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The Bulletin is a journal by and for socialists who live in East
Shropshire, There is no censorship or editorial control, but articles must be
buy socialists who broadly employ a materialist analysis and be less than a
1000 words .long (except by special arrangement with the editor).

The copy date for the next M edition, May, is 23/4/80. Our current
contact address is C/0 24 Chatford Stirchley (note the change please).... again

this may well change on the next issue. o
Thase comrades who which to make considered comments about any of the

cocntents of this journal are invited to write to the contact addresse. Specific
mention of the desire not to be published should be made on corresspondance

not intended to apear in print. Your verbal comments on the last issue, many of
which were highly critical of John Morgans '""Red Notes" attack on MK have been
noted. Please note also that John Morgan does not write ALL the copy, but is
especially interested to receive comments on the "History of the East Shropshire
Proletariat" contribution,

JOHN MORGAN -~ Editor.
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RED KO T E.S

T.V. Guttersnipe:

- e

Congratulations to the comrades of the Guttersnlpe Collective for
a really ekcellent "Open Door!" programme. You presented such a good case that
it madé the actions of the County Council seem pathetlc; I bet some'of
those’ colonel Blimps were 901ng purple with Tory rage, Keep up the f1ght
for'alternative"youthgfnTelford,‘and kick back at the bastards every chance

you get 1!

organise’ Now:

' The General Council of the TUC has calledhfor'a'dayof action on
May 14th,  The right wing”rejected'calls'for a one day general strikeibecause
it would.need the: support of all the affiliated unions. What rubbish , are
we now to wait for the likes of the Institute of Proffe331ona1 civil Servants.
and the Probation Officers! Association before we take effectlve actlon'
against attacks on the organlsed labour movement ? Are we hell let us
start to organise now to get as many of our local branchs as poss1b1e to

issue strike instructions for May 14th,

' Two AUEW research workers, Trevor Esward and ﬁlan Hughes who were
sacked from head office by John Boyd ‘have launched a campalgn 1ns1de the union
to win re-instatement. Thelr petltlon, already supported by AUEW North London
District Committee and the Englneers Charter is available from Alan Hughes,
44Lb Green Lanes, London, n13; it reads:- |

"We, the undersigned view with grave concern the decision of the AUEW
Executive Committee to dismiss from their employment at AUEW General Offfce, Bros.
Hughes AUEW Education Administrator, and Trevor Esward, Research and Technical
Services Assistant. %4

'On. the basis of the information available %o us, we believe that
brothers Hughes and Esward had committed no offence and have not contravened
any rules of the AUEW .

~ We therefore demand that they be re-instated by the Executive Council

and that the Executive CounC11 publishes in the monthly Journal a full
explanatlon of the reasons for the decision to dismiss the two fellow members,!

. 20~0=0~0=0~0~0=0=0~0~



ORI e aml. e W Sw— - R SR Ll

KEEP NN HOME £l R S BURN-ENDG

The recent. most“admirable attempts by .left :Welsh natlonalists to
1ower'proper ty values ‘DY d1rect means puts me in mind of a storey told me
By few years agos . I was staying W1th a Manx nationalist partymember frelnd-g
of m1ne on the Isle of Mann and dlscoverlng what a pleasant place the 1s1and.
is and the dellghts of their excellant beer, We were in a back street pub
in Douglas gettlrg hammered at the arrows when some young lads came 1n and
my mate introduced us. It turned out that these lads were '"of the" Manx. |
"terrorist" organisation, the '"Fu-a-loo!" - means 'underground" in Manx. We
joined up with them and spent most entertaining evenlng together gettlng
thrown out of most. of the ‘sea~front hotel bars.. ‘- Good lads these Eu-a-loo
mob , ded1cated to the liberation st“aggle (and Castleton Brewary) - they could
even str1ng together a few broken sentences in their ancient nat1ve tongue.
I qu 1mpresseoo Anyhow, sometlme dur1ng the- stormy passage og that even1ng
they ran out the 11ne on Fu--a-loo's "No more Eng11sh Resldents" burn1ng of (Cpe
second homes campa1gn and told of thelr small part in it 1

L1ke the1r celtic comrades in Cymru they held some'formﬂof
egalitarian soclallst theory and stressed that that they sort no quarrel ot et
with English workers, but only the rich capitalists who came to-take advantage.
of the islands low rate of income-tax. At that time the price of a small
cottage on the island was about the same as that for a villa w1th ten acres = i
in central Londonqla With ‘1ittle rented accomodatlon avallable and a set of ..:.
bastards runnlng the island, dlrect actlon waslconsldered the best way of ol ]
depress1ng house prices to a: ‘level W1tn1n the 51ghts of the Manx workers and .
peasants. | | : | e

The target selected for this partlcular Fu-a loo*cell was a: half
completed de-luxe hou51ng development TWO miles oiit of Douglas. The deed was -
dwscussed and planned well ahead, petrol be1ng syphoned 1nto cans from a. .
members’ car’ over a perlod so as to avoid susp1c1ono.' Then on the day,‘haV1ng
been chucked out of the last pub in Douglas to close, they loaded the boot with
their hoardéd fuel and set off Parklng in a qulet lane some dlstance from -'
the target they carried the heavy cang;accoss some flelds, arr1V1ng at the
deserted construct1on 51te undetected NervouslyAhurry1ng their work they
poured the petrol over the exposed roof beams and floor boards of several
unfinished future palaces for the EnglishﬁImperialists{""

Alas, their story was not to end in a blaze of glory. Despite the
fire of nationalism burning in their breasts, there was no spark to light
the mmwmixyg conflagation. They had neglected to note that none of them
smoked and no-one had brought any matches,

Sad to say their misery was compounded, One return to the car they
discovered that it had a slow puncture. They had removed the spare to make

more room for the cans. ' ARSONIST SYMPATHISER.
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THE "LEFTIEY QUIZ
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Last maxh month*s prize has st111 not actually been won, but I am happy to
annouce that it will be left overs The stakes are, due to the generosity o£
an anonlmous benefactor, to be ralsed. Thls months pr1ze will be V,I. Lenin's
"The Proletarlan Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky" and a wholle bottle of
pre-budget Bell!s Scotch wWiskey. I thought that might make you 51t up and
take notlce, cause its the book you really want isn't it? Entries to reach .
us by 23rd Aprll, You snould answer as many questlons as you can correctly

and then make up 8111y replies to the rest :then complete the follow1ng phrase
using not more than 32 000 words: "I thlnk that_bonrge01s 1dea11sm'is a_load

of cock becanse.,.o.o"o
1) Who sent:in the troops to break the Seaman's strike in 19667 .

2) Which Telford housmng estate flgured promlnently in the trail of the
"Shrewsbury P,ckets"_ and why?:' - ' )

3) What were the Pa,tcy Debates?

L) What was the "Taff Vale" judgement and what relavence. has it gor 1o

modern Tory policy?
5) Why did the.!Road" lead to the "New" party?:’' -
%) what is "Lota Continua"? =~

R Lh 1%L % 1%1% 191619 1%619%
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AND DON'T FORGET TO WRITE!

.
> "
. PPN ST el ¢ :
. “.‘ . »
e j

The Bulletln 1s not: here to bhe John Morgans mouth piece, even 1f he has

got verbal dinxmmx d1arrhoea (talks a lot of crap, right?). p So isnt it about ;ﬂ.,--

time you wrote dOW“ what you th1nk or reported your experience? This is a "~ -

shitty little: rag not a fancy bOU”geo1s paper, but it print anything a sociallst A

like you glves 1t and it does no+ edit it (Though sometlmes it gets dyslectlc -
or changes its spclllng dur1ng passage threw*the typist). e change'lnt' S sy
society may not beg n.here, but it is a move in the right d1rect10n. 'In theses
reactionary days we need open socinlist discussion 11ke never before, the

dialectic of learnlng does becin hd:re, Ofcourse if you would rather have your
ideas spoon fed jnu, a little at a time so you can understand them esss.. whose

fucking mind is it anyway ?
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This is the first in a seris of contributions from socialists down
there in the great metropolls..T The . editor has invited these contr1but1ons._,|
from people involved in the class struggle, but in a very different part of the
country_to“¢e1ford..w e hope :that this approach will assist comrades  in the '
formualatlon of more global analysis, '

| BOb—Shepard is an ASTMS steward at REDIFON in wandsworth, South London«
He is also a member of wandsworth Trades Council., He has speht some time i
Telford and knows the area fa1r1y well.' o

H :"

wandsworth
27-3-80
Tory Entrlsts-~ | |
Those of. you who read the lesser press (lesser than the Bulletin that R
is) will have notlced an attempt to claw back part' of the ASTMS political fund ..
to give to:the Conservative Party. This dastardly attempt finished in the High
Court after the almost inevitable bungling by the NEC., ASTMS were told to pay
up which, with suitable bad grace, they did. However, an attempt to prepare
a rule change motion for this years Delegate Meeting has. also been obstructed
by legal, nay Jud1C1a1 meddling at the behest of Kodak Senior Staff branch.
All this is no more than one would expect from far-right wreckers with some googd:
financial backing, except, they also send a delegate to. the" relevant divisional
council, no. 8... Can you:imagine going to the hunt ball and speaking out against
blood sports (or the Tory party) without getting beaten to within an inch of
your life? Well even in ASTMS the old labour movement pacifism still holds
(Just). All went well for the entrist until he voted against a very moderate
motion asking the government to reconsider its decision to re-open ambassadorial
relations with Chile, A low growl began, with the clattering of chairs as
delegates made.room fOor.s.se.¢+? - Luckily 1t was the last motion of the m: sting
and he escaped to wreck another day. |

Pick Up a Penguin:-

Those of you who never got beyond the Bezzer or the Dandy need not
read on, but the publishing house that more than anyother provided the back up
for the education of the generations of the '50s and after, Penguins, is trying
to lay off staff. The newstyle of worker of the fifties, confident, educated
and, because of National Service, travelled, read the Daily 'Herald the tabloid
with words of more than one syllable and brought Penguin books ~ culture for the
common man (women hadn't been invented then). Now the imported American
manager says there!s nothing wrong with going down market (like the Sun? or Star?) -
Mind you last year he spawned a corporate plan which forsaw inflation at 11%
and a falling bank rate, Perhaps he does need smething a little down market

but what about the rest of us?

Enterprise Zones:-
According to the London Evenlng Standard the first "Enterpr1se Zone"

the most obV1ously "their. hand in your pocket" announcement made in this years
Tory budget, will be set up on the Isle of 'Dogs. = Where, you may ask if you have
ever got lost?in that run-down part of London dockland?: :‘Well its no quite an
island but with only one road in and out "it does get a bit claustrophobic; -
especially if you're not steeped in the tradition of dockers and lightermen and
their pre-nuclear exténded families. And there's a fummk funny thing; when
contalnerisatlon came dn and the dockers used their enterprise to ensure that
they got the Jobs stufflng contalners and moving them about, having lost their
traditional trades, who were the flrst to shout blackmail?- The Tories 0f00urse
~ no enterprise required’ from: the worklng classes, it interferes with profits. e
i Meanwhille the fight put up to get those 1obs is still the only half .
successfu; campaign to’ preserve the r1ghts of the working class against 'mew
technology" e It was fought long" and hard over many years with. little or no

.
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nelp from any d1rectlon. No ready-stuﬁfed container was handled by any dock.
unless it had been stuffed by a reglstered docker, no stuffing depot went
unpicketed unless manned by RDs, no politictian received. ‘anything but comtempt
unless he supported the Registered Dock. Scheme., This did not take a fortnight
but ten years, Not :a lot of 1maglnat10n admittedly but solidarity not only
within the union (T&G) but in the whole community.

The dialectic wins in the end. -Who were the scabs mannlng the Sheerness .
Steelvworks through the ISTC strike? Ex~dockers who didn't stick it out thats who .

Bob Shepard,:

ek ok ok ok o kK sk ok ok ok ok

REMEMBER BLAIR PEACH

Blair Peach was killed by the SPG we all know, now even Scotland Yard's
Complaints Investlgatlon Bureau are convinced. Some of the findings of their
report were published in the Sunday Times (16.3,80).  Six officers were named:
Inspector Alan Murray and PCs White, Freestone, Richardson, Scottow and Lake, all.
are members of the number 1 unit of the Special Patrol Group. The investigators
were certain. that one of these men was responsible for the death of Blair Peach,
The report was submitted to the Director of Public Prosecutlons, but they decided!
there was "1nsuﬁf101ent" evidence to prosecute. ' | |

‘Yet while the DPP failed to accept the evidence of the pollce enqulry,

the people of Southall have faced maSS1ve fines and 1mprlsonment - 342 were charged. .| -

the SPG killers go ireey
The inquest into Blair's death resumes on 28th April. The Friends of
diair Peach Committee are calling -for a mational picket of ‘local police stations:
o1l Wednesday eord Aprils, . A picket of wWellington police station (in Glebe St.)
has been organised for that day, startlng at 6.30pm. As many people as poss1ble
cnould attend. s

.IELFORD ANTI NAZI LEAGUE =

~0~0~0~0=0~0~0~0~0~0~0~0=0~0-0~0~-0~0~

DEFEND S6U0R UNTONSIT .

—— T — — — —— I— — — — G— — r— — — — — — — — — — — — T— q— g— — — — — — — S— — — — — q— —
T T —— — —— —— —— ——— — —— —— — — —— —— —— —— — ———— —— — ——— — — ——— ————— — —

The Rank and File‘booklet-"Deﬁend.our Unions" is a reﬁiy to
the Tories anti-union proposals. Written by John Deeeen,'
Get your copy now! 25p each,ring these numbers:-

TELFORD 591017

or TELFORD 502191
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THE HISTORY OF THE EAST SHROPSHIRE PROLTARIAT

The Vorkers Flght Back - Proletarlan.:Prislngs 1756 . 1842(Part 2) s 'John-Morgans

A e — — e - A GV - >

The period from 1760 to 1820 was one of massive expansion in British
Industrial Capitalism, in the parlance'of bourgeois economic historians the
"Take-off Stage', Following hard on the success of new coke smelting iron
works in East Shropshlre, new, blgger, iron: works sprang up all over Br1ta1n._. The

.....

anything that had been done preV1ously. The Carron Iron WOrkS in 5cot1and was
started in 1760 W1th for those days the hugh cap1ta1 amount of £12, 000 - by -
1774 the cap1ta1 of the works had risen to £150, OOO. In Lancashlre and the West
Riding of Yonkshlre the cotton and wollen industries multlplied and re-multiplied
thexr outputs, Hugh factory mills employlng thousands of machine hands were
opening everywhere in the North. .The engineering industry »egan with the
organised provizion of engines and heavy tools to the mines and factories., The
canal network was vertually completed by iSOO. An infant chemical industry
grew up to service the needs of the textile industrye.

In Shropshire the expansion of'tbe~industria1isation on the East
Shropshire Coalfield continued, and although by 1820 the local pig iron and coal
output was becomlng overshadowed by that of the "Black Country" it was still of
national 1mportance. . There were about 31-blast furnaces on- 15 sites in East
Shropshire in 1820, ((Notev Barnett Leasow, Bentall Broseley, Calcutts, Dawley
Castle, Donnlngton WOOd Horsehayg Ketley, L1ghtmoor, ‘Bedlam, 0ld Park, Sneds Hlll
Wombridge, and wrockwardlne Wood. )) Annual pig 1ron productlon was’ between
60,000 and 80,000 tons. Tied, now very much 80y to the iron. 1ndustry the mining
1ndustry had also expanded.., . : | '€,' i _' o

The East Shropshlre proletarlat had, by 1820, become a. very large, and
to the class concious Tor1es of the. county, a very threatenlng body. " The fizst
half of the n1neteenth centuary saw many Wlld fluctuatlons in the: fortunes of the\ '
local iron trade. when the first magor recession hit in 1815—16 occassioned by
the dis-armament in Europe following Waterloo, Shropshire'!s iron industry'vas
already largely obsolete and found the competition with larger and more efficient
iron works in South Wales, Central Scotland and the Black Country increasingly
difficult. ((Note: True-~ism of the month - History has a way of repeating
itself.))

The effects of recessions on tbe;workers in the iron works and mines
were immediate., The bosses would cut wages to protect their level of profit.,
The system of labour relations in East Shropshire from 1810 t0‘185Q worked
somethimg like thls--_ ' :

1, Demand for 1ron is. high,. capital. is invested in new or revived iron

works, mines etc, Labour shortage ensues. - Workers demand hlghergwagesa profits

-
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are extreamly‘high so the bosses paye.

2, Sudden recession., ' Prices paid for pig iron and wrought iron
bars drop dramatically. 'Inorder to maintain the rate of profit the bosses cut
wages.

5a Wcrkers strike and either (a) win by closing all a boss's works
and forcing him tc'takebthem back so that production can continue, but he takes
a cut in proflts ,'or (b) loose and have to go back and accept the wage cut.

| There were no trade unions, and "negotiations' as such did not take place,

Communicat1on between boss and worker took the form of the boss printing notices
and having them ﬁinned°up at the work-place and (rarely) the workers writing a
petltion and cne of their number mxxzxIszat delivering it to the "Hallr',

'Theiprinciple weapond of the workers was strike action, though sabotage
and sending tc Ccmentry of black-~legs were also used The boss's main weaponds
were starvation, assisted by'their influence on food distribution, and the Yoemanry,
It is interesting to note that when workers did strike against'wage cuts (as they
nearly always did) they were said by the bourgeoisie to be '"rioters". Yet there
is no reccrd cf'tﬁem making any attack upon the person of any member of the ruling
class, except in self defence, In contrast the bourgeoisie used extream violence,
both Jud1C1al'and xtﬂxwxxx otherw1se, often to the point of taking life,.

Unllke the class flghtlng in the twentieth centuary where, as in Northern
Ireland the boure01s1e employs mercenaries to kill on its behalf, in these early
days of cap1tallsm the yeomanry was the bourgeoisie under arms. A standing
proffess1ona1 army compr:.sed of enlisted workers and officered by the aristocracy
did ex1st at th1s time., The experience of the French revolution, however, made
s § 7 much more senC1b1e fot the ruling class to use bourgeois militia against the
workers, rather than risk military mutiny. On occassions of major class conflict
the professional army wovld be called in to act as reserves; but it was. the
Yeomahry who actually did the fighting.

The magor incident of class conflict during this period was the "Battle
of C1nderloo" Now rather carefully lost from the general knowledge of East
Shropshire hlstcry, ¢t the time Cinderloo was regarded as an -incident of great
importance in‘the his.tory of the Imposition of Xwesoxixpe "law and .order'" over the
growing;East Shropshire proletariat,

| Iﬁ lBZO the East Shrorsiire iron masters decided on a wage cut to protect
against a falling rate cf profit. All overi theicoalfield iron-workers and miners
walked out in a sir:il.e agalnst ti:e wage reductlon. - . The yeomanry were called in
but desplte some iiinor actions, in nne of which a miner was wounded, thls falled
to break the str‘}v Eventually the wage cuts were withdrawn and productlon was
resumed W1th prof‘t cuts instead, we can take it that, like the effeqt of "Red
Fr1day“ in 192 the bourgeo151e, hawing been found enprepared by the =z=kxmm

sol1dar1ty of thie workers act1on, sterted to lay their plans for next time,
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On the 31st Jauary 1821 the.looal"iroﬁ masters got together and
announced an immediate Qd a day reduction in wageso .At the time a fully employed
(6 days, :10-12 hours a day) worker in the iron industry might earn 15/- a week.

- The proposed cut theﬁ, was 20%3 massive in scale and hardly‘justi{ied by the
"stagnation in trade', - The move was: certainly plaﬁﬁed to provoke a major
confrontation,:ohe wﬂichthis time the bourgeoisie meant to win at all costs.

The v>rkers rbsponded quickly. By nino o'clock on February 1st 2,000
men had gathered in Dawleyo_ They marched klrew through Madeley Wood and stlrchley
_stopplng the pits and blowing out the furnaces, Boilers were plugged»'eng1nes
»pot:out of action and pit ropes cut. The strike was made general by direct action,

according to the bourgeois view the Dawleéy men were '"complelling the well-disposed

workmen to join the ranks of the turbulent". Later the some‘day the strikers
otosed all to works in Malinslee and Qld Parkq Presumably the Oakengates’and
Donnington’ areas were 31m11ar1y effected: By the end of the day -the. closure in

East_shropshire~wos total.

1 0On an Febfuary’the two Wellington troops cf the South Shropshire
feomanry.commanded by Lieitenant-Colonel Cludde were assembled and. the scene was
set. for the battle. | Abouat 3,000 strikers were assembled outside 0ld Park furnacos
whon the yeomanry arr:ved, Presumably  they were there because the owner of this
;large iron .works. Botfie’c (p robably as a leading Tory the leader of the hard- line
faction of the -district iron masters) nad ‘attempted to re-open the works. Cludde
is gaid to haVe’célled 3n the crowd to disperse and later to hayve had the Wellington
maéistraté'Eyton'read the.Riot Act. . The crowd did not dlcrerse and after about
ani hour Cludde ofdered“thé arrest of the '"ring leaders", Elght men were arres*ed
presumably at ranubm3'5y the.yeomanrywho-then regroﬁped anc. formed an escort. |
round_their“Prisonoté,i . | c S

Mednwtiile,.inorder o escape the horsemen's at-empts to arrest them,
the workers had ¢ 1imbed the.rough sides of the furnace waste ‘heaps. - The'!yeomanry
had now to pa<s b tween these heapston their wav back to the ‘Wellington_ roads @ As '
they did so ths workers launched a hail of Meindex=! debris;'klockiqg several of |
the troopers ff their horseo, Others rushed fTorwvard and mailaged to free two of
the prisoners. The &eoﬁanfy opened fire, At th¢ end of thi battle.one worker
was dead and menuy others wounded; ancther dieing.sh)rtly aftex wards., Several
members of the yeomanry were also injured. The "B:ttle of Cincierloo" had been a’
blOOdY"@ctorY'fOr the bourgeoisieo

It took another three days. for the yeor anry to finally break the strike:
and  force the workers back With the wage cut. The day after thi: battle two more
t oops arrived from‘Shrewsbury and another from Hal:s Owen., On the 4th February
a troop.of the 6th Dragoo; s was otatloned at Shifiaal., Throughout the two days
following the battie the veomanry'road around the coalfleld dlspersﬂng any groups

of strikers that formed, and althouqh the workers rm:alla ed by '"des troying

property" resistance was effectlvely broken., 3'v tae end of the fou:.:th day of the
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strike the yeomanry were in full command and by the fifth day the workers had
returned. The Shrewsbury yeomanry were withdrawn on the 6th February and the
Wellington and Hales Owen troops the next day. An inquest on the two dead men -
William Bird,andNThomas Gittens - had been held on ch February and, not surprisingly
in view;of.the ciass nature of the jury, returned a verdict of "justifiable homicideﬁ,
Lord sidmouth,.sgcretary of state in the government, wrote to the Lord Lieutenant 5
of Shropshire,jtﬁe Earl of Powis, expressing the governments satisfactiop.at the
.outcome of the confrontation: S
aUIt.isﬁwith_regret thét I learnt the melancholy consedﬁences which enéued, but
| < § is_somefconsolatﬁon to have ascertained that thése who fell were among the
ring leaders of the riot, and it is satisfactory to learn that the juroré wﬁo
sat upon the inquest wefe convinced that the homicides were fully justified
by the cirqumstances.". |
The‘trial of those workers selected by the yeomanry as 'ring leaders! was
held at Shrewsbury Assizes on March 25th 1821, The defendants were : Thomas Palin
(who had been wounded at Cinderloo), James Eccleshall, John Grainger, Christopher
North, John Payne, Robert Wheeler, and Samual Hayward,. All were found guilty.
Two were sentenced to be hanged,'though one was later reprieved, the others were
given nine months hard labour. |
' * The result of the confrontation of 1821 was the severe restriction of
the development of the workers movement in East Shropshire, ' The rule of the bourge-
oisie was now“fﬁlly established in the coalfield, Although the operations oflthe
yeomanr&fhad_béen nominally directed by the Earl of Powis, the wholle affair was
actually devised and executed by the local bourgeoisie, Their principle means of
organisation was through the district association of iron masters, which made all
the important decisions effecting East Shropshire, The iron masters were keenly
supported by%their aliies the established local gentfy - men like Cluddé and Eyton-
whose families had important interests in the iron and.mining,industries; The
industrial capitalists made the decision to have the confrontation and uging_the
local gentry's”monopoly of the yeomanry and control.of the courts, given the right
planning'andiresolve,'made a crushing victory over the workers. V
When twenty years later the possibility of simiiar organisation being
available for the working class was raised with the establishment of chartism, the
Shropshire bourgeois were horrified., They need not have worried. In Shropshire,
as elsewhepg,lthe Chartists were dominated by the petty-bourgeoisie and never
developed forms of organisation better than those that already existed in thellabouf
movement., It;was_not until the second half of the ninetegntb centuary thatﬂtrade
union organisation grew in East Shropshire - notably throﬁéh the Shropshire Miners
Federation (now several amalgomations later, part ofqtﬁe NUM) « 1.B§ this time the
victdry of the bourgeoisie was complete and trade unions were destined to become

part of the class strugglé within a hxﬂg'bourgeois frameworka
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Between 1821 and our next great concentration of struggle, 1842, lay the

recession years of the late 1820s and early 18%0s.,  In ‘the'late 1830s”an upturn in
the iron trade caused an increase in 1oca1”production and,'in’conSéquence, in wage
levels generally in the coalfieid. ~ During-i830-31 a local incendary campaign was
reported to ‘have political ‘fotivations In 1831 there was a major miners striké and’
in 1833/ the Potters at Coalport went on strike against wage cuts. ' Generally hoéwever;,
for twenty years aftér Cinderlioo the East SHropshire proletariat was subdued and the
bourgeoisie had things very mich théir own wavye, ERa s

vV & 29 e ¢ O e 0 0 O

' The concluding p&i‘t of thig oss sav, together with a list of sources, will
be published in the May edition of the RBulletin,

'wMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMW1VMW4 fWMdnwwwvwwwwwMwvwMwMwMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMWMwv

" ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH'S LEFTIE QUIZ -

s B WV ST T U T T W A . " . —_— " T T -

Well, .what can I say, responce to these quizes is one of overwhelming
aphachy apathy. May be it has "ob‘@cjaned the notice of some members of the Left
that the prize offered was a book by lernin devoted to a polemic against -those that
call themselves Markist w1thout the 3us+1z;catio of actually being Marxists.
Could it be YO dont 11ke compet“tLon, regarding 1t as un-socialist? Perphaps you
could noté answer any of the questions. llore likely "Crosaroads" and Labour Party
meetings etc, praovide more stimulating political interest., For the record, here
are the answers to the March quiz s~ ’

1, Voline refused to accept the preu.ucn“v of the -St, Petersburg Soviet in = . - ?

1905, saylng it should go to an indusirial worker. An 1nduotr1a1 worker was
duely chosen, but was promptly arrested by the Tsarist polide: ' Comrade Trotsky -
was then offered and accepted the pogition. o R e | o S :

2o Trotsky's "Transitional Program' was sub-titled "The death agony of
Capltallsm and tae task of the Pourph Internationall, . nsscnc¢al readlng for
all socialists L2cause (a) its ve: 3 good and reievant to truggle' bb) it is
not ‘too long and (c) all ‘traditional “rotskyist groups (WRP, MG, Militant,
WSLs Icl etco ets.) base their own guprent programs on .it.. .. .5 - .. b

b P Come on ‘you all know who formed and led thie Red Army in the Revolutionary -
War. . - Your Granny told you that when. jou were still 20 YOUr PYaMe:. .0 a0,

L Trotsky prorhesised: war between Fritain and the US, Well we all make
mistakes, intellectual heros. are no .less. irfallible than emotional. ones. .

5. Well T suppose you have picked up the thené By now so you will have guessed
that Trotsky said "I will sweep Anarchism frem Russia with an Iron Broom'',
Mind you he did say it in Rdss1an7 I obllevv,

X

6, -Lev Davidovich Brorstiea, that man again, came into the world at Yanovka
on 26th October 1879, it is reported that thre: wise me4'were murdered by
Tsarist agents, L, S S A R S g | | |

a YOm0 =0 =0=0:x0=0 Q=D ¥or
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TELFORD ANL DEFENCE FUND

Following the completion of the payment of a fine and costs arising
out of the Lelcester demonstratlon against the National Front last year ( a total
£ £382,60 has been pa1d from the fund), there will be a general meeting of
supporters of the Fundo | The meetlng w111 discuss the future of the Fund and
wili take plaoe at 24 Chatford s+1rch1ey at three ofclock on Sunday 13th April.
TANLD“ "the Real Thugs are Dressed in Blue" badges are still available

-~

price 30p each.

% 3k sk k sk k 3k 5k 3k k k %k 3k %k Xk %k

Eannd -— i Ead .- o T— - - - Lt aid ———— e~ - resaa R - R - v — - . - e —— o ———— - ——ce g — .- ey — - m—e - - Eamat e mts wve - - - o=

I hear from informed sources that the ageing champion of ‘the Left Cllr,,-

Turner, 1s to open the Sutton Hill May Day celebrations this year. It seems that'
when the matter came up before the May Day committee, his name was put forward.
This is, perhaps, not ve;y interesting, Jack is after all a well loved local
persona111ty. It mlght be a rather 1nsu1t1ng prop051tlon to the 1abour
counc1llors who actLally represent Sutton h111 one of whom is ofCourse deflnatly
out of it as he only lees in a TDC house. It was,'however, the reason
advanced by Jack's nroposer that caused some members of the May Day commlttee to
raise their eve browsn’ It seems that the good councillor should be 1nV1ted
oecause-he is to be "our next Labour member of pParliament!'! Will the opening
ceremony. be interupted,bf boom hoaxes phoned in by Labour right-wingers? Is
Gerry Fowler to be assassinated? Could this be the stupidest story we have‘.
published so- far?

< the Suoueht of Gerry Fowlera.... : YOu may remember that a few years
ago (when he flrst lost the wrekin to a Tory) he applied for the job of D1rector
of Wolverhampton Polytechnlc. . He must have been falrly confident of success,
After all, Wolverhampton is a Labcur borough and Mr, Fowler had some considerable
experience of educational admingstration, and he had lately been junior minister
with responcibility for Higher Education. Somewhere along the line however, oux
erst! whllle leader must have blotted his copy book with Cllr, Bird and his
croanies, Not only did poor Gerry not get the job, he was not even selected
for intervlew{ Word is though that a second chance may be coming along in
the notQtoo distantquturea 2 The man who eventually got the job, George seabrook,
nas proved'to ‘be the most reactlonary thing to arrive in Wolverhampton since it
was sacked by the Viklngsn' Moreover, seabrook (1 lawyer by trade) has recentlly
put the backs up of wO'verhampton's Educat1on Dept. by threatening to take them
o court. An embarrass1ng legal nonfronta*'lon is. howver, likely to be avoided
as the Dlrector 1s 1ncrea31ngly debilitated w1th angina, and looks sure to retlref

soon on health grounds, ‘tho, what is the betting on Counillor Bird and his men
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taking a trip up to Huddesfield, where the assistant director (one Mr. Fowler),

B o o o B B O A R 29 3 Ty L bl s < T e Fa s 8l ) {3 =% e 1woivisdni 1ol
may wellﬂbeyﬁwaftgﬁgﬁtﬁ15“ver9 oppértuﬂ'ty to' fu“tner his uareer. Sl
' ' iRt rteth: ob¥. Fonn odd
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:~
House of Commons
westminister.
Sirs
I have just perused the second issue of your communist rage. I most

sincerely hope it does rnot survive to a third.
I notethat IZimzwkzxx in Lt members of the Labour Party are honoured

with the name Tories and even surprice 1is expressed that they do not choose so
tc call themselves. I may say I ccnegider this a disgusting slur on the good

name of Toryism.
L anp”eclate that we have just gained Mr. Reg Prentice, and that he

has joined us on the Tory. right, a welccme ally against leftists like Heath, . 1°
Prior and so forth, and I appreciate that there-are many more where he came from,
Nevertheless vi.ile we on the  Tory right would wélcome Roy Jenkins, Shirley
Williams and some others, there is a aangﬁr that men like the former MP for the
Wrekin wouldojoin the hea th Left wing of ‘the Conservative Party. I do not concede
ofcourse that M1, Fowler is .as leftist as Mre, Heath. §i gyisi) b don

F LT hOW ‘that Labour's excuse for o“ca~s1oually comlng up W1th soc1a11st
rhetorie, ‘that otherwige ‘workers might ecpouse policies like those advocated by, your
disgusting rag, but i beiieve that there ig a sellouw Ganger -that!/ isuch organisations
might actually convert someone to socialisme WOlkers might then act, rather. than
confining' their actIV1ty to’ their proper ‘station - electlng people to a QOOd
wagb 1n Lh;s place SO as to cheat tnemo ” A TI807

131gﬂ in dl°0dgt. , e BASR TR S R g SRR T
3t 2 L3 Whor e=30n -H?“Wks'."péé‘ 4 $ 5 |
e s
The Dustbin
History
Dear S, s
With reference to your socialist journal Bulletin., Do you think this

is going to dc any good? All rou ¢re doing is splitting the Left. we need to
unite to fight the Tories. This .. not the time to raise revolutionary socialist
ideas that no one is going tc underiitand or take any notice of, we must deal with
the practical issues of today. ALl you will do is allienate the support the Left
is now building up -~ people will 1 »: stand for this type of thing, we have to make
transit 1onal demands . Hew can yc 1 expect ordinory people to write s001a115t
articals wvhen they dont.even have e right leadership? 2
Yours fraternally, :,
Salvador Allende: fr2sident Kerensky, Lord Citrain, Robert Mubabee,
Harold Wilson, J: m ot Read, Kautsky, Ho Chi M1n, Ramsey Macdonald,
Joe stalln,

t4++++++F++ TRy s - -

?TO for‘moféiletters-...
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H1ohgate Cem,
. London
Dear Comrades, :
The task of the liberation of the working class is one for the worklng
class itself.. . Let us pin to, our banneﬂﬁ the siogan 'The Abolition of wWage Labour'",
The eX1stence of revoLutLoqary ;deuh in a’ partl ular period presupposes the
existence of a revoluticnary class. . Both for the production on a mass scale
this communis® conscicusness, and for the success of the cause itself, the
aiteration cf men on a mass cale is, neﬁessary, an alteration which .can only
take placé in a'praétiﬁal movement, 2 revolutionj. this revolution ig necessary,
thereforey. not only becauvsa the Au11p class cannot be overthrown ir’ ‘any other
way, but also becausc the cla s'overthrOW1ng'1t can only in a revolution succeed
in riddlng itself of 11 the muck of ages and becoine fitted to found 5001etf anewoe
Proletariat of the wor la unitef You have onl) your chalns to loose, you have
a world to win! | et | :
Yours in Struggle,
Kari Marx,

way

S e e e e Ve e e sk e K L

"U’”ﬁTQ~GQMM T - By Thought Afore Malice

Not 55 i§pg"ééo thé pénérs #efe'fﬁi1.of the»terﬁible plight Qfltbe boat people
from Vieﬁhéﬁ; Peop,e whc were nou.ibrﬁallykhdwn'fof theiflcommiSeratiqn;yﬁth
suffering humanity were gsuddenly waking eloquent about Vietnamese refugees. and
implying that tﬁe h;%§;?35£g o¢:the Boat People proved that the Americans had been
right in incinerating a large proportion’ of the Vietnamese ' population,

Somethlng of the value of their sympathy cah be seen from the award of

the Queen!s Gal]anb y‘Medai %o L/pp1. ﬂLUan31ng 1mbu, a Gurkha serving in Hong

Kongo He intercepted a raft load of refugees from main land China, and when. -
g 9 :

they resisted arrest
"I bashed then with my baton, climbed on the rait and took them all prisoner'.
No one doubis that corporal Limbu repelled a savage attack by eight
assailants, Those who are driven to become refugees by tyrannical regimes -
whatever these regimes may be - (or also wealthy former members of the elite,
dissatisfied with losing their wealth and goirg elsewhere with there gold) who

have risked'drovming end starvhiion ere liable to be vicious. But ordering Limbu
to do what he did an#@ rewarding him for it is an inhumane act, S
o o o - <
RN : , fesisa ) A Rty L e FrEshia
The witch-hunt in the Labour Party against the Militant goes on apace.

% |

Why it is hard to imagine; except that it makes a convenient aunt Sally for the
extream chht to distract attention from the fact that it m;gx reJects rommon

4 ’
" ..} rry 4 '

ownershlpg If Prass’ repo”tg of ‘the Jnderhlll documents are accurate, the‘noble

Lord hasn't even been able to digstinguish between rlval'éntrlst factlonso e
Perphaps the theory is that these blood thirsty revolutionaries are

about to work together and change society. No such luck, The one thing one

Trot faction hates above all else is a rival Trot faction, Thus one has Newsline
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(Editor- paper of the Workers Revolutionary Party) calling for the physical
destruction of the HKS (the Iranian 50¢1a11st Workers Party) the equlvalent
= more or 1ess -~ og IMG (Edltor- the Internatlonal Marxist Group, publlshes :
5001a11st Challange)o - ‘Thus in Nlcuragua the American SWP acted as 1nformers;
agalnst the m111tants of the Simon Bolivar Brlgade, betraying these to the
stallnlst supported petit bourgeois rulers; Wthh later were still at that time
members of the same ''Forth Internatlonal?'o ‘ i

Shlrley wllllams - arch Euro—fanatlc, apologist for the multlnatlonals,
member of Labour Governments and supportes of state regulated wages pollcy = has
just Jumped on the "Small is Beutiful!" band-wagon., No doubt she has always
opposed state ownership, and so can plead having to state monopolies, but who o
ever heard here condemn ICI or any similar monopoly in the private sector.

Nauseous as this is to anyone who has read Schumacher, what was far
more nauseous was that a week 1ater she was applauded by a constituency Ecology
Party for her hypooracio If there were no other reason for condemning the
Ecology Party out of hand - and 'a glance at the Ecologist will provoke many'
other reasons - failure to expose this bit of political trickery would be ampiea

. ot AR G '

with. all the fuss about Militant everyone has entirely overlooked the

existence of a branch of the party less than 300 members strong which though~

it has policies at varience both with the party conference and the party
constltutlon,_lnsists on the exclusiye right to elect the party leader, Yts .
members have unparalled access to the media to publicise their d1ss1dent V1ews?

and even fight elections on policies contradicting the decisions of nat1onal | ;
conference and the executive, It is swrely time the branch was reorbanlsed By

Transport House,

i g R Dl e L R PN

§, . RO Bl G Al s e T

W ?

The following officers of the Special Patrol Group are named in an

offieial Police report as having comprised the sqad which murdered Blair Peach. '

INSPECTOR ALAN MURRAY PC WHITE PC FREESTONE - PC RICHARDSON
.PC SCOTTOW and PC LAKE

~_These scum are being protected by the police and by the statei after all“

‘'they were only doing their job.
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Tue

Wed

Sun

Mon
Tue
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Sat
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Mon

™mr
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TELFORD'S "BIG RED DIARY'" - EVENTS IN APRIL AND MAY

1st

13th

15th

23rd

27th

28th
29th
30th
1st
2nd

ara

5th

5th

8th

14th

17th
24th

Note that entries in the diary marked * are part of the Sutton Hill May
Day community celebrations.,

APR 7 & 30pm

Apr

APR

APR

APR

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY
MAY

SGOOpm
7.15pm
6,00pm

1 » OOpm

7 - 30pm

7 ..30pm

"Marxism and the
Dawley

Telford C.,P.G.B. open meeting.
Labour Movement!', speaker Ian Connell,

Information Centre.

Telford ANL Defence Fund General Meetinge. At
24 Chatford, Stirchley, Telford,

Wrekin Against Racism committee meeting, open to
all members, Dawley Info, Centre,-

Picket Glebe Street police station, Wellingtonj; in
support of the Blair Peach campaigne-

National demo. called by the Friends of Blair .
Peach Comm,  Speakers Corner, London,

Frankie Armstrong Workshop, Sutton Hill Com. Centre. °*

Ditto
Ditto (and film)
Frankie Armstrong concert, Sutton Hill Com. Centre.

Forum in Sutton Hill Coms Centre organised by Telford
TC and the WEA.

Folk evening at Sutton Hill Com. Centre,
Outdoor market and evening concert at Sutton Hill,

MAY DAY (or as close as is convenient to capitalism)
IS WORKERS DAY -~ TRADES COUNCIL MARCH FROM TRENCH
LABOUR CLUB TO OAKENGATES TOWN HALL»

Socialist Workers Readers Group meeting at Dawley
Info. Centre. All welcome,

TUC CALLED DAY OF ACTION AGAINST THE TORY GOVERNMENTS
POLICIES. START ORGANISING NOW !!!

Bertoluccit's epic film "1900" at the MERCs

LCG Day School on the ""Alternative Economic Statergy"
at Leeds. Cheap transport available through the

Telford 1.CG.

Details are from the provisional agenda and

should be checked with pulishised announcements.

It helps a great deal in the production of this diary if organisers
inform me well in advance of the events they have arranged.

DON'T FORGET !

If you don't like the rubbish in this journal, send us your rubbish
and we will see that it gets a proper airing. .






