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Miners

Profits for Coalowners

IN ALL AGES and lands, miners have been among
the worst-treated of the workers. In the British
Isles serfdom lingered among the miners of Scotland
centuries after it had virtually disappeared in the
rest of the country. And now, during the present
war, the miners, not only in this country but also on
the continent and in America, are almost the first
class. of workers on whom the ruling classes of the

world are attempting to fix again the bonds of
- serfdom.

Throughout the history of the working class
movement the miners have been among i1ts most
active and conscious militants. This is largely be-
cause the reality of the class struggle was brought
home to them continu2!ly with a peculiar force that
resulted from the way in which their work and the
life it forced on them differentiated them so sharply
from the rest of the community and marked them'in
no uncertain way as the tools of an evil system. The
struggles of miners against their bosses have been
among the finest episodes in the revolt of the workers
against capitalism and authority.

Yet the struggles of the miners have failed, be-
cause they put their trust too much in labour politi-
cians and in the hierarchies of the Trade Unions.
The men who rose to power on their shoulders have
time and again deserted them and delivered them
into thae hands of their enemies, already plucked and
dressed for the table. For their very militancy the
miners have been persecuted more than ever by a
particularly brutal class of masters and to-day,
apart from the dangers and discomforts peculiar to
their trade, they enjoy a standard of life which, while
in England it may not be as low as that of the
oriental mine coolie, i1s nevertheless far too low, even
when compared with the remuneration of other no

suffer from working in a declining industry. New
methods of power have long been reducing the im-
portance of coal to industry, transport and domestic
requirements, and countries which formerly imported
coal have been particularly energetic in developing
the new forms of power. In an equitable society the
reduction in coal consumption would be a blessing

“because it would reduce the amount of dangerous

and unpleasant work necessary for the maintenance
of society. Under capitalism or a state economy,
however, it means that the miner 1s forced either to
work under bad conditions and low wages because
the owner must make his profit while the going is
good, or else, in less busy times, is thrust aside to get
his pittance from the U.A.B. or the parish and rot in
that pointless idleness which might so well be trans-
formed into something useful to himself and society.

COAL VITAL FOR WAR PRODUCTION

With such a past of struggle and misery, it is
little wonder that the miners in this country and in
America should be none too keen to subordinate
their interests to a war to- defend the very system
that has been the cause of their misfortunes. For
once they are in a position to hold the ruling class
up to ransom. They would be foolish if they did

not make use of the opportunity.

At present the technical organisation of industry is
still such that coal is necessary«to keep going the war in-
dustries in this country and America, and, incidentaMy, to
keep the profits flowing into the pockets of the rulers. It
is this dependence of the war economy on a continual flow
of coal from the mines to the factories that makes the .
position of the miners in both countries stronger than it
has ever been before. This is demonstrated by the con-
sternation caused in American political and business circles
by the coal strike there. Against this we have to put the
weakening of-the power of the miners by various causes
within their own movement. These weaknesses arise
partly from a lack of unity within their own ranks behind

more skilled industries. In addition to this, they 3 clearly realised revolutionary aim. They spring perhaps








