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but we can hardly believo that any British Government would evei 
dream of disarming to-day. Besides being leader of a minority party
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in Parliament, Mr. MacDonald would have to fight the Impel 
in his own Cabinet. ,
continue and once more wo are approaching the situation of 1911 

workers Kicking Again.
The Labour Government is being sorely tried by its friends in 

the Trade Unions, strike following strike. The stoppage of London’s 
buses and trams was a ticklish problem for the Government, and it 
seemed at one time that they were going to proclaim “ a state of 
emergency ” and try to run the transport system themselves. How­
ever, a little bullying and a promise of favours to come induced 
employers and Trade Union officials to accept the usual compromise. 
The new Bill for the control of London traffic, which was introduced 
in the House of Commons during the strike, was a deciding factor. 
It gives a virtual monopoly to the T.O.T. Combine, and the Advisory 
Board it sets up will give Mr. Bevin, the strike leader, an excellent 
opportunity of displaying his diplomacy. We shall not be surprised 
if he becomes one of its first members. This strike, however, is but 
an incident in the general unrest. The workers are beginning to 
rally from their defeats of the last two or three years, and are now 
demanding that the cuts in wages be restored to them. Miners, 
shipbuilders, engineers, building workers, and others will soon be 
locked in struggles with the bosses. In fact, as we write all work at 
the British Empire Exhibition is held up by a sudden mass strike, 
and the Continental air services stopped by a strike of air pilots and 
mechanics at the Croydon Aerodrome. This year’s Empire Exhibi­
tion was to signify the unity of the British race, but the division 
between the Haves and the Have-Nots, the exploiters and the 
exploited, was never more pronounced than it is to-day. There 
never can be peace so long as the present system exists, and the 
workers should unite to sweep it away instead of wasting time on 
futile strikes for a few extra shillings.
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G. B. S.” and the Abbey Elections.
Winston Churchill’s candidature, as an Anti-Socialist, for the 

Abbey Division of Westminster attracted widespread interest, and 
many wordy battles were fought between the Socialists and Anti­
Socialists. Bernard Shaw, in spite of—or was it because of?—the 
rehearsals of his new play, “ Saint Joan,” rushed into the fray with 
a letter on behalf of the Labour candidate, Fenner Brockway. He 
said he had received an election address from the Conservative 
candidate, Mr. Nicholson, who said he was out to defeat Socialism. 
This was the cue for a little humour on Shaw’s part. He writes: 
“ Imagine Westminster without Socialism, no streets, no bridges, no 
public lighting, no police, no schools, no water supply, no courts, no 
post and telegraphs and telephones, no army, no navy, no returning 
officer, no election, no Big Ben, and no Parliament. That is what 
Mr. Nicholson stands for. A regular Anarchist, I call him ! ” Could 
there be a more wilful distortion of the facts? Mr. Nicholson and 
the interests he represents are just as much in favour of all those 
things as are the pale pink Socialists of the Fabian Society. The 
great landlords of the Conservative Party are always pleased to see 
such public activity, because it helps to improve the value of their 
land on which the people must work and live. And as long as that 
monopoly of monopolies is untouched Mr. Nicholson and the Con­
servatives will welcome every extension of municipal and national 
enterprise favoured by Shaw and his friends, for while the ground 
landlord sleeps they are gratuitously increasing the rental value of 
his property. What the Conservative Party fears is not the “gas 
and water” Socialism of Tothill Street and Eccleston Square but the 
expropriation of the landlords without compensation, which is the 
demand of the Anarchists and of all those who realise that only when 
men have free access to the natural resources of the earth can they 
break the chains of slavery. Bernard Shaw knows as well as we do 
the difference between Mr. Nicholson and an Anarchist, but he is not 
above distorting an argument if it will help to gain a few more votes 
for the Labour candidate.

Poincare Won’t Budge.
Mr. MacDonald’s letters to Poincare have not had the slightest 

effect on the attitude of the French Premier. He replies in equally 
friendly phrases, but always winds up by saying that his terms for a 
settlement are the same now as those he presented to Bonar Law 
and Baldwin. Of course, if Britain and the United States will help 
Germany to pay her debts, he will be very pleased; but France will 
not clear out of the Ruhr or leavo the Rhine until her security is 
safeguarded. The “ security ” she seeks is to render Germany help­
less by retaining in one way or another her grip on Germany’s metal 
and chemical industries, so necessary in modern warfare. She will 
allow her enemy to work, but only under the eye of a policeman. 
Last August Mr. MacDonald said wo cannot “ successfully challenge 
the present military position of Franco,
by those who wish to deal with her.
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so her price must be paid 
Frenchmen and others smile 

when British statesmen advocate disarmament. “ When the devil 
was ill the devil a saint would bo,” but there are no apparent signs 
that the British Lion has been converted to vegetarianism. We 
know that some members of the Labour Party are sincere pacifists
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Oil Scandals in U.S.A.
The revelations of corruption among Cabinet Ministers brought 

to light by the inquiry into the transfer of oil lands from the State to 
private capitalists have been an eye-opener for the citizens of the 
United States, who have discovered that their political gods have 
been paid instruments of great oil magnates. The Republicans were 
first involved, and the Democrats began to throw mud at them; but 
now both parties are horribly smeared. McAdoo (President Wilson’s 
son-in-law), ex-President Harding, President Coolidge, the Secretary 
of the Navy, the Attorney-General—all have been liuked up with the 
transfer of the Navy oil lands to Doheny and Sinclair. Naturally, 
this scandal has caused a terriffic scare among the politicians, who 
fear that the people will lose faith not only in the old political parties 
but in Government itself. The New York Tinies says: “ A great 
impetus will be given to discontent.” Senator Pepper says : “ Some­
thing like an explosion has occurred perilously near the foundations 
of the Republic.” And Senator Walsh, who has been the moving 
spirit in the unoarthing of the scandal, says : “ The structure of our 
government rocks upon its very foundations.” So efforts are now 
being made to minimise the affair by saying it is only an isolated 
incident, and the American Ambassador here says we must not jump 
to the conclusion that all public officials in America are corrupt. 
But Senator LaFollette tells us that the oil lease scandal is but the 
“ latest of a series of organised raids upon the public treasury and 
the public domain carried out with the connivance of public officers.” 
Strange to say, the editor of the Daily Hera hi supports the Ambas­
sador and warns us to avoid “censoriousness” about scandals in 
public life, because we have tho same ovils in the Empire. “ Under 
Capitalism this sort of thing is bound occasionally to happen.” 
Perhaps Mr. Hamilton Fyfe sees the possibility of such happenings 
under a Labour Government and wishes to forestall criticism. The 
corruption here may not be so flagrant as in the U nited States, but 
we are robbed as shamelessly and remorselessly by means of the 
State as any people in the world. Not “ occasionally " but all the 
time.
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The present situation in Germany 
uately it is also complicated and obscure, 
supposed shelter from the pressure of events,
triumphant all along the line; and, as is always inevitable, 
opportunism leads to endless splits and mutual recriminations. 
On the charges and counter-charges made bv either side we find 
ourselves quite incapable of passing judgment, although we feel 
justified in making the general statement that the compromises 
to which the German Socialists and Trade Unionists continually 
commit themselves seem to us just as disgusting as do those in 
which the Socialist and Trade Union movement of this country 
is at present wallowing. However, we think it right to repro­
duce the following brief statement forwarded to us under the 
seal of the Federation of Communist Anarchists, of Dusseldorf 
and Gerresheim. We give a literal translation, softening not at 
all the harsh expressions used.

To Foreign Comrades: —
The development of the Separatist movement in the Rhine­

land, and the position toward it which the Rhineland Syndicalists 
are taking up, compel us, alike in the interests of truth and of 
the Anarchist movement, to approach our comrades of foreign 
.countries and tell them, as briefly but as clearly as possible, 
what an injurious role in the Syndicalist movement Separatism is 
playing. We are moved to this by an article in Nos. 50 and 51 
of the Syndicalist, in which an attempt is made to disclaim the 
Separatist efforts of the Rhineland Syndicalists and to lay them 
to the Anarchists’ account. Without entering more < losely into 
the subject of the personal attacks against certain of our com­
rades in which this abusive article indulges, we here make the 
following statement: —

The Rhineland Anarchist organisations do not merely stand 
apart from the Separatist movement. Always they have com­
bated it most sharply. No organised Anarchist is a member of 
the Separatist movement or has supported it. We should cease 
to be Anarchists were it otherwise. We remark regretfully that 
the contrary is the case with the Rhineland Syndicalist move­
ment. Entire local groups—some of which have thousands of 
members—have gone over, with their leaders, to the “ Rhineland 
People’s Party.” Other local groups have been split all to 
pieces because a portion of their members belong to the Separa­
tist movement.

For reasons that will be easily understood we have hitherto 
refrained from giving publicity to these facts, especially in view 
of what must be the consequences to the Syndicalist movement. 
Our reticence has been ill rewarded. In the article published in 
No. 50 and 51 of the Syndikalist, under the title of “ Ought 
the Anarchists to be active on.behalf of the Free State? ” the 
attempt is made to shove off on the Anarchists the Separatism 
with which the Rhineland F.A.U.D. (Free Workers’ Union of 
Germany) is infected. This attempt needs to be exposed the 
more sharply because Souchy. the Syndikalist editor, was quite 
recently at a Conference of the Rhenish Westphalian local 
groups, and was there fully informed as to all these matters, 

acceptance for the Syndikalist, therefore, of the article 
s we
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Its Basis and Principles. By Peter

4d.

NOTICES.
LEEDS.—G. Frost, 31 Windsor Street. York Road, is open to speaking engage­

ments. Anarchist literature on sale.
LIVERPOOL.—D. Baxter, 268 Stanley Road, Bootle, wants comrades to assist 

in literature-selling campaign during summer months.

FIBST ENGLISH TBANSLATION.

point out in the sharpest manner
For further information we refer to the Frcien Arbeitcr 

report by the Gerresheim local group, which belongs to the 
Federation of German Communist-Anarchists. For the better 
understanding of the facts here set out we should have to go 
into details of what has taken place inside the Syndicalist 
movement, but there are special reasons for not discussing these 
publicly. We are willing, however, to communicate them to 
foreign comrades by letter.

Correspondence should be addressed to Rudolf Oestreich, 
Glashiitte 228, Dusseldorf-Gerresheirn, Germany.

I

Anarchist Discussion Circle.
The Anarchist Discussion Circle meets every Saturday, at 7.30,

building). These meetings are open to the public, and all are free to 
take part in the discussions. Subject for discussion is advertised in 
tha Daily Herald every Saturday.

THE ANARCHIST BED CROSS.
AN ARRESTANTEN BALL 

(For the Benefit of Anarchist Prisoners in Russia) 
WILL BE If ELD IN THE

CROWN HALL, 40 REDMANS ROAD, STEPNEY, E., 
On Saturday, February 16.

Commence 8 p.m. Dancing till 2 a.m.
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and disintegration.
vital part of his- doctrine

‘ Krasnaya Latopies,"

Marxian State—a formidable, all-inclusive, all-absorbing, all­
crushing machine—with Lenin and his party at its helm.
this deity Lenin had dedicated his life.

When the revolutionary waves swept Lenin into power,
Not even Perhaps Lenin, t

in
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ANARCHISM VERSUS SOCIALISM.
By Wm. C. Owen.

32 pages, with Wrapper. Price, Threepence.

Organised Idolatry.
“The Prime Minister towered head and shoulders practically 

above everyone in the House of Commons.”—Miss Margaret 
Bondfield (Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Labour).

“ Mr. Ramsay MacDonald is the biggest thing the country has 
ever seen.”—Mr. Stephen Walsh (Minister for War). 

“ The art of government is the organisation of idolatry. 
G. Bernard Shaw.

Nice, France, Feb. 9, 1924.
[Our friend Tucker has taken a long time to discover what he 

terms, in a covering letter, our “amiable piraoy.” The “strong and 
graceful lettering” of our title first appeared on No. 31, June, 1889. 
But perhaps this is his way of telling us that ho scorned to read the 
exchange copies we sent him for many years.—Ed. Freedom.]

His was certainly
not the greatness of mind and heart—two essential fibres in the Anarcho-Syndicalists.
texture of true greatness. Lenin himself would have scoffed at
such—to him—“ bourgeois ” attributes. Largeness of spirit
generosity of heart, understanding for and compassion with an
opponent, were utterly lacking in the man who was yet so very
human in errors and often criminal blunders. It was given
to Lenin on more than one occasion to demonstrate real great­
ness, but he was so constituted that he saw neither the glorious
opportunity nor its universal significance. In that Lenin re­
mained true to his innermost self. Dnie (Day) of January 27 has paid for the Jesuitism of Lenin, for it has disintegrated the 
tells an interesting story. It was in 1890, during the terrible ranks of the oppressed everywhere. Only time will prove the 
famine in Russia. The whole Russian intelligentsia, regardless chaos, distrust, hatred, and disruption Leninism has spread 
of differences of opinion, united to devise ways and means to broadcast.
minister to the starving people. Tolstoy wrote a burning appeal But, then, Lenin believed implicitly in the need of sowing
for help. In the centre of the famine district, Samara, a group confusion, louthing, and disintegration. Ho considered it a 
of intelligentsia gathered to discuss their work for the famine- vital part of his doctrine. We have his own word for it. 
stricken. At that meeting a young man rose who expressed ‘ Krasnaya Latopies,” No. 7, contains un address of Lenin

to the Fifth Congress of the Russian Social De
Workers’ Party, representing Lenin’s defence before
ommittee of the party. He was charged with libel and slander

of thirty-one Mensheviks who had bolted the party and had
formed a block with some Cadets. The leader of this group 
was F. Dan. Lenin said this:—

“ In attacking political opponents, the form and not the
substance is of importance. Tn fact, the form represents the
tone which makes the whole music. The form then must call
out in the reader or the hearer hatred, disgust, loathing for
those who are being attacked. The aim of the form must be
not to convince, but to disrupt the ranks of the opponents; not
to improve their mistakes, but to annihilate, to wipe off the
face of the earth their organisation and their work. The form
of the attack must be such that it should call forth the most
evil thoughts and suspicion, and spread chaos and confusion in
the ranks of the proletariat.”

When he was asked if he did not consider such a method
reprehensible, Lenin replied:—” Yes, if used in one’s own
united party, against one’s own comrades. But in the case
of all political opponents, it is not only not reprehensible, it
is commendable and necessary. I repent, in my attack on the
Bolted group of the Mensheviks I deliberately and consciously
used the kind of form which would disrupt the ranks of the
proletariat, and would sow hatred, distrust, loathing against our
political enemies.”

No one can accuse Lenin of ever having minced words.
But that does not cover up the fact that all his life Lenin
injected a dangerous poison into the ranks of the proletariat.
Gradually his own ranks were infected by it. So long as Lenin
held the Bolshevik sceptre nothing was permitted to come to
the surface. Now, when death itself has relaxed the iron hold,
the poison so long dammed up has rushed forward, and is
threatening to engulf the whole edifice so painfully built up
by the great Jesuit of modern times.

Death is the equaliser of all life. It has come to Lenin
as it has come to hosts of victims of Leninism, only in a more
merciful manner. Dora Kaplan, Fanny Baron, Lev Tcherny,
and scores of others were made to die more than one cruel
death before they were put against the wall by Lenin’s Tcheka.
Their bodies did not lie in state. No homage was paid to them.
There were no funeral dirges sung, nor did the forty-times-
forty churches of Moscow ring out their mournful sounds.
Theirs was an ignominous death, for they remained true to the
Revolution, hence unsuccessful. Not so Lenin. He was suc­
cessful. He has built up a machine. He has resurrected the
evils the Revolution had come to slay—Capitalism, exploita­
tion, and all that follows in their wake. Small wonder Lenin
was buried with the pomp of a potentate, and that his king­
dom is now being recognised by the European Powers. Why
not? The Revolution is dead. Long live Leninism 1

The Vatican, Mussolini, Patriarch Tikhon, the reaction­
aries, adventurers and gamblers of the world, now pay tribute
to the man whom seven years ago they would have killed on
sight. Liars and hypocrites all of them. Their display of
respect and sympathy is only the cloak to cover their glee over a ’ KI D’ ”
the fact that Leninism is turning over to them the key to the OUT Amiable rlFRCy.
wealth of Russia, which they all stand ready to drain to its Editor oj Freedom J
uttermost. When the superannuated editor of Liberty gazes on the strong

However, the last word in the destiny of Russia has not and graceful lettering of Freedom’s title, his face wears a most self- 
yet been said. The people, so sublime in their wrath during satisfied expression, and he remarks in an undertone, with a twinkle 
the October days, will rise again to bear witness to the inalien- in his eye: “ Imitation is the sincerest flattery.
able truth that the triumph of Leninism and its dead master Benjamin R. Tucker.
was at the same time their tragic defeat.

himself as follows: ” The famine revolutionises the masses 
and facilitates the struggle with the Russian autocracy
therefore, consider the proposed relief work of this committee 
a crime. Of course, I have no desire to participate in this 
crime.” The young man was Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov Lenin.
I do not know whether the writer of this story (he was present 
at the meeting) is quite exact in his quotation of young Lenin’s 
speech. But it is so significant of the man’s make-up, and so 
much part of his attitude toward life and human suffering, that 
the story may well be true.

Lenin has demonstrated the same cold relentlessness on 
another significant occasion, in relation to Dora Kaplan, the
Social Revolutionist who had attempted his life. He knew that
Kaplan, with years of katorga on her back, was prompted in 
her act by no personal or counter-revolutionary motive. He 
knew also that her death would add nothing to his recovery 
or contribute to the well-being of Russia. He could have 
delivered himself of a grand gesture which would have endeared 
him to the very party Dora Kaplan belonged to. He could 
have spared her life. That would have shown greatness, and 
may have added a new and vital element to the whole course 
of the Revolution. But no one can get out of his skin. Being 
bereft of greatness, Lenin turned Dora Kaplan over to his 
henchmen, the Tcheka. Is it likely that Tolstoy, Kropotkin, or
Bakunin, the three great Russians, would have been guilty of 
such unnecessary and futile cruelty? But why cite these 
universal spirits? There were two women in the Anarchist move­
ment, Louise Michel and Voltairine de Cleyre. Their lives,

How did they act towards their
Did they demand the pound of flesh? On the

The Russian people, who had contrary, both refused to be a party to murder; they pleaded
staked their all in the Revolution, believed fervently in its for the lives of the men who had come to destroy them. When
strength, possibilities, and endurance. Lenin was too shrewd one compares the action of Louise Michel and Voltairine de
to go against such deep-rooted belief, such popular enthusiasm. Cleyre with that of Lenin, the latter makes a very poor showing
On the contrary, he went with the people and was for the most indeed.
extreme measures. His aim, however, was something quite yet Lenin had greatness, but it was the greatness of

utter disregard for the stupendous sacrifice brought to the altar
of his deity. In that sense the Torquemadas of all times were 
great. Some of them were known to have wept when they 
sent their victims to the torture chamber or to the stake, 

his hour had come—the hour to realise his dream. Not even Perhaps Lenin, too, has wept over the toll of his obsession, 
his bitterest enemies can say that Lenin ever stopped at any- Unfortunately, such tears have been the paralysing factor of the 
thing to achieve his aim. What if the Revolution was crushed spirit of man, und have curtailed his attempt at new forms of 
in the process What if thousands of lives were sacrificed to life. The Torquemadas were ever the most reactionary and 
a monstrous machine? What if Russia was brought to wreck truly counter-revolutionary forces in human history. And Lenin 
and ruin? The Marxian State emerged from the blood and was reactionary. All his political performances since 1917 arc 
ashes of a great beginning. The honours for that feat belong a living proof to his counter-revolutionary inclinations. Counter- 
entirely to Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. No one worked more revolutionary in the sense that each of his tactics added to the 
diligently and with such complete abandon to his purpose. The collapse of the Revolution. - • J
future, however, will not hesitate to show up the doubtful The Brest Peace struck the most deadly blow to the Revo-
character of the honour which has fallen to the lot of the fotion. The formation of the Tcheka turned Russia into a 
dead leader of Bolshevism, or Leninism, as his flock now fondly human slaughter house. The forcible tax collection, with its 
call the autocratic political scheme resting heavily upon the punitive expeditions, destroyed thousands of lives and devas- 
shoulders of fettered Russia. tated entire villages. Kronstadt with its bloody toll. The

The eulogists of Lenin call him great. His was certainly decree of war to the knife against Labour Opposition and the
(This secret order given to the Tenth 

Congress of the All-Russian Communist Party has now come to 
light. It was used as a prop by the Leninites in the recent 
discussion with the Opposition.) Finally, the re-introduction 
of Capitalism by means of the New Economic Policy. All that 
and more sprang from the brain of the man who is now canon­
ised as the saint of tile Communist Church, and all these 
measures helped to crush the Revolution and destroy the hope
of the Russian people. But not only Russia; the whole world

When I read the eulogies of Lenin by some of his bitterest
foes, I am reminded of Angelica Balabanova's admonitions to
Clare Sheridan, the lady who made busts of Lenin, Trotsky,
and some other Bolshevik leaders. Balabanova said to her:

Would you have thought of sculpting Lenin three years ago
when the English Government denounced him as a German
spy? Lenin did not make the Revolution. The Russian people
made it. Why not sculpt Russian working men and women—
they are the real heroes of the Revolution? Why all this sudden 
interest in Lenin? ”

With Balabanova I would say to those who now wax so
laudatory of Lenin (among them one even finds some Men­
sheviks and Social Revolutionists), why this sudden sympathy?
Why this- ecstatic outburst of homage to the man who but
yesterday was considered anathema Is it because of the
antiquated belief that one must speak kindly of the dead? Is
it that one needs courage to go against the tide of popular 
hero-worship? Or is it just rank hypocrisy? These writers
kuow as well as Balabanova that Lenin did not make the Revo­
lution. More, they know that be has unmade the Revolution.
Bit by bit, beginning with the historic ” breathing spell,” the
Brest Peace, until March, 1921, when he imposed his New
Economic Policy upon his sheep, Lenin was at his chosen task
to unmake the Revolution, to emasculate it, to shear it of its 
purpose, to destroy its substance, retaining only the outer
garments of the Revolution to be flaunted during dress parades ^00 been attempted,
of the Third International. assailants?

The task was not easy.

• • " 

• • • 
I• *•*

It is dangerous to belong to any organisation at all, 
because they have laws by which you can be made guilty of 
treason if you belong to any society which has members who 
belong to some other society which at some time or other ex­
pressed sympathy with some other society which was affiliated 
with some other society to which exception could be taken, and 
so on. It is very ingenious and sounds like a comic opera, until 
one gets fifteen years’ penal servitude. One of the finest women 
living was recently convicted in this way. She is rich and 
influential, and no one seems to know what has happened to 
her. She was out on bail, in view of an appeal, the last time 
I heard of her; but one must not inquire too closely....................
They imagine Magna Cliarta was adopted in this country, yet 
there is no jail delivery here. One may be years in prison with­
out trial. And now we have Prohibition 1 Art. Young, the 
cartoonist, sent out a Christmas card with the slogan : ‘ A Mil­
lion New Laws by 1925. Any Laws will do. Then perhaps 
we may be able to obey some of them.’ ”

The above is from a letter by an old friend now in Cali­
fornia—the State made famous by Henry George and many other 
noted writers and battlers for freedom. The woman referred to 
is Miss Anita Whitney, a well-known philanthropist, whose sole 
offence was that she was a member of the Socialist Party, 
which changed its name to Communist during the War. Writing 
from personal knowledge, we give it as our opinion that a more 
harmless, not to say impotent, body it would have been hard 
to find, for it consisted mainly of Germans who wasted their 
time on learned discussions respecting the economic interpreta­
tion of history, and similar innocuous futilities. However, during 
the War it was declared illegal, and, to the amazement of every­
one, Miss Whitney was condemned to fifteen years’ imprison­
ment for having retained her membership in it. We ourselves, 
knowing her absorption in various charitable occupations, have 
thought it probable that she had forgotten all about it.

Here is another and more recent instance of ” justice ” as 
it is now being administered in this boasted “ land of the free.” 
The California Defence News Service is working actively for 
repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism Law. One of its circulars 
found its way, by accident, to a man named Arnold, who had 
been drawn for jury service. Thereupon the official, one Tom 
Connors, who had posted the circular, was charged with ” cor­
ruptly attempting to influence a juror,” and was sentenced to 
five years’ imprisonment 1

California, a rich and beautiful State, has become the happy 
hunting-ground of millionaires and land monopolists. A righ­
teous public indignation has attacked and criticised these people, 

• and they have retaliated. As they dominate the legislature, the 
law courts, and the press, they have been able to institute a 
veritable Reign of Terror. Probably Russia has shown us nothing 
worse. For some years past whoever has ventured on any form 
of educational propaganda has done so at his own deadly peril.
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and disintegration.
vital part of his- doctrine

‘ Krasnaya Latopies,"

Marxian State—a formidable, all-inclusive, all-absorbing, all­
crushing machine—with Lenin and his party at its helm.
this deity Lenin had dedicated his life.

When the revolutionary waves swept Lenin into power,
Not even Perhaps Lenin, t

in

1

ANARCHISM VERSUS SOCIALISM.
By Wm. C. Owen.

32 pages, with Wrapper. Price, Threepence.

Organised Idolatry.
“The Prime Minister towered head and shoulders practically 

above everyone in the House of Commons.”—Miss Margaret 
Bondfield (Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Labour).

“ Mr. Ramsay MacDonald is the biggest thing the country has 
ever seen.”—Mr. Stephen Walsh (Minister for War). 

“ The art of government is the organisation of idolatry. 
G. Bernard Shaw.

Nice, France, Feb. 9, 1924.
[Our friend Tucker has taken a long time to discover what he 

terms, in a covering letter, our “amiable piraoy.” The “strong and 
graceful lettering” of our title first appeared on No. 31, June, 1889. 
But perhaps this is his way of telling us that ho scorned to read the 
exchange copies we sent him for many years.—Ed. Freedom.]

His was certainly
not the greatness of mind and heart—two essential fibres in the Anarcho-Syndicalists.
texture of true greatness. Lenin himself would have scoffed at
such—to him—“ bourgeois ” attributes. Largeness of spirit
generosity of heart, understanding for and compassion with an
opponent, were utterly lacking in the man who was yet so very
human in errors and often criminal blunders. It was given
to Lenin on more than one occasion to demonstrate real great­
ness, but he was so constituted that he saw neither the glorious
opportunity nor its universal significance. In that Lenin re­
mained true to his innermost self. Dnie (Day) of January 27 has paid for the Jesuitism of Lenin, for it has disintegrated the 
tells an interesting story. It was in 1890, during the terrible ranks of the oppressed everywhere. Only time will prove the 
famine in Russia. The whole Russian intelligentsia, regardless chaos, distrust, hatred, and disruption Leninism has spread 
of differences of opinion, united to devise ways and means to broadcast.
minister to the starving people. Tolstoy wrote a burning appeal But, then, Lenin believed implicitly in the need of sowing
for help. In the centre of the famine district, Samara, a group confusion, louthing, and disintegration. Ho considered it a 
of intelligentsia gathered to discuss their work for the famine- vital part of his doctrine. We have his own word for it. 
stricken. At that meeting a young man rose who expressed ‘ Krasnaya Latopies,” No. 7, contains un address of Lenin

to the Fifth Congress of the Russian Social De
Workers’ Party, representing Lenin’s defence before
ommittee of the party. He was charged with libel and slander

of thirty-one Mensheviks who had bolted the party and had
formed a block with some Cadets. The leader of this group 
was F. Dan. Lenin said this:—

“ In attacking political opponents, the form and not the
substance is of importance. Tn fact, the form represents the
tone which makes the whole music. The form then must call
out in the reader or the hearer hatred, disgust, loathing for
those who are being attacked. The aim of the form must be
not to convince, but to disrupt the ranks of the opponents; not
to improve their mistakes, but to annihilate, to wipe off the
face of the earth their organisation and their work. The form
of the attack must be such that it should call forth the most
evil thoughts and suspicion, and spread chaos and confusion in
the ranks of the proletariat.”

When he was asked if he did not consider such a method
reprehensible, Lenin replied:—” Yes, if used in one’s own
united party, against one’s own comrades. But in the case
of all political opponents, it is not only not reprehensible, it
is commendable and necessary. I repent, in my attack on the
Bolted group of the Mensheviks I deliberately and consciously
used the kind of form which would disrupt the ranks of the
proletariat, and would sow hatred, distrust, loathing against our
political enemies.”

No one can accuse Lenin of ever having minced words.
But that does not cover up the fact that all his life Lenin
injected a dangerous poison into the ranks of the proletariat.
Gradually his own ranks were infected by it. So long as Lenin
held the Bolshevik sceptre nothing was permitted to come to
the surface. Now, when death itself has relaxed the iron hold,
the poison so long dammed up has rushed forward, and is
threatening to engulf the whole edifice so painfully built up
by the great Jesuit of modern times.

Death is the equaliser of all life. It has come to Lenin
as it has come to hosts of victims of Leninism, only in a more
merciful manner. Dora Kaplan, Fanny Baron, Lev Tcherny,
and scores of others were made to die more than one cruel
death before they were put against the wall by Lenin’s Tcheka.
Their bodies did not lie in state. No homage was paid to them.
There were no funeral dirges sung, nor did the forty-times-
forty churches of Moscow ring out their mournful sounds.
Theirs was an ignominous death, for they remained true to the
Revolution, hence unsuccessful. Not so Lenin. He was suc­
cessful. He has built up a machine. He has resurrected the
evils the Revolution had come to slay—Capitalism, exploita­
tion, and all that follows in their wake. Small wonder Lenin
was buried with the pomp of a potentate, and that his king­
dom is now being recognised by the European Powers. Why
not? The Revolution is dead. Long live Leninism 1

The Vatican, Mussolini, Patriarch Tikhon, the reaction­
aries, adventurers and gamblers of the world, now pay tribute
to the man whom seven years ago they would have killed on
sight. Liars and hypocrites all of them. Their display of
respect and sympathy is only the cloak to cover their glee over a ’ KI D’ ”
the fact that Leninism is turning over to them the key to the OUT Amiable rlFRCy.
wealth of Russia, which they all stand ready to drain to its Editor oj Freedom J
uttermost. When the superannuated editor of Liberty gazes on the strong

However, the last word in the destiny of Russia has not and graceful lettering of Freedom’s title, his face wears a most self- 
yet been said. The people, so sublime in their wrath during satisfied expression, and he remarks in an undertone, with a twinkle 
the October days, will rise again to bear witness to the inalien- in his eye: “ Imitation is the sincerest flattery.
able truth that the triumph of Leninism and its dead master Benjamin R. Tucker.
was at the same time their tragic defeat.

himself as follows: ” The famine revolutionises the masses 
and facilitates the struggle with the Russian autocracy
therefore, consider the proposed relief work of this committee 
a crime. Of course, I have no desire to participate in this 
crime.” The young man was Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov Lenin.
I do not know whether the writer of this story (he was present 
at the meeting) is quite exact in his quotation of young Lenin’s 
speech. But it is so significant of the man’s make-up, and so 
much part of his attitude toward life and human suffering, that 
the story may well be true.

Lenin has demonstrated the same cold relentlessness on 
another significant occasion, in relation to Dora Kaplan, the
Social Revolutionist who had attempted his life. He knew that
Kaplan, with years of katorga on her back, was prompted in 
her act by no personal or counter-revolutionary motive. He 
knew also that her death would add nothing to his recovery 
or contribute to the well-being of Russia. He could have 
delivered himself of a grand gesture which would have endeared 
him to the very party Dora Kaplan belonged to. He could 
have spared her life. That would have shown greatness, and 
may have added a new and vital element to the whole course 
of the Revolution. But no one can get out of his skin. Being 
bereft of greatness, Lenin turned Dora Kaplan over to his 
henchmen, the Tcheka. Is it likely that Tolstoy, Kropotkin, or
Bakunin, the three great Russians, would have been guilty of 
such unnecessary and futile cruelty? But why cite these 
universal spirits? There were two women in the Anarchist move­
ment, Louise Michel and Voltairine de Cleyre. Their lives,

How did they act towards their
Did they demand the pound of flesh? On the

The Russian people, who had contrary, both refused to be a party to murder; they pleaded
staked their all in the Revolution, believed fervently in its for the lives of the men who had come to destroy them. When
strength, possibilities, and endurance. Lenin was too shrewd one compares the action of Louise Michel and Voltairine de
to go against such deep-rooted belief, such popular enthusiasm. Cleyre with that of Lenin, the latter makes a very poor showing
On the contrary, he went with the people and was for the most indeed.
extreme measures. His aim, however, was something quite yet Lenin had greatness, but it was the greatness of

utter disregard for the stupendous sacrifice brought to the altar
of his deity. In that sense the Torquemadas of all times were 
great. Some of them were known to have wept when they 
sent their victims to the torture chamber or to the stake, 

his hour had come—the hour to realise his dream. Not even Perhaps Lenin, too, has wept over the toll of his obsession, 
his bitterest enemies can say that Lenin ever stopped at any- Unfortunately, such tears have been the paralysing factor of the 
thing to achieve his aim. What if the Revolution was crushed spirit of man, und have curtailed his attempt at new forms of 
in the process What if thousands of lives were sacrificed to life. The Torquemadas were ever the most reactionary and 
a monstrous machine? What if Russia was brought to wreck truly counter-revolutionary forces in human history. And Lenin 
and ruin? The Marxian State emerged from the blood and was reactionary. All his political performances since 1917 arc 
ashes of a great beginning. The honours for that feat belong a living proof to his counter-revolutionary inclinations. Counter- 
entirely to Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. No one worked more revolutionary in the sense that each of his tactics added to the 
diligently and with such complete abandon to his purpose. The collapse of the Revolution. - • J
future, however, will not hesitate to show up the doubtful The Brest Peace struck the most deadly blow to the Revo-
character of the honour which has fallen to the lot of the fotion. The formation of the Tcheka turned Russia into a 
dead leader of Bolshevism, or Leninism, as his flock now fondly human slaughter house. The forcible tax collection, with its 
call the autocratic political scheme resting heavily upon the punitive expeditions, destroyed thousands of lives and devas- 
shoulders of fettered Russia. tated entire villages. Kronstadt with its bloody toll. The

The eulogists of Lenin call him great. His was certainly decree of war to the knife against Labour Opposition and the
(This secret order given to the Tenth 

Congress of the All-Russian Communist Party has now come to 
light. It was used as a prop by the Leninites in the recent 
discussion with the Opposition.) Finally, the re-introduction 
of Capitalism by means of the New Economic Policy. All that 
and more sprang from the brain of the man who is now canon­
ised as the saint of tile Communist Church, and all these 
measures helped to crush the Revolution and destroy the hope
of the Russian people. But not only Russia; the whole world

When I read the eulogies of Lenin by some of his bitterest
foes, I am reminded of Angelica Balabanova's admonitions to
Clare Sheridan, the lady who made busts of Lenin, Trotsky,
and some other Bolshevik leaders. Balabanova said to her:

Would you have thought of sculpting Lenin three years ago
when the English Government denounced him as a German
spy? Lenin did not make the Revolution. The Russian people
made it. Why not sculpt Russian working men and women—
they are the real heroes of the Revolution? Why all this sudden 
interest in Lenin? ”

With Balabanova I would say to those who now wax so
laudatory of Lenin (among them one even finds some Men­
sheviks and Social Revolutionists), why this sudden sympathy?
Why this- ecstatic outburst of homage to the man who but
yesterday was considered anathema Is it because of the
antiquated belief that one must speak kindly of the dead? Is
it that one needs courage to go against the tide of popular 
hero-worship? Or is it just rank hypocrisy? These writers
kuow as well as Balabanova that Lenin did not make the Revo­
lution. More, they know that be has unmade the Revolution.
Bit by bit, beginning with the historic ” breathing spell,” the
Brest Peace, until March, 1921, when he imposed his New
Economic Policy upon his sheep, Lenin was at his chosen task
to unmake the Revolution, to emasculate it, to shear it of its 
purpose, to destroy its substance, retaining only the outer
garments of the Revolution to be flaunted during dress parades ^00 been attempted,
of the Third International. assailants?

The task was not easy.

• • " 

• • • 
I• *•*

It is dangerous to belong to any organisation at all, 
because they have laws by which you can be made guilty of 
treason if you belong to any society which has members who 
belong to some other society which at some time or other ex­
pressed sympathy with some other society which was affiliated 
with some other society to which exception could be taken, and 
so on. It is very ingenious and sounds like a comic opera, until 
one gets fifteen years’ penal servitude. One of the finest women 
living was recently convicted in this way. She is rich and 
influential, and no one seems to know what has happened to 
her. She was out on bail, in view of an appeal, the last time 
I heard of her; but one must not inquire too closely....................
They imagine Magna Cliarta was adopted in this country, yet 
there is no jail delivery here. One may be years in prison with­
out trial. And now we have Prohibition 1 Art. Young, the 
cartoonist, sent out a Christmas card with the slogan : ‘ A Mil­
lion New Laws by 1925. Any Laws will do. Then perhaps 
we may be able to obey some of them.’ ”

The above is from a letter by an old friend now in Cali­
fornia—the State made famous by Henry George and many other 
noted writers and battlers for freedom. The woman referred to 
is Miss Anita Whitney, a well-known philanthropist, whose sole 
offence was that she was a member of the Socialist Party, 
which changed its name to Communist during the War. Writing 
from personal knowledge, we give it as our opinion that a more 
harmless, not to say impotent, body it would have been hard 
to find, for it consisted mainly of Germans who wasted their 
time on learned discussions respecting the economic interpreta­
tion of history, and similar innocuous futilities. However, during 
the War it was declared illegal, and, to the amazement of every­
one, Miss Whitney was condemned to fifteen years’ imprison­
ment for having retained her membership in it. We ourselves, 
knowing her absorption in various charitable occupations, have 
thought it probable that she had forgotten all about it.

Here is another and more recent instance of ” justice ” as 
it is now being administered in this boasted “ land of the free.” 
The California Defence News Service is working actively for 
repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism Law. One of its circulars 
found its way, by accident, to a man named Arnold, who had 
been drawn for jury service. Thereupon the official, one Tom 
Connors, who had posted the circular, was charged with ” cor­
ruptly attempting to influence a juror,” and was sentenced to 
five years’ imprisonment 1

California, a rich and beautiful State, has become the happy 
hunting-ground of millionaires and land monopolists. A righ­
teous public indignation has attacked and criticised these people, 

• and they have retaliated. As they dominate the legislature, the 
law courts, and the press, they have been able to institute a 
veritable Reign of Terror. Probably Russia has shown us nothing 
worse. For some years past whoever has ventured on any form 
of educational propaganda has done so at his own deadly peril.
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who direct the labour process. I» There are numbers of similarFREEDOM. Malatesta on the Russian Revolution.passages, and the entire pamphlet is .a defence of Dictatorship
in reality,

» •

as

Economic Policy, by which individual production and exchange
» »No Dictators Wanted.
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Wm. C. Owen.
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been sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, y 
doubtful whether he will serve the sentenoe.

Japan forty thousand convicts were pardon 
Amakasu being one of the favoured ones.
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Osugi’s Murderer Released.
When we announced in our January issue that Captain Amakasu, 

the brutal murderer of our Japanese comrade Sakaye Osugi, had 
been sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, we said: “ It is very 
doubtful whether he will serve the sentenoe.” Our surmise was 
correct. We learn from the Indus trial I Former (Seattle), February 16, 
that on the occasion of the recent marriage of the Prince Regent of 
Japan forty thousand convicts wore pardoned and set free, Captain 
Amakasu being ono of the favoured ones. This seems to us proof 
positive that the Japanese Government instigated the massacre of 
revolutionists which took place immediately after the earthquake, 
and that the prosecution of a few of the murderers was a sham to 
hide their own complicity in the matter.

A Journal of Anarchist Communism.
Monthly, Twopence; post-free, 2|d. Annual Subscription, 2s. 6d. post-free. 
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scription is due, and must be sent before next month to ensnre receipt of paper.
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were again permitted. And how did Lenin defend the change 
of front? By the plea of necessity; by the argument, that a 
temporary retirement would lead to a further advance; by the 
assurance that, as long as- the State had control of the nation’s 
resources, and of its foreign trade, it would hold the whip 
hand and Karl Marxism would still be safe. Is not. that 
exactly what the Independent Labour Party is urging? Indeed 
it is, precisely. The Socialist position is always and every­
where the same ; the only difference being that in Russia it is 
in power and dares to speak out, while here it dares not.

Nowadays, as I remarked previously, these things cannot be 
hid. Thousands of sharp-eyed travellers and correspondents 
report the facts. Tens of thousands of keenly analytical minds 
dissect them. Thus they are spread abroad, by individual 
enterprise, in every country, and sooner or later the whole body 
of the people grasps the truth. Then another gigantic sham is 
exploded, and we shall draw nearer to the truth that not in 
Coercion and State Authority, but in Freedom and the securing 
of Equal Opportunity for All, does our salvation lie.

Between these two opposites no compromise is possible, 
and we Anarchists would have no temptation to compromise, 
even if we could. For years we have been gathering our evi­
dence. In country after country we have seen State Socialism 
come to sudden bloom and wilt as the snow on the desert 
when the sun comes out. Nowhere is it any longer a vital 
force; but the passion behind it—the passion to reduce our 
fellow creatures to helplessness that we may dominate over 
and exploit them-—still holds the world in chains. Everywhere 
Monopoly is still able to issue its decrees and enforce sub­
mission to them; and until the masses grasp that simple fact, 
and centre their energies on removing it, no real escape from 
slavery is even thinkable.

However, we are progressing, and probably at a most rapid 
pace. Our boys and girls now insist on their personal inde­
pendence ; our workers grow more and more restive beneath 
the monopolist’s whip. We criticise the pulpit, and eye the 
law-decreeing politician with growing distrust. These are 
powerful currents, and they are bearing us steadily toward 
Freedom. No one, not even the Canute of State Socialism, 
will be able to stop that steadily inflowing tide; and about all 
that is now wanted is a clearer understanding of what Freedom 
is, and how it can bo won. Its essence is, of course, self- 
government, as opposed to government by others. It can be 
won only by the abolition of those monopolies which confer 
upon the few the fatal privilege of dictating, distorting, and 
paralysing the lives of the many, whose destinies should be 
confided, under equality of opportunity, to the care of their 
own hands.

rip la' <

Let us pass to Russia for proof. In March, 1917, the 
Tsar had abdicated, the official class and the aristocracy had 
been overthrown, the peasants were streaming back from the 
War and were taking possession of the land. No power could 
stop them, but on November 7 Lenin and his followers, using 
“ All power to the Soviets! ” as their seductive battle-cry, 
seized bv violence the reins of Government and brought about 
a second Revolution. On the following day, as Trotsky tells 
us in his “ Russian Revolution ” (p. 88), a Congress of the 
Soviets—pale shadows of the actual governors—was held; a 
new central authority, the Council of People’s Commissaries-, 
was formed, and Lenin introduced two decrees, on peace and 
on the land. Note the words fr central authority ” and 
II 3____ » >decrees.

A second land decree was promulgated, and Lenin subse­
quently explained the meaning of these two long and com­
plicated documents in a speech which the Independent Labour 
Party has published as a pamphlet.—“ The Land Revolution 
in Russia.” Turn to page 15 of that pamphlet and you will 
find Lenin addressing his audience thus: “ You will read that, 
amongst the persons- and institutions who may enjoy the posses­
sion of land, the first place is held by the State, the second 
by public bodies under Soviet control, the third by agricultural 
communes, and the fourth by agricultural co-operative 
societies. ”

The one object of that speech and those decrees was to 
secure it that the land should be no longer under the control 
of the individual cultivator, but under that of State officials. 
This also is precisely the idea set forth in the Independent 
Labour Party’s pamphlet, and it is this identity of aim which 
constitutes, as I have said before, Socialist solidarity throughout 
the world. For this our English Socialists, respectable and 
constitutional to the backbone, will swallow complacently all 
Zinoviev’s brutal insults and wink at the Cheka’s hideous 
crimes. Their goal is- identical. Bv international unity they 
hope finally to mount the throne and establish their dictator­
ship in every country.

Note also the immediate and inevitable consequences of 
these decrees that the State shall have the first call on the 
land. The governing oligarchy is in need of money, and raises 
it by granting concessions of territory to foreign financiers. 
Tt needs- to strengthen its position by forming alliances with 
other Powers, and to obtain these it bribes men of influence 
with more concessions. All this has been going on for several 
years in Russia, and always the Dictatorship’s brother Socialists 
have backed it up. As we Anarchists see it, and as any 
straight-thinking man will see it, Lenin or Zinoviev or Kameneff 
had no more right to give away Russia’s natural resources than 
I should have. Tn Mexico, Porfirio Diaz, who also seized Dic­
tatorship under the guise of Revolution, similarly gave away 
to foreign capitalists about everything worth having in the 
country; but the Mexicans finally plucked up the courage to 
drive him into exile, where he died.

When the light of fearless investigation is turned on all 
this business it is seen to be rotten to the core, and the longer 
it lives the more putrid it becomes. By no possibility can it 
be reconciled with any plausible theory of human rights, and 
this is so obvious that the Socialists are driven to the extremity 
of denying, with Mr. Sidney Webb, the very existence of such 
rights; a stand we regard as fatal to the disinterested masses 
now struggling for the establishment of their free and equal 
right to life. Tn practice, of course, this preposterous theory 
leads invariably to total smash, and for proof of this also we 
turn to Russia.

Study Lenin’s speech on ” The Soviets at Work,” pub­
lished by the Socialist Information and Research Bureau, of 
Glasgow, if you want to learn his conception of the rdle tho 
Soviets—the worker’s associations—should play. In A. Lavin’s 

Foreword ” to the pamphlet Lenin is praised because ” he 
speaks of the necessity of absolute submission to the will of 
the Soviet director during work.” The Revolution demands, 
says Lenin (p. 35), and in the interest of Socialism, ” the 
absolute submission of the masses to the single will of those

by the so-called Soviet directors, who, 
officials.

Of course, it broke down. The Soviets became the mere 
echo of the autocratic bureaucracy, which enforced its decrees 
through the Cheka and by as cruel a penal code as history has 
recorded; but, although the town-worker was crushed, the 
peasant, tired of being requisitioned at the bayonet’s point, 
played his one decisive card and shut off supplies. That, forced 
the Dictatorship’s hands, and compelled it to adopt the New

Malatesta has written a preface to the Spanish edition of 
Luigi Fabbri’s “ Dittatura e Rivoluzione ” (Dictatorship and 
Revolution ), in which he reviews succinctly developments in 
Russia since the first publication of that most excellent work. 
His preface runs, in part, as follows: —

Written about two years ago, Luigi Fabbri’s book on the 
Russian Revolution is as fresh as ever and remains still, to the 
best of my knowledge, the leading work upon that, subject. 
Subsequent events in Russia have merely emphasised its value, 
by giving to the deductions drawn by Fabbri from the facts then 
known, and from the principles of Anarchism, the confirmation 
of experience.

The subject with which the book deals is old indeed, for it 
treats of the eternal conflict between liberty and authority which 
has filled the history of the past and with which the world to-day 
is more than ever in travail. On the vicissitudes of that 
struggle depends the fate of revolutions, now and in the future.

The development of the Russian Revolution has followed the 
rhythm of all previous revolutions. After its ascendant period, 
in which it strove for greater justice and more liberty—a period 
in which the people attacked and overthrew the constituted 
powers—came the reaction. This reaction began when a new 
Government succeeded in establishing itself. This new power 
applied itself, at times slowly and gradually, and at other times 
by violent and rapid methods, to the greatest possible destruction 
of the revolution's conquests, and the founding of an order which 
should assure the permanence in power of the new governing 
class while defending the interests of the newly-privileged and 
those of the ancient regime who had managed to weather the 
storm.

In Russia, thanks to exceptional circumstances, the people 
overthrew the Tsarist regime and set up, of their own free and 
spontaneous initiative, Soviets (local committees of working men 
and peasants, representing the rights of the toilers and under 
their immediate control). They expropriated the industrialists 
and great landed proprietors, and, in the name of equality ana 
liberty, and of a justice more or less relative, founded the new 
social life. Thus the Revolution was developing and carrying 
out the greatest social experiment hitherto recorded by history. 
It was giving the world the example of a great people which, 
setting all its faculties in operation, was attaining its emancipa­
tion and organising its life in accord with its own instincts and 
will, free from any external pressure which should constrain it 
into serving the interests of a privileged class.

Unhappily among those who did most toward giving the old 
regime the deciding blow were fanatical doctrinaires; men fero­
ciously convinced that they possessed “ the truth ”; men who 
believed they had a mission to “ save ” the people; men who 
considered that safety was tp bo found only by following the 
path they themselves had pointed out. Profiting by the prestige 
acquired by the role they had played in the Revolution, and by 
the strength of their own organisation, they succeeded in seiz­
ing power and reducing to impotence those others, and especially 
the Anarchists, who also, and even more than they themselves, 
had helped to make tho Revolution. But these others were not 
able to offer any effective opposition to this usurpation, for they 
were scattered, they had no preliminary understanding among 
themselves, they had hardly any organisation. From that 
moment the Revolution was lost.

The new power, as is tho nature of all Governments, sought 
to concentrate in its own hands the whole country’s life, and 
to suppress all initiative and every movement springing from 
the bosom of the people. At the very outset it created for its 
owu defence a pretorian army, and later a regular army and a 
powerful police force whose ferocity and mania for the assas­
sination of liberty exceeded even that of the Tsarist regime. It 
established a hugely-numerous bureaucracy; it reduced the 
Soviets to tho position of being simply tho instruments of the 
central power; at the point of the bayonet it forced them to 
dissolve; it suppressed by violence, and often by bloody violence, 
all opposition; it sought to impose its social programme on

We are being humbugged, as the masses have always- been 
humbugged by those who have used them as stepping-stones 
to power. But there is this much about it—nowadays the 
imposture is exposed more quickly. Events move fast. Their 
news is telegraphed to ail the quarters of the globe, and is 
discussed through countless channels. Roughly, but more exactly 
as time passes, all that has happened in Russia is becoming 
known. Socialism is being dragged into the open, and its 
worship of the dictatorial State is getting understood as what 
it is. The storm-tossed waters are beginning to run clear. We 
are arriving at the facts.

Everyone knows that this island is owned by a mere handful 
of landlords, and that the masses have been driven into a few 
great cities where they must eke out a precarious existence on 
jobs doled out. The Socialists promised to tackle that, for their 
one anxiety was to get the people’s vote. Now, observe how 
they redeem the promise. Their Chancellor of the Exchequer 
fathers a bill under which, for example, the Duke of West­
minster will receive some £50,000,000 compensation when they 
nationalise his land—that is to say, when they transfer it to 
the custody of their bureaucratic State. The agricultural 
labourer is receiving 23s. 6d. a week, and they propose to free 
him from his slavery by letting him a cottage at 9s. a week 
and appointing Agricultural Committees to see to it that land 
is properly cultivated. And the Independent Labour Party 
Socialists issue a pamphlet setting out their land policy, which 
will be virtually that of the Labour Party now in office. Here 
is an extract to which we invite attention:—

” Our markets are dominated by imports. The key to 
control is that the State should set up a chartered, disinterested 
monopoly for the purchase, importation, and storage of staple 

It must have sole right to import wheat, flour, and 
It should work with a State guarantee under the 

Ministry of Agriculture, but as a detached Board of Supply. 
There was ample experience of such schemes under war 
contracts.

Remember that the State everywhere, under every form 
of Government, is a Dictator which issues its edicts in the form 
of laws; takes from the earnings of the public, in the form 
of taxes, whatever sums it chooses, and compels with all the 
violence at its command submission to its arbitrary invasions. 
What the Socialists now propose to do is to extend that auto­
cratic power to a point at which their officials will command 
our food supply. Then “ Obey or Starve!
maturn, enforced with all the punitive 
possesses.

Do you wonder that the Anarchists, who are fighting for 
Freedom and Equality of Opportunity for All, oppose that pro­
gramme? But please observe that this is Socialism’s real 
programme everywhere. With smooth and honeyed words it 
is working here for what Lenin put through with fire and sword 
in Russia. The Third International smothers Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald with abuse because he is moving too slowly for 
its taste, but Mr. MacDonald is trying to get, by soft talk and 
political jugglery, exactly what Moscow is after.
tion, control, the straitjacketing of you, and
one outside the governing circle—this is the universal pro- 

It constitutes the Socialist solidarity throughout the
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Osugi’s Murderer Released.
When we announced in our January issue that Captain Amakasu, 

the brutal murderer of our Japanese comrade Sakaye Osugi, had 
been sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, we said: “ It is very 
doubtful whether he will serve the sentenoe.” Our surmise was 
correct. We learn from the Indus trial I Former (Seattle), February 16, 
that on the occasion of the recent marriage of the Prince Regent of 
Japan forty thousand convicts wore pardoned and set free, Captain 
Amakasu being ono of the favoured ones. This seems to us proof 
positive that the Japanese Government instigated the massacre of 
revolutionists which took place immediately after the earthquake, 
and that the prosecution of a few of the murderers was a sham to 
hide their own complicity in the matter.
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were again permitted. And how did Lenin defend the change 
of front? By the plea of necessity; by the argument, that a 
temporary retirement would lead to a further advance; by the 
assurance that, as long as- the State had control of the nation’s 
resources, and of its foreign trade, it would hold the whip 
hand and Karl Marxism would still be safe. Is not. that 
exactly what the Independent Labour Party is urging? Indeed 
it is, precisely. The Socialist position is always and every­
where the same ; the only difference being that in Russia it is 
in power and dares to speak out, while here it dares not.

Nowadays, as I remarked previously, these things cannot be 
hid. Thousands of sharp-eyed travellers and correspondents 
report the facts. Tens of thousands of keenly analytical minds 
dissect them. Thus they are spread abroad, by individual 
enterprise, in every country, and sooner or later the whole body 
of the people grasps the truth. Then another gigantic sham is 
exploded, and we shall draw nearer to the truth that not in 
Coercion and State Authority, but in Freedom and the securing 
of Equal Opportunity for All, does our salvation lie.

Between these two opposites no compromise is possible, 
and we Anarchists would have no temptation to compromise, 
even if we could. For years we have been gathering our evi­
dence. In country after country we have seen State Socialism 
come to sudden bloom and wilt as the snow on the desert 
when the sun comes out. Nowhere is it any longer a vital 
force; but the passion behind it—the passion to reduce our 
fellow creatures to helplessness that we may dominate over 
and exploit them-—still holds the world in chains. Everywhere 
Monopoly is still able to issue its decrees and enforce sub­
mission to them; and until the masses grasp that simple fact, 
and centre their energies on removing it, no real escape from 
slavery is even thinkable.

However, we are progressing, and probably at a most rapid 
pace. Our boys and girls now insist on their personal inde­
pendence ; our workers grow more and more restive beneath 
the monopolist’s whip. We criticise the pulpit, and eye the 
law-decreeing politician with growing distrust. These are 
powerful currents, and they are bearing us steadily toward 
Freedom. No one, not even the Canute of State Socialism, 
will be able to stop that steadily inflowing tide; and about all 
that is now wanted is a clearer understanding of what Freedom 
is, and how it can bo won. Its essence is, of course, self- 
government, as opposed to government by others. It can be 
won only by the abolition of those monopolies which confer 
upon the few the fatal privilege of dictating, distorting, and 
paralysing the lives of the many, whose destinies should be 
confided, under equality of opportunity, to the care of their 
own hands.

rip la' <

Let us pass to Russia for proof. In March, 1917, the 
Tsar had abdicated, the official class and the aristocracy had 
been overthrown, the peasants were streaming back from the 
War and were taking possession of the land. No power could 
stop them, but on November 7 Lenin and his followers, using 
“ All power to the Soviets! ” as their seductive battle-cry, 
seized bv violence the reins of Government and brought about 
a second Revolution. On the following day, as Trotsky tells 
us in his “ Russian Revolution ” (p. 88), a Congress of the 
Soviets—pale shadows of the actual governors—was held; a 
new central authority, the Council of People’s Commissaries-, 
was formed, and Lenin introduced two decrees, on peace and 
on the land. Note the words fr central authority ” and 
II 3____ » >decrees.

A second land decree was promulgated, and Lenin subse­
quently explained the meaning of these two long and com­
plicated documents in a speech which the Independent Labour 
Party has published as a pamphlet.—“ The Land Revolution 
in Russia.” Turn to page 15 of that pamphlet and you will 
find Lenin addressing his audience thus: “ You will read that, 
amongst the persons- and institutions who may enjoy the posses­
sion of land, the first place is held by the State, the second 
by public bodies under Soviet control, the third by agricultural 
communes, and the fourth by agricultural co-operative 
societies. ”

The one object of that speech and those decrees was to 
secure it that the land should be no longer under the control 
of the individual cultivator, but under that of State officials. 
This also is precisely the idea set forth in the Independent 
Labour Party’s pamphlet, and it is this identity of aim which 
constitutes, as I have said before, Socialist solidarity throughout 
the world. For this our English Socialists, respectable and 
constitutional to the backbone, will swallow complacently all 
Zinoviev’s brutal insults and wink at the Cheka’s hideous 
crimes. Their goal is- identical. Bv international unity they 
hope finally to mount the throne and establish their dictator­
ship in every country.

Note also the immediate and inevitable consequences of 
these decrees that the State shall have the first call on the 
land. The governing oligarchy is in need of money, and raises 
it by granting concessions of territory to foreign financiers. 
Tt needs- to strengthen its position by forming alliances with 
other Powers, and to obtain these it bribes men of influence 
with more concessions. All this has been going on for several 
years in Russia, and always the Dictatorship’s brother Socialists 
have backed it up. As we Anarchists see it, and as any 
straight-thinking man will see it, Lenin or Zinoviev or Kameneff 
had no more right to give away Russia’s natural resources than 
I should have. Tn Mexico, Porfirio Diaz, who also seized Dic­
tatorship under the guise of Revolution, similarly gave away 
to foreign capitalists about everything worth having in the 
country; but the Mexicans finally plucked up the courage to 
drive him into exile, where he died.

When the light of fearless investigation is turned on all 
this business it is seen to be rotten to the core, and the longer 
it lives the more putrid it becomes. By no possibility can it 
be reconciled with any plausible theory of human rights, and 
this is so obvious that the Socialists are driven to the extremity 
of denying, with Mr. Sidney Webb, the very existence of such 
rights; a stand we regard as fatal to the disinterested masses 
now struggling for the establishment of their free and equal 
right to life. Tn practice, of course, this preposterous theory 
leads invariably to total smash, and for proof of this also we 
turn to Russia.

Study Lenin’s speech on ” The Soviets at Work,” pub­
lished by the Socialist Information and Research Bureau, of 
Glasgow, if you want to learn his conception of the rdle tho 
Soviets—the worker’s associations—should play. In A. Lavin’s 

Foreword ” to the pamphlet Lenin is praised because ” he 
speaks of the necessity of absolute submission to the will of 
the Soviet director during work.” The Revolution demands, 
says Lenin (p. 35), and in the interest of Socialism, ” the 
absolute submission of the masses to the single will of those

by the so-called Soviet directors, who, 
officials.

Of course, it broke down. The Soviets became the mere 
echo of the autocratic bureaucracy, which enforced its decrees 
through the Cheka and by as cruel a penal code as history has 
recorded; but, although the town-worker was crushed, the 
peasant, tired of being requisitioned at the bayonet’s point, 
played his one decisive card and shut off supplies. That, forced 
the Dictatorship’s hands, and compelled it to adopt the New

Malatesta has written a preface to the Spanish edition of 
Luigi Fabbri’s “ Dittatura e Rivoluzione ” (Dictatorship and 
Revolution ), in which he reviews succinctly developments in 
Russia since the first publication of that most excellent work. 
His preface runs, in part, as follows: —

Written about two years ago, Luigi Fabbri’s book on the 
Russian Revolution is as fresh as ever and remains still, to the 
best of my knowledge, the leading work upon that, subject. 
Subsequent events in Russia have merely emphasised its value, 
by giving to the deductions drawn by Fabbri from the facts then 
known, and from the principles of Anarchism, the confirmation 
of experience.

The subject with which the book deals is old indeed, for it 
treats of the eternal conflict between liberty and authority which 
has filled the history of the past and with which the world to-day 
is more than ever in travail. On the vicissitudes of that 
struggle depends the fate of revolutions, now and in the future.

The development of the Russian Revolution has followed the 
rhythm of all previous revolutions. After its ascendant period, 
in which it strove for greater justice and more liberty—a period 
in which the people attacked and overthrew the constituted 
powers—came the reaction. This reaction began when a new 
Government succeeded in establishing itself. This new power 
applied itself, at times slowly and gradually, and at other times 
by violent and rapid methods, to the greatest possible destruction 
of the revolution's conquests, and the founding of an order which 
should assure the permanence in power of the new governing 
class while defending the interests of the newly-privileged and 
those of the ancient regime who had managed to weather the 
storm.

In Russia, thanks to exceptional circumstances, the people 
overthrew the Tsarist regime and set up, of their own free and 
spontaneous initiative, Soviets (local committees of working men 
and peasants, representing the rights of the toilers and under 
their immediate control). They expropriated the industrialists 
and great landed proprietors, and, in the name of equality ana 
liberty, and of a justice more or less relative, founded the new 
social life. Thus the Revolution was developing and carrying 
out the greatest social experiment hitherto recorded by history. 
It was giving the world the example of a great people which, 
setting all its faculties in operation, was attaining its emancipa­
tion and organising its life in accord with its own instincts and 
will, free from any external pressure which should constrain it 
into serving the interests of a privileged class.

Unhappily among those who did most toward giving the old 
regime the deciding blow were fanatical doctrinaires; men fero­
ciously convinced that they possessed “ the truth ”; men who 
believed they had a mission to “ save ” the people; men who 
considered that safety was tp bo found only by following the 
path they themselves had pointed out. Profiting by the prestige 
acquired by the role they had played in the Revolution, and by 
the strength of their own organisation, they succeeded in seiz­
ing power and reducing to impotence those others, and especially 
the Anarchists, who also, and even more than they themselves, 
had helped to make tho Revolution. But these others were not 
able to offer any effective opposition to this usurpation, for they 
were scattered, they had no preliminary understanding among 
themselves, they had hardly any organisation. From that 
moment the Revolution was lost.

The new power, as is tho nature of all Governments, sought 
to concentrate in its own hands the whole country’s life, and 
to suppress all initiative and every movement springing from 
the bosom of the people. At the very outset it created for its 
owu defence a pretorian army, and later a regular army and a 
powerful police force whose ferocity and mania for the assas­
sination of liberty exceeded even that of the Tsarist regime. It 
established a hugely-numerous bureaucracy; it reduced the 
Soviets to tho position of being simply tho instruments of the 
central power; at the point of the bayonet it forced them to 
dissolve; it suppressed by violence, and often by bloody violence, 
all opposition; it sought to impose its social programme on

We are being humbugged, as the masses have always- been 
humbugged by those who have used them as stepping-stones 
to power. But there is this much about it—nowadays the 
imposture is exposed more quickly. Events move fast. Their 
news is telegraphed to ail the quarters of the globe, and is 
discussed through countless channels. Roughly, but more exactly 
as time passes, all that has happened in Russia is becoming 
known. Socialism is being dragged into the open, and its 
worship of the dictatorial State is getting understood as what 
it is. The storm-tossed waters are beginning to run clear. We 
are arriving at the facts.

Everyone knows that this island is owned by a mere handful 
of landlords, and that the masses have been driven into a few 
great cities where they must eke out a precarious existence on 
jobs doled out. The Socialists promised to tackle that, for their 
one anxiety was to get the people’s vote. Now, observe how 
they redeem the promise. Their Chancellor of the Exchequer 
fathers a bill under which, for example, the Duke of West­
minster will receive some £50,000,000 compensation when they 
nationalise his land—that is to say, when they transfer it to 
the custody of their bureaucratic State. The agricultural 
labourer is receiving 23s. 6d. a week, and they propose to free 
him from his slavery by letting him a cottage at 9s. a week 
and appointing Agricultural Committees to see to it that land 
is properly cultivated. And the Independent Labour Party 
Socialists issue a pamphlet setting out their land policy, which 
will be virtually that of the Labour Party now in office. Here 
is an extract to which we invite attention:—

” Our markets are dominated by imports. The key to 
control is that the State should set up a chartered, disinterested 
monopoly for the purchase, importation, and storage of staple 

It must have sole right to import wheat, flour, and 
It should work with a State guarantee under the 

Ministry of Agriculture, but as a detached Board of Supply. 
There was ample experience of such schemes under war 
contracts.

Remember that the State everywhere, under every form 
of Government, is a Dictator which issues its edicts in the form 
of laws; takes from the earnings of the public, in the form 
of taxes, whatever sums it chooses, and compels with all the 
violence at its command submission to its arbitrary invasions. 
What the Socialists now propose to do is to extend that auto­
cratic power to a point at which their officials will command 
our food supply. Then “ Obey or Starve!
maturn, enforced with all the punitive 
possesses.

Do you wonder that the Anarchists, who are fighting for 
Freedom and Equality of Opportunity for All, oppose that pro­
gramme? But please observe that this is Socialism’s real 
programme everywhere. With smooth and honeyed words it 
is working here for what Lenin put through with fire and sword 
in Russia. The Third International smothers Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald with abuse because he is moving too slowly for 
its taste, but Mr. MacDonald is trying to get, by soft talk and 
political jugglery, exactly what Moscow is after.
tion, control, the straitjacketing of you, and
one outside the governing circle—this is the universal pro- 

It constitutes the Socialist solidarity throughout the
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Then a charming though sad portion follows: Bakunin’s corre- 

a portion of 
; in his 

She begged

favourite sister Tatiana and one of his brothers, show him cheerful, 
or pretending cheerfulness, reconstructing in these letters the happy

their guarantee as hostages for his quiet behaviour. 
Bakunin’s letters, beginning January 4, 1852, after he had

I

and exceedingly intimate family circle of his early years which ... 
know from the many letters and traditions in Korniloff’s book, based

agents proclaimed the strike to be one not against the slave­
buyers, but against the union. At the same time the latter 
called for the State to take the place of the private buyer. In 
such case revolt against the price fixed would be a revolt against 
the State, and, as sedition, would be crushed by law, as has 
frequently occurred elsewhere.”

One.
Mr. Soddy evidently has no conception of natural processes, 

although lm is a noted chemist. Apparently it has not entered 
his head that men, as individuals, should bo free to labour for 
the satisfaction of their wants, and free to exchange, by mutual 
arrangement, the product of their toil. Such a conception may 
be true or false, but it cannot be ignored, for on this one point 
all discussions of the money question turn. If the State is to 
be regarded as Labour’s emancipator, it may be desirable to 
endow it with the all-embracing powers Mr. Soddy proposes. 
If, on the other hand, the future lies with individual self-govern­
ment, as the Anarchists believe, his scheme is worthless. You 
may believe in individual freedom, or you may believe in govern­
ment of the individual for the supposed benefit of the whole. 
You cannot believe in both.

workers and rebellious peasants, thereby discouraging and para­
lysing production.

The new Government defended Russian territory well against 
the attacks of the European reaction, but it did not succeed in 
saving the Revolution, for with its own hands it had strangled 
it, though it tried all the time to preserve appearances and 
forms. And now it is using every effort to get the bourgeois 
Governments to recognise it; it is trying to enter into cordial 
relations with them; to re-establish the capitalistic system; in 
short, to bury the Revolution, once and for all. Thus all the 
hopes that the Russian Revolution had raised among the prole­
tariat of the world will have been betrayed.

Certainly Russia will not become again as she was, for there 
is no revolution which does not leave behind it deep traces, 
awakening and elevating the people’s soul, and creating new 
possibilities for the future. The results, however, will be far 
inferior to those that were hoped for and could have been ob­
tained, and they are out of all proportion to the sufferings that 
have been endured and to the blood that has been shed.

upon an

is again reproduced in a careful edition, with 
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spondence with his family from the fortress—or at least _ 
it—and the letters of his mother to the Tsar and high officials 
favour, efforts which she continued until April, 1861. L_ 
them to let him live with her, and his five brothers offered the"Tsar 
their guarantee as hostages for his quiet behaviour. The first of 
Bakunin’s letters, beginning January 4, 1852, after he had seen his

Bakunin in prison clings again to this Utopia, which, indeed, formed 
his mind and prepared it to be receptive to generous ideas.

From the correspondence with officials or their letters we learn 
how every slight improvement in his position in Siberia had to be 
begged for over and over again; the only refreshing detail, known 
before but not in the verbatim text, is the letter of Count Muravieff 
(May 18, 1858), the Governor of Eastern Siberia and Bakunin’s near 
relative, who, when he had secured the Amur territory for the Tsar, 
demanded as his best reward the pardon of Speshnev, Lvoff, Petra- 
shevsky (of the deported Petrashevsky group of 1848), and of his 
relative Bakunin. He did not get it.

The book concludes with the documents accumulating after 
Bakunin’s happy escape from Siberia. We learn that two midship­
men, about a month too late, delivered an urgent letter recommending 
that he be watched; and that a miserable informer who denounced 
his intention to escape, when the ship which bore him away was still 
in sight and another ship under steam was to hand to hunt him 
down, met with the philosophical or humanitarian or very well acted 
indifference of the official, who listened to his deposition while the 
ship went out of sight, and the warning was sent by a rather slow 
route to a place where Bakunin never went. Whether red tape, 
human feeling, or secret understanding brought about this happy 
result, remains a mystery.

This is a welcome book of Bakunin details, showing his ordeals 
and how he came well out of them. M. N.

February 24.

The Commonwealth Land Party, of 43, Chancery Lane,
W.C.2, has issued, at the price of 2d., a handsome 32-page
pamphlet entitled ” The Restoration of Hope,” by R. L. Outh-
waite, Editor of the Commonweal. It is an i
the masses, urging them to secure their right to existence by
asserting and enforcing their title to the free and equal use of
the laud, as being mankind’s sole tool and warehouse of supplies.
Land Monopoly is attacked from various angles as the basic the market
cause of poverty, the fountain head of caste and special privi­
lege, the cornerstone of militarism and war. This chord Is
struck persistently, and Mr. Outhwaite has not a particle of
patience with the timorous palliatives by which reformers try
to relieve us from the consequences of our refusal to acknowledge
the fundamental law of Life. The futile efforts of Trade Union­
ism are set out in the following passage: —

The slaves seek to keep up their price by the formation 
of trade unions for collective bargaining, and fix a price below
which they will not sell themselves. When the labour market 
is not overstocked trade unionism call exercise some effect. 
When, as at present in Britain, the labour market is over­
stocked and the price of labour has been forced down to the
subsistence level, trade unionism operates to the benefit of the
buyers of labour, as this ineffective organisation of the slaves
keeps them under the authority of their own agents and from ALBUM OF THE FUNERAL OF PETER KROPOTKIN in MOSCOW, 
revolt. When, as in the case of the recent Dockers’ Strike in February 13, 19*21. With an Introduction by R. Rocker. Con-
Britain, men revolted against the acceptance of the terms ar- tains 31 photographs, including two of Kropotkin taken after
ranged by their agents for their sale to the buyers, their own death. Price Is., postage 2d. From Freedom Press

Materials for the Biography of M. Bakunin. From Documents in 
the Archives of the late Third Department [of State Police] 
and the Ministry of the Navy. Edited and Annotated by 
Viatcheslav Polonski. T. I. Moscow, State Edition, 1923. 
xii, 439, 8vo.

Two or three years ago much noise was made about the 
memorial written by Bakunin at the request of Tsar Nicholas I 
(1851). Before it was ever published, some persons—above all, an 
ex-Anarchist turned Communist, who had not even read its full text 
—proceeded to discredit and vilify Bakunin on the strength of this 
document, the full text of which, published in 1921, with an intro­
duction by the editor of the present volume, was sufficient to silence 
these intrigues. To-day Bakunin’s name stands higher than ever 
and his traducers are no longer heard of.

But one thing was still wanted : that the document in question 
and others should be presented in their right milieu or frame, and 
this is done by the present volume. This was the way, in fairness 
to Bakunin, in which these publications from Russian archives ought 
to have begun years ago. I am glad to see this has been done now; 
better late than never.

It is a priori likely that, when we know a man’s life from infancy 
to deathbed from a thousand sources, source number thousand and 
one will not modify the impression we have of him, but may add 
some welcome new- touches at the most. So it is with the “ Con­
fession ” and this whole volume of Bakunin documents.

He and comrades of his were tried for their lives from 1849 to 
1851 ; even twice over in his case, in Saxony and in Austria. These 
long inquisitorial trials were flagrant revolutionary facts; the testi­
mony and confessions of the accused and documentary evidence 
seized brought a great number of facts to the knowledge of the 
judicial authorities (which in Bakunin’s case were eagerly picked up 
by Russian representatives and sent to the Tsar’s police). These 
facts were summarised and used against the prisoners in long accu­
sations, and the prisoners were given the opportunity to present 
statements in their defence. Of this opportunity Bakunin, always 
willing to argue matters out with opponents, made use of in a long 
written defence, some extracts of which I gathered long since from 
a letter on this subject whieh he sent to his lawyer (March 23,1850).

Thus Bakunin knew exactly what facts had been discovered by 
the authorities, and he also knew the many facts upon which, when 
questioned, he refused to reply, expressed himself in generalities, or 
pretended failing memory, just as the others did also, though some­
times an unreflected admission gave the inquiring judge a chance, 
and then the others also had to give up this indefensible position.

Bakunin’s case was aggravated by the fact that, as through his 
public life since the end of 1847, so also through these trials ran a 
stream of slander and false accusations circulated against him by the 
Russian Embassy in Paris since he first had publicly proclaimed the 
reconciliation of Russians and Poles and their struggle in common 
against Tsarism (November, 1847).

When face to face with the Tsar in the memorial of 1851, called 
the “ Confession ” (in the Catholic religious sense), he knew there­
fore exactly which facts of his personal and of his revolutionary life 
were known to his prosecutors and what they did not know and 
must not learn ; he knew also which pretended facts, invented against 
him, had given a particularly ugly aspect to his case in the eyes of 
the Tsar; and just as almost every prisoner, however much he 
despises those who judge him, wishes to put his case in his own 
words, so Bakunin wrote the memorial of 1851 for the Tsar.

I dissected this document two years ago, examining every state­
ment by itself, and found that it was written with great discretion 
and care, putting the best face on all that was known, ceding not an 
inch of new ground; and where it was explicit was where Bakunin, 
inspired by nationalist ardour, his Slav sentiment, which was so 
strong in him in 1848-49 and had not yet abated in 1851, spoke to 
the Tsar as a fellow-Slav, for nationalism makes strange bedfellows 
like every other common creed.

The present volume contains on pages 3-94 unpublished docu­
ments seized among Bakunin’s papers or referring to the trials, sent 
to Russia at the time; also a copy of the letter to the lawyer, which 
I knew already. This material shows to what extent the “ Confes­
sion ” is a Circumscription of the results of the trials, and it would 
have been the right thing to publish all these papers together from 

The brutal massacre and persecution of Koreans, Anarchists, 
and Revolutionary Syndicalists by the Government, after the great 
earthquake, scared pseudo-revolutionists into repudiating their ideas 
and turning their backs upon the despondent workers. Mr. Hitoshi 
Yamakawa, a Communist leader, for example, terrorised by those 
dreadful days, declared recently that to talk of the Social Revolution 
is dangerous and the movement must go back to Trade Unionism 
pure and simple. Mr. Kyoji Fukuda, a noted Communist, during 
the earthquake and massacre begged Authority for pardon for his 
past conduct and became a “ good citizen.” Whether dangerous or 
not, we Anarchists and Syndicalists of Japan will continue to propa­
gate our idea that “ the workers’ emancipation must be effected by 
the workers themselves,” and we will continue to hold up the banner 
stamped “ Social Revolution—the workers’ control of society and 
industry.” We have reissued Kumiai Undo, the organ of the Revolu­
tionary Syndicalists of Japan.

The earthquake and fire destroyed many factories and mills. 
Tokyo is now full of unemployed men and women. Before 
September 1 the membership of the principal Unions in Tokyo 
was estimated as follows : Federation of Mechanic Workers’ Unions. 
3,500; Shibaura Labour Union, 2,500; Industrial Federation of 
Printing Workers, 1,200; Japanese Federation of Labour, 300. The 
sphere of activity of the Mechanic Workers’ Unions escaped damage, 
but the Shibaura Labour Union, the membership of which consisted 
of workers at the Shibaura Iron Works, suffered, for the works was 
burnt down and all the workers thrown out of employment. As to 
the Industrial Federation of Printing Workers, 80 per cent, of its 
members lost their job6. In almost all industries the wages of the 
workers were reduced by half and capitalist exploitation greatly 
intensified.

The Bolshevists bored into the Japanese Federation of Labour 
under the plea of revolutionising it from within. They became its 
leaders and issued many exaggerated resolutions and declarations. 
Immediately after the bloody massacre of Anarchists and Revolu­
tionary Syndicalists the Government declared that it intended to 
introduce manhood suffrage. In this critical situation the Federa­
tion of Labour refused to stand for the massacred Anarchists and 
Syndicalists, but compromised with Authority and begged for mercy. 
The Federation blacklegs promised the “progressive” Yamamoto 
Cabinet to act as cat’s paw against the revolutionists.

Remember, comrades of all countries, we remain faithful to our 
idea of Direct Action and “ no compromise, no political trading.

Our office was burnt and destroyed by the earthquake. Our 
present address is: E. K. Nobushiina, care of Rodo Undo-sha, 
Komagome Katamachi 15, Hongo-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

the beginning and not to foist off bits of the “ Confession ” 
unprepared public.

The “ Confession ” i
facsimiles (pages 95-248), an edition which 
(who did not himself provide the text for the 1921 edition, for which 
he wrote a preface), in about 300 instances presents

Any writer who deals with fundamentals enjoys the incal­
culable advantage of having Life as his co-worker. He can 
appeal to well-established and self-evident principles which, 
when set out honestly and plainly, cannot be denied. 
Frederick Soddy, in “ The Inversion of Science and a Scheme 
of Scientific Reformation," issued for 6d. by Hendersons, 66, 
Charing Cross Road, W.C.2, has not that advantage. He is 
merely propounding a “ scheme," and a scheme is not science. 
Like all of us he is keenly alive to the ravages of the Money 
Power, but there he stops. He does not ask himself how is it 
that the monopolisers of credit and of the circulating medium 
are enabled to exercise the power they wield to-day; how it is 
that the masses stand before them helpless; whether it is even 
possible for any set of bankers to fleece a people in full and
individual command of natural wealth. Yet, what is the real
lesson which the Russian Revolution should be teaching? Is it 
not that eventually, as against the strongest Government and
the most subtle of financiers, the simple peasant eventually
wins out? He, so far as he has unrestricted access to natural 
resources, proves himself always the fittest to survive. Strip 
the strongest combination imaginable—governmental, banking, 
or otherwise—of the monopoly of natural resources, and it be­
comes as helpless as a new-born babe.

This central truth Mr. Soddy carefully side-steps. Wall 
Street and the Bank of England have hypnotsied him, and Karl 
Marx has put his thought in chains. Like every Socialist, he is 
wedded to ” control,” and he dreams that a benevolent Govern­
ment, by an elaborate system of indexing, will be able to insure 
that stability of currency which to-day we cannot get. Of 
course, we agree with him respecting the absurdity of making 
gold the one measure of value and medium of exchange—for 
that, in the last analysis, is the special privilege conferred on it. 
All that may be taken for granted, but we Anarchists do not 
believe for one moment that the remedy for any Monopoly, 
however grievous, is the creation of an omnipotent Monopoly 
entrusted to that most dishonest of all Monopolists, the poli­
tician-governed State. Do you complain of currency inflation; 
of the submergence of the rouble, the krone, and the mark; 
of the kiting of prices and the assassination of salaries and wages 
which have brought Europe to the edge of ruin and piled up 
colossal fortunes for a gang of cut-throat speculators? Most 
properly, most righteously, you do. But who has done all this? 
Who, indeed, but these same Governments to whom the people 
entrust so foolishly the manipulation of the medium by which

The Government 
needs money, and it inflates the currency. Pressed to protect 
other interests, it deflates the money supply, and once again 
prices are dislocated. Being master of the situation it can rig 

• as it will, and the politicians look out for Number
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Then a charming though sad portion follows: Bakunin’s corre- 

a portion of 
; in his 

She begged

favourite sister Tatiana and one of his brothers, show him cheerful, 
or pretending cheerfulness, reconstructing in these letters the happy

their guarantee as hostages for his quiet behaviour. 
Bakunin’s letters, beginning January 4, 1852, after he had

I

and exceedingly intimate family circle of his early years which ... 
know from the many letters and traditions in Korniloff’s book, based

agents proclaimed the strike to be one not against the slave­
buyers, but against the union. At the same time the latter 
called for the State to take the place of the private buyer. In 
such case revolt against the price fixed would be a revolt against 
the State, and, as sedition, would be crushed by law, as has 
frequently occurred elsewhere.”

One.
Mr. Soddy evidently has no conception of natural processes, 

although lm is a noted chemist. Apparently it has not entered 
his head that men, as individuals, should bo free to labour for 
the satisfaction of their wants, and free to exchange, by mutual 
arrangement, the product of their toil. Such a conception may 
be true or false, but it cannot be ignored, for on this one point 
all discussions of the money question turn. If the State is to 
be regarded as Labour’s emancipator, it may be desirable to 
endow it with the all-embracing powers Mr. Soddy proposes. 
If, on the other hand, the future lies with individual self-govern­
ment, as the Anarchists believe, his scheme is worthless. You 
may believe in individual freedom, or you may believe in govern­
ment of the individual for the supposed benefit of the whole. 
You cannot believe in both.

workers and rebellious peasants, thereby discouraging and para­
lysing production.

The new Government defended Russian territory well against 
the attacks of the European reaction, but it did not succeed in 
saving the Revolution, for with its own hands it had strangled 
it, though it tried all the time to preserve appearances and 
forms. And now it is using every effort to get the bourgeois 
Governments to recognise it; it is trying to enter into cordial 
relations with them; to re-establish the capitalistic system; in 
short, to bury the Revolution, once and for all. Thus all the 
hopes that the Russian Revolution had raised among the prole­
tariat of the world will have been betrayed.

Certainly Russia will not become again as she was, for there 
is no revolution which does not leave behind it deep traces, 
awakening and elevating the people’s soul, and creating new 
possibilities for the future. The results, however, will be far 
inferior to those that were hoped for and could have been ob­
tained, and they are out of all proportion to the sufferings that 
have been endured and to the blood that has been shed.

upon an

is again reproduced in a careful edition, with 
_J, we are told by the editor

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT.
By Peter Kropotkin.

Price Twopence; postage jd.

spondence with his family from the fortress—or at least _ 
it—and the letters of his mother to the Tsar and high officials 
favour, efforts which she continued until April, 1861. L_ 
them to let him live with her, and his five brothers offered the"Tsar 
their guarantee as hostages for his quiet behaviour. The first of 
Bakunin’s letters, beginning January 4, 1852, after he had seen his

Bakunin in prison clings again to this Utopia, which, indeed, formed 
his mind and prepared it to be receptive to generous ideas.

From the correspondence with officials or their letters we learn 
how every slight improvement in his position in Siberia had to be 
begged for over and over again; the only refreshing detail, known 
before but not in the verbatim text, is the letter of Count Muravieff 
(May 18, 1858), the Governor of Eastern Siberia and Bakunin’s near 
relative, who, when he had secured the Amur territory for the Tsar, 
demanded as his best reward the pardon of Speshnev, Lvoff, Petra- 
shevsky (of the deported Petrashevsky group of 1848), and of his 
relative Bakunin. He did not get it.

The book concludes with the documents accumulating after 
Bakunin’s happy escape from Siberia. We learn that two midship­
men, about a month too late, delivered an urgent letter recommending 
that he be watched; and that a miserable informer who denounced 
his intention to escape, when the ship which bore him away was still 
in sight and another ship under steam was to hand to hunt him 
down, met with the philosophical or humanitarian or very well acted 
indifference of the official, who listened to his deposition while the 
ship went out of sight, and the warning was sent by a rather slow 
route to a place where Bakunin never went. Whether red tape, 
human feeling, or secret understanding brought about this happy 
result, remains a mystery.

This is a welcome book of Bakunin details, showing his ordeals 
and how he came well out of them. M. N.

February 24.

The Commonwealth Land Party, of 43, Chancery Lane,
W.C.2, has issued, at the price of 2d., a handsome 32-page
pamphlet entitled ” The Restoration of Hope,” by R. L. Outh-
waite, Editor of the Commonweal. It is an i
the masses, urging them to secure their right to existence by
asserting and enforcing their title to the free and equal use of
the laud, as being mankind’s sole tool and warehouse of supplies.
Land Monopoly is attacked from various angles as the basic the market
cause of poverty, the fountain head of caste and special privi­
lege, the cornerstone of militarism and war. This chord Is
struck persistently, and Mr. Outhwaite has not a particle of
patience with the timorous palliatives by which reformers try
to relieve us from the consequences of our refusal to acknowledge
the fundamental law of Life. The futile efforts of Trade Union­
ism are set out in the following passage: —

The slaves seek to keep up their price by the formation 
of trade unions for collective bargaining, and fix a price below
which they will not sell themselves. When the labour market 
is not overstocked trade unionism call exercise some effect. 
When, as at present in Britain, the labour market is over­
stocked and the price of labour has been forced down to the
subsistence level, trade unionism operates to the benefit of the
buyers of labour, as this ineffective organisation of the slaves
keeps them under the authority of their own agents and from ALBUM OF THE FUNERAL OF PETER KROPOTKIN in MOSCOW, 
revolt. When, as in the case of the recent Dockers’ Strike in February 13, 19*21. With an Introduction by R. Rocker. Con-
Britain, men revolted against the acceptance of the terms ar- tains 31 photographs, including two of Kropotkin taken after
ranged by their agents for their sale to the buyers, their own death. Price Is., postage 2d. From Freedom Press

Materials for the Biography of M. Bakunin. From Documents in 
the Archives of the late Third Department [of State Police] 
and the Ministry of the Navy. Edited and Annotated by 
Viatcheslav Polonski. T. I. Moscow, State Edition, 1923. 
xii, 439, 8vo.

Two or three years ago much noise was made about the 
memorial written by Bakunin at the request of Tsar Nicholas I 
(1851). Before it was ever published, some persons—above all, an 
ex-Anarchist turned Communist, who had not even read its full text 
—proceeded to discredit and vilify Bakunin on the strength of this 
document, the full text of which, published in 1921, with an intro­
duction by the editor of the present volume, was sufficient to silence 
these intrigues. To-day Bakunin’s name stands higher than ever 
and his traducers are no longer heard of.

But one thing was still wanted : that the document in question 
and others should be presented in their right milieu or frame, and 
this is done by the present volume. This was the way, in fairness 
to Bakunin, in which these publications from Russian archives ought 
to have begun years ago. I am glad to see this has been done now; 
better late than never.

It is a priori likely that, when we know a man’s life from infancy 
to deathbed from a thousand sources, source number thousand and 
one will not modify the impression we have of him, but may add 
some welcome new- touches at the most. So it is with the “ Con­
fession ” and this whole volume of Bakunin documents.

He and comrades of his were tried for their lives from 1849 to 
1851 ; even twice over in his case, in Saxony and in Austria. These 
long inquisitorial trials were flagrant revolutionary facts; the testi­
mony and confessions of the accused and documentary evidence 
seized brought a great number of facts to the knowledge of the 
judicial authorities (which in Bakunin’s case were eagerly picked up 
by Russian representatives and sent to the Tsar’s police). These 
facts were summarised and used against the prisoners in long accu­
sations, and the prisoners were given the opportunity to present 
statements in their defence. Of this opportunity Bakunin, always 
willing to argue matters out with opponents, made use of in a long 
written defence, some extracts of which I gathered long since from 
a letter on this subject whieh he sent to his lawyer (March 23,1850).

Thus Bakunin knew exactly what facts had been discovered by 
the authorities, and he also knew the many facts upon which, when 
questioned, he refused to reply, expressed himself in generalities, or 
pretended failing memory, just as the others did also, though some­
times an unreflected admission gave the inquiring judge a chance, 
and then the others also had to give up this indefensible position.

Bakunin’s case was aggravated by the fact that, as through his 
public life since the end of 1847, so also through these trials ran a 
stream of slander and false accusations circulated against him by the 
Russian Embassy in Paris since he first had publicly proclaimed the 
reconciliation of Russians and Poles and their struggle in common 
against Tsarism (November, 1847).

When face to face with the Tsar in the memorial of 1851, called 
the “ Confession ” (in the Catholic religious sense), he knew there­
fore exactly which facts of his personal and of his revolutionary life 
were known to his prosecutors and what they did not know and 
must not learn ; he knew also which pretended facts, invented against 
him, had given a particularly ugly aspect to his case in the eyes of 
the Tsar; and just as almost every prisoner, however much he 
despises those who judge him, wishes to put his case in his own 
words, so Bakunin wrote the memorial of 1851 for the Tsar.

I dissected this document two years ago, examining every state­
ment by itself, and found that it was written with great discretion 
and care, putting the best face on all that was known, ceding not an 
inch of new ground; and where it was explicit was where Bakunin, 
inspired by nationalist ardour, his Slav sentiment, which was so 
strong in him in 1848-49 and had not yet abated in 1851, spoke to 
the Tsar as a fellow-Slav, for nationalism makes strange bedfellows 
like every other common creed.

The present volume contains on pages 3-94 unpublished docu­
ments seized among Bakunin’s papers or referring to the trials, sent 
to Russia at the time; also a copy of the letter to the lawyer, which 
I knew already. This material shows to what extent the “ Confes­
sion ” is a Circumscription of the results of the trials, and it would 
have been the right thing to publish all these papers together from 

The brutal massacre and persecution of Koreans, Anarchists, 
and Revolutionary Syndicalists by the Government, after the great 
earthquake, scared pseudo-revolutionists into repudiating their ideas 
and turning their backs upon the despondent workers. Mr. Hitoshi 
Yamakawa, a Communist leader, for example, terrorised by those 
dreadful days, declared recently that to talk of the Social Revolution 
is dangerous and the movement must go back to Trade Unionism 
pure and simple. Mr. Kyoji Fukuda, a noted Communist, during 
the earthquake and massacre begged Authority for pardon for his 
past conduct and became a “ good citizen.” Whether dangerous or 
not, we Anarchists and Syndicalists of Japan will continue to propa­
gate our idea that “ the workers’ emancipation must be effected by 
the workers themselves,” and we will continue to hold up the banner 
stamped “ Social Revolution—the workers’ control of society and 
industry.” We have reissued Kumiai Undo, the organ of the Revolu­
tionary Syndicalists of Japan.

The earthquake and fire destroyed many factories and mills. 
Tokyo is now full of unemployed men and women. Before 
September 1 the membership of the principal Unions in Tokyo 
was estimated as follows : Federation of Mechanic Workers’ Unions. 
3,500; Shibaura Labour Union, 2,500; Industrial Federation of 
Printing Workers, 1,200; Japanese Federation of Labour, 300. The 
sphere of activity of the Mechanic Workers’ Unions escaped damage, 
but the Shibaura Labour Union, the membership of which consisted 
of workers at the Shibaura Iron Works, suffered, for the works was 
burnt down and all the workers thrown out of employment. As to 
the Industrial Federation of Printing Workers, 80 per cent, of its 
members lost their job6. In almost all industries the wages of the 
workers were reduced by half and capitalist exploitation greatly 
intensified.

The Bolshevists bored into the Japanese Federation of Labour 
under the plea of revolutionising it from within. They became its 
leaders and issued many exaggerated resolutions and declarations. 
Immediately after the bloody massacre of Anarchists and Revolu­
tionary Syndicalists the Government declared that it intended to 
introduce manhood suffrage. In this critical situation the Federa­
tion of Labour refused to stand for the massacred Anarchists and 
Syndicalists, but compromised with Authority and begged for mercy. 
The Federation blacklegs promised the “progressive” Yamamoto 
Cabinet to act as cat’s paw against the revolutionists.

Remember, comrades of all countries, we remain faithful to our 
idea of Direct Action and “ no compromise, no political trading.

Our office was burnt and destroyed by the earthquake. Our 
present address is: E. K. Nobushiina, care of Rodo Undo-sha, 
Komagome Katamachi 15, Hongo-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

the beginning and not to foist off bits of the “ Confession ” 
unprepared public.

The “ Confession ” i
facsimiles (pages 95-248), an edition which 
(who did not himself provide the text for the 1921 edition, for which 
he wrote a preface), in about 300 instances presents

Any writer who deals with fundamentals enjoys the incal­
culable advantage of having Life as his co-worker. He can 
appeal to well-established and self-evident principles which, 
when set out honestly and plainly, cannot be denied. 
Frederick Soddy, in “ The Inversion of Science and a Scheme 
of Scientific Reformation," issued for 6d. by Hendersons, 66, 
Charing Cross Road, W.C.2, has not that advantage. He is 
merely propounding a “ scheme," and a scheme is not science. 
Like all of us he is keenly alive to the ravages of the Money 
Power, but there he stops. He does not ask himself how is it 
that the monopolisers of credit and of the circulating medium 
are enabled to exercise the power they wield to-day; how it is 
that the masses stand before them helpless; whether it is even 
possible for any set of bankers to fleece a people in full and
individual command of natural wealth. Yet, what is the real
lesson which the Russian Revolution should be teaching? Is it 
not that eventually, as against the strongest Government and
the most subtle of financiers, the simple peasant eventually
wins out? He, so far as he has unrestricted access to natural 
resources, proves himself always the fittest to survive. Strip 
the strongest combination imaginable—governmental, banking, 
or otherwise—of the monopoly of natural resources, and it be­
comes as helpless as a new-born babe.

This central truth Mr. Soddy carefully side-steps. Wall 
Street and the Bank of England have hypnotsied him, and Karl 
Marx has put his thought in chains. Like every Socialist, he is 
wedded to ” control,” and he dreams that a benevolent Govern­
ment, by an elaborate system of indexing, will be able to insure 
that stability of currency which to-day we cannot get. Of 
course, we agree with him respecting the absurdity of making 
gold the one measure of value and medium of exchange—for 
that, in the last analysis, is the special privilege conferred on it. 
All that may be taken for granted, but we Anarchists do not 
believe for one moment that the remedy for any Monopoly, 
however grievous, is the creation of an omnipotent Monopoly 
entrusted to that most dishonest of all Monopolists, the poli­
tician-governed State. Do you complain of currency inflation; 
of the submergence of the rouble, the krone, and the mark; 
of the kiting of prices and the assassination of salaries and wages 
which have brought Europe to the edge of ruin and piled up 
colossal fortunes for a gang of cut-throat speculators? Most 
properly, most righteously, you do. But who has done all this? 
Who, indeed, but these same Governments to whom the people 
entrust so foolishly the manipulation of the medium by which

The Government 
needs money, and it inflates the currency. Pressed to protect 
other interests, it deflates the money supply, and once again 
prices are dislocated. Being master of the situation it can rig 

• as it will, and the politicians look out for Number
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FOR THE RELIEF OF PRISONERS IN RUSSIA.
We have been requested by our comrades in Berlin to acknow­

ledge the receipt of the following sums, on Subscription List No. 31 
of the Berlin Joint Defence Committee of the Revolutionists Im. 
prisoned in Russia, collected by our comrade M. Kisliuk, Washingtonf

2.00

MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. 
Paper Covers, Is,; postage 2d.

8
38

I

II Hill 111 111IHIII in

24 ZB 3 0 39 4Q 41

G. Finkel 
A Friend, 
Ch. Saltz 
J. Bowman ... 
J. L. Prenner 
Max Zebine ... 
A. Grosner ... 
I. Sharlip ...

Lillian Kisliuk 
M. Kisliuk ... 
B. Siegel 
A. Brown 
F. Focr ... 
K. A. A. 
A Friend
A. Matuson .. 
S. Frumkin .. 
E. M. Schur 
Y. London ..
P. Finkler ..

H. G. ...
I. Radash

. 3.00 S. Ziginond 

. 2.00 Workmen’s Circle 
No. 92

STAINLESS HAROLNEOS’*— I

The Workers’ Friend.”
Unfortunately, the Workers’ Friend has been compelled to 

cease publication owing to lack of funds, but our comrades are 
working hard to get money to restart it once more. For that 
purpose they have arranged a May Day Dance and Reunion at the 
Shoreditch Town Hall, on Saturday, May 3. We hope comrades 
will remember the date and help in every’ way to make the gathering 
a financial success.

Freedom ” Guarantee Fund.
Our readers may be sure that lack of funds alone prevented us 

issuing a March number. It could not be helped, but we hope the 
present 8-page issue will be some compensation. It rests mainly 
with our readers to prevent such lapses in future. The following 
sums have been received since our February issue:—R. V. Harvey 
Is. 4d., Norwich Comrades 6s., T. S. 10s., J. Petrovich 4s. 6d.,

GENERAL IDEA OF THE REVOLUTION 
OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

By P.-J. PROUDHON.
Translated from the French by John Beverley Robinson.
“Mr. John Beverley Robinson has done us a genuine service by translating 

Proudhon’s ‘General Idea of the Revolution in the Nineteenth Century’..........
a really valuable work..........Proudhon’s glory is that he saw clearly, and voiced
intrepidly, the folly of all attempts to reconcile the irreconcilable and patch up 
an unstable truce between Coercion and Freedom, between Man and the State.” 

—Wm. C. Owen, in Freedom.
It is a new education to me.”—Roger Baldwin, Civil Liberties Union.

Paper covers, 2s. 6d.; Cloth (printed on superior paper), 5s.; 
Postage (paper and cloth), 3d.

Prices in U.S.A.—Paper, S1.00; Cloth, 82.00; post free.
Freedom Press, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. 1.

G. P. 4s., II. S. 5s., N. B. Ells £1, A D. Moore 2s., M. A. Main- 
waring 17s. 6d., G. W. Tindale and J. C. Sewell 5s., J. A. Nielsen 
14s., Z. Freedman 4s. 6d., A. Snellenberg 4s. 6d., W. M. S. 2s. 
L. G. Wolfe £1.

PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST.
ANARCHIST COMMUNISM ;

Kropotkin. 3d.
THE 8TATE : Its Historic Role. By Peter Kropotkin.
THE WAGE SYSTEM. By P. Kropotkin.
ANARCHY. By E. Malatesta. 3d.
THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOLUTION. By 

Peter Kropotkin. 2d.
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. By Peter Kropotkin. 2d. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By Elibee Reclub. 2d. 
LAW AND AUTHORITY. Bt Peter Kropotkin. 3d. 
OBJECTIONS TO ANARCHISM. By George Barrett. 4d. 
THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION. By George Barrett. 2d. 
ANARCHISM versus SOCIALISM. By Wm. C. Owen. 3d.
ENGLAND MONOPOLISED or ENGLAND FREE? ByWM.C.OwEN. Id. 
ANARCHISM AND DEMOCRACY. By John Wakeman. Id.
THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: a Marxian Fallacy. By 

W. TCHERKE8OFF. 21.
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG.
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS.
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE.

The Anglo-Russian Conference.
This Conference has now settled down to business and the 

various committees which have been formed to thresh out special 
subjects are hard at work finding a basis of agreement. In spite of 
the bankers’ manifesto and the manifesto of the Russian Trade 
Unions, we think an agreement will be reached after much bargain­
ing. Mr. MacDonald, in welcoming the Russian delegates, said that 
this country is ‘‘specially able to assist in her economic reconstruc­
tion ” as far as Russia desires; and Mr. Rakovsky, in replying, said: 
“ We consider the most important problem, and the one to which all 
the other problems should be subordinated, to be that of a close 
collaboration between our two countries in the field of commerce, 
industry, and finance.” We may be sure that before the Conference 
was arranged unofficial ‘‘conversations” took place between the two 
Governments to probe the possibilities of agreement, and as both 
sides stand to gain enormously by a mutual understanding, they will 
find means of reconciling the apparently irreconcilable. The Die- 
Hards in each country may shout at each other, as when the Irish 
Treaty was being negotiated ; but the great majority of business folk 
in this country, at any rate, want to get their mills and factories 
going again, and are quite prepared to sacrifice the comparatively 
small number of British investors who lost their money in the 
Russian Revolution. On the Russian side, an agreement with Great 
Britain would sooner or later compel France and the United States 
to grant recognition or get left behind in the race for concessions. 
British Governments, on foreign questions, act very much alike, and 
it may be that it is hoped by means of an agreement with Russia to 
counterbalance the predominant position of France in Europe, for if 
Russia’s economic future is to be bound up with British industry and 
finance she would be almost compelled to throw her weight into the 
scale on Britain’s side if trouble arose with France. So for these 
reasons we think the Soviet Government and the Labour Govern­
ment will come to terms—and incidentally strengthen Capitalism in 
both countries 1

CASH RECEIVED (not otherwise acknowledged). 
(February 14 to March 31.)

Freedom” Subscriptions.—E. Herbert, J. Sellar, J. Blundell, P. Parsons, 
J. Cosson, M. A. Mainwaring, F. Russo, A. Cortese, A. Ross, W. H. Whiting, 
J. Grandjean, Z. Freedman, A. Snellenberg, E. J. Hale, J. Montgomery.

FIRST ENGLISH TRANSLATION.

D.C., U.S.A.
.. $3.00

“Johann Most: Das Leben cines Rebellen.” Von Rudolf Rocker. Mit Vorwort 
von Alexander Berkman. 5Mk, Berlin 0 34: Der Syndikalist, Kopcr- 
nikusstrasse 25.

Gerechtigkeit und Sittlichkeit.” Von Peter Kropotkin. Aus dem Russischen 
Ubersetzt. Berlin 0 34: Der Syiidikalist, Kopernikusstrasse 25.

“ L’Initiation Individualiste Anarchiste. ” Par E. Armand. 8 fr.—“Amour 
Libre et Liberte Sexuelle.” Par E. Armand, 55c. Orleans: L’eu Dehors, 
22 Cite St.-Joseph,

To American Comrades.
Our comrades in Los Angeles and Boston, Mass., have issued 

an appeal (in Yiddish) for the formation of a Workers’ Anarchist 
Federation and the publication of a paper in Yiddish. They ask all 
comrades who are dissatisfied with the present state of the move­
ment to help them by joining together with a view to fresh activity. 
There is plenty of scope for work in the United States, and all those 
willing to give a hand are requested to communicate with Bluma 
Gubin, care of Amerikanskye Izvestia, 274 E. 10th Street, New 
York City.

The International Working Men’s Association in Berlin has 
issued an appeal to all Labour and revolutionary organisations for 
immediate action for the liberation of Anarchists, Syndicalists. 
Socialists, and all non-partisan revolutionists in the prisons and 
concentration camps of Russia and those exiled by the Soviet 
Government. They insist that the time has come for a united and 
simultaneous agitation for the release of these victims of the 
Dictatorship, and they ask all comrades and sympathisers to concen­
trate on the campaign which will open on April 20 for a complete 
amnesty by May 1. We have often published details of the horrible 
conditions in which these prisoners live, but it is very difficult to get 
Labour organisations in this country to raise their voices in protest. 
Some of them are hypnotised by the Communists’ propaganda, while 
the remainder are afraid to take any notice of the matter lest it 
should put difficulties in the way of the negotiations between the 
Soviet Government and the British Government. We hope, how­
ever, that comrades will do all in their power to bring the matter to 
the notice of as many Labour and Socialist organisations as possible. 
Publicity is the best lever for the release of these prisoners.
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.. 3.00 

.. 2.00 L. Segal

By Peter Kropotkin.
With Portraits. 2d.

Id.
FOR LIBERTY : Aij Anthology of Revolt. 6d.
REFLECTIONS ON POLITICAL JUSTICE. 

Writings of William Godwin.) 4d.
Postage extra—Id. for each 3 pamphlets.

By Peter Kropotkin.
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FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. By Peter Kropotkin. 
Cloth, 2s.; postage 4d.

THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By P. Kropotkin. Cloth, 2s.; post. 3<i. 
MUTUAL AID. By P. Kropotkin. Paper, 2s. net; postage 3d. 
THE EGO AND ITS OWN. By Max Stirner. Gs.; postage Id.

Orders, with cash, to be sent to
FREEDOM PRESS, 127 OasuLSTON Street, London, N.W. 1.

Printed A Published by the Freedom Press, 127 Ossulstou Street, London, N.W. 1.

The Toll of the Mines.
The Court of Inquiry into the question of wages in the coal­

mining industry, which opened on April 24, has resolved itself into 
a battle of statistics put forward by representatives of the miners 
and mineowners. But the human side of the problem was intro­
duced at the first sitting by Mr. Herbert Smith, President of the 
Miners’ Federation. In an impressive passage he emphasised the 
terrible dangers of the miner’s occupation. In 1923, ho said, 212,256 
men received injuries disabling them for more than seven days, and 
in addition 1,297 were fatally injured. Every working day five men 
were killed and 850 injured. “ If the victims of accidents in the 
mines in 1923 were marshalled four men in a rank, each rank one 
and a half yards apart, they would have a procession of injured men 
stretching forty-five miles.” These tragedies are happening day 
after day, in spite of all the Government regulations and officials to 
enforce them. Piecework and profit-making are the chief causes of 
accidents. The employers will not spend any more than they can 
help in keeping to the regulations, and the miners themselves are 
frequently compelled to take risks in the struggle to earn a living. 
Thousands of strikes in all industries have taken place on questions 
of wages, but vory few havo over been fought on the question of 
safety precautions. Miners get callous where dangers are run every 
day, and those in charge of the mine know that their jobs will be 
in danger if they insist on enforcing regulations which would reduce 
the profit-earning capacity of the mine. Evon a tremendous organi­
sation like the Miners' Federation is powerless in face of this un­
ceasing pressure of economic forces, so it concentrates on questions 
of wages. As long as profit-making is the leading element in coal 
production the mines will take their toll of killed and maimed.

Anarchist Discussion Circle.
The last of these meetings for this season will be held on 

Saturday, April 12, when Wm. C. Owen will open a discussion on 
“ Labour’s True Position.”

4!2 ' 4

M. Rosenbaum 
H. Melrnan 
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Communists and Police Spies.
The Communist Party are working up their indignation against 

Mr. Arthur Henderson, the Labour Home Secretary. Whilst they 
were holding a conference in London on Sunday, April 13, they 
discovered two detectives hidden under the platform, where they had 
been taking notes of the proceedings. The Communists seized them 
and confiscated their notebooks, and have since published in their 
organ, the Workers Weekly, photographic reproductions of part of 
the detectives’ notes. Mr. George Lansbury questioned the Home 
Secretary in Parliament about the affair and asked him whether he 
would take stops to prevent any such occurrence in the future. 
“ Uncle Arthur,” as his friends call him, said the declared policy of 
Communists demanded a certain amount of vigilance on the part of 
the police. We should think that in a capitalist country that is an 
obvious truth, but the Communists are kicking up a fearful row 
about it in their paper, demanding a Labour Committee of Inquiry 
into the Secret Service, and saying that Mr. Henderson is maintain­
ing the system of counter-revolutionary espionage. We are not 
lovers of the police ourselves, hut wo think the Communists should 
be the last people in the world to complain of spies. Their friends 
in Russia maintain an enormous secret service, probably larger than 
that of any other Government. When we havo called attention to 
the barbarous treatment of our comrades in Russia by the Toheka, 
Communists have told us it served them right; and several times we 
have been informed by these lovers of freedom for themselves that if 
ever they get into power they will shoot all the Anarchists. So wo 
regard their present display of indignation as sheer hypocrisy. I he 
Bolsheviks recruited the Tcheka from the Tsar's Okhrana, and the 
Communists here would probably recruit theirs from Scotland Yard.

K. K. K. 
J. Gartrnan 
B. N. ...

Labour’s First Budget.
The Budget introduced in the House of Commons by the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer is considered by the Daily Herald to 
be a great triumph for Mr. Snowden, who was cheered enthusiastic­
ally by the Labour Members when he sat down. His exposition of 
national finance may have been a great success from a Parliamentary 
point of view ; but if its practical results for the workers will bring 
more votes for the Labour Party at the next election, the workers 
are easily satisfied. The “ great reductions” in the taxes on sugar, 
tea, and other foods are estimated to mean a saving of Is. a week to 
the average household 1 Great Labour triumphs can be bought very 
cheaply. Mr. Snowden said of his Budget that it was “ the greatest 
step ever made towards the cherished Radical ideal of a free break­
fast table ”; Mr. Hogge (Liberal M.P.) said it “carries forward to 
fruition Liberal ideals for which both Labour and Liberals have 
struggled for years ” ; while Sir T. Inskip (Conservative M.P.) said 
“ it is the sort of Budget I should like to see the Conservative Party 
introduce.” So there is nothing distinctively “ Labour ” about it 
after all. There is one direct consequence of this reduction in the 
cost of living which was not mentioned by any of the jubilant Labour 
M.P.s, but which certainly detracts from the value of the conces­
sions. At present a great number of wage agreements, including 
those of railwaymen, are governed by the cost of living, as gauged 
monthly by the Board of Trade. When there is a fall of a few points 
in the index figure, wages come down automatically. So in a few 
weeks time we shall see the employers taking out of their workers’ 
pay envelopes the very shillings which Mr. Snowden has just given 
to them with a flourish of trumpets! No wonder employers of 
labour cheered the “ Labour” Budget.

Freedom and Its Fundamentals.” By Charles T. Sprading. idol. 50c. 
Angeles, Calif.: Libertarian Publishing Co., 4209 Eastside Boulevard. 

Utopian Essays.” By John Veiby. Idol. South Bend, Indiana (Box 294) 
Published by the Author.

“The Choice Before the World To-Day.” By Gilbert T. Sadler, M.A. 
London: St. Catherine Press, Stamford Street, S.E. 1.

“The Fellowship of Humanity by Reason, Love, and Freedom.” By GilbertT, 
Sadler, M.A. Is. Jxmdon: W. H. Smith and Son, Portugal Street, W.C.

“State Socialism after the War.” By Thomas J. Hughes. 4s. London: John 
Bale, Sons, and Danielsson, 83-91 Great Titchfield Street, W. 1.

A Constitution for the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.” 3d. Melbourne: 
Johnston, Fear, and Kingham, 495a Swanston Street.

Socialism and Religion.” 5d. London: Socialist Party of Great Britain, 
17 Mount Pleasant, W.C. 1.—A reprint of a useful and timely pamphlet. 

“Bloody American Capitalism: Its Murder of Labour.” By Joe Walker. 6d. 
Bradford: Reformers’ Bookshop, 103 Kirkgate.

“The Rule of the Land.” By John E. Grant. 3d. London: Commonwealth 
Land Party, 43 Chancery Lane, W.C, 2.

“ Behind the Bars (Capitalist, ‘Communist,’ Republican, and Monarchist).” 
(In English and Yiddish.) 25c. New York: Anarchist Red Cross Society. 
—We have a few copies for sale, Is. post free.

The Libertarian.” An Anti-Blue-Law Magazine. 25c. Los Angeles, Calif.: 
Libertarian lyeague, 4209 Eastside Boulevard.
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