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HENRY MEULEN

A

INDIVIDUALIST ANARCHISM
You ask me to write you an expository 

article on this subject. My first impulse is to 
reply: “Why ask me, when Benjamin R. 
Tucker said lucidly and briefly all there is to 
be said on the subject sixty years ago in his 
pamphlet “State Socialism and Anarchism”? 
He introduced the subject to the eager young 
man that I was in 1900, and if I now draw 
attention to his work, somewhere from the 
shades he may smile his slow grave smile of 
thanks; and this shall be my reward.

In this pamphlet Tucker related the his­
toric origin and division of what he called 
two types of Socialism. Both sprang from 
Adam Smith in Chapter 5 of the “Wealth of 
Nations”, in which Smith declares that the 
value of any commodity to the person who 
possesses it, and who means not to consume 
it himself, but to exchange it for other com­
modities, is equal to the auantity of labour 
which it enables him to buy or command. 
Labour therefore is the real measure of the 
exchange value of all commodities. But 
Adam Smith, after stating the principle 
most clearly and concisely, immediately 
abandoned all further consideration of it, 
and devoted himself to showing what deter­
mines Drice today. Socialism then nicked up 
his doctrine 50 vears later (the “Wealth or • •
Nations’" was published in 1776). and made it 
the basis of a new philosophy. Since his day 
nearly all the political economists have fol­
lowed Smith’s example by confining their 
function to describing society as it is. Social-




