We apologise to readers for the delay in the appearance of
Confrontation 2. This has been due to a series of teething
troubles and frustrations which it would serve little purpose
to enumerate, and not the least of which revolved about
finances.

We stated in our first issue that we are, on principle,
financed entirely by voluntary donations and sales, and further
clarification of the principle involved has been attempted in
the articles "Towards the Democratic Revolution" and "The End
of the Beginning - l'rance - May 196q: printed in this issue.

From what is written it will be clear that we will under no
circumstances permit our literature to become part of the
general trafficking in commodities, nor countenance the estab-
lishment of commodity relations within our organisation. we
are determined that what we produce shall have the character of
socialist production, that is, for the satisfaction of human
needs, in this case, literary, political, scientific, intellect-
ual, etce. Traditional sources of financing, from commercial
advertisements, investments, or profit producing activity are
therefore automaticelly excluded.

The cost of producing this magazine, including postage, ete,
runs to well over £80, and readers will realise that this is a
considerable sum for a small and inevitably impecunious group
to collect together. We have no choice, therefore, but to
appeal to our readers for help. It goes without saying that
all contributions will be publicly acknowledged.
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A few weeks prior to the invasion of Czechoslovakia we sent the following letter
to the Editor of The Times:-

Dear Sir, 25th July, 1968.

A number of your correspondents, not without justice, have queried the
attitude of the "new left" in Britain towards events in Czechoslovakia. I
trust you will, therefore, grant us space to express our views. The Editors
of 'Confrontation' ... suffer from no inhibitions in this regard.

Our condemnation of American intervention in Vietnam is based on the right
of small nations to determine their own destiny. We hold this right to be
fundamental and indivisible, and thus have no hesitation whatever in branding
the attempts of the Russian government, by means of bullying, intimidation,
threats, and lying propaganda, not excluding the possibility of direct military
intervention, to maintain its grip on Czechoslovakia, as the crassest imperialism,
which should be resisted by all possible means. |

While roundly condemning the actions of the Russian government, however,
it is not possible to ignore the support given to them, at least by default, by
the governments of the "free" world, from whom there has not been one gesture of
political support, not one promise of assistance, not one resolution for the
Security Council of the United Nations, in a word, nothing but the most obdurate
silence which can only be interpreted as implicit collusion.

It would thus appear that the unfortunate Czechs are to be abandoned to
their fate, as they were in 1938, as they were in 1948, and as were the magni-
ficently courageous Hungarians in the holocaust inflicted upon them by the
Russians with the full backing of the American and British governments just
12 years ago.

Yours faithfully,

Needless to say, the letter was not published, and it is no consolation to have
seen our prognostication so thoroughly confirmed by events. The Czechoslovakian
people have been forced to grapple with the problems imposed by the stark and grim
reality of Russian armour and occupation barbarism alone; even the reportage seems

- deliberately to have played down the nature of the invasion, presenting a victure of

comparative calm - we, on the other hand, have had eye-witness accounts of, amongst
other things, children under the age of 10 being forced to lick slogans off walls,
and then being summarily shot - for vomiting., Nevertheless, with the utmost heroism,
the Czechoslovak people have managed to mount a campaign of resistance, boycott, and
non-co-operation which staggers the imagination, and has so demoralised the invaders
that they have been forced to withdraw their armour from the cities to the surrounding
countryside. The disastrous nature of their arrogance can be gauged from the fact
that they were so convinced that they would be welcomed by the Czechoslovakian people
that they omitted to arrange for proper supplies and quartering. Their troops live
on potato soup and are forced to plunder and steal for food, with the result that in
many parts crops have been ruined prior to harvesting, while the lack of sanitary
facilities and arrangements for refuse disposal has created a serious vermin hazard

and led to extreme alarm regarding the possibilities of typhoid outbreaks. Such is
the essence of imperialist parasitism.

Only the most naive could believe that plans for the impending rape of
Czechoslovakia were not known in detail to the governments of the West, whatever
their opinions may be of the competence and especially the intelligence of the Central
Intelligence Agency, or M.I.5/M.I.6, or whatever the British outfit calls itself, but
this did not prevent the post-festum hypocritical yappings of the Western "leaders"
who,forced to respond to the spontaneous waves of shock, indignation, and protest,

which swept the world, pretended a vast surprise and mouthed their own condemnations
for public consumption, secure in the knowledge that they would achieve precisely
no th.in.g s

The Czechs themselves had no illusions about the matter. In the words of

Smrkovsky:= "We knew that the world sympathised with us but that the great powers
would accept a compromised solution (i.e., the reinstatement of the iron heel on

Czechoslovakia) rather than anything else .... I tell you frankly that, despite all
the help we have had from our friends - of whom we now have many, and whom I thank
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