourgaoisie in resisting guch partial struggles - -
as emerge when the wprking class attempts +to defend itsgelf in a period of capitalst

ist crisis. . g e s

The obvious dierrence of the revolut*ona j position is that it understands the
development of capitalist nmxx&m prodﬁction as being incapabié of gradu=llym = -
escaping . subjection to those market forres and imperatives of capital accumulatinn
which its. -class base manntains. Whilst tne ‘1atter are not done away At Ehe: © ol
condit*on oi the working class remains determined by them ‘as they'are'mediated g A
through the. bourgeoisie. Its condition under capitalism even in ‘timés of boom
thus remains such that inequality, expioitation, aiienation ‘dnd oppression are-
components Qf seeial organisation,_whicn can only be rémoved by ‘the abolition of | - -
capitalist production relations, Crisic as it were, is mérely a‘ pakticular: form&~

sation of this general situation -~ one which rams home the ingecurity even.of. '
what '‘@aing the workers may haev. gecured, their lack of control over the economy.,
and the. fundamental division . of intere;t on which it"i3 based. Partial struggles,’
according .to thig ormentation y are ex??essions of continuing'and general classi
struggle: which lies at the heart Of capitalist society. They'assumeftheir part-
ivular forms sccording to the contours of this latter, In’ the presént period in:
Britain, for instance, we understand partial struggiec ac devloping out of the
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attack on the workers as:aclass, Which characterisés the contemporary crisis.

A particular instance is given by the recent Eeyland toolmakers stOppage. This .
was certainly a partial struggle which neither contained nor related to an awarea~;_
ness on the part of the workers 4a volved: of the desireability og general social Soeh
change. lt underlying'motive forr -however,'remained inegcapably the fall in-
workers' standards of living‘WEich 1s one of the manifestations of the present
srisis,iand it could ‘be interpreted in thig way as a particular mainifestation.°
of the;general clash of interests between capital and labour. Despite Fraser's 2ok
protestations that the toolmake 3 were not opposed to the social contract theip |
struggle took them inescapably t6 a position of challenging this and the entire
class-qollaborative apparatus of which it is a manifestation. The toolmakers were
rapidly brought into conflict not just with their employer, but alsc with the
state and the ‘union bureaucracy° Thelr etruggle had potential with megards to the
entire bilance.of class.forces. Had they not rapidly compromiged after the threat
of mass sacB%ngs there was a growing wave of golidarity action mounting in theirv
support, which as it was did preSSLro the emploers and their allies; and which |
in the. abscenee of .a gettlement bore promise of a serious confrontation beyond
the bourds of a. single plant or industry. Though the above id bad shorthand the
essential point remains that fully vaderstanding and responding to the origins
and deve10pment of such a dispute repeatedly poses the necessity of ‘ntegratnng
its unique features wﬁth featureg of the general social formation,,and hence |
with our undertsanding and response to these features.

Revolutionaries should not seek to divorce partigésg ggggoL tﬁro_m the class

struggle as a general phenomencn° We should see © as contemporary expe inces

of the:realities of capitalist development, Although advanced capitalist establisgh--
ments may absorb, them to a degree under certain cricumstanceés, they neverthelrss
remain maifestations of 'growing pains‘ in capitalism only insofar as its own
essential contradictiOns stimulate it to further development, They are never-
theless in. themgelves (that. is, as lacknng an awareness of an objective of
social chang e) still partial (that is, not a strategy for social change). Unless
they develOp into a conscious class—-wide struggle against capitalism as a whole they
fail to erradicate the basic conditions which produced them and therefore either
1) end in failure 2) end in sectional gains made at the expense of other section K
of workers, or 3). end in accomodations which represent a favourablg change in’ th

balance of class. forces rahter than a successful resolution of the c}ass struggle.

Partial struggles thus present an element of ambiguity if seen statically,
(their dialectical core?) which is - that degpite their limitations, they never-
theless, as manifeatations of the clags stmuggle, are also part of its overalt
deveXkopment which contains the potential of scoial revolution., The working'élass
as a self iconscioug gocial force is not created overnight by capitalism: nor: does -
its congcliousnegs grow exponentailly. It rahter an ep .an rogreggabl |
procegd. of ‘becoming, through the interée ﬁéi ginﬁ'u?%c+ogeogo§§ga¥ : ogees,l
experience of the general realities of ca%italist develOpment througr experience

of partial struggles.

Sect'iong of 'the working class ebhgage in partial struggle even when such cannot
get to the roots of their problems beczuse the working class does not exist in
capitalisri'as-a unified self consgscious force with: general gocial obJectives, but .
tather has an uneven history of a tendency to. become such. (Even advanced sections |
of the céass are hence restricted by this overall, development) Parti fal struggles
represent at once the lowest register and the bagic experience of this history,
within which - or in relation to which - class consciousness germinates; in
particular ingofar as these partial ‘stuggles have contributed to a- %Orpus of
class+baged history and interpretation, and to the laying down of traditions of
collective, class-based activity. 3 - : 5t B R AL i s

Partial struggles do not, od course. produce autonatically revolutionary:commitm~
ments in the working class, - thei* é¥istence provides rather the potentiak for
sfich to--develop, ‘either as gart of a vast social movement, or in the lees advanced

form of - the emergence of left ind’“iduals. It is not inevitable that the. partial

J’ ’ c." :
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Wili ueveLOp xnto reVOAubkonary strugg. c, Of even produce layers. of rerelulionary.
consciousness, or even advance parts of the olass towards thiza The maf*er sho 11ld.
be defined foom a rather different.standpoint:~ that where sgush dnr**onmﬂhtg do |
occur, it is not’ independent of struggle - experience. Even: whel e‘4e”ol"*40nav} and
other consciougness is preserved in some. gocail nooks gnd crarnies ag the herlit-—
age of a histroy which has revolutionary and other paacages,.-it rapid.y loges K
its meaning if it carnot be interpreted t‘"lwro\.oh the cceniinuing inmedigte e"opv;ances,
of indiviiduals and of workers as a cl ass, O L*fe ir 2 c=2 D- aLJ“ © gociety,

.3

To summarise my position-'par+ a] st“"gg1es ave not themacivea 4o be dismlissed - *
as reformist. They are on the contrary a vital and significant aspect of gocall
development,. Because they appear as part of thé,otaqs sxruugn;, thev have the-
patential of growing towards revolutionary s+rvgg . Iven' when ihlg does bear '
full fruit; partial siruggles represent ihe most fe:tile and active fermentation
of the class siruggle — the lavers with regarda to amirn the subjective factors of
gocialist eonsciuosness and understanding, the **ad*+‘ona of working class organia
sation, and the bglance of cﬁgss forceg in a particular acoial xornaﬁicny-can be -
developed and sustained, As x real contenpo"ary manifestatlon of how “he ¢lass .
struggle ‘is 'in a ‘non-revolutionary period, thewy poge the taegk to révo.utio cnardaeg 67
stimulati ng'their deve10pmenp potential. tcwards the mogt oojurab’n-conaﬁﬂuesﬁves.
Becauge it is the development of the workirg class as a whcle which is the }*ving
iink between now and the sccial revolution, the activity o the revojutionc

movanent can only have menaing as part of thet deveTOpmeqc.

A final point is Fre ObseFvatﬁor thé£°procjée13:ben auge the c¢lass strogla is nét

always manifest as cernscioug revolutionavy struggzie it repeatedly places. those
desirous of overall social charge in a personallv contradicthry position, This
is not.simply wherin we find ourselves. parpicipau“hg ia c**f’ﬁﬂ*s ‘which we may fe@l
to be a certain extent futiledzm insofar as they fail +0 raige ‘the fundamental 't
1gsves of scoial-power. It also invol ves us be*nv #acer] with' tho greglion ag 10O
whether or not we shhuuld be engaged as active onad contr}buflra agents in the
developnent and encouragement of guch strugalesa Some cdes for irgtante may, (*chgh
I don't remember anyone explicity doing so) wigh to draw the 1line bolween the
support and defence of ‘a 'partial' movement, and the actual attempt to ‘get such off
the ground, If they do, however, what can we say but that they wigh ¢o redp the
crop without first sowing the seed? In ‘TAP!' w= opokc‘cf the 'higtoric prograjme’
achleving its fullest. Eggglble }m2‘3n+at40n within the my"‘ confiLintyg and activ-
ities of the working class., Part cf this process ig nlayed by partizl etruggles
playing a progressive role in the developmeat of VO”%??;; Lasvﬂconssiousneas etc.
Are we really to seriously consider therefore. abst cimcPg Trom the task of encour-
aging engagement in guch struggles? We are as P.E.N. put it ‘orgaalsed o assist
workers in organising for theixr oelﬂmemancipation‘ LD* ve understarnd thig as inva=:.
ving somewhat more than the egstablishment of a revolutk onary advisory' service,: Let
us understand it as involving us in an active aand initiatory ¢ontribution to
engagement in the elags strvggle at whatever levels are roudereind povﬂf“?e by
contemporary conditions. We must develop the abllily of ourselves ‘and 'of our
organigsation to gee ourselvesand our actions as haveédg reievanse in all aspecis
in the total process of social develonment._Those wi peaL so leiy of revo‘u*ion
in a non-revolutionary pericd are hardly speaking at ail. ' L

b) Section -A) has attempted to define an approach to understandi: g palticpat Lon in
the class struggle (with particular relation to 'pattial srtuggles. ') whichyin ..
conclusions, if not in detail, I imagine to be acceptable to the vaO* majority of
AWA cdes. If thig is not the case, then we would indeed be JuSolerd in being -
surprised ‘that we have ‘a paper that cdoes 1ittie eloe but cover H partial stiruggles]
As it is the 'Revolutionary Anarchigt Tendency' algso, for ‘ns*an e gpeak *avburably
abOLt 'rafsing issues and -demnds which are not ”AVOlhtLO rary in contént 4n‘an:
historical pariond which itgel? is not revolutionary' (NB)._Nev ftheless, 1 bépe e
that section a) will be of use :. | . | - -

1) as a response to ;.E N. and comrades ‘gharing his outlook

11) to mkke exiliciti the particluar understanding I uge when
dealing with objectives such as those suggested In TAP |

*ize the

As 1 approach the substanse cf gection b) ¥ em brought °o real that 1<
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would have been helpful if the opponents of TAP had gone into a little more detail
as to their objectiong, either with regard to iss method ,or to the gecific propoa-
als made, It is, to say the least discouraging to find material to which one has
devoted time and effort dismissed as 'clutching at straws! without any attempt at
referance to the arguments and conrjectures raised therin, muc h as these do undoubsd-
edly bear marks of inadequacy. g |

In the rest of this document I wish to concentrate on the lacunze and confudions
which I feel exist in the section of 'TAP!' pages 7-10 (first pring run).,

To begin with a more accuratepresentation of our current approach. than'the one.
given in 'TAP' would I think, go as follows. Admittedly I'm not going by ang o
stated formulation of strategy - I doubt if we have one. The model is the impresson
given to me by our paper, leaflets mnd general attitudes. (It %m also for simplieciy -
sake, and also beacmuse owr position #s by no means as clear, leaves out the
interaction with the specific struggles of the working clags of the libertarian
trajectories of discrete or modulated Oppressions (eg that of WOmen))..

1) We advocate reseitence to the nrisis on the basis of no working class ,
respongibility: this entails opposing redundancies, speed~-ups, reduced mannigg
levels, falling 'real' wages, cuts in social services etc: we expect ‘comrades
to parfiicipate in and encourage this registence,

2) We engage in polemical struggle against the politcs of class~collaboration
and national chauvinism. |

3) we attempt to ensure working class preparedness for the possibility that
the present ruling class offensive might fail and necessﬁate something more
vigorous on their part: although this is in part covered by 1) and 2), it
also involves specific tasks, such as reséstence {o a cr lminal trespass law
exposing and SMashing fascigts etc.

4) we encourage the emergence of a genuinerank and file' which will deve10p i
in partizular in interaction with the strugzles envisaged in 1) & 3)
(drawing them together and developing support for laocal regsigtences)’: this
genuine rank and file will be the emergence in action of a united class-
struggle tendency, and will form the basis of the social revolution.

‘The crucial focus of !TAP’ should clearly have been on the 4th part of this mooé;ﬁ
The strategy as a whole, correctly, from my point of view places partial struggles‘ |
within the context of thexx desirability of their development into a wider move-
ment, It leads us moreover, also to the obgservation that such a, perspecfive for
the deve10pment of a movement within the working class , capable of R St
operating according to construvts wider than those &f the local struggle is of
pressing urgency because tle working c¢lass cannot regist the attacks of the ruling
class in a crigis wituation without placing the struggle for gocial pow=ar on the
agenda, albeit often in an incohate form, In a sense, all partial struggles do this |
in an indirect or long term basis ingofar as they are manifestations of the class
struggle. Going back to the differences between feformigts and revolutionaries, our
particular orientation should always be to participate in and intervene in partial
struggles from the point of understanding them as contadning this potential and

necgssity of moving towards a clearer ciass-interesgt--based opposition to capitallcesm,

_-—*— . —— )| T et . | A el AL D R AT g IS D, i AT D e S A e S D et G D Ay B | i i | T W ey e — ———— GO g A i D s e G T o e N mgn ——-~—- —-—-—_--——,—”——-——.—
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- NB It is feasablte that the RAT see partial demands ir a different light from mine,
Thus they speak unfavourably of'the concept of moving the working clags to a
revolutionary position, ' as if they iisapprove of interventions which bear this
possibility in mind as a desirable outcome. It womld be interesting to know why
they raise demands 'not revolutionary in content' if they do not think that such
will form part of the process of the vorking dass developing revolutionary praxis
- forsooth a conscious intervention by themselves in this process!
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Beacuse the class struogle in one which poses ultimately the victory or defeat of the

worxing'class cur attitude to all its manifestationg must bear in mind this consid-
eration, |

We must also unders¥h%g/the function of out position of 'no working class respons-
ibility for the crisis'i- manifest at the momnent as partial struggles round wages,
protest strdke acti on of a moderate extent ete; - can play in the development of a
movement towards ‘the conquest of ‘social power. Present AWA politics correctly recog-
nise that' BA important factorin such a strategy is the emergence of a class struggle
tendency which can develop from and relate to partial struggle reseit nce to the crigis
at a local levie, The fundamental criticism raised by 'TAP' can parhaps be reformulated
as saying that we at present tend %o give the impression of regarding this emergence
of this tendency , the 'geniune rark and file' as a predominantly organisational or
structural probiem. The main tasks are thus peesented as being the 'drawing togethwe'
of struggles, the dissemination of solidarity action etec. |

It seems to me that this sort of approach fails to give a complete picture of the
difficulties facing the development of a class struggle tendency. I do not thinkthat
the genuine rank ard file will emerge simply as an 'organic' and inevitable expressim
of a mounting tioe of local resistance. I think that it will emerge only as the result
of a partial struggle to provide a generalised response to the crisis, a political
struggle. nanife ting itself as-a initially as a positive programatic pole.

h hope I can ev»end this position by again taking up the issue of con§§iouiness.

One of the ways in which consciouness manifests itself is through the suim nation

or adoption of gocial objectives. It is evident that from a standpoint within the
continuum of gocial existance, struggle itself does not occur independent of such a
formulation or adoption: (so rather than say that it 'leads to consciousness' as a
static abstraction we should say that it is the vital and dominant agent in the
motivation of the formation and transformation of objectives) In ppposition to the
'Teflt Tendency i | regard the collective prOposition ‘of gocial objectives to be a
prime task of a political organisation. On the one hand it is a means of communicatin
in the context of believing firstly, that generalisations can be made congerning

the social events which involve us, and secondly, that w% can do something about them. .-
On the ofrer, it is a contribution to the development of/working class undrrstanding
itself as a class - that is, precisely in terms of accurate generalisations and spec#
ific social objectives,

In arguing for encouragement of a 'genuine rank and file' we are faced with the
neccesity of giving it a rationale. We must provide an explanatéon of the ends towards
which it ig desireable. At present we do not wholly ignore this consideration insofar
as we, say that the task of the 'genuine rank and file! igs to fight the erisis on a
'no respons1011ity’ bagsis. But what should it be fighting for? What objectives can
we propose as astate of affairs to be won rather than/sgnﬁly an explanation of our
activity? . ,

Ehe prog>sa1 of some such obJectives is essential as the other face of the encoure
agemept of resistance, It is noreover inperative that they relate to the needs and
interegts of the working class but also to its overall state of development as is
manifest in the extent and nature of this resistance. Hence although we recognise
theoretically that 'no wor! ing'class respdnsibility for the crisis' cannot be ult--
imately comprehended independently of the struggle for social power, we are forced to
regard this latter as a thing'developing through total social experience (not through
left wing'exhortation), and to recognise an immediate gituation ‘where the working
class has yet to develop such ‘an understanding to the point e£ where it is apparent
as a pogibility in action or even as a desireability in theory (the two going
together)., It was hoped that under these circumstances the objectives presented in
'"TAP' would be geen asg. providing a means of 1ntervention which ‘had the- potential
of actively stinulatirg'working-class deve10pment ds it 1§ now in the direction of
greater unity and self awareness upon a class struggle basia. S S et

the 'RAT' appear: to suggest that an objective 1like the 'sliding'scale' is inteaded
to 'dupe!'! the worPing olass into creating'a revolutionary séruggle~ gituation, imsofar
as it could be adopted by workerS'who would fail to realise the - ¢hallenge being thus
posed by themselves. to the very existance ¢f capitalism, - e (0n" account of thésr
negative consciousness) Such an objection is substantially,'however, 1ittle more
than a restatement of the a11 or nothing!' point of View. If the demand were simply
a call to struggle based on ‘negative consciousness' it would still serve e the genera
ly progressive function of stimulating partial struggle upon an important class
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front, much as wé would“realise the limitations of such given that it would contain
the ctruggle’ for social power as an: inherent rather than an explicit elemmnt. I have'
argued above that it would be incoreect for us not to support ggg_wage such resist-

c2 #na-s8%-~ in g2 situation where the working class has not emerged as a unified '
elf-conscious force with general social objeetives. The important consioerction behmd

the 7~?1dlng scale' andi'the: other' contentious objectivds we supgest is,_however,

precicel y ‘tHat' ‘they attempt to play an influential. role 1n the transformation of

negatq,e resistanCe ‘into positive endeavour. Central: to our idea of a 'prograrme' of =
obje ijves, ' t0° be understoodas ‘an interelated whole,. is the conv1stion that an inter- ¥
vention can’‘and mugt’ bel made into the present crisis which not merely raises the ey

‘negatiee congcéiousnegst*i;gtandard of resistance,  but whichn also dir ctly begins to
pose essential questions-oi social control (in terms of the distribu on of rescourses)
- T Y SR I AN RN A ' . e . . ' '

I “tress the word begins.,ﬂevolutionarv struggle - that 1s, cons01ous struggle _
for gocial power as a whole - is not at the moment a comprehensible possibility or i1
cezideratum, even so far ias:many workers already resisting the sccial cont ract are
.rned; Its ‘neccesity canrhowever be practically drawn out of the very circun-
ss‘Of tneccriSLSy 1% this 'ig done in termg of activity as well .as padagogically

o g mean that it needs to ‘be expressed. according to the particuﬁir termg of
aference '0f the needs ‘and~interets of the workers. in stru Our demands atteMpt
not oniy to didactioally 'delineate the contours of . social s ruggxe - SHE also prOpose
a route into: the'éxploration: and opening up.in. practice. Cons01ousness is not only
a question of what”Can be understood - it is predominantly a question of what can ;

.{,4‘

be dcne, ikl . ey R TN

;e
'

e

Looking just at gome of the demands in isolation we find that the 'sliding’scale'
demnand, for irstance, emphasises,  the; 'no regpongibility!' p031tion through it insist-
ence that wageg. having been. brought . to pre-inilation equlvalents, be explicitly proé
tected from tne effects of further inflation'— that is from further atteMpts to reduee
their real value whilst making out that they are the root of the problem. Sinultaneouslyf'
it proposges’ ‘tha$ & positive development of class-based surveillance and competance in |
organising to ensuré -that the. prmnciple inyvolved is efﬁctively applied Thé active’
vehicle by which the :demand can be won remains strike actionﬂ.Again, the obJectibes
of ‘wor<~sharing on' fulll--pay!'. andﬂTull tradeupion rights for the unenployed' pose |
the develppment of-shep~-flee¥ increased shop-floor control over thedetails of production i
again in the pergpective of the threat of gtrike action. Instead of speed-ups and o
redunianﬂrcs,berkHsharing, shorter. hours and new workers brought off the dole queue
throvs’i theé wniom: branch' B I Bl Cile |

T
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Such- proposals gain 1n'imned1atq,active fea91bllity insofar as they can, to a cera-
ain extent, 'be won-at rshop-~floor Ievel, and remain based on the tradltlou al defensive
vehicle of gstrike action., They offer a perspective at lccal l=2véd which can be |
engnseﬂfonﬂindependent -0fra;.co-ordinated national movenent, at the same time as they '
in nc way: fail to pose;the neseesity for this movement as a working class obvectiwve.
In practice, the fight for: shop-floor acceptanoe cannot be divorced from the fight for
the programme in: the Labour;Movement as a. whole; (Hence the peoint is really that
the programme wouls- provide«milltants with standpoint WthJ could serve to encourag =
and dircctilocal: struggles and; at the. same time place these Wi ‘+hin the context of '
the Fi: FhE withih"thexLabourﬂvovement itself for a united worzing class responce to
the nviszs"lt cafl’ thusiincorporate and accomadate the unever=ss of working class |
~SEFOEER &L devedopment 'whilst attempting to level it up) e b
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Given the no"mal boundaries of any revolutionary intervention - that it always
risks beilig put-on the ‘scrap-heap. by sudden surges of working»class activity - the
writerg of ¥ TAPY igstill felt that the enccuragement of a rank and file class dgruggle
tendency built not only around the support and consideration of local resistance
but qlgaiaround the politiecal struggle inthe working class fcr-a’ programme won as
we dvarded: would ‘prove. the. most successful contribution revolutionaries could make

the Pregent situation. Apart, noreover from the advantages of comprehen31veness,‘
comprelieétgibilityand 3001a1“power qreiatation which we felt such a programne ‘can ha¥e -
in termeg of 18 ‘appeal; attractlveness and relevance, ‘there are a couple .of further = -
ot,e“va+ions to.be. made with regatds to 4he effect such a programwe can have upon the-.

BER N N — -

internal condtituliton of a class struggle tendency deveJOping in reletion to b § U T
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first of these considerations is that of stability. A movementbasing itself pn-
©iy upon co-ordination,along with the enccouragement of vague or negative struggle
obiectives risks defining outbreaks of st"uggles against aspects of a situation as
representing a thourougoing seiutie- opposition, Under circumsgtances where, for inst-
ance, degeees Of resistance to the social contract can os¢illate violently eithout'
the meanifestation of any consolidated fracture, the preogramme can form a distinc
vegsel for thecongolidation at the same time as the degree and nature of its implav—
ementation provides a more sophigticated witness to the development of the clags stru-
ggle tendency than the potentially migleading first impressions of confliet, accepting,
cI course, that implimentation of the programme will gtill itself be subject to an am-
mount of oscillation according to shifts;in the balance of class forces,..,

e

-

The sgecond consideration is that of internal flexibility and democracy. A movement
dependent primarily on exhortation and co-ordination feor has little except ‘gtruggle
anud registance to offer as .a unifying force._ It is instructive in this context to
1ook for a moment at the SWP, Our pmsent intervention is 1v_facm remarkably similar
to theirs. The main differnces are i} that they are in a much better pogition to proé-
cipitate resistance movements such as the 'Right to Work' campaign and ii) Whereas
we present the 'genuine rank and file' as being an organic structural development
/ggegin 1}he need of greater organisation of the class struggle, the SWP have a rather
/ asser%lve attitude towards the question of building this latter. The SWP urges very
basic struggle objectives = fight for the right to work, stop the cuts, fight racism,
etc; it then builds prestige for itself or for the orginisations it dominates primarily
upon their ability to initiate industrial, protest or propaganda actions around these.
(Eg their defence of the 'Right to Work' candidate in the recent T&G enecticls againg
other rant and file candidéites was that his election adress and campaign were 'far
more powerful' ie better funded). The outcome is that preminm is placed upon the
cwigtence of fighting, alternative organis ations (such as the 'Right to Work?) . Theq
development of such crganisations can become a “subsiitute for the firm rooting of tie
srmination of the social alternative in shop-fleor activity. Advocation cf a progra-
nme does not in itgekf eliminate the danger of substiturionism, Its absence dces
nowever make the prospect more imediate insofar as it assists the creation of the

conditions for concentration upon organisational priorities.
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256 an®unt to.. recention of ol ~*hc pOllClOo pas sed at the 1uSt Nat anf (save the
or.> on the: IB)  the rotention of.oll policies of the last Do und the securlng'of our it
C“Lls notIoRs;:; o this NOLr - .o oy ppecs vy B i ' 4 | '
ur first consideration id - that a conference: vhich re sulted in the’ abQVe vould

TLTE US ResSiiionse- pGrSp@CthO° defining the only muidefiinés srithinivhicdh e b“llGVO
o 4abertarian connunist organisation can- bezin to: bxlst ag a credible political Coe
foree in the. present period,: Only -an: inte rvantion Miehiconteins a'progranatic basis ;”
(such as we have attennted to do”Jrlﬁe) and which is -willing:to operéte wheras possible
“n united class struzsle fronts rolating 6 this can provideius ith a’seridi§ and
nrofitable orientation tovards the fur*&or developnent of the workecrs novenent,
The re-assessnent of the histsryiofithé* working classts: develdpiicht i sefieral and
~»f the'revolutionary noevement in=partitslor are certainly priorities &s far-48 ¢ are
concernedsandi;we hope 6 ccﬂtmnm@ stck i o t¥Pc~assesinent: tdaurds $ha* éifcnthnéﬁlnﬁ”of i
~..:N:tz'ta').:l:':u:m COTNURE Sy Neverthelchs: rnsimdiwiduabe tondsss o tenddicyowd céﬁ”n@-ldﬂmﬁ"'
nasafice: therneeds ofrinediate pokicuwdovonrorgdnisation based ¢ily 6d: thevazus ' “a
ronise~of thisire—apssessnent -~Mieh has yatté provide:isignificant resulits; i -If fact
the strain nut on! the: WAHA"ovor the ast six nontlisiby the debateion: iumedfate”Struu-
oigwadst. L 1 “081tmvely hindercedithis otho cosential rtask, ‘oxcept insofar ‘as'it‘hag |
“oqut o the surface and clarificd the' ¢xbrene methodoelogical’ &1ver"enéos vhlch lqy

-

oohind our inability; to secure. a mnited rorgamisational prioxis, @ 7 s T

' Qurigecond consideration is thﬂm, wHilot not nearly asnuch naterlab‘&s v1¥ht'hhvd-
benn howed: for-has-been produced on the questions ‘rdi sed by thé authors iof ‘Tdﬁardu- |
5] ;;og*ummeknw:sfeel-thwtINutlondl Jonforerice nust resclve our strategic fragnentﬂtloﬂ’
onc vay - the other; If.ne flnd onrscives in:a minority on *any of thd ‘issues e

onsider ta be-of erucial innorta: e +rill he:Porcad .6 “rthdravw fron the ‘orranisa~
ticn, sdfe feel-that it is:'best to otubc thas ioutright rather ‘than ged ‘eniidshed i the
20l itics oficrunour, . e don't see such a:poesition as: armounting to an Whtidatauir - it
it.is merely onq dndication of how deep we foel! tor*be the:division of polltrcal und e T
SU=nding An--AJA ond how un.Jorkaebke we think: the O“”anlSthOn will become. if theseé

"» ,-! ..L

>
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civisions :are not finally resolved, Hopefully -7 10y ‘achdive a real ‘political unlty -
.Y not, we think the conooquences of our attltu\v 3111 benefit ‘all’ ‘those concerned R
with the struzzle for workers power, zctting us off attqcking each other's throats arn”

beck to throeottling the boosesl

'TCUARDS A PROGRALITE ' TEENDINCY





