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Dedication*

For Alec Acheson who taught us tenacity

The Authors
*

TONY SOUTHALL was a founder member of the Croydon 
Youth CND after the 1959 Aldermaston march. He
was chairman 1960 - 2 of the Cambridge University
CND. In September 1961 he was one of the new
names added to the Committee of 100 after the
arrest of 36 of its members. At various times
during 1961/2 he worked full time for the Commit­
tee as Acting Secretary.

JULIAN ATKINSON was active in Lee and Eltham
Youth CND, marched and sat and carried on the
fight as Secretary of the National Association
of Labour Students* Organisations (NALSO)
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Both authors are anxious to discuss some of the
*

experiences recounted here and the conclusions 
drawn as widely as possible. They are prepared 
to address meetings and lead discussions. 
Write to P.Smith, P0 Box 50, London N1 2XP
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Throughout 1961 the movement against nuclear weapons, 
for unilateral disarmament and withdrawal from the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was at the 
centre of public attention in Britain. During that 
year a series of demonstrations organised by the Cam­
paign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) and Committee of *** A ' **100 mobilised tens of thousands of predominantly 
youthful people. At the end of the four day Easter 
march from Aldermaston to London 100,000 massed in 
and around Trafalgar Square. In February in Parlia- • V"
ment.Square, in April in Whitehall, in September in 
Trafalgar Square and in December at Wethersfield, 
Ruislip, York and other bases, thousands participated 
in sit down protests that led to more than 4,000 ar­
rests. Leading members of the Committee were im­
prisoned for terms of up to eighteen months on con­
spiracy charges.

This wave of protest was reflected in an intense 
battle within the Labour Party whose 1960 conference 
at Scarborough had committed it to unilateralism. 
This ended with the reversal of the policy at Black­
pool in October.

Berlin Crisis
Throughout the year the movement was fuelled by a 
tense international situation. Key points were the 
Berlin crisis in August and the resumption of nuclear 
weapons testing by both the United States (USA) and
Soviet Union (USSR) in September. These substantiat­
ed campaigners’ continual assertions that nuclear an­
nihilation was an imminent threat demanding an in- 
stant response.




