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Workers in Uniform and OVeralls

must unite in the class struggle

LAST WEEK IN the House of Commons Captain
Cunningham-Reid moved a new clause in the Army
and Air Force Bill to provide that ‘taking part in

~political controversy whilst off duty shall not be

+

deemed conduct to the prejudice of good order and
military discipline’. The demand was a small one;
as one M.P. put it, it was asking ‘that a soldier on
seven days’ leave whose wife was living in a slum
should be able to go to a political meeting to say that
there should be an end to slumdom’.

But Parliament would take no risk. The idea
that soldiers should be able for four weeks in a year

, to express an opinion on political matters filled

them with anxiety. So the amendment was defeated
by 19§ votes to 33. Parliament has frankly and
definitely stated that soldiers have the right to do
the killing and dying, but that in no. circumstances
should they be allowed to find out what they are
killing and dying for. M.P.’s even expressed -the
opinion that soldiers and airmen have never at any
time the slightest wish to express any opinion on
political matters and that therefore no opportunities
of doing so should be given to them.

But the makers of the King’s Regulations have

-obviously not chosen to rely merely on the lack of

political consciousness of the Army to prevent it
from taking part in the political life of the country.
They are much more precise than that. Major
Henderson for the War Office pointed out that,
according to King’s Regulations, ‘no officer or soldier
was permitted to take any active part in the affairs
of any political organisation or party . .. If a sol-
dier went to a political party meeting at other times
than elections and asked controversial questions he
might be regarded as taking an active part in the
meeting and that would be forbidden’.

Gallacher pointed out during the debate that

workers in factories are too tired to think about
political matters (thanks in part to the Stakhanovite
methods introduced by Mr. Gallacher’s associates).
Millions of workers in factories are too doped with
work to think, millions of people in the army are
prevented from taking any interest apart from Army
matters. What could suit our ruling class better?
They can sleep on both ears, our M.P.’s can intrigue,
renounce their pledges, betray without fear.

The King’s Regulations. are framed so that the
life of the soldier in the army cuts him off from the
rest of the population. When he dons a uniform the
worker enters an artificial world which has no con-
nection with his ordinary life and the life of his.
former comrades at work. The problems of wages,
food and clothing which affect his fellow workers
do not affect him, or at least not in the same way.

He cannot keep in touch with his former com-
rades as he is generally posted away from home and
ceases to belong to his Trades Union. The Govern-
ment not only does its best to discourage any con-
nections being kept between soldiers and workers,
but its propaganda has actually done its best to
create hostility between them. The workers in the
factories are always reminded of the low pay sol-
diers get, while soldiers are' led to believe that
factory workers enjoy a good life, earning big wages.
When soldiers are used as cheap labour for fire-
watching or on the land, or when they are used as
strike breakers, as in the Glasgow ’bus strlkc, the
conflict becomes more evident.

The constitution of the army is not an acci-
dental development; on the contrary, it is designed
to meet certain definite purposes. For the army. is
and always has been an instrument for maintaining
class rule. Even in the midst of National wars, the
ruling class constantly envisages the possibility of









