REPORT ON THE SHECOND WARWICK CONFERTNCT,
Warwick University, 13/14/15 February 1976.

The Agenda followed the course as printed in the last Bulletin.

Chalirpersons who were persuaded to take on the onerous task of
chairing the conference were, over three sessions, Ticker of
Sheffield, Sally of London and Martin of Durham. Philip Sansom
of T.ondon agreed to take notes and is responsible for these

minutes.,

Bulletin Group report
The last Bulletin had been produced by the Central ILondon Group

and lhad concentrated on material preparatory to this conference--
ie, the groups' statements and the agenda. No discussion had
taken place at the November conference on the nature of the
Bulletin and it was suggested that this should be discussed under

-

AOB at the end of this day's proceedings.
No objections were raised to the minutes of the Nov conference

as printed in the Bulletin, and conference was reminded that, as
the organisational situation had been unresolved last time, no
decision had been taken on appointing a secretary for the new
federation. An *International Secretariat', though, had been
appointed--the Anarchist Circle (Freedom) had agreed to take on
that work, In view of the fluid situation, however, there had been
no follow-up action. It was suggested therefore, that the inter-
national secretary should write to existing known organisations
abroad and make contact and it was decided that this should be
done if a federation was organised this time,

_Groug Regorts

Leeds: This 18 a new, embryonie group, just starting. (See
report on Leeds/Bradford meeting on another page).
Bradford: Two groups exist in Bradford, one in the university and
a smaller one just getting going in the town. The first is
organising lectures and film shows.
London: Since the November conference, progress has been made in
creating a London Federation (FLAG), bringing together some

~ .. half-dozen groups and establishing contacts with other
existing organisations. The first of what was to be a series
of regular Sunday evening meetings had already taken place
W th good attendance and interest.

Warwick: Nothing new to add to last time's report. The group had,
of course, been occupied with the organisation of the
present conferewnce.

SE ¢ Had begmn to organise meetings and were asctive within

1 the Campaign Against the Criminal Trespass ILaw.

Leicester: The situation was as had been explained in the last

Bulletin. Relations with other groups were maintained on
a friendly basis and the group produced 7 Revue.

Oxford: This was a mixed group and worked with a 'Solidarity’
group which was strictly speakihg outside the anarchist
group and there were three members of AWA within the group.
Main activity at present,working within the CAQTL.

Durham: Thls is a 'libertarian' group, which has the opportunity
of getting its own printing press with the aim of producing
its own paper. (My notes say 'without editors'--PS)

Chelmsford: Another embryonic group, trying to get established.
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Anarchist Circle (Freedom): The 'Anarchist Circle' is not .the same
— as the Freedom group, although there is overlanping member-
ship and 1its mainfwork lies in produsing, writing, distri-
buting and aiming to improve Tie peper--and in breaking
barriers. A pamphlet on fascism is:in course of produetion
| - "and the group is part of the London federation.
.-Harrow: "This group has been .disbanded, owing to people leaving,
~ emigrating, etc. The statement printed in the last Bulletin
was 1n fact produced by an indiwvidual.

Sheffield: The 'Sheffield Anarchist' sells about 700 copies and tries
10 reach people 'other people wouldn't touch' (the lumpen-
proletariat?) with our propaganda, Cartoons (sexy?) are
wanted for the paper. There is no kidding about 'having the
masses behind us', but radical and ecology bases are
being established in Sheffield and an expansion drive 1is
being launched to bring in new members.

"Rast London: This is a new group, holding meetings every 2/3 weeks,

reaching about 80 people, mostly from other, existing

groups. It is felt that this group . is.teo-Idrge and will

break ihto smaller units. So Tar it has been cnly a

discussion group, but it is hoped to start public meetings,

| develop printing facilities and get involved in local issues,

Keele: A university group, at present involved in orgenising -

conference for 12/13/14 March on the ecological and practical

economic perspectives for the =znarchist society. ’See

report on another page). -

A letter from Blackburn was read, giving information about a small

North-western federation, mainly of building workers. It wes of
some 1interest since the members clecarly had anarchist idcas on the
politico-economic level, but managed to accommodate them alongside
8 mystic 'ITringe’ rellglon, belief in God, reincarnation and.
initiation rites for membership. (You thlnk you've got problems--PS).

It was thought a certain well-known comrule should be ‘asked. to **
contact these friends in Blackburn on our behalf, .. -

Dlscu381on of Groug Statements

It was pointed out from London that a¢though the November conference
had agreed on the desirability of a federation statement and it had
there been agreed that groups went away and drafted their statements
for future discussion, in the event only three groups had taken the
trouble to do this, and those all from the London area: Harrow,
Anarchist Circle and Central London.
In view of this it was proposed from ILondon that there should not
in fact be a 'central' statement at all, but that every group should
produce its own statement, which would be circulated among grcups
and printed in the Bullotln This would avoid the heavy matter of
arriving at a statement which satisfied everybody and the business
of new groups having to agree to a statement already laid down by
others, with which they may or may not agree in toto.
If groups produced their own statements, on the other hand,
everybody else would know exactly where they stood, what their
perti cular tendencies or spheres of interest were. Membership of
the federation would be based on acceptance of the 'applicants'
views rather than their having to accept a general central statement.
After some discussion, however, it was felt that, having got so
far, a statement should be agreed-=but should it be a federation
statement (ie, for the whole federatloﬁ) or a conference s‘c'c‘ﬂzem.en*t:‘P
"Eventually it was declided to producc a conference statement,
whlch would be regarded as a basis for membership of the federatlon,




but it should be regarded as a provisional minimal- stétement and

_subject to further discussion or amenédment at future conferences.
-~ Ticker, for Sheffield, said that his croup had accepted the

.. 'Harrow' statemcnt and woved that- 1t be accepted by conference as

"'1t stood,
Other comrades, however, thought that while the Harrow statement

could be taken as a basis, it neceded some amendment. After about
two -hours discussion, the statement was agreed upon which has in
fact already been circulated as we write and appears again on ..
‘enother page. It was arrived at by-algering part of the Harrow =
.8tatement and substltutlng part of the Central London statement on

organlsatlon. S _
| The: Oxford 7roup pushed hard for -the 1nc1us1on Tor 5 flrmer llne

on The class stfuggle and also thought that sexism should be given
‘more prominence as a cause of oppression. Eventually, however, it

was agreed:that conference should not accept speclal emphas1s on

any one aspect of authoritarian society (is sexism, or racism; 6F
class division the worst as a cause- of social misery and opppression?O
‘but that every encouragement should be given to groups or individ-
ualsto produce pamphlets enl=rging upon those subjects of special
interest to them, which would, 1if agreed be publlshed and

dlstrlbuted by +he federatlon.-. | |

,~-»"?:-_'-.‘The Namne of the Organlsatlon

sSuror1s1hg1v enough, discussion of the name of the federatlon wa s

© " brie >f.Ticker suggested we should use the term 'CONfederation® since

he saw the orgenisation as an umbrella organisation which would
bring together for common action groupings which at the moment have
lttle or no contact. This was agreed, and after only brief misgivings
about sounding nationalistic and purely to define the geographical
boundaries of our opérations, it was decided to call ourselves the.
CONF“D“RATION’OF BRITT SH ANARCHISTS | :

‘Nembershlp | | |
i:AOCCptanCe of the provisional minimal statement should be regarded
2s the basis for membership of the CBA--but groups -should still be
asked to draw up a statement of their own when joining. This was
held to be good experience for them 1in clarlfylng thelir OWn 1deaS~.
as well as letting others know where they stand. <
oo Inddvidual s may join, but the assumption must be that they

desire to form a group as soon as possible. (How many individuals.
make & group was not discussed!) -

; mhc guestion. of affiliation by other groups or feder tions of
groups was raised and the general feeling was that approaches were
welcomed, though each case will be considered on its merits. No
dlscusslon devloped &8s to definitions for anarchlst 11bertar1an

or 'sympathetic' organisations,

Offlcers

Sinée the Internatlonal Secretariat was: already taken on bV the
Anarchist Circle (Freedom) group, it was agreed that, for the next
year at least, the same group would . be app01nted natlonal gecretary
too. It was up 1o the group to divide the work as they saw fit.
Phillip Sansom, :already holdlng'such funds as had flowed in S1nce
November, agreed to continue as treasurer. . 2
- Anarchist Circle would produce the next Bulletln (that's th1s."
one) with help from Central London.: - L | e

MOHey” e i o S o
It was suggested that some means be found to help comrades who have:
to come long distarices to conferences with their fares. First sugg-







