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WEEK ago the Christian Churches
A celebrated Easter. If there are any

adherents left of the dwindling sect
of genuine Christians, they must have
been appalled at the mockery of lip-service to
Christian Ethics that was made by the lead-
ers of Christendom, whether the national
Churches of Britain and Germany, vlessing
the arms of their respective nations, or by
the dexterous Pope who blesses both sides
equally. Preaching the Nazarene Gospel of
brotherly love and peace, and at the same
time preaching the practical gospel“ of
modern power politics, international Chris-
tianity presents a sorry spectacle.

Can anything better be said of inter-
national socialism? 1In a few weeks time
the workers will be celebrating May Day.
The class-conscious workers of a few gener-
ations - ago proclaimed May 1st a day of
international solidarity, a simple test to show
that the workers of all lands were standing
side by side with them in the common fight
against the ruling class everywhere. The
simple test succeeded—but a sterner test
failed! =The Great War of 1914 to 1918
(‘great’ has been its common appendage,
but nothing baser than that fratricidal
bloodbath was ever seen—before 1939), the
Great War disproved the fact that the
workers were internationally united, and
showed that patriotic sentiment could
triumph over international common sense.
But while the war swayed the many, it did'
not completely conquer. Everywhere there
remained the faithful band of inter-
nationalists who refused to hearken to the
varying cries of nationalism.

It would be ipvidéous to mention the names
that history will single out, when we recall
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the many unknown who struggled against
the last war. Revolutionary socialists and
anarchists raised their voices against the
course into which the working-class were led,
and in which they were persuaded to stay by
the social-democrat and trade union poli-
ticians. They did not raise their voices in
vain. While-their efforts did not cause the
war to finish, or world revolution to break
out”, their efforts accelerated and helped to
direct the outbreak of revolutionary feeling
that heralded the end of the war, and rose to
a crescendo in the Russian revolution and
elsewhere in the world. .

The rise to power in Russia of the Bolshe-
vik leadership ended the chances of world
revolution. The politicians who rose to
power (from Lenin to Stalin) broke down the

-workers’ control that had arisen, and erected

instead a State machinery. The result is
that today a dictatorial State in Russia
masks itself under the guise of a socialist
republic.

There are other states that masquerade
themselves. France, in her last days under
the Daladier regime, still clung to the tat-
tered gown that announced liberty, equality
and fraternity. Today Vichy proclaims her
inglorious co-operation to be a glorious
revolution.  The plutocratic United States
does not trouble to repeal the Declaration
of Liberty—it was good enough when
coloured men were still slaves—it need not
be altered to suit capitalist conditions. Just
as in England we preserve the ancient titles
of a bygone aristocracy, and in our legal,
judicial and ministerial systems pretend that
we have maintained intact the mediaeval
constitution, so in Italy Signor Mussolini
clings to the fiction of a. new Caesarism, and
Hitler has unearthed the bones of a mythical








