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That Wander ini Spirit!
People seem to have forgotten all that pre­

vious experience might have taught them. 
They have forgotten all about the last war, 
about general strikes and the daily class 
struggle. Instead of remembering these 
things they have fallen back into an attitude 
of resignation and fatalism worthy of the 
middle-ages. Just as a thousand years ago, 
the devastation of war is accepted as some­
thing inevitable like an epidemic or an earth­
quake. There is no enthusiasm; there may 
be some grumbling; but the general attitude 
is one of apathy. People seem disillusioned 
about everything, too tired to think—perhaps 
afraid to think.

That’s what the news­
papers in Britain and
America call the “ won­
derful spirit of the
English.” Thanks to
that “ wonderful spirit ”
t e are ready to go back
two hundred years in the
march of progress. We
are ready for an era of
increased and unresisted
exploitation.

The British worker
seems prepared to accept
any sacrifice,if it is called
for in the name of “ the
war effort.” They work
a hundred hours a week
without stopping for one
minute to consider the
soaring dividends paid 
out to the shareholders

of the company they are working for. 
When some gross curtailment of workers’ 
rights compels him to “ take a holiday ” 
(elegant expression for going on strike) he 
hastens to assure the Government that 
he is. on strike only to improve the 
efficiency with which the war is prosecuted. 
Elsewhere in this issue we print a letter 
from a Scottish comrade on the atti­
tude of strikers concerning the dismissal of 
their shop-stewards. Anxious to stand up 
for their “rights” (as understood by the 
lick-spittling trades unions) they are only 
too willing to play the exploiters game, by 
not embarassing them in their struggle to 

maintain the domination 
of their class.

The Government stands 
convicted of the grossest 
inefficiency; it has ex­
posed the workers to the 
full blast of the aerial 
attack on London (the 
refusal to allow Finsbury 
Borough Council to build 
deep shelters more than 
two years ago is worth 
recalling in this con­
nexion)—and with what 
do the workers reply? 
Letters, petitions, and— 
stupidity or naivete?— 
they offer to supply 
voluntary labour to con­
struct a “demonstration” 

. shelter (New Leader, re 
Building Trade of
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Dundee, October 10th). Just as if the 
Government had never heard of deep shel­
ters, never rejected the scheme years 
ago and with their eyes open, preferring to 
spend “ their ” money on Mr. Duff Cooper’s 
employees.

There was a time when the advanced 
workers regarded the Government as the 
hereditary enemy from whom one had to try 
and wring as many concessions as possible. 
But since they have been full of that “ won­
derful spirit ” nothing is too much for them 
to do to get it out of its mess.

The capitalist press also praises the won­
derful spirit of the housewives. Not only 
do they smile or laugh (or so Fleet Street 
would have us believe) when their homes are 
reduced to a heap of rubble, but they actually 
refuse to live in the luxury flats offered to 
them....

“ Miss Ellen Wilkinson the new Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Home Se airily, describ­
ing to the National Council of Women in London 
some of her shelter problems, remarked that there 
were large houses in Mayfair—whole strings of them, 
in fact—where people could be billeted, but people 
could not be persuaded to go from the Isle of Dogs to 
live in Eaton Square. One woman who was offered 
a home for her large family in Eaton Square had 
said to her: “ Well, miss, whatever would I do with 
a. flat in Eaton Square? Where do you think I should 
do my shopping, Harrods?”

—Daily Telegraph, 10,10,40
It does not seem to have occurred to Miss 

Wilkinson that the Government might have 
provided food as well as flats in expensive 
shopping areas.

It is hardly necessary to refer to the won­
derful spirit of our ministers, Sir Kingsley 
Wood announced on the 16th October that 
Britain’s war expenditure is now over 
£9,000,000 a day, or more than £64,000,000 
a week. It is only a little more than last
year, but the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
assures us that next year will be even better. 
“ These figures,” he said, “ afforded encour­
aging evidence of the progress of our war 
effort.” “ I hope,” he added, “ that the rate 
of expenditure will be even further expanded. 
According to the estimates I have, I am not 
asking for a sum sufficient for the rest of the 
financial year, but only a vote on account.” 
(Daily Telegraph, 17th October, 1940.)

Stupid, unconscious, egotistical—that is 
our ruling class; and the workers do not 
put up the slightest resistance because they

don’t understand the present situation; and 
are too apathetic and disillusioned to imagine 
a better future. If they had faith in it they 
would react, they would be shaken by an 
immense anger which would transform the 
world.
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AT the commencement of the Christian 
era the Roman philosopher and politician 

Seneca declared that “ Out of Africa, some­
thing new can always appear.”

Modern Imperialist statesmen have effec­
tually revised this aphorism, so as to read: 
“ Out of Africa something new can always 
be got.”

At least, that is the unwritten assumption 
upon which the practice of Europeon govern­
ments in Africa appears to be invariably 
based.

Speaking generally, one can say that 
Africa, down to about 1870, remained essen­
tially “ the dark continent ” par excellence. 
White settlements remained isolated in 
coastal “ posts,” and though a steady stream 
of “ black ivory ”—negroes en route for the 
slave markets of the Old and New Worlds— 
poured across the Atlantic, yet the African 
slaves were usually caught wholesale by 
other Africans and were only, transported by 
ships of European origin. Such a mode of 
exploitation did not require the internal 
penetration of Africa by Europeans and the 
interior of the whole vast continent remained 
terra incognita down to the last generation 
of the 19th century.

(N.B.—Of course, religion, morals and un­
limited humbug got mixed up with the slave 
trade. Queen Elizabeth had shares in a slave 
ship, appropriately known as the “ Jesus.” 
John Newton, a well-known hymn writer, was 
a practising slave-merchant. A. Dalsell in 
his standard “ History of Dahomey ” con­
gratulated his slaving colleagues on “ saving 
so many unhappy negroes from the blood 
stained altars of human sacrifice.” Liverpool 
and Bristol were “ made ” by the slave-trade; 
as was the family fortune of that great cham­
pion of “ democracy,” W. E. Gladstone, the 
grand old man of British Liberalism).

The rise of Imperialism—using the term in 
its Leninist sense as the world politics of 
finance-capital—about 1870, completely 
changed the whole manner of Europeon 
approach to Africa. Instead of slaves com­
ing out, capital went in. Indeed, the whole­
sale export—slavery became " immoral ” 
uneconomic, since the labour power of the 
“ natives ” was, now and henceforth wanted 
on the spot to produce dividends for the vast 
floods of capital which thereafter poured into 
Africa. It is obvious that this method of ex­
ploitation would be impossible in an unor­

ganized society, and that consequently, the 
actual occupation of the soil was, henceforth, 
necessary. Hence there promptly began that 
“ scramble for Africa,” one of the greatest 
crimes in all history, which, between 1870 
and 1936, divided up the whole of Africa 
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(with the nominal exception of Liberia, 
actually a puppet state ruthlessly exploited 
by American finance capital, as George 
Padmore has effectually demonstrated in a 
striking pamphlet).

The Ashantee and Zulu wars in the seven- • 
ties may be styled the commencement of this 
process, which was ended by Mussolini’s 
conquest of Ethiopia in 1935-6. Throughout, 
the vast technical inferiority of the African 
races precluded all hope of effective African 
resistance. Though such isolated victories as 
Zulu Tsandewhana (1879) and Ethiopian 
Adowa (1896) demonstrated the military 
possibilities of Africa when once her tech­
nical handicap was overcome.

So much for the conquest and exploitation 
of Africa up to date. By September 3rd, 
1939, the date of the second Imperialist war, 
the vast continent was effectively controlled 
by England and France, these “ democratic ” 
and “ satiated ” Empires owned virtually the 
entire continent (along with their vassals, 
“ democratic ” Belgium and “ totalitarian ” 
Portugal both equally pre-war pawns of 
Anglo-French Imperialism).

The only exceptions to the above were con­
stituted by Mussolini’s newly acquired 
African “ empire ”—actually some desert 
colonies in north and east Africa, plus an 
imperfectly subjugated Ethiopia; all of them 
previously passed by by the great Imperialist 
powers as not worth picking up! England 
temporarily occupied Ethiopia in 1868! There 
was also an insignificant Spanish coastal 
fringe in N. Africa, Morocco and the Sahara 
seaboard.

With these not important exceptions, the 
whole continent was an Anglo-French 
reserve—Britain predominating in the East 
and South, France in the North and West




