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June 1980

The Bulletin im a journal by and for socialists who live in East
Shropshiee. There is no censorship or editorial control, but articles
must be by socialists who broadly employ a materialist analysis and be
less than 1000 words long (ezcept by special arrangement with the editor),

The copy date for the July edition, and closing date for entries
Please send letters,

parcel bombs etcs. to C/0 College Farm House, Mill Lane, Wellington. NOTE

to the ever popular "Leftie Quiz" is 25th June 1980,

THE CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

We will not be producing an August edition, unless the amount of
copy exceeds our expectations. See you at the "Bulletin Goes Oral" meetings.

JOHN MORGAN - Editor.
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May Day:

The May Day march despite being mlssed by severak people because 1t
moved off on time (serves them r1ght '), was twice the size of last years and
really qulte an impressive show for the Left in Telford. Last years silver
prize band (able only to play two dirges out of tune) were not missed. Holding
the rally in a packed Labour Club instead of a nearly empty Oakengates Town- Hall:
also improved matters. - Jerry Fowler's speach was terrible, a tired old statement
of the Alternatlve Economic Policy Wlth no sign of his usuall "sparkel"; Stlll,‘-
atleast he bourght a Bulletins

,1. Another thing surprised a few of us and mp shed a new llght on the |
ex-minister, After the Red Flag (which he muttered through) we sang - for the.-
first time in Telford - the Internationale and Mr. Fowler not only knew all the
wvords, but sang with gusto! The revolution must be round the corner.

Congratulations then to the Trades Council, can we now assume that the

May Day march and rally will be an annual vent.°

Day of Actlon

And more pats on the back for the Traoes Coun01l for making the best
of-a bad job on May 14th. The Day of Action, with only the Midland Red drivers
coming out in any numbers, went off half cock in Telford as it did everywhere else.
LLes Holbrook was. a brave man to insist on a lunch time rally rather than an . ... '
evening do, and. it paid off, about 500 people attended., The rally 1tse1f |
degenerated 1nto a scrappie exchange between the right and left of the Labour Party;
In a notable CP coup they managed to get the colledtion voted to the Mornlng Star,
This desplte the fact that although CP members were doubtless act1ve 1n agltatlng .
1nd1V1dually for the success of May 14th the local branch did not as far as |

know, do anyth1ng toward ite In the evenlng the Trades Council organlsed the
door to door distribution of 50,000 leaflets expla1n1ng what the Day of Actlon
was all about and the TUC's alternat1ve pollcles. | o e

The puttlng of John Maddox and Co. in the hands of a Recelver and the
making of a further 130 workers redundent will come as no great surprlse to the_
work forse, Maddox's was alsways a small jobbing foundry, dolng the contracts~
the bigger works could not afford to tool-up for, and as such was' partlcularly ‘
vunerable to the depression in the engineering industry. = The workers may be
asking themselves, however, why capitalism should create conditions Whereby
a company which was only three years ago taking on more men’ ‘and bragging about
big new orders should sua#nty suddenly be throwing men on the dole. Maddox's
1s a unpleasant place to work, my own grandfather worked in the foundry for whe .
latter part of his life and as a result died, still in his fifties, of silicosise
Oover the years the owners (its still ownhed and. run by the. Maddox fam11Y) have
lived well ofrthe prof1ts creamed: from the products of .sweated labour of many
a man like my old grandfather. But now the anthuated foundry is short of orders
and cannot compete_W1th larger and ‘more modern highly capitalised concerns, so
those men are no longer needed. One question I woltld like to ask - have any of
the Maddox family ever died of silicosis?

Eounty;pguncil Nominations:

Local Labour Parties are now scratching around for nominations for the
County elections - May 1981. I note that Dawley LP has solved the problem of
shortages of candidates by dec1d1ng to nominate candidates already serving as
District Councillors. what a lot of free time you must have comrades.,
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THE HISTORY OF THE EAST SHROPSHIRE PROLETARIAT

The Workers Fight Back - Proletarian Uprisings 1756-1842 (part 3). John "Morgan

The booming iron. trade of the late 1830s . revitalised the a111ng gast
Shropshire iron industry 8 ralsed wages in the furnaces and mines, In_ 1830
a plkeman's (iron trade) xxx X wage was 2s 10d, by 1836 it had 1ncreased ‘to
3s 1d. As the 1840s started however, the bods began to falter, and by 1842
the iron 'industry was, once more, moving into depression, effectlng the East |
Shropshire worker atleast as grievously as in other regions, - 'In 1842 a
p1keman's wage was Just 2s a day. As the vicar of welllngton wrote in June |
| 842 s
; "Several furnaces are blown out, wages very much reduced: and what can be
obtained is limited to half—tlme or even less, The consequence is that the
poor house is crowded, and the rates very much increased, and great numbers
are subsisting on the private charity of individuals", S S

The price of bread was high, and against the background of the
iniquitous charter-master system (see part 1 of this essay) and the appalling
working condltlons - especially in the mines - the scene was set for a major
confrontation between the workers and the bourgoisie. Throughout the Mldlands,
the North and Scotland workers struck work protesting against wage cuts and
bad conditions. 1In Shropshire the summer of 1842 was to see more 1ndustr1a1
unrest than ever before. | | |

The bour901se press was hysterlcal the "Salopian Journal! blamed
all the "d1st1rubances" on the Chartist movement - usually, and quite xxdxx
ridiculously, on out51de agitators. from Staffordshire., . Causes like unemployment
wage: cuts and grlevences against the Butties and their tommy shops were 1gnored.
So was' what is commonly called the 1842 miners' strike inspired by the Chartlsts°
Let us examlne ‘the case of the Chartlst influence in the area of East Shropsh1re. .

The story of Chartlsm in- East Shropshlre, as elsewhere,'1s -one of a
p011t1cal movement of labour arlstocracy and small traders whose pr1n01ple
interest was to gain for themselves greater political rights under the developlng
bourgoise democracy, Because chartism was the major radical movement of the |
age, and because at this stage of development in the capitalist economy the
interests of the petty bourgoise and the ppoletariat to some extent co-incided,
it attracted to it men with revolutionary ideas and in some reglons, South Wales'
and West Yorkshlre, brlefly held the allegiance of' the worklng masses. i

The orlglns of the Chartlst movement go back: tb the organlsatlon of

radicals in London formed to pay the flnes impo8ed on ‘anti-government printers ,
and journal ed1tors. On the 16th June 183%6 they (among them William Hether1ngton,=
James Watson ‘and william Lovett) formed the London Working Mans' AssoC1atlon. i Gl
The LWMA worked out the six points of the Charter which was formally launched
at a rally at New Hall Blrmlngham on 6th August 1838 :The six points of the
Charter were:- | | e | - S R | o

1."'Un1versa1 male sufferage.-

AR Equal electoral d1str1cts.

De: 'Annual par11aments. .

4y ' 'The payment of M.P. . &

5 ' Secret ballots.”" s .

6. No.property qua11f1catlons for M.P.s -

The interests of the industrial proletariat was not, however, pr1mar11y
in the achievement of universal mcle sufferage but, for beeter working conditions
and higher wages, Their forms of organisation: llghtenlng strikes, sabotage
and close commun1ty solldarlty, were very different:from the comm1ttee meetlngs,
newspapers, pet1tions ana’ 1nsurrec11on1sm of the Chartlsts - 1n the maln they
were also more efféctive, | i PRE S e -
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o The. Chartist movement had been divided between those who wanted to

:““\strict its activities to peaoefull political protest aimed at parllamentary

| lorm, and those who wanted revolutlonury insurrection, On 12th July 1839

<he Chartist petition with more than 1% million s1gnatures was regected out of

? d by.parliament. '~ At this time the leader of thé more radlcal section,

3 FQUu Q'!'Connor, ‘was greatly expandlng his -influence through the sale of his

' “ewspaper the "Northern Star' which sold 32,000 copies. The Monﬁhmouth Rising
1839,Hled by Jack Frost was supposed to be the start of a natlonal Chartist

:jsur rectjon. L OOO miners took part but, the wnole th1ng was a disorganised

.';iu ster, ending when the revolutionary forces were dispersed by a mere 30

| fdiers firing . from the ﬂover of bul dlngs in Monmouthﬂ

SEE e , The Monmouth Rising d1d not kill Chartism and in 1841 the movement
rogrouped undeﬁ .the banner of. theéNatLon@l Charter ASoOCl tlQn‘j» szgebruary
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i 842 the MNCA, had 40 OOp memoers and,,fueled by the grow;ng ernomLc QI}S%Skgfwﬁ
,_:wasjgroming, reachlng 48 OQO by bhergdﬂ r of the same ye%ra i::)m,;,”w;),w, ﬁgwﬁ;
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In East Shropshire there seems to have Been two loeal Chart1st associations.
The best organised and the one we know the most about was the Coalbroockdale
“,s001atlon which was based in the Dale, but also drew members from Broseley
and Nadeleyo The other local group was in Qakengates and little or nothing is
mownn, of its activities., . The Dale. Association was: certalnly active. in the period
allngrup to the 1842 confrontation, but there is no evedence that its members
;aokqany part . in the -July/August strikes. Thy should they, they were in the
:in petty bourgoise and there Is no evidence that ‘any miner ever belonged to -
tlie NCA?. The only Dale Association member arrested in 1842 was Thomas Halford,
a ﬂauﬂﬁ cshoemaker and Methodlst preacaer accused .of ex01t1ng and us1ng seditious
guaﬂe at a meeting in Madeley. § |

The perlod ApT il to June 1842 was certainly the high point of Chartism
in East ShrOpshlre,‘ The Dale Association organised a strike agalnst the s11d;ng
ccale of wages in the Dale works, printed hand-bills and held a local meeting
attend by 500 .people. A meeting held in Oakengates in either late April or
harly Muy 1842 formed *he oakengates Aluoogatlon (and was the subJect of an
extre 2amly bitter attack in the "sa_oplan Journal), other meetlngs in. May
18&2 were held at watling Street (a formal‘y 1ndepenoant settlement between the
| 3CP and the Bucks Fead), belllngton and .Broseléy.,  'On 16th May a major meeting
'”vus held on the: summit of the drekln. - 2,000 people heard local and national

.ar*lst speakers, the police constables p” evented women and chlldren from attendlng.
The meetlng also re-elected John (wharenouse foreman at the Dale works) as chairman
cf the Dale Association. Other members of the Dale Association committee (according
.5 the "Book of Demonstrators" a contemporary and rather sympathetis xxtxey satire]
vere; . Thomas Corbett of Quenn St., Bfoseley, John of Jiggers Bank; W1111am, a

*"en garment maker of Madeley, John a wat er 01bber" ((tee-tota&er)) and |
”’ecturer in Theolog—a—ll-ty" of Coalportg John a mech1n1c?'Thomas, a weaver°
and 'Jllllam a baker. | g YA | ' i ' N N 1

i Although throughout the struooe“é of July and' Augus st the Chartlsts

ware Jlamed fotr the dist 1rbbenﬁe° by the bourgoise press (E.g..the "Saloplan
Journal® Wthh was the prlnC1ple local organ of the time), the evidence of the
.atter . trlals and .the Midland Mlnlng Commission (set up to Minvestigate' -the

*13vences afterwards) s1ggests that the motivations .of the striking miners and

e 69

ron qorkers were nothlrg to do W1th Chartism, . It: is a wrong xX analysis to .
~2y, as 1is often the:case with 3r1t1sh leftists, that Chartism was a workers!
"QVwmento In East shrrpshlre as elsewnere, it certainly espoused the workers'

cause. but 1ts prlnC1pl( dlrec 1on ~ parliamentary reform = ‘reflects the aspirations
o34 the petty bourgoise (lass., At at time when.the East Shropshlre proletarlat -
was one of the most def nable :n En¢land, made up of miners, furnace and foundery
labourers, skllled castars, pattern qakers, turners and potters etc., the Dale
ps~001atlon cOmmLttee 1 staffed by vtharehocuse foremen, and small kmx=m business
iz like weavers, baker; and wollen jarment makers.

A
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what then actually occured in East Shropshire in the summer of 1842,
Ricts and strikes had started in Stourbridge and Dudley in June, but it was not
:tll July that unrest began in our district, The immediate cause was, as ever,
2 re chtlons. First off the mark for the bosses was the Ketley Company who
wt 3d a day, but it was not until the larger Lilleshal Company followed suit
on July 19th cuting the daily rate from 2s 94 to 2s 6d that the workers responded.,
At six o'clock on the morning of Wednesday July 20th the workers assembled outside
Donnington Wood iron works and marched from there through Wrockwardine Wood,
Pains Lane (now called St. Georges), Snedshill and Priors Lee stopping all the
LLilleshall Company pits. About 2,000 men were involved., The method used to
cicse those pits still working was to call up the men still underground and then
toc cut the winding ropej; .this happened at the Lawn, Dairy and west Croft pits in
Priors Lee (between them employing 200-3CC men). Although the prosecution at
the latter trials claimed that a lot of intimidation was used, the strike action
seems to have been pretty well supported from the owutset, HeEEXPYXBEEX kXN
Most prosecution witnesses were, in any case, company men like the charter-masters
son who claimed that the strikers threatened to throw him in the canal if he didn't
o with them.s At one pit in Priors Lee the company bailiff, William Bulger,
refused to draw up the men still underground. Six miners held him over the
scalding water of the steam engine until he decided to change his mind, one of
them saying '"he is just like the masters, he wants to clem us to death'".

“'C‘
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The Lord Leiutenant for the county at this time was the infamous Duke
of Sutherland. He never left his seat in Scotland but still managed a letter
to the "Morning Cronicle!" explaining that the strike did not originate in the
area "but was occasioned in the Shropshire collieries by strangers, who misled
some and compelled others to join them'. In Sutherland's absence local
government power was in the hands of his deputy the Earl of Powis who called in
the yeomanry. The Wellington South Shropshire yeomanry were barracked at
Priors Lee hall, arriving on.Thursday morning to be joined lat¥er in the day by
a troop from Bxisgm=m Bridgnorth. At that time Priors Lee Hall was the office
and residence of John Horton, general manager of the Lilleshall Company.

Powis was"ratheffbeétenfinformed than Sutherland and although he public-
ally attacked the strikerS'and;made-statements about Chartist agitators he came
tc realise during the course of the strikes that the real problem was the gross
excesses of the charter-masters and that reforims would have to be made. He was
also resolved to use a softer approach than had. been used in earlier confrontations.
Warned in advance by the troubles in Stafforﬂshlre,lpowls had made carefull plans
with his principle agent . on “the - ground,’ the Welllngton magistrate Thomas Eyton.

In 1842 shropshire ‘haq. 56 pollce con sxables, 50 of them were stationed on the
coalfield., Eyton also attempted to swear in spe01al constables, but found this
task difficult: and wrote to Sir. James Graham, the Home Secretary:

"We have swern in ERYRXAX: some Special Constables, but- the fact is that in
_the colllerles few 1f any, : Can be depeneed upon in that capa01ty"

_ on' the day follOW1ng ‘the Priors Lee pits closure55 the striking miners
reassembled on “the Holyhead Road above Oakengates “archlng to 0ld PayYk they
called out tbe pits belong1ng to. the Botfields! old park Company and went on to
Ketley Bank., . There they were met by a party of. constables armed W1th plstols
and cutlasses.~_ A running skirmish developed kmxwmgm with the pollce cha81ng
the miners over. the ﬁlt banks "between Bank House and the schools" Dventually
.fthe crowd - dlspersed many of them reportedly escaping arrest by m1nge11ng w1th |
"“the crowds. in Wellington market. Other distirubences occured ‘at the same: time
at Dawley and Langley Field. . Some miners were arrested and others added when
the poiice raided workers' barrack houses in Doarington on Frlday mornlng. =
.‘,' The arrested men, all miners from' the )onnlngton-oakengates area, were
- taken to Wwel! 1ngton Pollee Court aad from there 1emanded <o the Shrewsbury ASS1z€Se

-l:Tne eventual sentences were rather llght and cor trast sharply with those received

.;,by the Clnderloc prlsoners (or indzed the 1973 UC ATT flying plckets) ~All the

e

. o . e
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oefendants were found gullty.': Thomas Bould Henry Edwards, William Haughton,
William Smlth and Thomas *illiams got two months hard labour and the rest - John .
Brothwood, Emanual Lovek1n, Benjamin Nicholas, Moses Stanwoth and John Tonks -

were all dlscharged.

“

B The July strike gradually petered out after the arrests W1thout much
progre,s be1ng made on the demand for ks a day for 8 hours work. : The return
to work, however, was brief; by the middle of August nearly all the pits north
of the severn were idle. On 15th August the exasperated Eyton wrote to Powis
that the miners "have again struck for wages" The new strike lasted for over
a fortnight, closing the mines, but not effecting the iron works. Again the
strike was enforced by direct action, but this time boilers were plugged and ropes
cut during the night. Notices were posted at pitheads threatening scabs who
went back whilst the strike lasted. By 31st August the Madeley men were back,
to be followed a few days later by the miners of Donnington Wood, Wombridge and
Ketley. The Priors Lee and 0ld Park men seem to have stayed out longer than
any of the others._ The only direct concessions made by the bosses during the
strike was the abol1tlon of 1. day working (% day became the minimum) and an
agreed 20 minutes for lunch and 40 minutes for dinner, A major victory had
been won, however, in the fight agalnst the double exploitation. of the butties.,
The bourgoisie had been taught that the workers would not tolgrate the bad
conditions 1ndeff1nately and how now begun to learn how to us ,the weaponds of
class power. Although, in the absence of a developed bureaucratic class to
"manage'" the capitalist economy, the charter-master system persisted Wer a long
time after 1842, its days were numbered from then on and thenceforth the full

foree.of.its.brutality was to be blunted,

During the;strike the WellingtonJand Shifnal'magistrates~passed a
resolution stating that the mal-practise of the charter-masters was one of the
causes of the present conflict. No doubt it was this statement together with
pxim promises of reform from 3utherland and others that encouraged many miners
to return to work, It is interesting to note that the owners least willing to
make concessions were John /snstice (Madley Wood Company) and Abraham and Alfred
Darby (Coalbrookdale Company) who were supposed to be the leading liberals of
the bourgoisie, Right wing reactionaries William and Beriah Botfield (01ld Park
CompanY) negotiated with their workers and agreed to reforms will the men were .
still out on strike, Then again the strike was a lot firmer in 01ld Park than

it was in Madeley and Horsehay,

Gl e POW1s and Eyton both seem to have become conv1nced by the. strlke that
reforms of the charter-master system were necessary to prevent production being
threatened by continued industrial action. On 30th August Powis wrote to. Sir .
James Graham- | |

"The re01p1ent can hardly form a Judgment of the tyranny fraud and 1n3ust1ce
constantly practised upon the men by the middle men who are denominated butties,
charter maste ers, etCececsce They £x0g frequently keep beer shops, frequently
tommy shops, and when the men use these they are favoured, but otherwise they
receive the treatment oxpected from persons who have power and exercise it to
their own advantage." . | | |
on the 3rd oeptember the masters held a meeting, chaired by Anstice, at the
Jernlngham Arms. in Shifnal, and flnally resolved to accept reform of. the charter-

master system. A resolution committed them to ending the truck system by
puttlng down the proceedlngs by which the buttles through. beer shops and. provision
notes, explo1ted the men.. | ' |

POW1s also wrote to the government requestlng 1eg1slat10n to outlaw.
truck and other unacceptable faces of capitalism. He recognised that bourgoise
democratic reform was essential to the continuation of the system.n, The bourgosie
had, for the first time really, suceeded to the demands of the proletariat,
Legislation to outlaw truck did eventually pass xhxswxpxixiameExkx(tR8xxgxt896}
through parliament (1887 & 1896), tut the Home Secretary's 1842 reply is interesting.
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It is a most perceptive statement:

'no legislative remedy can be applied to the undoubted evils which prevail
to an extent~most‘dangerous to the public peace, They are inherent in the state
of society at which they have arrived and which is highly artificial, It will
be seen that: 'a manufacturlng people 1S not so happy as a rural population, and
this is a forétaste of becomlng the mJorkshop of the rorld'

Only one statement can cap that. » Thomas Eyton wr1t1ng s Pow1s on 8th

September 1842, following the end of the strike, annoaced:
"Having no ‘eolliers to wage war against, I shall set to work 1n good earnest

at the patrldges"

D5 itk
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Epilogue s -

Last year saw the publigation of a long awaited volame - the History of
the Lllleshall Company by Cyrll Nicholls and Keith Gale. - R2=2d4<rs may be surpr1sed
to see that it is not in my list of sources, this is because although it is a |
reasonably substantial volume it does not only contain any usefull information
about the involvement of the Lilleshall Company in the industrial troubles of the
period iy essay covers, it does not even mention them! Yet the Lilleshall
Company was one of the largest, and sometime the largest, employers in East
Shropshire. from its foundation in 1764 and throughout the nineteenth centuary.

I know for a fact that Nichol’ s, a former Lilleshal Company secretary, has been
researching this book for twenty years, 1t is ¥m inconceivable that the central
role of the Lilleshall Cohpany in the history making events of 1842, for example,
could have escaped his notice, I am also informed, by -a now retired more junior
Lilleshall Company D € ex-employep, that rather than Nicholl's forebears being,
as. he claims, ""engineers", they were butties for several’ generations. Trinder is
a much better historian than Nicholls (I recomnend his- Industrial Revolution in
Shropshire very strongly) and i1is often sympathetlc to the plight of the proletariat,
But Trinder is essentially as much n bourgoise historian as is. ‘Nicholls and despite
his excellent details often reached the wrong conclusions, e.g. ''the Chartist
inspired ‘miners strike of 18421, anc never attempts any global analyses. The
questlon I leave you with then is: = who should write our hlstory° -






