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Bevin’s Servile State

WHEN HILAIRE BELLOC wrote his warning T ke
Servile State many years ago he must have had a
prophetic vision of Ernest Bevin as Minister of
Labour.
smaller parties which are self-styled Socialist carried
the threat of taking from us the few liberties the
workers had wrenched from the old go-as-you-please
Capitalism, but on the other hand we were promised

~ + higher wages and economic security in return. Now

with Labour ministers sharing power with the Tories

- we have from the swift and heavy blows of Bevin

lost most of those liberties without receiving any
security'in return and instead of the higher wages
and succulent reforms the effect of Bevin’s decrees
is to reduce wages. |
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It is true that the Labour Party and the

" deceive us or soften our opposition.

Of the two most important of these measures,
the Essential Works Order and conscription, the
friends and admirers of Bevin claim the former as a
direct and substantial gain of the workers. Even the
brassy faced Commumsts hesitate to claim the latter
as such.

As for ourselves we have from the beginning
dénounced the Essential Works Order as the most
vigigu$ anti-working class legislation. That it rested
lightly on the shoulders of the workers during its
early days and that- it contained a couple of syrup
portions of workers “rights and privileges” did not
Our opposition
to the E.W.O. from the date of its introduction to the
present moment and our determination to continue
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