
r

Vol. 4 No. 17. JULY 1943- TWOPENCE

. Profits for
IN ALL AGES and lands, miners have been among 
the worst-treated of the workers. In the British 
Isles serfdom lingered among the miners of Scotland 
centuries after it had virtually disappeared in the 
rest of the country. And now, during the present 
war, the miners, not only in this country but also on 
the continent and in America, are almost the first 
class of workers on whom the ruling classes of the 
world are attempting to fix again the bonds of 
serfdom.

Throughout the history of the working class 
movement the miners have been among its most 
active and conscious militants. This is largely be­
cause the reality of the class struggle was brought 
home to them continue. Uy with a peculiar force that 
resulted from the way in which their work and the 
life it forced on them differentiated them so sharply 
from the rest of the community and marked them in 
no uncertain way as the tools of an evil system. The 
struggles of miners against their bosses have been 
among the finest episodes in the revolt of the workers 
against capitalism and authority.

Yet the struggles of the miners have failed, be­
cause they put their trust too much in labour politi­
cians and in the hierarchies of the Trade Unions. 
The men who rose to power on their shoulders have 
time and again deserted them and delivered them 
into the hands of their enemies, already plucked and 
dressed for the table. For their very militancy the 
miners have been persecuted more than ever by a 
particularly brutal class of masters and to-day, 
apart from the dangers and discomforts peculiar to 
their trade, they, enjoy a standard of life which, while 
in England it may not be as low as that of the 
oriental mine coolie, is nevertheless far too low, even 
when compared with the remuneration of other no 

more skilled industries. In addition to this, they
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suffer from working in a declining industry. New 
methods of power have long been reducing the im­
portance of coal to industry, transport and domestic 
requirements, and countries which formerly imported 
coal have been particularly energetic in developing 
the new forms of power. In an equitable society the 
reduction in coal consumption would be a blessing 
because it would reduce the amount of dangerous 
and unpleasant work necessary for the maintenance 
of society. Under capitalism or a state economy, 
however, it means that the miner is forced either to 
work under bad conditions and low wages because 
the owner must make his profit while the going is 
good, or else, in less busy times, is thrust aside to get 
his pittance from the U.A.B. or the parish and rot in 
that pointless idleness which might so well be trans­
formed into something useful to himself and society. 

COAL VITAL FOR WAR PRODUCTION
With such a past of struggle and misery, it is 

little wonder that the miners in this country and in 
America should be none too keen to subordinate 
their interests to a war to defend the very system 
that has been the cause of their misfortunes. For 
once they are in a position to hold the ruling class 
up to ransom. They would be foolish if they did 
not make use of the opportunity.

At present the technical organisation of industry is 
still such that coal is necessary do keep going the war in­
dustries in this country and America, and, incidentaMy, to 
keep the profits flowing into the pockets of the rulers. It 
is this dependence of the war economy on a continual flow 
of coal from the mines to the factories that makes the 
position of the miners in both countries stronger than it 
has ever been before. This is demonstrated by the con­
sternation caused in American political and business circles 
by the coal strike there. Against this we have to put the 
weakening of- the power of the miners by various causes 
within their own movement. These weaknesses arise 
partly from a lack of unity within their own ranks behind 
a clearly realised revolutionary aim. They spring perhaps
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even more from the fact that the unity which does exist 
is based on the reformist trades unions built up on hierar­
chical and authoritarian lines, and dominated by leaders 
who work consistently against the men they pretend to 
serve. * The leader of the British miners, Will Lawther, 
is a Communist Party stooge, which is not much different 
from a boss’s stooge. The leader of the American miners, 

• John L. Lewis, is a racketeering politician in the best 
American style who, as the Industrial Worker put it aptly 
“stinks worse than a pole-cat in springtime”.

The deal which the rulers of the various countries 
are trying to put over on the miners is a raw one, and it 
is interesting to compare it with that handed out to other 
industries. Some, such as the railwaymen and the land­
workers, have had as bad a deal as the miners—increased 
work, more slave driving and wage increases which do not 
even offset the increase in the cost of living. / Engineers, 
on the other hand, have been treated, in comparison, fairly 
well—i.e. the man who works hard can get quite a large 
pay packet at the end of the week, although he has to 
become a slave to do it. It is obvious that the ruling 
class is deliberately playing off one set of workers against 
the other. Moreover, it is noticeable that the workers 
who are badly treated are those whose occupations, though 
essential for a peacetime society, are likely to be greatly 
curtailed after the war. Less coal will be needed when, 
the war is ended and the factories turn over to other 
forms of power. There will be less traffic for the rail­
ways to carry when the wartime traffic is over. There 
will be at least some diminution of agriculture. (All these 
statements presuppose the hypothesis of a capitalist peace). 
On the other hand, engineers will be necessary in large 
numbers, and are in any case the men whose work is 
essential to the making of arms, without which the state 
cannot survive.

A DECLINING INDUSTRY
In mining the idea that the industry has little future 

seems to have become deeply imprinted on the minds of 
the government and the mine owners. In a parliamentary 
debate on the fuel situation, Grenfell, a staunch govern­
ment supporter, summed up the position when he said: 

“The industry was getting older and machinery 
and equipment wejre getting less productive. There 
had been no new development in the industry for a 
score of years. It began the war after a long period 
of economic attrition, having jettisoned its capital and 
resources in the struggle to maintain production.”

In the same debate the Minister of Fuel said:
“In the past year the men had continued to work 

long hours—longer than peacetime. Although mining 
was probably the hardest physical toil of all it had 
suffered a grievous loss in the younger age-group. 
More than 20 per cent, of the workers* to-day were 
over 50 years of age.”

Later, Major Lloyd George revealed that during the year 
some 135,000 accidents had taken place in the mines, 
each involving an absence of eight days or more.

Here we have the situation from the mouths of the 
government spokesmen themselves. The equipment in the 
mines is obsolete and worn, and the easiest seams have 
been worked out. The owners and the government realise 
that after the war coal mining will be an industry with a 
dubious future. So they are avoiding any great expendi­
ture on modernising equipment, and are working the more 
difficult seams now while they get a good price for coal, 
so that they can cut down expenses by working the easier 
seams when prices fall. These facts, in addition to the 
drive for a continually greater production per man, impose 
a great strain on workers who are already prematurely 
aged by an exhausting trade. The absenteeism among 
miners which has been so strongly attacked in the yellow 
press is due to the fact that the miners are so exhausted 
by their present rate of work which has to be sustained

on quite inadequate food, that they just cannot do a full 
week’s work.

MINERS’ LIVES ARE CHEAP
■ \

The Government is following a policy' with regard 
to the miners which they must know will have grave 
physical effects on them, involving serious illnesses, pre­
mature ageing and early deaths. But they do not worry 
about this sort of thing. Governments the world over 
show an almost incredible lack of concern for human life 
when their interests are affected.* •

And every government is willing to drive millions 
of its subjects to death in war, so there is no reason to 
imagine it will make any fuss over the breakdown and 
death of a few dirty miners. '

The position of the miners, in thfs country and the 
United States, is thus very precarious, and it is obvious 
that if they are to succeed in gaining a better state of 
existence they must act in a different way than they 
have done up to the present. It is no good their clinging 
any longer to the old fashioned Trade' Union with its 
authoritarian structure which breeds bosses who use their 
positions to get into parliament and crush the men who 
have given them their power. The miners must organise 
themselves, not in reformist unions officered by treacherous 
time-serving bureaucrats who will play the boss’s game 
as Lewis is doing with his delaying tactics in America to­
day, but- in revolutionary organisations built on the basis 
of autonomous groups at each mine linked together for 
the purpose of co-ordinating action, but governed by no 
centralised bureaucracy with its inevitable leaning towards 
its similar government bureaucracies. Direct action, un­
hindered by bureaucratic delays, is the only way by which 
the miners will beat the rulers.

But the miners should not be left alone in their 
struggle. This, has happened too often in the past and, 
except for the great General Strike of 1926, betrayed by 
its leaders, the miners in recent years have had very little 
support from people in other industries. Particularly vital 
are the transport workers, who could quite effectively pre­
vent any form of strike-breaking by refusing to run trains 
to or from the collieries.

The revolutionary changes we believe to be necessary, 
before mining* and other industries can be put on a per­
manently satisfactory basis of social usefulness, will be 
achieved only through the unity of all workers, assisting 
each other in their minor struggles in order, if nothing 
else, to practice their solidarity to each other which will 
be a necessary condition before anything in the nature of 
revolutionary changes can be expected.
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