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A SECOND BOSTON TEA PARTY

On the evening of January 28, 1968, during
an interfaith service for conscientious objec-
tion at the First Church of Boston, the Reverend
William Sloan Coffin called the conspiracy
charge lodged against him and his four co-def-
endants & "strange one." "There was no stealth
and there was no guile. In fact, we tried to
shout our views from the rooftop.”

They succeeded. They shouted their views
to the seven hundred people in the First Church
of Boston. They shouted their views to the huge

rowd that gave them a standing ovation at North-

gastern University later that evening. They
made their voices heardall over the country the
next day, when all five pled not guilty at their
arraignment in Federal Court in Boston. A sup-
porting picket line of some two thousand people
surrounded the building in which the five were
arraigned. 0One of the demcnstrators carried a
sign that read, "Dr. Spock delivers us again."

After their arraignment, the five defend-
ants made their way over to the Arlington
Street Church for a service of rededication.
The church was packed. When the defendants en-
tered, everyone present stood up and applauded
for several minutes.

The service was tremendously impressive.
Robert Hoehler, the director of the Unitarian
Universalist Laymen's League, led a responsive
reading in which the congregation pledged to
support draft resisters: "We pledge to work be-
side these young men. Their struggle 1is our
struggle. Their fate is our fate. The world
shall not say they stood alone."

Dr. Spock, Reverend Coffin, Marcus Raskin,
Mitchell Goodman and Michael Ferber had been
arraigned for conspiracy. They may soon be 1in
jail. When Father Philip Berrigan gave the call
to resist, he was joined by four men: Dave Del-
linger, Reverend Richard Mumma, Rabbi Herman
Pollack, and Victor Jokel, These five men took
their places on the platform to accept draft
cards and to replace the five men who had been
arraigned.

In response to the call to resist, a group
of young men came forward to turn in their draft
cards. Five people had been expected to turn
in their cards that day. Hs they came forward,
an applause went up that rocked the church., It
continued, louder and louder as a total of twen-
ty-five men came out of the crowd and turned
in their cards to the five men on the platform,
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