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For Anarchism

INVASION-
N

THE INVASION OF EUROPE, long and loudly 
advertised, has begun. A complete war machine has 
been launched against the coast of France. Aerial 
bombardment, parachute troops, seaborn forces, tanks, 
machine guns, artillery; all the most up-to-date refine­
ments in killing have been mobilised for this effort. 
And more important than the mechanical weapons, 
thousands of men, from America, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand and these islands are expected to be killed 
or maimed in this new imperialist adventure. Four 
years ago British troops were in Northern France; at 
that time they were being driven into the sea, and the 
German propaganda was triumphant and gloating, while 
British journalism maintained a heroic air. The posi­
tion is entirely reversed, Germany retreats on all fronts, 
the invasion seems to be established. And now the 
British propaganda gloats triumphantly, while the Nazis 
remain surly.

Yet, although apparently such a great change has 
come about, we are entitled to ask if any of the real 
issues at stake in the present war are altered. And we # 
find that the immediate effect of the news of the inva- * 
sion is that European bonds rose in price. French rail­
ways have been blasted from the air, yet their bonds 
leaped in price on “D Day”. Not only French bonds 
were affected but also German and Japanese bonds 
became dearer. The filthy hand of the financier is 
soon at work, and it is well to recall that at the time 
of the fall of Malaya and Singapore the shareholders 
in the tin and rubber companies immediately set up a 
clamour for the Government to guarantee payment of 
their dividends, which had been as high as forty per 
cent. We would be foolish to expect these peoples’ 
patriotism to be given free; they are used only to buying 
and selling for the highest profit they can make.

Continually we have been told that the mission of 
the Allied forces is to liberate France and Europe, and 
we have been assured that all help will be given to 
those struggling against the Nazis. But so far the 
French workers have received no encouragement to 
strike at the Nazi war machine. The reason is obvious

for WHAT ? 
if we examine the actions of the Allies in Italy during 
last summer when the R.A.F. had the job of bombing 
the industrial towns of the north—Turin, Milan, Genoa 
—not to persuade the Germans but to crush the revolu­
tionary movement amongst the workers who had caused 
the downfall of Mussolini by their strike action. And 
the Allies’ greatest fear is of facing a revolutionary 
France. They desire the change in authority from 
Vichy and the Nazis to Amgot and de Gaulle to be 
carried out as smoothly as possible. We have already 
seen that the British kept troops in Singapore right up 
to the last minute, not to fight a rearguard action 
against the Japanese but to maintain order amongst the 
population and to prevent damage to private property . 
by looters. The same tactics, in reverse, will be used 
in France. Only when it is obvious that the Allies can 
quickly take over the reins of power will they encourage 
decisive action on the part of the French workers. 

Fascism is not something which can be defeated 
by an army in the field, and indeed it is not only the 
Germans who are blessed with this form of govern­
ment. Since the outbreak of the war all the hard-won 
rights of the British workers have been stolen away-or 
sold by the Trade Union bureaucrats. Fascism does 
not mean a government of brown shirts, or black shirts, 
it means the silencing of the independent voice of the 
workers, it means that the government takes over the 
workers’ organisations and runs’them for its own pur­
poses. In Germany this was done violently by smash­
ing the old movements and by creating a new Labour 
Front, but in this country it has been possible for the 
Government to do the job peacefully; Bevin and Mor­
rison accepted jobs in the Cabinet. Fascism is a new 
form of capitalism, it is capitalism brought up to date. 
And like capitalism it can be defeated only by a revo­
lution which will completely change the structure of 
society and which for once and all will put an end to- 
the exploitation of the workers by a ruling class. Allied 
spokesmen have made it quite clear what sort of Europe 
they want after the war. Major William Yale said, 
at the beginning of 1942: “Americans very generally 
are convinced that the people of Europe want political
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democracy and capitalism ...” He went on to ex­
plain that Russia would have different ideas and pointed 
out the necessity for Allied expeditionary forces in 
Europe to enforce their conception of “civilization”.

The Allies have been willing to collaborate with 
all the worst elements, Badoglio and Victor Emmanuel 
in Italy, Franco in Spain, an.d we shall see that in 
France the necessity from their point of view for keep­
ing the people in order will lead them to embrace 
the most reactionary elements in French politics. The 
liberation will mean little change in the position of the 
workers of France.

Already the beaches of Normandy are littered with 
dead bodies, already the crops are trampled and the 
fields torn up, and already the wounded and prisoners 
are arriving in England. It is impossible to imagine 
the extent of the slaughter and destruction which is to 
come or to account for the privation and misery which 

will be caused to the people who are supposed to be 
liberated. But we can say with certainty that those 
who are suffering and dying are those who always 
suffer and die in capitalist wars, the workers who give 
all they have and receive nothing in return. We know 
the politicians and financiers are not there, particularly 
that great hero Harry Pollitt who fights with a paper 
sword, and we know that they will not fear the Means 
Test and unemployment when the war is over. We 
have to say to the soldiers at the invasion that the 
Nazis are not your last enemies, and that after you 
have defeated them for your masters you will find 
many enemies to fight at home. Your freedom and 
security can be ensured only by your independent 
actions for a new society in collaboration with the 
struggle of your French, German, Italian class brothers. 
Our fight is against the system which breeds war and 
poverty.

THOSE with exceptionally long mernor- ✓ 
ies may recall that a few years ago the 
British Press used to attack the Fuehrer 
worship of the German people. It was 

so when we had the insipid Chamberlain 
as Premier. The alteration in the course of events has led 
to the direct emulation of Fuehrer worship in this country. 
We now note in certain London papers on June 5th, the 
Red Cross and St. John, issuing an appeal for the London 
Flag Day on June 6th, showing a picture of Mr. Churchill 
buying a flag, and the caption “FOLLOW OUR LEADER”. 
“Our Leader” ought at least to hand over some copyright 
fees to Sir Oswald Mosley.

On June 8th, the Daily Herald published an editorial 
which shocked and appalled to my knowledge at least dozens 
of its supporters, working-women with sons and husbands in 
the Forces:

“Mr. Churchill was persuaded only with the greatest 
difficulty from accompanying the invasion force to the 
hostile coast”.

That revelation is attributed to Admiral Ramsay, the 
Allied Naval Commander-in-Chief, by a war correspon­
dent in H.M.S. Hilary, which the Admiral visited on the 
eve of D-Day.
• Mr. Churchill, it appears, finally agreed toTorgo his 
project after it had beep pointed out to him that “the 
extra work involved in safeguarding him would be very 
great.”

We are glad that Mr. Churchill agreed, and for three 
reasons.

FUEHRER 
WORSHIP
auite. safe to do

The first is that his life is far too precious to be 
needlessly risked. The second is that his presence in one 
of the invasion convoys would have increased the already 
tremendous burden of responsibility borne by the officers. 

The third is that the doctrine of “every man to his 
job” must apply even to the Prime Minister—and Mr. 
Churchill’s ’ place is at the heart of war direction, not 
in the vanguard of assault.

Maybe their sons’ and husbands’ lives are not so precious 
or so important in the eyes of the Labour Party organ as that 
of the elderly gentleman who has the honour of leading the 
Conservative Party and the United Nations, but this is hardly 
the time to point that out.

RED IMPERIALISM
Quite a mistaken impression exists that the various 

sects of the opposition in the Communist movement are 
necessarily more progressive than the Stalinist. In reality 
ir is only the fact that they are in opposition that makes 
them adopt a veneer of that nature—in power they 
would be as bad as Stalin. Witness Lenin and Trotsky 
in power.

And, as this extract from a “Leninist” publication 
(The Fighting Worker, Feb. 1944, U.S., organ of the 
“Revolutionary Workers’ League”, a left split from the 
Trotskyites) shows, in some respects they are more 
imperialistic.

Now that the Soviet Union has formally annexed 
Eastern Poland, we can anticipate the usual cries from the 
ultra-lefts, syndicalists, and others of “Red Imperialism.”

For the Marxists the matter is only an incident in the 
whole war. The Soviet Union to-day, as yesterday, must 
prepare buffer states to defend itself from invasion by its 
supposed Allies. The strategy of taking parts of Finland, 
Poland, Rumania and the Baltic States, proved itself most 
wise when Hitler turned on his erstwhile “ally.” The same 
will be true of the present annexations, when the “Allies” 
turn upon Russia.

We condemn wholeheartedly the methods of Stalinism, 
its refusal to arouse the masses in Poland and elsewhere to 
proletarian revolution, its espousal of the cause of bour­
geois “democracy” in the rest of Poland, and its warping of 
the revolutionary steps within the territory it conquers. 
We condemn also the fact that the Soviet Union under 
Stalinism has shamefully agreed to GIVE BACK territory 
liberated from the reactionary meshes of European capitalism, 
and to maintain the STATUS-QUO,




