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RAILWAY WORKERS STRIKE

A demonstration of working class solidarity

ONE OF THE most encouraging features of the
industrial field during the past few months has been
the number of strikes in which the workers are taking
direct action not to gain any immediate material
benefit for themselves, but in solidarity with other
workers in their industry or at their place of work
who they consider have been unjustly treated by the
bosses.

Of this nature is the Sunday strike now in pro-
gress among locomotive drivers, firemen and clean-
ers at the Stratford Locomotive of the L.N.E.R.
A full report of the strike is given on Page 16; but
the main issue of the strike is the dismissal by the
Railway Company of a fireman who has been con-
nected with the anarchist movement for some time
and who was imprisoned last autumn for ‘endeavour-
ing to cause disaffection among H.M. Forces.’

The significant fact about this strike is that it
is in .no way either a wage strike in the old trade
union tradition, nor is it a political strike in any
sense of the word. Hardly any of the men who are
at present on strike have any sympathy for anarchist

wviews, at least on a theoretical plane, and a number

have expressed in strong terms their disapproval of
the revolutionary attitude adopted by Owen, the
fireman in question. The only political element in
the strike has been introduced, not by the strikers,
but by the Communist Party, who have endeavoured

to make capital out of Owen’s views of opposition

to the war to the extent of accusing him of being
pro-Fascist and of making the statement that the
stpike has been engineered, or at' least influenced by
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pro-Fascists’ and ‘leading Trotskyists’.

In fact the strike has arisen from the spontan-

eous feelings of solidarity of the Stratford railway

workers for a fellow worker who they consider has

been victimised, and it is being carried on in spite
of rather than because of the political aspect of
Owen’s case, of which the capitalist press and the
Communists have made such great play. It both
arises from and demonstrates that unity, based on
the identity of class interests, which binds all work-
ers together behind the facades of political parties
and reformist trade unions. It is based on a purely
class issue and the workers who are taking part in it
are in fact, although they may be theoretically op-
posed to anarchism, fighting a skirmish in the class
war according to the anarchist tactic of direct action,
and showing once again that basic unity which
always arises among workers when they realise their
interests are endangered.

The attitude of the Communist Party towards
Owen, described in the report, is particularly inter-
esting, and at the same time nauseating, when one
compares it with the statements they themselves
made before the entry of Russia into the war. At
that period the Communist Party were themselves
making the very statements for which they are now
accusing Owen of being pro-Fascist.
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It is, indeed, ironic that the very C.P. member
who is responsible for the distribution of the mani-
festos against the strike and Owen, sold Owen a
pamphlet in 1940 entitled “The Men Behind the
War”, a C.P. publication by James Johnson. Two
passages are of interest—“The workers of Britain
have no interest in this war. -They will not allow
themselves to be tricked into accepting ‘sacrifices’ for
the benefit of the millionaires behind the war.”
‘“The C.P. says that this war is run in the interests
of finance-capital.” Now the C.P. says we must
have more sacrifices. Who is doing the tricking?

On 26th November 1940 the Daily Worker re-








